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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a
link to an app.
Travel information:
By car: The postcode for the start of the Tenterden Trail is TN30 6HE and for the St Michaels
Trail is TN30 6DJ.
Parking: There is a pay and display car park at the Tenterden and District Museum for the
Tenterden Trail.
There is limited free on road parking near the start of the St Michaels Trail.
Places of rest / Facilities:
There are toilets with disabled facilities opposite the entrance to the Museum car park.
Walking Advice – Health and Safety
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map.
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go.
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking:
 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance,
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss ,
damages or injury whist following this trail.
Disclaimer
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in
whole to such errors.
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com
Trail specific information
Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trails in a considerate manner to
others.
The trail in St Michaels is up and downhill.
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.
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Introduction
The origins of the settlement of Tenterden are lost in the mists of time. The area of the Wealden
forest used for pig foraging by Minster-in-Thanet abbey became known as “the den of the Thanet
folk” = tanet wara den = Tenterden. The presence of a church dedicated to St Mildred (Abbess of
Minster) suggests a settlement dating to around the 8 th or 9th centuries. (Tenterden’s oldest written
document is the Heronden Charter of 968AD). The later prosperity of the 13 th to 15th centuries
(wool, shipbuilding, cloth-making) led to Tenterden’s incorporation into the Cinque Ports as a
member with Rye. Several kings are known to have visited in the heyday of the tidal naval
shipyards at Smallhythe and Reading Street.
The men who died in the First World War (up to five from one family are known) included the son
of the Revd J A Babington, Vicar of Tenterden, who dedicated the War Memorial. Our knowledge
of town affairs in this period owes much to the Parish Magazines, in which the Vicar recorded
deaths, news from those at the fronts, and contributions made by the town generally, including to
the National Egg Scheme (see entry re 47 High St).
Both Railway and Post Office were of prime significance in wartime conditions, and we must not
underestimate the efforts of the entire community in supporting the wounded, as well as troops at
the fronts. The influx of large numbers of Belgian refugees in 1914 (much greater than recent
such arrivals) placed additional constraints upon the whole county. In late 1914, Roman Catholic
worship took place in the Old Meeting House (a building steeped in Tenterden’s strong tradition of
non-conformist Protestantism!) Indeed, that building has probably seen the widest possible
spectrum in Tenterden of worship patterns, not forgetting that Benjamin Franklin preached there in
the 18th century.
The settlement of St Michaels (originally named Boresisle) has always retained a sense of
different “identity” from Tenterden proper. All ages contributed to the war effort (note the “conker
collection”).
With contributions to the armed services and to local “volunteer” forces, together with the civilian
contributions, the market town of Tenterden played its role in the war of 1914-18.
Nick Hudd
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Tenterden Trail
Distance: 1.8 miles (2.91 km)

1. The Kent and East Sussex Railway (known as the Rother Valley Railway
when founded) and the Taunt family
Start here: TN30 6HE.
The station master was Arthur Frank Taunt who lived at
No. 5 Station Road with his wife Ellen. His eldest son,
also Arthur Frank (b1887), enlisted with the 14 thKing’s
Hussars, who were based in India, before the War and
might have been home on leave when War was declared
and sent to France attached to another Regiment. He
was killed in action in France on the 26th October 1914,
being remembered on the Menin Gate, Ypres.
The family suffered another loss when their son Herbert
James (b 1896), who had enlisted in Maidstone with the
Queens Own Yeomanry, the West Kent Hussars, was killed on Thursday 21st August 1916.
Having no known grave he is remembered at the
Thiepval Memorial. Before he enlisted Herbert worked
as a clerk at a local corn merchants.
The railway station was where the ambulance trains,
often at night, arrived carrying the wounded. The VAD
volunteers then transported the wounded to local
hospitals.
The railway is now the home of the Cavell Van, which
was used after the War to bring home Edith Cavell,
Captain Fryatt and the Unknown Warrior.
http://www.kentfallen.com/PDF%20REPORTS/TENTERDEN.pdf
Census records and Commonwealth Graves Commission

