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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a 
link to an app. 
 
Travel information: 
 
Start Blue Trail– Westgate-on-Sea at St Mildred’s Gardens, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8TP 
 
By bus: 
Blue Trail:  
Main buses for the route are Nos. 8 and 8A (Breeze). 
The nearest bus stops are: 

 Adrian Square (Westgate Bay Avenue, CT8 8TA) 

 Norman Road (Westgate Bay Avenue, CT9 5HS) 
Both number 8 buses (Breeze) and The Loop are wheelchair & pushchair accessible. 
 
By car: 
Parking:  
Blue Trail:  
There is unlimited free parking on Sea Road and in Westgate Bay Avenue and time restricted free 
parking in Station Road and St Mildred’s by the shops. 
 
Free on street parking:- please check for updated regulations at the time of your arrival 
 
 
 

Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
 

Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

 
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss , 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
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years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 
 
Trail specific information 
At most points en route there are dropped kerbs, making the trails accessible for wheelchairs & 
pushchairs. 
 
 
Glossary 
 
V.A.D. is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These were men and women who were 
mainly volunteers. 
 
D.O.R.A. is abbreviation for the Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) which was passed in the 
United Kingdom on 8 August 1914. The act was designed to help prevent invasion and keep 
morale high at home. It gave the government wide-ranging powers, such as the authority to 
requisition buildings needed for the war effort, or by creating new criminal offences. 
 
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.  

http://www.kentww1.com/
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Introduction 
 
The small town of Westgate-on-Sea played a part in the Great War which was disproportionate to its size. 
It was, at that time, totally separate from the Borough of Margate, being part of the Isle of Thanet Rural 
District from which all official instructions were issued. 
 
 Life in the town was completely changed by the presence of the RNAS seaplane base and a large number 
of army personnel, who were there for the duration to protect the base and prepare for the threat of 
invasion, and many wounded soldiers who were being treated at the Westgate VAD hospitals. 
 
 
Westgate is fortunate to have a large amount of archival material ranging from the autograph album of the 
lady who looked after the RNAS pigeons to Parish Council Minutes and the Log Book of St Saviour’s 
School. These can be seen at the Westgate Heritage Centre 
 
 

 Dr Dawn Crouch September 2017 
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Westgate-on-Sea Blue Trail 
 

Length of trail 2.4km or 1.5 miles 

 
1. RNAS Westgate - Sea planes and airfield 
Start here: CT8 8TP 
 

The Royal Naval Air Station at St Mildred’s Bay, Westgate-on-Sea was 
opened in June 1914 and used by sea planes throughout the War, there 
were slipways which were used to take the planes out of the water.  
As the threat of air raids grew during the autumn of 1914 it was realised 
that there was a need for an airfield for planes to operate from when 
defending local towns. In December 1914 it 
was decided that an airfield on the cliffs 
above the sea plane base would be a good 

site as it could use existing communications; after construction of hangers 
the airfield became operational on the 9th of April 1915. 
The airfield was guarded and no civilians were allowed to approach it but 
the sands were still open to civilians and people using the beach were able 
to watch the sea planes taking off and landing but were not able to 
approach the slipways or sheds used to house the sea planes. 
 
 

 
It was reported in local newspapers in 1915 that a plane from 
Westgate was used to drop leaflets over Margate to encourage 
men to enlist. 
However, it was soon found that landing on the cliffs was very 
problematical for the pilots and also Westgate was not suitable for 
night flying; a pilot, Reginald Lord, died whilst attempting to land 
at night and after his death night landing was not attempted again. 
In order to provide any sort of defence against air raids night 
flying was very important as it was during the night when many 
raids were occurring.  

