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Trail Specific Information, Glossary and Introduction
Sevenoaks Burgundy Trail
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Places Nearby
Quiz
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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a
link to an app.
Travel information
By car:
By Train:

Starting point of Burgundy: TN13 1AU
Starting point of Green: TN13 1XJ
Sevenoaks train station is located slightly off of the Green trail. If you leave the
stations and turn right down London Road you will emerge on the Green trail.

Parking: Tesco behind library and Blighs Meadow TN13 1DB
Places of rest / Facilities:
Various cafes and pubs are located around Sevenoaks, with many of them being on the Burgundy
Trail.
Walking Advice – Health and Safety
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map.
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go.
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking:
 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance,
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss,
damages or injury whist following this trail.
Disclaimer
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in
whole to such errors.
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com
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Trail specific information
Take care crossing all roads, ensuring that you use all crossing provided.
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.

Glossary
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.

Introduction
Sevenoaks was a prosperous town before the War, situated on important road and rail links from
London to the Coast.
Men from Sevenoaks already in the Territorials left to serve overseas and an appeal went out for
men to volunteer to serve as special constables to stand in for regular police officers who had
joined up.
In October 1914 there were recruiting drives held in Sevenoaks and surrounding villages- many
of these were held using magic lantern slides depicting the War in Belgium. These public events
were held in places such as The Vine, the Market Place and some schools. In particular there
was a drive to recruit 350 men to serve with the 4th Foreign Service Battalion of the Royal West
Kent Regiment.
As the Sevenoaks men left other soldiers were billeted in the town – the first draft were recruits
from the 4th Royal West Kent Regiment and the Free Library was opened specially for the
soldiers on Sundays from 2.30pm till 9pm to give them somewhere to go rather than a public
house. By the 16th of October 1914 the town was preparing to receive 6,000 troops– some were
housed in hotels, halls and some in private homes such as Bradbourne Park House.
The Public Baths in Eardley Road were finally opened in December 1914 which greatly helped
with the number of soldiers billeted in smaller houses without bathrooms. The Drill Hall in Argyle
Road was used by the troops.
The Vine was a public area given to the people of Sevenoaks and also the home of the The Vine
cricket club (one of the oldest in the country). The Vine was used as a parade ground for the
troops during the First World War and the YMCA had a canteen for the troops nearby manned by
local volunteers.
Knole Paddock was a local reception centre for horses which had been purchased locally before
the being sent to their units. The horses were guarded by the local reserve.
In October 1914 at the VAD hospital in Cornwall Hall on The Drive was mobilised to receive
Belgian wounded soldiers, who also went to St John’s Hall. Kent VAD 76 continued to run the
Cornwall Hall as a hospital throughout the War, and by the end of the War more than 3,000 men
had been treated there.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser, Kent and Sussex Courier
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Burgundy Trail
2.5km (1.5 miles)
Stop 1. 55 London Rd Hills Brothers Coal Merchants
Starting point; 55 London Road, TN13 1AU
Coal was in such demand during the War that
shortages and rising prices were common. In 1916 a
system of rationing based on how many rooms in a
dwelling was implemented in London and places such
as Dover.
Sevenoaks District Council used powers given to it by
the Government to set the price of coal in the district.
Price was dependant on quantity purchase; it being
cheaper to buy in bulk; but merchants could charge
for delivery. All the coal for the town was brought in by
railway to a special siding and people could save
money by going to the siding to buy their coal.
People were advised by the Government to mix coal with coke, to put fire bricks in their grate to
decrease the size of the fire, and not to heat more than one room. In 1918 local coal committees
were formed to fix the price of coal locally.