2. Tenterden and District Museum
Walk up Station Road and turn right into the car park of the Museum.
Within the museum there is a WW1 exhibition, a fire engine
from the WW1 period and access to digital archives
including the book from the Temperance Hotel which includes
drawings, verse and anecdotes of the convalescing soldiers
staying there (see Point 5).
The Tenterden Museum charges an entrance fee. For more
information
and
opening
times
please
visit
http://www.tenterdenmuseum.co.uk/
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3. The Vine Inn, 76 High Street
Turn right and continue down Station Road. The Vine Inn is on the corner with the High Street.
The three Edwards brothers, Henry, Robert and Frederick, ran
the Tenterden Brewery, which was taken over by their father
Obadiah in 1872 and was situated at the Vine. Frederick’s wife
Minnie was a part time nurse at Clifton House from December
1916 to December 1918.
Frederick and Minnie had one son, Frederick Cyril (b 1900),
and 3 daughters, Dorothy, Joyce and Audrey. Frederick Cyril
joined the cadets in May 1917 and in June 1918 enlisted with
the RAF when he was recorded as being 5ft 10 ½ tall with blue
eyes. He had not followed his father into brewing and was an electrical engineer when he
enlisted and subsequently served in a maintenance depot in Hammersmith. Frederick’s uncle
Robert (b 1867) was 49 when he enlisted with the Honourable Artillery Company in August
1916. Both uncle and nephew were to survive the War and in 1922 Frederick Cyril married a
Miss Dorothy Love.
The Edwards brothers also owned several local public houses and manufactured mineral water.

Sources: various newspapers, census records, National Archive records and the Red Cross
http://www.dover-kent.com/Breweries/Tenterden-Brewery.html

4. 66 High Street (was The Post Office)
Turn left along the High Street to number 66.
As the only form of communication for most people
were letters the Post Office was vital for families to
keep in touch with the men in the services and vital for
the morale of the fighting man. Letters for the troops
were collected from the Post Office and sent by train to
a central sorting office in London
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5. Temperance Hotel
Continue along the High Street to the junction with Church Road. The building on the left corner
was the Temperance Hotel.

The Temperance Hotel was not an official VAD Hospital
and so would have been entirely supported by the local
community. However, there
were many such hospitals
during the First World War
and their role was vital. The
men enjoyed staying in these
as these establishments were
less strict than the Military
Hospitals and they had more opportunity for outside visits.

6. Tenterden Club, Church Road
Walk up Church Road and the Tenterden Club is on the left.
War Hospital Supply Depots were set up by the Red
Cross and run by volunteers.
The local women and schoolchildren would sew
nightwear, and make bandages and dressings
which were needed in all the VAD hospitals around
the country. Often the supplies to make the garments
were purchased by the local community.
Items such as sphagnum moss, used to make
wound dressings, would be supplied by the Red
Cross who would also supply patterns and a list of
what was needed to keep the hospitals supplied.
Once sufficient had been produced men would help pack everything together and the goods
would be sent by train to the Central Red Cross Workrooms in London from where they would be
sent around the country to the hospitals.
There were more than 2,700 war supply depots and working parties arranged by the Red Cross
countrywide.
Source: Red Cross
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7. St Mildred’s Church Hall, Church Road
Next door to the Tenterden Club
The Drill Hall was where D Squadron of the Royal
East Kent Mounted Rifles and G Company for the 4 th
Battalion, The East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) met.
During 1914 and 1915 there were many newspaper
articles appealing for men to join the Buffs by going
along to the Drill Hall for more information.
Those who were too young or too old to serve could
join as a volunteer. After conscription was
introduced in 1916 any man who was given an
exemption would often have the condition that he
had to join the volunteers and would have to report
for training and patrols several times a week. Notices for the training were put in the
newspapers and if a man failed to do his duty he could be summoned back to the tribunal and
immediately sent into the forces. By 1915
volunteers for the Buffs only had to be 5 feet 1
inches tall, as the height limited had been
lowered - such was the need for recruits in the
Army.
Sources Various editions of the Thanet Advertiser and
http://www.geograph.org.uk
Courtesy of www.geograph.org.uk

