WW1 and St Mary’s Bay to Dymchurch

Our thanks to Geoff Rambler for his advice and to Dymchurch & District
Heritage Group

A. St Mary’s Bay Light Railway Station
Not opened until 1927, it was only in 1935 that the village became St Mary’s Bay
until then it was known as Jesson. Jefferstone Lane was known as Jesson Lane in
the First World War probably named after the Jesson farmhouse.
Just over the line to your left is Nesbit Way named for Edith Nesbit author of the
Railway Children who lived in Jesson from 1917 to her death in 1924. For more
information see http://www.stmarysbay.net/history/edith_nesbit.htm
Quiz Question
1. St Mary’s Bay Light Railway Station was built in 1912.
TRUE/FALSE

B. Jesson Airfield

Image courtesy http://www.stmarysbay.net/history/st_marys_bay_wartime.htm

The original airfield was built in the First World War, when the railway was built it
took some of the airfield which would have extended further in WW1. This is an
image from 1927 showing the Light Railway station and Jesson (also known as
Littlestone Airfield)
Quiz Question
2. Jesson Farm was knocked down to build the airfield.
TRUE/FALSE
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C. Jesson Camp

Image from the late 1920’s courtesy of St Mary’s Bay history

With the arrival of the 1914-1918 War, the War Department built a camp in what was
then Jesson Lane, now Jefferstone Lane. The camp covered a large area, with
Jesson Lane and the A259 as its boundaries.
The camp housed the Royal Flying Corps School of Gunnery, amalgamated with
No.1 (Observers) School of Aerial Gunnery. The airfield itself was further down
Jesson Lane on the right just past the railway line. The camp was intended to
accommodate 1000 men, 300 NCOs, 400 officers and 400 women.
Demolition of the camp began in the 1970’s; it began near the Light Railway line and
worked towards the main road. In around 1975, the first roads were laid out and
William Bray began to build bungalows along the road which is now known as Laurel
Avenue. This was the start of the Tree Estate- named because all the roads are
named after trees.
For more information see http://www.stmarysbay.net/history/camp.htm
Quiz Question
3. Jesson Camp was built to house the Royal Flying Corps School of
Gunnery.
TRUE/FALSE
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D. Dymchurch Sea Defence Wall

Image courtesy of Dymchurch District Heritage Group

The repair of the sea defence wall was an ongoing process as confirmed by this
advertisement in the newspaper for labourers in 1917. Although the image is from
the 1920s the defences would have been the same during the War. Many of the men
from Dymchurch had worked on the wall through Wraights the builders who had the
contract, and this continued after the War.
Folkestone, Hythe, Sandgate & Cheriton Herald - 21 July 1917 - Situation Vac.
Labourers required to work on the Dymchurch Seawall. 10d / hours and free
accommodation.
Quiz Question
4. No repairs were made to the sea wall during the First Wold War.
TRUE/FALSE
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E. Kent cyclists patrolling the sea front

Image courtesy of Dymchurch and District Heritage Group

Some of the Kent cyclists were used as for home defence as protection against
invasion and would conduct regular patrols along the coast. One of the battalions
was based in India. 12 men from Dymchurch joined the Kent Cyclists together and
all survived the War. Some of the Kent cyclists found themselves absorbed into other
units on the Western Front as the terrain was unsuitable for bicycles and others went
to India and ended up serving with the Indian Army in such places as Afghanistan.
Quiz Question
5. 12 men from Dymchurch joined the Kent cyclist battalion.
TRUE/ FALSE
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F. Looker Huts

In 1914 there were very few houses and from here your view would have been the
open fields, sheep and a few lookers huts and farms in the distance.
The Sussex Agricultural Express (28 Jan 1916, 5 Nov 1915) reported that Romney
Marsh sheep were being exported to Argentina and on 21 Jan 1916 the same paper
reported Romney Marsh sheep where to be sent to New Zealand.
A Romney Marsh War Agricultural Committee was established and on 5 March 1918
it decided to make an application for 110 German prisoners to work on the land at
Brookland, Newchurch, Lydd, Old & New Romney, St Mary’s, East Bridge and
Lympne.
During the war there was more land turned over to potato farming but most was still
pasture grazing- for more information go to http://www.stmarysbay.net/history/morehistory.htm#Looker
Quiz Question
6. Romney Marsh sheep were exported to Argentina and New Zealand.
TRUE/ FALSE
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G. Fishing during the First World War