In 1916 a site at Manston was identified as a good landing strip and at first airplanes would take off from 
Westgate but land at Manston. In March 1916 there was a fatality at Westgate when a pilot attempting to 
land crashed into the cliffs and then a severe gale wrecked hangers in April 1916. Manston was fully 
operational from May 1916; as a satellite station to RNAS Westgate; with Westgate operating purely as a 
sea plane base from that date. 
The sea planes operated regular patrols in the Channel and Thames Estuary looking for U-boats and 
carried with them pigeons which could be despatched back to base should the plane have to ditch in the 
sea due to engine failure.  
When the RAF was formed on the 1st of April 1918 by the amalgamation of RNAS and RFC (Royal Flying 
Corp) Westgate RNAS officially became known as 219 Squadron RAF. By the end of the War 200 
personnel were based at Westgate including local men who combined their duties at the air base with 
continuing to run local businesses and voluntary work; there was also a contingent of WRNS (Women’s 
Royal Navy Service)  
Sea planes continued to conduct mine patrols until July 1919 when operations ceased. The site of the 
airfield was returned to its civilian owners in the early 1920’s and the houses built which can be seen today. 
Local Sea Scouts operated the telephone system at the airbase during the War and the base had it’s own 
magazine ‘Wings and Water’ in which local businesses would advertise. 
The presence of the airbase had a huge impact on the population of Westgate which was 3538 on the 
1911 census. The service personnel patronised local businesses, attended local events, played football 
and cricket against local teams and there were several weddings at St Saviour’s between RNAS 
personnel and Westgate girls. 
 
Source ‘Wings over Westgate’ by Geoffrey Williams and various local newspapers. ‘Wings over Westgate’ 
has a full listing of all the patrols from Westgate undertaken during the War and there are copies available 
from KCC libraries. 
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2. High Beach VAD Hospital, Sea Road 
With the sea at your back turn right and walk along the promenade. You will notice it joins Sea 
Road. Continue past Egbert Road and the Private Road on your left and the High Beach VAD 
Hospital was before Ocean Swell.  

 
This was one of the VAD hospitals on Sea Road the other being Penrhyn Lodge 
and local Westgate women volunteered at both of these VAD hospitals. 
Two such volunteers were the Hubbard sisters; Dorothy born 1888 and her sister 
Noel born in 1892 whose home address was Selwyn Lodge, Westgate- on- Sea. 
 Dorothy was a volunteer nurse who served at High Beach  from October 1914 
until May 1917 when she went to France.In July 1918 it was reported that the 
hospital she was nursing in had been hit in an air raid, however Dorothy was 
unhurt. 
Dorothy returned to Westgate in 1919 and was 

one of the members of the St John Ambulance Westgate Division who 
was present at a welcome home event where she was presented with a 
certificate recognising her overseas service. 
 Noel Hubbartd served from 1915 to 1917 at High Beach in the pantry 
and then as a nurse.Their elder sister Kathleen ( 1886-1986) married 
the Reverend Charles Hamilton Mylne in 1911, the Rev Mylne served 
in France as an Army chaplain and was wounded during an air raid on 
a hospital during 1918 but recovered from his wounds.  
 
 Regular concert parties were held for the wounded, one of these was The Chanson Joyeuses Concert 
Party who entertained the wounded in September 1916. 

 
Sources Red Cross, Thanet Advertiser various dates and www.scarletfinders.co.uk  

 
3. The Westgate-on-Sea War Memorial 
Continue along Sea Road and you will see the Westgate-on-Sea War Memorial on the junction 
with St Mildred’s Road.  
 
79 names are listed alphabetically on this memorial, 77 of them were servicemen and 2 were civilians. 
The civilians were Thomas Marsh, who was on board the RMS Lusitania when it was torpedoed off the 
Irish coast on the 7th of May 1915. Thomas was a native of Westgate who had emigrated to Canada in 
1913 but had decided to return to England on RMS Lusitania with his wife Annie (who survived) and baby 
son who also died. The sinking of the Lusitania the loss of over 1.100 passengers and crew caused 
condemnation as she was a passenger liner and such not deemed a military target- however there is 
evidence that she was carrying some arms which had been loaded in New York. The loss of American life 
changed attitudes to the War in America, which had until then been seen as a European War rather than 
a World War. 
The other civilian was Thomas Randall who died as a result of the Faversham Uplees Explosive Factory 
explosion on 2nd April 1916 when 107 men and boys lost their lives. Thomas (born 1877) was a member 
of the St John Ambulance Brigade and was living in Westbury Road with his wife Annie (Nellie) on the 
1911 census- his occupation was a barman and as his father was the landlord of the Walmer Castle Hotel 
it could be that is where Thomas worked before the War. 
 