8. St Mildred’s Church
Cross over the road to the Church
Frederick (known as Fred) James Gilbert (b
1890), a bell ringer at St Mildred’s Church,
lived on Golden Square with his mother
Mary. Both mother and son worked for one
of the 4 laundries in the area but we are
not certain which one.
In 1915 laundries in Tenterden were: Coop
Laundry in part of 100 High Street (since
demolished and replaced by Manor Row);
Beacon Oak Laundry, Green Hedges off
Beacon Oak Road; Milsted Church Road
(was No 1 Church Road – now
demolished); and Miss Neve, Gas Lane
(now Bridewell Lane).
Fred joined the East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) in Ashford in 1916 and trained as a signaller.
He went to the Front in March 1917. He was severely injured during the capture of Messines
Ridge died a few hours later on the 7 th June 1917 and is buried in the Bailleul Communal
Cemetery Extension.
Source: http://kcacr.org.uk/association/world-war-1-records/roll-of-honour, Commonwealth War Graves
Commission and information concerning the laundries from John Weller.
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9. Town Hall, High Street
Walk back down Church Lane and turn left onto the High Street to the Town Hall
(There is an alternative route through the Churchyard)

During the War, this would have been the venue for
recruitment meetings. This was also where the Buffs and
the Mounted Rifles assembled for parades.

10. Latter Residence, 16 High Street
Continue along the High Street to Number 16
Mr Arthur Herbert Latter was a
solicitor and Tenterden’s Clerk of
the Peace. He was married to Ada
and their 2 elder sons both
served. Eric Arthur (b 1893) was
still serving with the RAF at the end
of the War but Captain Francis
Robinson Latter (b 1895) died on
the 3rd of May 1917. He was
serving with the 7th Battalion the Queen’s Own the Royal West Kent
regiment, having joined in 1914 and been promoted several times.
Francis has no known grave and is commemorated on the Arras
Memorial France.
For more information about the day he was killed see
http://www.kentfallen.com/PDF%20REPORTS/TENTERDEN.pdf

Sources Commonwealth War Grave Commission.
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11. 6 High Street (was Lloyds Bank)
Carry along the High Street to number 6.
When War was declared the Banks were closed by the Government for a week and people
were unable to access their money, pay their staff or order
new supplies. Mr John W Eden was the Bank Manger at the
time and when the Banks reopened he had to ration the
amount of gold which people were allowed to take out.
The Bank of England's official rate for lending operations
soared from 3% to 10% in a matter of days, which had an effect
on local businesses at a very uncertain time.
Mr Eden was the Club Secretary of Tenterden Golf Club
(originally located along Appledore Road) and Treasurer of the
Football Club.
Various newspapers of the time, Kelly’s Kent 1913.

12. The Old Meeting House, 33 Ashford Road
Keep walking straight along the High Street and into Ashford Road. Go past Mulberry Gardens
and you will find The Old Meeting House on your left.
The wounded Belgian soldiers in the VAD wanted
to be able to take part in a Mass at Christmas
1914. The nearest Catholic Church being in ten
miles away the Unitarian Church of Tenterden
offered their Old Meeting House and school to be
used and fitted out the schoolroom as a temporary
Chapel and allowed the vestry to be used as a
confessional, the priest who officiated at the Mass
was a Belgian refugee himself, the Abbe of
Malines. This was such a very unusual event as at
the time as Catholics and Protestants did not mix in
a religious context that the event was reported in
Huddersfield, Middlesbrough and Irish newspapers.
The minister of the Unitarians was Harold Rylett,
who lived in the Chapel House on Ashford Road with his wife Louisa
Huddersfield Daily Examiner 30 December 1914

13. Clifton House, 54 Ashford Road
Continue along Ashford Road until you reach the pedestrian crossing before St Andrews Church
Cross the road with care and you will see Clifton House.