Due to the activity of the U- boats, mine fields laid as defences and restrictions on
trawler activity such as night fishing; boat fishing was very difficult especially at the
beginning of the War. Net fishing from the beach was the safest and this image
shows George Austin who served through the War and returned to Dymchurch after
the War net fishing for shrimps; there were also longer nets which were worked by
several people and used to surround shoals of fish which were shore swimming such
as mackerel.
It was reported in 1917 that fishing catches from trawlers were increased which
helped the food situation and provided some income
Dover Express - Friday 22 June 1917. Channel fishermen from the ports between
Deal and Dymchurch reported good catches. Boats from Ramsgate were allowed to
fish outside their area because of the U-boat threat. Twenty boats lost - without loss
of life.
Rules were relaxed to enable more fish to be landed reflecting the severity of the
food shortage at this time
Quiz Question
7. George Austin is fishing for conger eels in this photo.
TRUE/ FALSE
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H. Rock Cottages

Courtesy of Dymchurch District Heritage Group

The Hoper family lived here, 4 of Richards and Mary’s sons went to War and sadly 2
of them, Alfred and Arthur died. Alfred served with the Royal Field Artillery and
Prince of Wales Leinster regiment and died in April 1917 and Arthur was serving with
the Buffs when he died in 1915. Their brothers Hubert and Walter both survived the
War and returned to the village. For more information please see Dymchurch District
Heritage Group book about the men who went to War 1914-1918.
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I. George Glayzer – Pope and Sons now the Smugglers Chest
Located where the Smugglers Chest is now,
George Glayzer worked at Pope and Sons
as an assistant. George married Florence
Russell in 1912 and their daughter Vera was
born just before George enlisted in 1915.
George did not go to France until 1917
when he travelled via Southampton to Le
Havre. George served until he was
demobbed in September 1919 due to
disability and returned home to Dymchurch.
Courtesy Dymchurch District Heritage
Group.
Quiz Question
8. George worked for a grocers and drapers before the War.
TRUE/ FALSE

J. Martello Tower number 24

Image courtesy Dymchurch District Heritage Group

Martello Tower 24 decorated to celebrate the Peace declared in 1919. The tower
served as a coastguard station during the War, the coastguard were very important
for coastal defence and monitored convoys and ships which took shelter in Hythe
Bay during rough weather.
Quiz Question
9. Peace was declared in 1919.
TRUE/FALSE
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K. City of London

Images courtesy Dymchurch District Heritage Group

Walter Philpott served in the Buffs during the War as a private. His father, Walter
senior, was the landlord of the City of London and Walter took over as landlord in
1911 when he was 30. Walter's battalion (the3rd battalion East Kent regiment) was a
reserve battalion stationed at Dover during the War. After the War Walter returned to
Dymchurch to his wife Eliza and their 4 children. The image shows Walter in 1930
when he was working for Wraights Builders.

Quiz Question
10. Walter Philpott’s father was also called Walter.
TRUE/FALSE
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L. Grove Terrace- Home of Percy Foster

Image courtesy of the Dymchurch District Heritage Group

The arrow points to Grove Terrace, now the car showrooms. This is where Percy
Foster lived with his wife Frances. Percy joined the Grenadier Guards in 1916 and
served in France from 1917 to 1919 before being demobbed in 1920 Notice the Tea
Gardens over the road, Dymchurch was a tourist destination especially during the
summer months and there were several tea gardens in the village. Tourism was still
important during the War and provided the families back at home with a much
needed source of income.
Folkestone, Hythe, Sandgate & Cheriton Herald - Saturday 11 August 1917.
Visitor numbers who came to Dymchurch for the August Bank Holiday were the
highest since the commencement of the war.

Quiz Question
11. People still went on holiday and out for the day during the War.
TRUE/FALSE
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M. Laburnum Cottages and Ellis Tea Gardens
The first image shows
soldiers; many of whom
w were billeted with
local families; having
tea in Ellis Tea Gardens
at the rear of Laburnum
Cottages- which is now
The Willowdeck. The
area was always busy
with different regiments
going to Lydd for
training and the 2
airfields at Jesson and
by the redoubt. As the Ellis family lived in Laburnum Cottage it could be assumed
that they ran the Tea Gardens.

Images courtesy Dymchurch District Heritage Group

Laburnum Cottage was the home of Ethel and Frank Ellis during the War, Frank Ellis
was a shoemaker with a shop on the High Street where his brother in law Arthur
Gearing was working when he enlisted. Arthur became a Sergeant during the War
and served with the Kent Cyclists and then the 11th Royal West Kent Regiment. He
returned to Dymchurch after the War to raise his family – for more about Arthur see
the Dymchurch Heritage Group book about those who served in 1914-1918.