Stop 2. 41 London Road - Essenhigh Corke photographic studios
Walk down London Road to number 41 London Road.
Henry Essenhigh Corke (b 1884) was a very gifted
photographer and elected as a Fellow of the Royal
Photographic Society specializing in plant photography.
However it was his portraits which gave pleasure and
comfort to many as he often visited local hospitals to take
photographs of convalescent men. He suffered from ill
health and died in March 1919 from pneumonia at the age of
35.The work in the studio carrying on supervised by his sister,
who had worked alongside him during the War. He was
survived by his two brothers who served and returned.
Private Douglas Essenhigh Corke served with the Royal Engineers Signals, he volunteered on
the 26th August 1914. He was deployed to Bombay in April 1917 and served in the
Mesopotamia Expeditionary Force; he left from Basra in February arriving back in England to
be demobbed at Crystal Palace on the 21st March 1919.
His brother Lawrence Essenhigh Corke enlisted with the Royal West Kent Regiment in August
1914. He married Kathleen on the 20th June 1916. Lawrence was discharged in February 1919
and judged to be 40% disabled and granted a war pension.
Sources: Lives of the First World War and https://parksandgardensuk.wordpress.com/2016/05/21/henryessenhigh-corke/
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Stop 3. Granville Road - The Post Office (This part of the road was renamed
South Road)
Continue to the junction with South Park Road. The Post Office was down this Road.
There is a Roll of Honour situated in the main
post office to the eighty nine men who served,
with the 14 names of those who died listed
on the central board. As men joined up
women were recruited in their place and it
was reported in the paper in 1917 one of those
was Sergeant Seabrooke’s wife, whose
husband was serving in the Army in France.
Under the Our Boys section in the local paper
there were several mentions of men having a
fortnight’s home leave having been in France
for 18 months or two years. There are also mentions of when men were captured, such as
Sapper Greenaway in December 1917, and those who fell, such as Corporal Cosgrove, a keen
local footballer, who had been home on leave in November 1917, but was killed in action in
April 1918.
The amazing efficiency of the postal service to the Western Front where letters usually took
around 4 days to get to the men should not make us forget the many others serving around the
world in places such as Mesopotamia whose families had to post their parcels in October to
arrive in time for Christmas.
Sources: Various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser

Stop 4. 18 London Rd - Twiddys
Turn around and on the opposite side of the road is number 18 London Road.
Twiddy’s cycle shop undertook repairs as well as supplying new
bicycles. As a mode of transport bicycles were very popular but
cycling at night was very difficult due to the rules for shading
lights and the absence of public lighting. Petrol rationing was
brought in during 1916 and the cost of a gallon doubled due to a
Government tax. More people returned to cycling as a mode of
transport as a result of these measures.
Throughout the War Mr Twiddy advertised for staff as his male
members of staff volunteered or were called up. One of his
members of staff B. Tampkin had joined the Army Service Corps
in 1916 and was home on leave in 1917, he appears to have
survived the War.

Sources, various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser and Kelly’s Kent 1913 Part 1.
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Stop 5. E.J. Payne - Grocers 61 high street
Continue down London Road to where the road forks. 61 High Street is on the corner with
Rockdale Road.
EJ Payne was a long established independent grocer and
provisions merchant in Sevenoaks. From November 1914 he
offered his customers a service where they would pay anything
from 1/- to 10/- and he would pack parcels containing
necessities such as cocoa, Oxo cubes, soap as well as luxuries
such as biscuits to send to servicemen. Mr Payne would allow
families to put letters and enclosures in the parcels.
Conscription made it difficult to maintain staffing levels and
independent shops were at a disadvantage compared with
London chains as they did not have the staff resources. One of
E J Payne’s employees was Percy Prebble who enlisted in the
Buffs at the end of 1916. He was home on his first leave in
February 1918 and we believe survived the War. When Percy
Prebble joined up that only left the shop with one male
member of staff.
When rationing was introduced in 1918 people registered their ration books here for tea and
sugar.
Sources various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser and Kelly’s Kent 1913 Part 1

Stop 6. 23 High Street - White Family
Take care here as the pavements narrow and this is a very busy road. 23 High Street is on the
right hand side.
Twenty year old Isaac Edward volunteered with the
10th Battalion, Royal West Kent regiment on the 1st
September 1914. After training he had an embarkation
leave with his parents; John and Catherine; and then
was mobilised to France.
On the 28th September 1916 he was wounded in the
battlefield and after treatment in a field dressing centre
was sent to a hospital in Boulogne. He was evacuated
back to England and treated for a severe wound in
his arm and upper shoulder for the next six months.
After convalescence he was back in the depot in
Chatham when he was sent to rejoin his regiment on the 14th June 1917. He was only back on the
front for six weeks when he was killed in action on the 31st July 1917.Issac has no known
grave and is commemorated on the Menin Gate.
Source Lives of the First World War
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Stop 7. St Nicholas Church
Continue down to St Nicholas Church
All three daughters of the vicar the Rev Rooker served
locally as VAD nurses at Cornwall Hall, one of them went on
the serve at the Military Hospital in Eastbourne.
William Goss Hicks was a Sunday School teacher and a
member of the choir at St Nicholas’s before he volunteered
with the Royal Field Artillery. William died on the 3rd of July
1917 of wounds received on the 2nd of July 1917; he is buried
at the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de
Calais. William was engaged to Jesse Ellman whose father,
Alfred, ran an ironmongers shop in London Road. The
Reverend Rooker wrote a moving eulogy; which was
published in the local paper; about a young man he had known well.
Sources Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser 13th July 1917 and Kelly’s Kent 1913 Part 1