The local VAD Unit was Kent 20, which was founded in
1911 and so the initial volunteers had already received
some training when War was declared.
At the beginning of the War they volunteered at other
hospitals such as in Ashford but in October 1914 Clifton
House was mobilised as a hospital - local people gave
items and funds to equip the 20 beds.
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In November 1914 the first wounded Belgian
soldiers, numbering 15, arrived at the railway station
and were brought here in private cars for treatment.
Many local people gave their time to support the
operation of this hospital, which finally closed in
January 1919.
Information courtesy Red Cross and Kent Care for the
Wounded.

14. 1 Dane Cottages, 46 Beacon Oak Road
Turn right down Rothley Close. Just as the road curves you will see a footpath in front of you.
Walk down the footpath which will take you into Danemore. Continue to the end of the road and
turn left onto Golden Square. At the end of the road turn left onto Beacon Oak Road and you will
see 1 Dane Cottages on the left.
The home of Sam Austen and his wife Edith, Sam was a
train engine driver with the Kent and East Sussex Railway
(K&ESR) and drove the tank engines on the line.
Although Sam did not serve many of his colleagues did and
some of the tank engines were sent to France to work on
the railways moving the munitions and supplies to the
Front. Sam himself would have worked erratic hours as
the train service was very disrupted due to the volume of
military traffic and the priority this was given. He wore a
special badge to show he was a train engine driver on nationally important War work.
There were also ambulance trains, which often arrived at night.

Source: Ancestry

Image: Replica of a Railway Service
badge. Courtesy John Weller
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15. Hainault Lodge, 37 Golden Square
Retrace your steps back down Beacon Oak Road and turn right into Golden Square. On the left
you will see 37 Golden Square.
Reuben Weeks,a Builder, was the head of the family
living in Hainault Lodge.
His two sons, John and Frank worked in his
contractor business, R Weeks & Sons. John became
an electrician and joined the Royal Flying Corps in
1915. He was promoted twice whilst he served with
the RFC, which later to become the RAF in 1918. He
was promoted to Corporal in September 1917 and
Sergeant in May 1918. He was discharged from the
RAF in October 1918. We believe that he was
discharged due to an injury.
Back at home, John was the Secretary to the Tenterden Football Club.
At the start of the War both the Army and Navy had a flying arm, in the case of the Navy this was
the RNAS. 1st April 1918, the Royal Air Force was created by amalgamating the Royal Flying
Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service.
Sources: Lives of the First World War and various newspapers

16. Gatesdene (was 1 Elmfield)
Continue along this road. Gatesdene is the new block of flats on the left hand side of the road on
the corner of Elmfield. There is no need to cross the road here.

This was the site of one of the several private schools which were in Tenterden. Advertisements
in the newspapers for the schools stressed the safety and good transport links via the Station.
This was the site of Gatesdene which had been known as Cliff House in Thanet and moved here
in 1917 because of the number of air raids on Thanet during the War.
www.mytenterden.co.uk/pdf/education-in-20th-century-tenterden.pdf
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17. The Cinema Palace, Oaks Road
Continue along the road and the old cinema is on the right hand side opposite Sandy Lane.
It was not until August 1916 when the film of The Battle of the Somme was first screened that
most people on the home front really got a glimpse of life on the Western Front. The film of The
Battle of the Somme was shot by only two cameramen, Geoffrey Malins and John McDowell, in
June and July 1916 and documented the British Army's preparation for the battle, the battle itself,
and the outcome. The film also offers glimpses of daily life - eating, marching, hauling
equipment etc., and people went to see the film hoping to get a glimpse of a loved one . It was the
first time a camera crew had filmed actual battlefield scenes which the audience found
shocking.