Sources http://www.margatecivicsociety.org.uk, http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/WestgateOnSea.html  

 
 
 
 
 
The memorial was first dedicated on 4 August 1923 by Henry 
Horace Pereira, The Bishop Suffragan of Croydon. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/
http://www.margatecivicsociety.org.uk/
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/WestgateOnSea.html
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4. Site of the Coronation Bandstand – now The Westgate Pavilion 
Continue along Sea Road and as you go round the corner you will see the Westgate Pavilion 
which was the site of the Coronation Bandstand. 
 

Now developed as the Westgate Pavilion this was the site of the 
Coronation Bandstand. 
The bandstand; where many pre- War  concerts were held for visitors 
;was requisitioned during the War for military use and was  used as 
a look out post for RNAS Westgate and was also sleeping quarters 
for men from the Royal West Kent Regiment. 
 
 In July 1919 the Peace Day 
celebrations commenced from here 

with a parade which marched along to the Sport’s Field at St Mathew’s 
for a programme of sports, a demonstration by the Westgate Fire 
Brigade, a gymkhana and tea. A parade then marched along the sea front 
and the evening completed with a bonfire and display of fireworks. 
Prizes were given for the best decorated bicycle, float and house. 
 
 
Source Wings over Westgate, various newspaper articles from the Thanet Advertiser and Westgate 
Pavilion website. 
 
 
 

5. Wellington School House 
Continue along Sea Road round the corner and at the junction with Rowena Road, with your back 
to the West Bay Cafe, Wellington House would have been on the left hand side. 
 

 
 

This was a private school which, unusually, remained open during WW1, other schools moved away from 
the area due to the air raids. "It was reported that 246 old boys of Wellington House had served in the 
war and one in four had been killed...” Isle of Thanet Gazette, 12 April 1919. The original Roll of Honour 
can now be seen in St Saviour’s Church. 
 
One of the school’s alumni, who died in the War, was Captain Charles Eric Hatfeild, who was the heir to 
the Hartsdown estate. He was a brilliant cricketer and played for Kent up to the start of the War. Charles 
Hatfeild was killed in action on 21st September 1918 aged 31. He was posthumously awarded the Military 
Cross. His mother was to become Margate’s first lady mayor in 1926.  
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6. The Rogers family at Danehurst 
On the opposite corner you would have seen Danehurst 
 
‘Danehurst’ was the home of Mrs Catherine Rogers whose son Captain Leonard Neville Rogers was 
serving with the Northumberland Fusiliers when he was killed on the 11th April 1917 at Arras aged 38. 
Before the War Leonard had been a partner in Rogers, Chapman and Thomas, a London Estate Agents 
who held property auctions locally. 
 
Two of Leonard’s sisters, May and Selina( known as Miss Ella), were members of the St John Ambulance 
Brigade and served as volunteer nurses at High Beach VAD hospital from October 1914 to January 
1919. In the Second World War they were volunteers with the St John Nursing Division.  
There is a memorial stained glass window to Leonard in St Saviour’s Church. 
 

 
Image of Captain Rogers 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205387966 
 
 
Sources: The Thanet Advertiser 21st April 1917, The IWM Collection and Dr Dawn Crouch. 
 
 
 

7. St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea 
Crossing the road with care walk along Rowena Road to the junction with St Mildred’s Road. Turn 
right down St Mildred’s Road and cross the main road with care. You will see the church on the 
right hand side. 
 
There is a War Memorial Chapel in the Church, which has the 
memorials to the Westgate men who died in the two World Wars and 
in Iraq. 
 