Stop 8. 36 High Street - Sevenoaks War Supply Depot
Cross the road with great care and walk back up the High Street. 36 High Street is on the bend.
Volunteers ran the War Supply Depot and would gather
here to make clothing for those in hospital and
dressings etc for hospitals. Some of these would be
sent to the Red Cross Central workrooms for distribution
but some remained locally. The depot was self funded
and asked businesses to contribute a small sum monthly
to keep the operation going. Their work continued
beyond the Armistice for instance in late November
1918 they were appealing for clothing for wounded
soldiers and returning Prisoners of War. They were
also appealing for clothing and small household goods for refugees in Europe who had been
displaced and were returning to wrecked homes. Items collected were dispatched at regular
intervals.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser
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Stop 9. 66 High St- Horncastle family
Carry on up the High Street to number 66 High Street
Walter and Lucy lived above his tailors and men’s outfitters at
66 High Street with their three sons and two daughters. All
three sons served in the War, Henry (1897) and John (1895)
served overseas; one in India and one in Palestine; and did not
return home until they were demobbed. Ernest (b 1890), a
lieutenant in the Royal Flying Corps, was stationed on the
Western Front in the Observation Balloon Section. Operating
close to the front on tethered balloons; from which they
provided vital information by spotting for artillery and watching
enemy troop movements; balloon sections were vulnerable to
enemy shelling and attack by enemy aircraft.
Ernest was home on leave in August 1917 and rejoined his
section where; apart from being hospitalised with bronchitis in
January 1918; he served unscathed until he was demobbed
in 1919.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser 24th August 1917, Lives of the First World War,
Census 1911

Stop 10. 70A High Street- Book depot
70a High Street is a few doors up from 66 High Street.
The book collection scheme is just one example of how
Sevenoaks townsfolk supported servicemen. The premises
were lent for ten days in July 1918 by Mr Horncastle who ran a
tailors and outfitters from number 66.The books, magazines
and periodicals collected were sent to the men serving
overseas and those in hospital.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser July 1918

Stop 11. 88 High Street - Francis family
Walk up to number 88 High Street.
Thomas Edward Francis (b 1882) was living here with his
wife Alice and two young daughters when he joined the
Army. Thomas was a slot meter collector before he joined
the 1st Battalion , The Queens Own West Kent Regiment
sometime in 1914.In 1915 he was mobilised to France and
was taking part on the assault on Hill 60 on the 17th/ 18th
April 1915 when he was reported missing in action. It was to
be a year before he was reported believed to be killed
and having no known grave is remembered on the Ypres
Menin Gate Memorial. His family would have received no
pension from the Army during this time and might have had
to apply for funds to the War Widows Relief Fund. The Widows War pension was not awarded as
a right, the recipient had to be deemed fit to receive a Widows War Pension.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser April 1916. For a full description of the Hill 60 action
please visit http://www.ww1remembrance.com/hill60
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Stop 12. 101 High St - Woollatt Butcher
Cross this busy road with care and walk to 101 High Street.
Walter Woollatt (b 1878) and married to Constance in 1910 gave
up his butchers shop in August 1918 so that he could join the
RAF. The local paper reported that Walter sold the butchers shop
as a going concern to Frederic Harrison who was an ex soldier with
the South African Army who had discharged from military service.
Rationing had been brought in early in 1918 with customers
having to register their ration books at a specific shop. Those who
were registered with Woollatt the butchers would be able to carry
on getting their meat supplies at the same establishment. If they
wanted to transfer to another supplier they had to apply to the local
food committee for permission. The demand for meat was very
high and supplies restricted due to the U-boat campaign so this led
to shortages and rising prices. Although rationing was brought in to
try to ensure fair shares for all, just because someone was entitled
to a certain amount of meat it did not mean that they could afford
to buy all they were eligible for. Walter joined the RAF on 3rd August 1918 and was mobilised
to France in September 1918, he served until 1920 and returned home safely.
Source Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser October 1918 and RAF service records.