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/39616/photos/143671

18. Recreation Ground
Cross the road with care. The recreation ground is on your left hand side.
The recreation ground was the site of regular livestock markets for sheep lamb and cattle which
continued through the First World War. An example of the volume of animals coming into
Tenterden is an auction on September 3rd 1915 when Harry Judge, the local auctioneer of Harry
Judge and Burtenshaw; who had offices on the High Street; was advertising a sale of 3,500
sheep and lambs. Other auctions also consisted of cattle and were conducted by auctioneers
from Rye and Lydd. Local farmers would drive their animals here on foot; some other animals
would arrive by trains at the station and be driven through the town to the Recreation Ground.
It was reported in the Folkestone and Hythe
Herald that the Peace Decorations on the
Recreation Ground at Tenterden were
particularily fine; not only was the ground
decorated with bunting but the entrance was
adorned with fairy lights and had a large
trophy with the word Peace on it over the
entrance.

Sources Sussex Agricultural Express and August
1915, Folkestone, Hythe, Cheriton and Sandgate
Herald 26th July 1919 and various other
newspapers
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19. 47 High Street, Tenterden
Continue down the High Street. 47 High Street is just before Six Fields Path.
This was the local collection point for the National Egg
Scheme. This scheme was begun in 1914, with the aim of
sending 200,000 eggs a week to the Base Hospitals in France.
Anyone who kept poultry was encouraged to take their eggs to
their local collection point where they would be packed in special
boxes and despatched to London by train to a distribution
warehouse in London, which was initially provided free of charge
by Harrods.
It would generally take 3 days for an egg to arrive in France.
As the War carried on the target was raised to a million eggs a
week and the eggs were also distributed to hospitals in Britain.
Tenterden joined the scheme in 1916 and some of the eggs
collected were delivered to the local VAD Hospital at Clifton
House (stop 13) with the rest being sent to London. Tenterden and the local villages collected
17,383 eggs between May 1916 and 25 January 1919.
When the scheme was ended in March 1919 it was reported that 41 million eggs had been
collected, 32 million of which had been sent to Base Hospitals in France and Belgium.
Children were encouraged to get involved in the Egg Collection Scheme and some people wrote
messages on the shells for the soldiers who were going to receive the eggs.

courtesy IWM
Sources: Tenterden and District Local History Society
http://ww1centenary.oucs.ox.ac.uk/body-and-mind/the-national-egg-collection-for-wounded-soldiers-andsailors-1914-1918/
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20. Tenterden War Memorial
Continue along the High Street to the War Memorial.
The War Memorial was unveiled and dedicated on Wednesday 26th May 1920.
The four steps of the memorial’s base represent the 4 years of the Great War (although the war
was not officially over until 1919). The 3 side panels list local men who gave their lives for their
King and country.
The memorial’s architect was W. Wrigley Diggle of London, son of Cllr J.R Diggle. Lieutenant
Colonel J Body (5 Buffs) unveiled the memorial on Wednesday 26 May 1920. The Reverend J.A
Babbington; whose son had been killed in the War; dedicated the monument and the Last Post
was sounded by the 5th Buffs Band from Ashford.
Information courtesy of http://www.kentfallen.com/

21. Site of Tenterden Fire Station
Cross the High Street with care and retrace your steps as far as station Road. The site of the Fire
Station is on the corner of the High Street and Station Road.
Tenterden Fire Station, housed in what was the Market
Hall, stood at the junction of Station Road and the High
Street. The only evidence of the building now is the roof
line on the side of the building opposite the Vine Inn.
Horse drawn and then steam powered fire engines
would have been used here. Once the motorised fire
engines became too big to fit into, and also pass by the
side of the building, the Fire Station had to be relocated.
The fire crews were all volunteers and were encouraged by their Union to take First Aid training
and take up Ambulance work as well as their fire duties .They assisted with the wounded
soldiers who arrived at the Railway Station by helping transport them to the local VAD hospital.
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St Michaels
Distance: 0.5 miles (960 metres)
1. The Crown Inn, Ashford Road
Start here: TN30 6DJ