The original Wellington House School Roll of Honour board, listing 
66 names of the alumni killed during the War, was moved to St 
Saviour’s Church and rededicated in 1973. 
http://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item/memorial/34912 
 
It also currently contains hand-written Rolls of Honour, two of which 
name the Westgate men who were fighting for their country in the 
First World War, whilst the third is a temporary memorial to the fallen. These rare artefacts were 
discovered only in June 2007 in a space between the back of the organ and the back of the side chapel 
alter. 
 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/205387966
http://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item/memorial/34912
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8. Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre 
The Heritage Centre is located in the church. 
 
The Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre was opened officially on 31st March 2007 by Sir Roger Gale M.P. 
for North Thanet and is located in St Saviour's, the Parish Church for Westgate on Sea. At the centre there 
is a timeline of the history of Westgate from when the first houses were built in 1865 to the present day, 
including information about the First World War. The centre also runs various specialist exhibitions. 

Opening times: Please visit http://www.westgateheritagecentre.org.uk/ 
 
 

9. Town Hall Buildings  
Continue down St Mildred’s Road and you will see the Town Hall Buildings and the Carlton 
Cinema on your right hand side. 
 
The Carlton Cinema is one of the earliest cinemas as it was opened 
in 1910.  
This venue was an important part of the social life of Westgate pre- 
War and during the War various concerts were held in aid of 
organisations such as the YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association). 
There were also sales of work and public talks held at the Town Hall 
Buildings. 
The YMCA’s fund raising was very important to continue the 
operation of the recreation huts they provided for troops to use on 
the Western Front and elsewhere. The Huts were a place where men could congregate in the dry, have a 
cup of tea and write letters home and were staffed by volunteers. The YMCA were not the only 
organisation to run huts- the Scouts also provided huts on the Western Front- again staffed by 
volunteers. In this country the YMCA provided huts for troops stationed away from home and also at some 
main train stations- these facilities were also used by families who were waiting for loved ones to arrive 
or who had just waved them farewell. 
Another example of how the Town Hall buildings were used is in January 1915 when anyone who wished 
to enlist in the 3rd Home Counties Brigade Royal Field Artillery was instructed to contact Mr Cornford at 
the Town Hall buildings. 
In July 1919 a Peace Ball was held at the Town Hall. 
 
Sources various newspapers of the time and Dr Dawn Crouch 
 
 

10. 1 Cuthbert Road Thomas Setterfield 
Turn right down the alleyway by the cinema and walk to the junction of Ivanhoe Road turn left and 
walk to the end of the road. 1 Cuthbert Road is on the corner with Cuthbert Road. 
 

This was the family home and dairy business of 
Thomas Setterfield (b 1873) who not only kept his 
business running during the War with the help of his 
wife Isabel but also served as a Chief Petty Officer at 
RNAS Westgate, was a town councillor and the 
Captain of the local Fire Brigade. He drove the new 
steam powered fire engine, which had just been 
purchased by the Town Council, into Westgate in 
September 1914. Mr Setterfield was in charge of the 
arrangements for the Peace Celebrations in July 
1919. The word MILK can still be seen on the chimney 

stack of his former home. 
  
 
Ted Edmed of Waterworks Road was another local businessman who served at RNAS Westgate and was 
assisted by his wife Ada to keep the family laundry business operating. Other local business men were 
volunteer Special Constables who had vital roles to play during the frequent air raids. 
 
Sources Wings over Westgate, various copies of the Thanet Advertiser 

http://www.stsaviourswestgate.co.uk/
http://www.westgateheritagecentre.org.uk/
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11. Westgate- on- Sea Railway Station 
Walk left along Cuthbert Road, turn right into St Mildred’s Road and take immediate left into 
Station Road where you will find the railway station.  
 

Railway Station Those serving at the airbase would have used this 
station but ambulance trains went to Margate Station and the wounded 
men were transferred to the Westgate Hospitals from there. 
 