Stop 13. 122 High St - Parris bakers
Walk up the High Street and look over to your right just past Buckhurst Avenue junction at 122
High Street.
Ernest Parris was a master baker who ran his
business from here. Before the War most of the
wheat to make white bread had been imported
from the USA but the actions of U-boats and
difficulty in supply lead to white bread
disappearing to be replaced by brown bread
the composition of which was determined by the
government – National Bread as it was known.
Other grains and oats grown in this country were
used to make bread and the importance of bread
as the staple diet of the poorer members of
society was such that the Government took
charge of milling and supply of grain. Despite efforts to get people to cut their consumption of
bread the demand from the public and the armed forces led to a situation that at one point there
was only six weeks’ worth of supplies in the country. Further legislation in 1917 meant that
shops were banned from selling fresh bread as it was thought that stale bread could be cut
thinner. Another result of the ban on selling fresh bread was that bread could be baked during the
day before. The result was that bakers did not have to operate through the night, this cut the use
of energy for lighting and also that women; who had replaced the male bakers who had joined
up; did not have to walk to and from work during the night or find someone to mind their children
at night. Also affecting the evening opening times of the business, especially during the winter
time were the lighting regulations. This made it very difficult for customers as in Sevenoaks the
town was in complete darkness once dusk fell as there was no public lighting at all. This was
unlike other nearby towns which had dimmed public lighting which was only extinguished when
there was an air raid. There are several letters to the paper complaining about the dangers to
pedestrians walking around the town in complete darkness.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser various editions, Kelly’s Directory 1913 and
https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/bread-a-slice-of-first-world-war-history/
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Stop 14. Brewery Lane - Terry family road sign
Carry on up the High Street to the junction with Brewery Lane.
Arthur Terry volunteered with the Kings Royal Rifle
Corps on the 4th of March 1915 and after training was
mobilised to the Western Front in November 1915.
As a result of his injury in the knee on the April 23rd
1917 he spent six months in hospital and was
discharged from the Army as unfit. He was awarded
the Silver War badge on the 5th of June 1918. In 1916
the Silver War Badge was introduced for men that
had been honourably discharged so that others knew
they had tried to do their patriotic duty and was worn
only on civilian clothing.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser

Stop 15. Site of Suffolk Lodge - The Mansfields
Walk up the High Street to J.D. Wetherspoon opposite is the site of Suffolk Lodge. (Note: here is
where you can go on to complete the extended trail (Green Trail) below. If you do not wish to do the
extended trail, skip through to point 16 on the Main Trail (Burgundy Trail)

Dr Percival Aubertin Mansfield was the surgeon in
charge of the Cornwallis Hall VAD Hospital whilst his
wife was the commandant in charge of the day to day
running of the hospital. The Mansfield’s also gave
lectures at the Technical Institute for those
contemplating a career in nursing or those who
needed to know how to nurse wounded soldiers in
the home.
By February 1917 four of the ten pre-war doctors
were on military service and when Dr Mansfield was
called up to the Royal Army Medical Corps in April
1918 that halved the doctors available to the residents. These remaining doctors also had
increased workload because of the VAD hospitals and the presence of the military in the town.
After training in Blackpool Dr Mansfield left for France in the middle of July 1918. His wife
stood down temporarily from her position of Commandant of the Cornwall Hall VAD Hospital in
order to look after their children when her husband was called up. Hester Bull who had been
nursing at the hospital since it opened took over as acting commandment supported by Sister
Crump who was the Matron.
Dr Mansfield returned home safely in April 1919 to resume his practice in Sevenoaks.