William Reeves was the landlord of the Crown (which dates from 1827) from 1913 until his death
in 1936. His family had run the pub since 1866. His wife Phoebe assisted him running the public
house. They had 2 children Annie (b 1898) and William (b 1900). William junior was a grocer’s
assistant before joining the Royal Artillery.
In April 1919, whilst in Ballykinler, Ireland, he attested that he wished to sign for another 27
months. The Army paid a bounty to men who reenlisted to prolong their military service and
William would have received £20 in 3 instalments together with other enhancements. Army life
obviously suited him as he joined the regular Army with the Royal Corps of Signals in April 1925.
Trade at the Crown would have been affected by legislation in the Defence of the Realm Act
(DORA) which greatly curtailed opening hours for the sale of intoxicating liquor , did not allow
the buying of a round of drinks ( treating as it was known) and did not allow anyone to buy alcohol
on credit.
http://www.1914-1918.net

2. St Michael’s Halt
Walk up Grange Road taking care on the narrow footpath. When you reach the junction of
Orchard Road you will see the site of St Michael’s Halt on the opposite side of the road.
Now a footpath and cycleway, this was once part
of the railway that ran from Tenterden through the
St Michael tunnel to Headcorn. The halt at St
Michaels was a single track with one platform
made out of sleepers and a tin shed serving as a
ticket office and opened in 1905, finally closing on
2nd January 1954.
Boys from Asheton School at The Grange
(bombed in WW2 and now Birds Isle House),
wearing their scarlet blazers, used this station
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from 1917 and the school emphasised the excellent transport links.
The advertisement of an auction of woodland consisting of 300 straight oak trees in 1916
emphasised the importance of timber to the War effort.
Timber was needed in the trenches for the support of the trenches and for duckboard to walk
upon. Timber was also needed as railway sleepers, For instance it was used in 2,000 mile of
track for the light railway behind the lines on the Western Front. The track was vital as an efficient
way of keeping the Line supplied and was extensively shelled by the Germans and in need of
constant repair. Prior to the War much of our timber had been imported and it was the difficulty in
maintaining a supply of timber during the War that led to the set up of the Forestry Commission in
1919.
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/transport-and-supply-during-the-first-world-war
www.geocaching.com/geocache/GC32CAC_long-lost-railway-stations-8-st-michaels