An employee at the station James Edward Fright, who was in the St 
John Ambulance Brigade  joined the Royal Army Medical Corps and 
served in France .He survived the War and was one of the members of 
the  St John Ambulance  to be presented with a certificate recognising his 
overseas service at a ceremony in 1919.  

Sources various additions of the Thanet Advertiser 
 

12. 10 Adrian Square - Herbert Bishop Bennett 
Continue along Station Road and take the 3rd on the left Adrian Square. Take the first right still 
Adrian Square walk along and number 10 is in the corner on the right hand side. 

 
HMS Boxer. This was the family home of Mr and Mrs Sandwell, 
who were the adopted parents of Herbert Bishop Bennett. 
He was serving on board HMS Boxer, a destroyer, as a boy 
telegraphist when it sank after being involved in a collision with the 
hospital ship SS St Patrick in bad weather in the English Channel 
on 8th February 1918.This was the second collision the Boxer had 
been involved within two days as she conducted her patrol duties 
and demonstrates the perils of the English Channel in bad 
weather. Herbert was the only casualty. 
 Herbert was born on 16th December 1900 and so was only 17 
when he died and is one of the youngest listed on the War 
Memorial- he is also listed on the Portsmouth War Memorial. He joined the Royal Navy in June 1916 
having been an errand boy after leaving school and did his training on shore based HMS Ganges at 
Harwich and shore based HMS Victory at Portsmouth before joining HMS Boxer. 
 
Sources: http://www.roll-of-honour.com/RoyalNavy/WarshipsLostWW1.html, 
http://www.sussexshipwrecks.co.uk, http://www.naval-history.net 

 
13 St Mildred’s Hotel now St Mildred’s Court 
Continue up Adrian Square to the junction with Westgate Bay Avenue. Turn right and walk along 
Westgate Bay Avenue taking the 3rd on the left, Beach Road, crossing the road with care. The site 
of St Mildred’s Hotel is just after Beach Rise. 

 
The hotel was built in 1883 and owned by Sir William Ingram, it 
also had of an Assembly Rooms, swimming pool and private 
baths. When Westgate RNAS station was first commissioned the 
officers stayed here and the manager of the hotel, Mr Edward 
Alexander, invoiced for £159 being the cost of accommodating 12 
officers for August 1914; this would be the equivalent of nearly 
£17,000 today.  
 
Officers continued to be 
billeted at the hotel, whilst 

the men were billeted in Westgate, although there was some 
tented accommodation for the men initially. The Assembly Rooms 
were used throughout the War and the officers also held fund 
raising concert parties at the hotel.  
Sources: Wings over Westgate and 
https://www.thanet.gov.uk/publications/planning/conservation/west
gate-on-sea-east/character-area-2-st-mildreds-court/ 

http://www.roll-of-honour.com/RoyalNavy/WarshipsLostWW1.html
http://www.sussexshipwrecks.co.uk/
http://www.naval-history.net/
https://www.thanet.gov.uk/publications/planning/conservation/westgate-on-sea-east/character-area-2-st-mildreds-court/
https://www.thanet.gov.uk/publications/planning/conservation/westgate-on-sea-east/character-area-2-st-mildreds-court/
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Westgate-on-Sea Trail Quiz 
 
 

 

Both sea planes and air planes used the RNAS airbase True/False 

Dorothy Hubbard was nursing in France when she was injured True/False 

The Bandstand was used for band concerts during the War True/False 

Both the Roger’s sisters volunteered at High Beach VAD 
hospital 

True/False 

More information about Westgate during the War can be found 
at the Heritage Centre 

True/False 

The Town Hall buildings were closed during the War True/False 

The Word Milk can still be seen where Thomas Setterfield lived True/False 

James Edward Fright, who  worked at the station, survived the 
War  

True/False 

Herbert Bennett was only 17 when he died True/False 

There was an ice skating rink at the hotel which the men used True/False 

 

 

 

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 

 

mailto:info@kentww1.com
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Map of Westgate-on-Sea  
Blue Trail 

 
 

 