Quiz Question
12. Soldiers were billeted with local families.
TRUE/ FALSE
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N. The Ship

Image courtesy of the Dymchurch District Heritage Group

Edward John Spicer was the landlord of the Ship from 1905-1926. He served with
the East Kent Buffs and the Hampshire regiment during the War, being one of the
older servicemen. His wife Harriett and daughter Kathleen would have kept the pub
running in his absence dealing with the reduction in opening hours and various other
restrictions brought in during the War.
These restrictions included people only being allowed to buy drinks for themselves
i.e. not being able to buy a drink for someone else or ‘treating’ as it was known. The
strength of drink was reduced and opening hours curtailed nationally but also locally
so that in some places pubs would have to close by 9 p.m.
Quiz Question
13. During the War you were not allowed a drink for someone else.
TRUE/FALSE
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O. The War Memorial

The War memorial was unveiled and dedicated in
September 1920. On the memorial are 10 names for the
Great War but research by the Dymchurch & District
Heritage Group has uncovered another 19 names of men
who had a family connection with Dymchurch.
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P. Men Marching up High Street

Image courtesy of the Dymchurch District Heritage Group

The date of this image is unknown but columns of men marching through the village
would have been a regular sight for the residents. The presence of a band could
indicate it was a recruiting march.
Quiz Question
14. Bands were used in recruiting marches.
TRUE/ FALSE

Q. Dymchurch & District Heritage Group Heritage Room the rear of the
Methodist Church

For opening hours see the website - really interesting displays and knowledgeable
volunteers http://www.dymchurchheritagegroup.co.uk/.
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R. Wraights and Blighty Cottages, Mill Road
Wraights on the right and
Blighty on the left

Robert Pope the first man in the village to enlist, after the War he and his wife lived
in Blighty Cottages, he lived in Wraights Cottages prior to this. After the War, Robert
joined the police. For more of Robert’s story see the Dymchurch District Heritage
Group about the men who went to war.
Dymchurch’s long association with the military is reflected in the name Blighty
cottage - ‘blighty’ being the word a soldier would use to describe home generally
England if they were abroad.

Robert Pope

Robert as a policeman after the War

Quiz Question
15. The name of the first man to enlist was Robert Blighty.
TRUE/ FALSE
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S. Uptons and the 4 sons who went to War

Upton's Antique shop was the family business of the Upton family. All 4 of the sons
of George and Emma served in the First World War. Two of them, Monty and
Thomas, served overseas. Monty on the Western Front with the Kent Cyclists and
the 1st London Regiment, he gained the rank of sergeant. Thomas left England in
February 1916 with the Kent Cyclists for India and served some time in Afghanistan.
All 4 boys returned to the village after the First World War. For more about the
family’s story see the Dymchurch District Heritage Group book 1914-1918.
Quiz Question
T. Only 2 of the Upton boys served overseas.
TRUE/FALSE
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U. Dunkirk End, Robert Warren and the Newble brothers

Image courtesy Dymchurch District History Group

Robert Warren is registered as living at Dunkirk End just after the War; Robert
served with the Royal Naval Air Service and survived the War.
On the 1st April 1918 the Royal Naval Air Service and the Royal Flying Corps were
merged to form The Royal Air Force.
Also with a connection with Dunkirk End is James Newble, who was living at
Dunkirk End after the War when he married Mary in 1922. James is one of 4 Newble
brothers who served, although they all survived unfortunately both their parents died
during the War. One of the Newble brothers, Albert, was a prisoner of War when his
ship was sunk and he was rescued by the Germans after spending 13 hours in the
water.
Quiz Question
V. Robert Warren served with the Kent Cyclists.
TRUE/ FALSE
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W. Dymchurch train station for the Light Railway
For a train back to St Mary’s Bay but check the running times as there is not always
a full service throughout the year

Thank you for taking part in the quiz!
If you would like a copy of the quiz answers then please email info@kentww1.com.
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Route of WW1 St Mary’s Bay to Dymchurch Trail
St Mary’s Bay to Dymchurch map 1 to point F
Please note the coloured pins refer to the points of interest and the blue to the walking directions.
The A259 is a very busy road and we recommend that you use the crossing just east of information
marker C and walk along the sea wall- unless the weather is rough. Follow our safety guidance
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Map 2, please note from point F to point N are all on the same side of the main road. Take
care when crossing to view O onwards and only cross in a safe place, you may be advised to retrace
your steps for this purpose.
Map 3 will contain more detail for Dymchurch
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Map 3
More detail for H to U
If you are planning on returning to St Mary’s Bay using the Light Railway do check service availability.
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