3. 14 St Michael’s Terrace
This is located behind you just before the junction of Orchard Road.
Harry George Clarke (b1891) was a domestic
gardener on the 1911 census and lived with his father
Thomas, mother Harriett and elder brother Frank.
At some point between the 1911 census and the
outbreak of War Henry emigrated to Canada and was
employed as a labourer. He enlisted on the 27th July
1915 at Smiths Falls, Ontario with the 42nd Regiment,
Smiths Falls, Ontario, but his application was not
finalised until October 1915.
Private Clarke (144645) was transferred to the 77th
Overseas Battalion CEF (Canada Expeditionary
Force) and probably left Canada from Halifax, Nova
Scotia on SS Missanabie on the 19th June 1916.
He would have spent time training at Shornecliffe in
Folkestone and so would have visited his family before
he was sent to France with the 38th Battalion, Canadian
Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment).
He died of his wounds on the 13th January 1918 and is buried in the Aubigny Communal
Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais.
Frank Clarke enlisted with the 5th Buffs in Ashford on the 9th December 1915. His records show
he served, both at home and abroad (France). He survived the War.
The family also had a Miss Agnew living with them as a boarder. She was an elementary school
teacher, probably at St Michael’s school.
http://www.kentfallen.com/PDF%20REPORTS/TENTERDEN.pdf ,
http://data2.archives.ca/e/e444/e011092669.pdf
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4.The Old Bakery, Ashford Road
Retrace your steps back to the Crown Inn and turn left along the main Ashford Road. Just after
the crossing you will see the Old Bakery on your left.
Private Charles Edward Milton Head (493233) (b 1897) lived with his grandfather, William Milton,
the village baker, when he was a young boy and attended the local school. In the 1911 census
he, together with his widowed mother, Ellen, and younger sister Nellie, lived in 3 Forest Cottages,
43 Golden Square, Tenterden and Charles, having just left school, was an errand boy.
When Charles joined the Territorial Force with the RAMC
(Royal Army Medical Corps) on the 10th August 1914,
aged 17 years and 10 months, in Maidstone, he was
working as a grocer’s assistant. His mother and sister
went back to live with his grandfather in the Old Bakery.
After Charles had completed his training, he embarked
from Southampton on S.S. Kingstonian, disembarking
the next morning at Le Havre, France. From there he was
sent to the 31st Field Ambulance.
While in France he was admitted to hospital at Boulogne
with influenza on the 21st February 1915. He was
discharged from hospital ‘fit for duty’ on the 8th March
1915. He joined the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force
on the 25th November 1915, disembarking some time
later at Salonika, Greece.
The conditions were harsh over the winter as the British
troops dug in to defend the coast from the Austrian and
Bulgarian forces and at some point Charles fell ill again.
Charles spent 6 months in various hospitals finally being sent to Malta to the Military Hospital at
Imtarfa in March 1917. Although initially Charles seemed to make a recovery his condition
deteriorated and he finally died of heart failure on 17th April 1917, aged 20 years. He is at rest
in Pieta Military Cemetery, Malta.
Malta was a centre for hospitals having 27 hospitals and 25000 beds and was known as the
‘Nurse of the Mediterranean’. Such was the importance to the Allied forces of the medical
facilities that there were increasing attacks on hospital ships by German U-boats and so by
mid 1917 wounded and sick men were treated closer to the battle front. At one time there were
more casualties from disease than from enemy action. This is a reminder that illness could be
as fatal as the enemy.
Sources maltaramc.com/ www.militaryimages.net and http://www.1914-1918.net/salonika.htm
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5. The Vicarage, St Michaels
Continue on up the hill and past the Church. On the opposite side of the road you will see Glebe
House. This was the site of the Vicarage during WW1.
Mary Gwendoline Jervis (b 1893) and
Kathleen Monica (b 1896) were the
daughters of clergyman, John, and his wife
Emily. They both volunteered as nurses
with the VAD at Clifton House, Tenterden in
1916.
Kathleen left Clifton House in January 1918 to take up a paid nursing position
with the VAD in the Military Hospital at Canterbury, where her sister joined
her in June of 1918, also as a paid nurse (£22 per annum).
Mary then went on to serve in the Hospital at Denmark Hill London.

Information and image courtesy of the Red Cross.

6. St Michael and All Angels Parish Church.
Retrace your steps back to St Michaels Church.
Frederick Collison was born in 1900 and was the
youngest of 14 children. Their father, Absolom, was
a flower dealer and three of his sons were also in
the flower business with him. Their family home
was in Little Hill, St Michaels, outside Tenterden.
Three of Fred’s brothers,
John, William and Harry,
served in The Buffs.
Apsey served in the
Worcestershire
Regiment and Trayton served in the Labour Corps.
Frederick was a private in the 6th Battalion Queens Royal West Surrey
regiment. He fell on 20th June 1918 and is buried at Harponville
Communal Cemetery, 3 kilometres along the D47 north of Contay
towards Varennes. The Commonwealth War graves at Harponville
are made up of men who died during the German advance on the
Somme in 1918.
Luckily Fred’s five brothers survived the war. Although losses were
Image: John Collison about 1916
vast during WW1, 9 out of 10 came home.
Information provided by Carol Douglas (nee Collison), whose grandfather was John Collison.
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In the graveyard there is a gravestone for the Blackman brothers. Before the War, the Blackman
family had already lost one son Sims (named after his father)
who had died aged 23 in 1908. On his gravestone is also
commemorated his brother James Samuel Blackman, who
served with the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in Mesopotamia.
The Buffs were serving with the Indian Army at the time and
the Mesopotamian campaign was fought through modern day
Iraq and bordering countries. The main aim of the campaign
was to maintain the vital supplies of oil.
James died on the 21st January 1916 with no known grave
and is commemorated on the Basra Memorial. His family had
his name added to his brother’s headstone in the churchyard.
Source: Lives of the First World War

