
Tenterden Railway 
and the Taunt family1

The station master was Arthur 
Taunt who lived at No. 5 
Station Road. Arthur and his 
wife Ellen were to lose 2 of 
their sons during the War, 
Arthur junior was killed in 
October 1914 and Herbert in 
August 1916. 

66 High Street (was 
The Post Office)4

The post office was vital 
during the War as letters were 
the only communication when 
people were away from home. 
The postal deliveries were cut 
to 5 a day during the War and 
many protested as the Post 
Office were trying to close 
branches due to a shortage 
of labour.

The Vine Inn, 76 
High Street3

The Tenterden Brewery 
was run at the Vine Inn by 
the 3 Edwards brothers, 
Henry, Robert and Frederick. 
Frederick’s wife Minnie was a 
VAD nurse at Clifton House 
and their son, also Frederick, 
enlisted in the RAF in June 
1918. Robert Edwards served 
in the Household Artillery 
Company from June 1916, 
both survived the War.

Tenterden and 
District Museum2

Within the museum there is 
access to digital archives, 
including the autograph book 
featuring verses and drawings 
from the men convalescing at 
the Temperance Hotel. 

St Mildreds Church 
Hall, Church Road7

This was the Drill station for 
Royal East Kent Mounted 
Rifles and The Buffs. By 
1915 volunteers for the 
Buffs only had to be 5 feet 
1 inches tall, as the height 
limit had been lowered 
- such was the need for 
recruits in the Army.

8
Frederick J Gilbert, a bell 
ringer, worked as an ironer 
with his mother, a laundress, 
at one of 4 laundries in 
Tenterden.  He joined East 
Kent Regiment and trained as 
a signaller. While with Royal 
Irish Rifles, he died of wounds 
in France on 7th June 1917. 

St Mildred’s 
Church

Town Hall, High 
Street9

During the War, this would 
have been the venue for 
recruitment meetings. This 
was also where the Buffs and 
the Mounted Rifles assembled 
for parades.

The Old Meeting 
House, 33 Ashford 
Road12

Wounded Belgian soldiers 
being treated at Clifton House 
were enabled to hear Mass 
at Christmas 1914 by the 
Unitarians at the Old Meeting 
House, in Ashford Road.
This was reported widely 
in the national press as an 
example of the support being 
given to the Belgians by local 
communities. 

Clifton House, 54 
Ashford Road13

Clifton House (a 20 bed 
hospital) was mobilised 
by Kent VAD 20 in October 
1914 to receive Belgian 
wounded soldiers, receiving 
the first group of 15 wounded 
soldiers in November 1914. 
It continued to operate until 
1919. 

1 Dane Cottages, 46 
Beacon Oak Road14

This was the home of Sam 
Austen (b 1886) and his wife 
Edith (b 1889) Sam was a train 
engine driver with the KESR at 
Tenterden railway station. He 
wore a special badge to show 
he was a train engine driver on 
nationally important war work.

Hainault Lodge, 
37 Golden Square15

This was the home of the 
Weeks family, headed by 
Reuben Weeks. One of his two 
sons, John, joined the Royal 
Flying Corps in 1915 and was 
discharged from the Royal Air 
Force in October 1918. We 
believe that this was due to 
an injury. 

Gatesdene (was 1 
Elmfield)16

This was one of several private 
schools which were in the area 
and where local people were 
employed. The School, formerly 
Cliff House, came from Thanet 
in 1917 because of the many 
air raids. This is now a block 
of flats.

The Cinema 
Palace, Oaks Road17

This is where, in 1916, local 
people would have gone to see 
the Battle of the Somme film 
which gave a real insight to 
the realities of War. Originally 
called the Electric Palace and 
renamed the Picture Theatre. 
It closed in February 1937 and 
was replaced by the Embassy 
Cinema on the High Street.

Recreation 
Ground18

Not only was this the site 
of regular livestock markets 
throughout the War but also 
it was the scene of the Peace 
Celebrations in 1919 when it 
was decorated with bunting 
and fairy lights.

Tenterden War 
Memorial20

The War memorial was 
unveiled on the 26th of May 
1920. The memorial’s architect 
was W. Wrigley Diggle of 
London. The 4 side panels list 
the local men who died during 
the War and the 4 steps on the 
base signify the four years the 
War lasted until the Armistice.

Tenterden Club, 
Church Road6

This was used as a War 
Hospital Supply Depot for 
the Red Cross in 1916. Local 
women and schoolchildren 
would knit, sew garments 
and make dressings for the 
wounded. Male volunteers 
would help with the packaging 
and transportation to the 
railway station, where the 
supplies would be sent to the 
Red Cross Central Workrooms 
in London.

Tenterden
Central trail:
2.91 km -1.8 miles

Tenterden Fire 
Station21

The Fire Station building 
had been The Market Hall. 
All fire crew were volunteers. 
In 1914 any men that were 
not eligible to enlist were 
encouraged by their Union to 
take up ambulance work in 
addition to their fire duties.

Now Prezzo’s, this 
hotel was used 
by soldiers whilst 
convalescing from 
their injuries. During 
their stay they filled 
books with drawings, 
anecdotes and 
verse. These may be 
seen digitally at The 
Tenterden and District 
Museum (see Point 2).