7. St Michael’s C of E Primary School
You will find St Michael’s School just past the church.
The school was originally known as Boresisle School when it opened, as at the time St Michaels
was called Boresisle before 1870, when the Post Office changed its name.
All the local children would have attended the school during the War. The Education Authority
gave a special dispensation during the War to allow children to miss school from May to
October in order to help on the land.
There was a shortage of food due to
the U-boat campaign and shortage of
manpower on the farms as so many had
enlisted.
School children also took part in the
national scheme of conker collecting.
Until the War, acetone used in the
manufacture of explosives was imported
from Germany. There was a scheme to
extract the starch needed to make
acetone from conkers and school
children from around the country were
encouraged to collect conkers.
www.mytenterden.co.uk/directory/20th-century-education-in-tenterden-article-
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Other points of interest
 Homewood the home of Lady Drury
Homewood, now a school, was the home of
Lady Drury. Lady Drury’s husband, Admiral Sir
Charles Drury, had died in May 1914 and they
seem to have had no children. Homewood was
their country home where Lady Drury was living
during the Autumn of 1914. She took a great
interest in Clifton House, not only supporting
the operation financially but also inviting
convalescing Belgian soldiers into her home
and providing entertainment.
Kelly’s Directory Kent 1913, Courtesy of Kent and
Sussex Courier 8th January 1915

 Heronden - the Peel family home.

The Gatehouse – Heronden

Cicily Peel M.B.E. was a volunteer at Park House where she served as Commandant - this
meant that she was in overall charge of the hospital - she also combined this role with being the
quartermaster. As quartermaster it was her responsibility to ensure that all food, bedding,
clothing for the patients and medical supplies were ordered and accounted for. Unsurprisingly
given these 2 roles, Cecily was at the hospital full time. Her 2 sisters Esther and Dora were part
time nurses undertaking general duties.
Their brother Cyril (b 1876) had joined the Royal Navy in 1890 and was Captain of HMS
Amphitrite, which was a Diadem class cruiser, converted to a mine layer assigned to the Nore
Command. The ship itself did not sink but he died on the 8th of November 1918 of
pneumonia/influenza aged 43 at the Larbert Naval Hospital, Larbert, Stirling, Scotland. He left his
estate to his sisters Cicely and Dora.
http://www.britishempire.co.uk/forces/navyships/cruisers/hmsamphitrite1898.htm
http://www.kentfallen.com/PDF%20REPORTS/TENTERDEN.pdf
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Tenterden Trail Quiz

1. The ambulance trains often arrived at Tenterden Station at night
carrying the wounded

True/False

2. Volunteers at the Red Cross War Hospital Supply Depots used
sphagnum moss to make wound dressings

True/False

3. In 1915 volunteers for the Buffs had to be at least 5 feet 6 inches tall

True/False

4. Wounded Belgian soldiers took part in a Catholic Mass in the
Protestant Unitarian Church at Christmas in 1914

True/False

5. John Weeks of Golden Square became an electrician and joined the
Royal Air Force in 1915

True/False

6.The Battle of the Somme film shown at the Cinema Palace showed
footage of actual battlefield scenes

True/False

7. Tenterden had a local collection point for the National Egg Scheme.

True/False

8. In the war people were allowed to buy a round of drinks and have True/False
alcohol on credit in the Crown Inn
9. Harry George Clarke, of St Michael’s Terrace, enlisted in the army in
the United Kingdom

True/False

10. Frederick Collison was a private in the 6th Battalion Queens Royal
West Surrey regiment

True/False

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to
info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate.
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Trail Maps
Tenterden Main Trail
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St Michaels Trail
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