Temperance Hotel5

Francis Robinson 
Latter, second son of 
Tenterden’s Clerk of the 
Peace, Mr Arthur Latter 
and his wife Ada, died 
on 3 May 1917 aged 22. 
He was a Captain with 
7th battalion Queen’s 
Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). His elder 
brother Eric served with 
the RAF and survived.

Latter Residence, 16 High 
Street10

The Bank Manager 
during WW1 was Mr John 
W. Eden who had to deal 
with customers who were 
unable to access their 
money due to the Banks 
being closed by the 
Government for a week 
when War was declared. 
The bank closed in 
August 2017.

6 High Street (was Lloyds Bank)11

The Tenterden collection 
point, where anyone in 
Tenterden keeping chickens 
could donate eggs for the 
National Egg Collection. 
This scheme was to send 
fresh eggs to wounded 
soldiers in hospital in 
France and Britain. It 
would only take 3 days 
for the eggs to reach the 
hospitals in France.

47 The High Street, Tenterden19

Credits for Tenterden Central Trail: 1) 1403TEN Courtesy T Morgan; 2); 3); 4) 
1379TEN From the collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 5); 
6) 1371TEN From the collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 
7) 1372TEN From the collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 
8) 1380TEN From the collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 
9) 1382TEN From the collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 
10); 11) 1429TEN Courtesy Jack Gillett; 12); 13)s; 14) 1373TEN From the 
collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 15); 16); 17) 1376TEN 
From the collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website; 18); 19); 20) 
619TEN From the collection of D.Price; 21) 1426TEN From the collection of 
Jack Gillett on the mytenterden website.
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Credits for Tenterden St Michaels Trail: 1) 
1388TEN From the collection of Jack Gillett 
on the mytenterden website; 2); 3); 4); 
5) 1366TEN Courtesy Colin Young on the 
mytenterden website; 6) 1383TEN From the 
collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenter-
den website; 7) 1386TEN From the collec-
tion of Jack Gillett on the mytenterden 
website; Homewood: 1378TEN From the 
collection of Jack Gillett on the mytenter-
den website.

The Crown Inn, 
Ashford Road1

The landlord during WW1 
was William Reeves, assisted 
by his wife Phoebe. William 
junior (b1900) was a grocer’s 
assistant before he joined 
the Royal Artillery and he 
survived the War. Trade was 
affected by the restrictions 
on opening hours and not 
being allowed to buy drinks 
for anyone apart from 
yourself.

14 St Michael’s 
Terrace3

This is where Henry (Harry) 
Clarke and his brother Frank 
lived. They were domestic 
gardeners. Harry emigrated 
to Canada before the War 
and joined the CEF (Canadian 
Expeditionary Force) in October 
1915 and died in January 
1918. Frank joined the Buffs in 
December 1915 and survived 
the War.

St Michael’s Halt2
There was a small station 
(a Halt) here from 15th 
May 1905 with good train 
connections. In 1916, a 
nearby woodland, consisting 
of 300 mature oak trees, 
was sold by auction. Wood 
was in high demand on the 
Western Front for supporting 
trenches, and sleepers for the 
2,000 miles of tracks for light 
railways behind the lines.

The Vicarage, St 
Michaels5

Mary and Kathleen Jervis of 
The Vicarage both served 
as VAD nurses at Clifton 
House, Tenterden from 
1916 until 1918, after which 
they transferred to military 
hospitals until 1919.

St Michael’s C of E 
Primary School7

Children were allowed to miss 
school between May and 
October to help with growing 
and harvesting crops. They 
also collected conkers for the 
War effort. Starch extracted 
from the conkers was used 
to make acetone for the 
manufacture explosives.

6
Named on the Roll of Honour inside the Church is Frederick 
Collison (b.1900), the youngest of 14 children, living in St 
Michaels. Fred and his 5 brothers all served. Fred was serving 
with the Queens Royal West Surrey Regiment when he was killed 
on 20th June 1918. His brothers survived.

St Michael and All Angels Parish Church

4
Charles Head (b 1897) lived here 
for a time with his Grandfather, 
the village baker, and attended 
the local school. Charles joined 
the RAMC in August 1914, serving 
first in France being transferred 
to Salonika in 1915. Conditions 
in both places were poor and 
Charles suffered ill health. He 
spent 6 months in various 
hospitals before dying in Malta 
on the 17th April 1917 aged 20.

The Old Bakery, Ashford Road

St Michaels Trail  
960 metres – ½ a 
mile

Now a school, this was the country home of Lady Drury during 
the Autumn of 1914.  She took a great interest in Clifton House, 
not only supporting the operation financially but also inviting 
convalescing Belgian soldiers into her home and providing 
entertainment.

  Nearby place: Homewood

Tenterden
Central and St Michaels 

Trails
First World War

Walking Trails
Revealing the history of local people, 

places and events
These trails were developed in partnership with 

Jack Gillett, Nick Hudd, Sue Ferguson, 
Colin Young and John Weller

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information 
only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see the website for 

walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to discover more 
information and to take part in the quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines
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