Sources; The Red Cross, Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser and Lives of the First World
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Stop 16. The site of the Eardley Road Baths (now the Sevenoaks Council
building)
Walk to the junction of Pembroke Road. Turn left onto Pembroke Road and walk along Pembroke
Road to the Junction of London Road. Turn right, cross the road with great care and walk to the
junction of Eardley Road. The Sevenoaks Council building is stop 16. (Note: here is where you
would rejoin the Burgundy Trail after completing the extended trail (Green Trail))
The indoor Eardley Road Baths opened in 1914, had
room for 200 swimmers. They were very popular with
the many servicemen billeted in the town and the ladies
of the town; who had previously been granted ladies
only sessions; gave these up so that the baths could
open more hours for the servicemen. Also during the
War there were fund raising swimming galas held at
the baths.

Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser

Stop 17. 10 Eardley Road, Belgian refugees
Continue along Eardley Road to number 10 on the right hand side.
This is one of the houses used by Belgian refugees who
cane to Sevenoaks during the War.
During the early stages of WW1 it has been stated that
over a million Belgians fled from the German armies to
countries such as Holland, France and Britain. More than
2,500 local committees, supported by local authorities,
were set up across the country. Hundreds of charity
initiatives and events were organised. For many, helping
the refugees was their way of contributing to the wider war
effort.
The Sevenoaks Belgian Refugee Committee did their
best to assist the refugees being supported to become self
sufficient if at all possible. In 1915, when they were
supporting 35 refugees, the Committee paid for the
passage of five Belgians to America. The breadwinner
of the group was a diamond polisher who could gain employment in America but not in England.
Another refugee was returning to fight in the Belgian Army unpaid because the Belgian
Government was not in a position to pay him. The committee was going to continue to support
his wife and children in Sevenoaks.
It was also reported that several local doctors were treating refugees free of charge and that
other townspeople were helping with the education of the children. There was also a mention of
houses which had been lent for the purpose of housing the refugees.
During 1916 the number of refugees being supported fell as households moved out of the area
having found employment elsewhere. Two heads of families also joined the Belgian Army
leaving one elderly gentleman and fourteen women and children with continuing support from
the people of Sevenoaks.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser 28th January 1916 and 19th January 1917
Page 11 of 22

Stop 18. 17 Granville Rd Molly Mann
Walk to the end of Eardley Road to the junction
with Granville Road. Turn left 17 Granville Road
is on the right hand side.
Mary Catherine Mann known as Molly was a
lady of independent means who was aged 64
when she volunteered with the VAD to be a
larder assistant and supervise breakfasts at
Cornwall Hall Hospital in March 1915 and
served until March 1919. She worked with her
next door neighbour Mary Andrews of
number 15 who served from October 1914 until
March 1919.

Sources: Red Cross and Census records

Stop 19. 22 Gordon Rd- Wallis family
Carry on to the junction of Gordon Road turn left, crossing the road with care. Number 22 is on the
right hand side.
Edward James Wallis was a builder who lived here with his wife
Mary. The local paper reported that they had four sons serving
in the Forces but only one record survived the loss of records in
the Second World War and that is of Bert (b 1880). He was the
father of four young children when he joined the Royal
Engineers in March 1917; he survived the War and was demobbed
in 1919. There are no reports of fatalities in the newspaper for the
Wallis sons and so we assume they all returned home after the
War to their widowed father, as their mother had died in June
1918.
Sources: various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicles and Kelly’s 1913
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Stop 20. Argyle Road Drill Hall
Turn right onto Argyle Road. The former drill hall (now ATC) is just around the corner.
Argyle Road was the location of the Drill Hall for the
West Kent Yeomanry (B Squadron) and drill station 4th
Battalion, Royal West Kent Regiment (G Company). The
Hall was also used for public meetings, such as the one
which set up the War Relief Committee for Sevenoaks in
August 1914. In the Drill Hall in January 1919 was an
exhibition of War trophies which had been lent by the
Imperial War Museum amongst others.
The Sevenoaks Rifle Club had previously used the Drill
Hall to provide a winter rifle range. When the Drill Hall
was taken over to be used solely for the military the Rifle Club were lent the top floor of the
Holmesdale Brewery on Wednesday evenings by Messrs Watney, Coombe and Reid. For any
man approaching military age having a proficiency with a rifle was a comfort and gave them
confidence when they joined the services.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser 6th November 1914 and January 1919

Stop 21. 6 Beech Rd - The Weller family
Retrace your steps cross the road where safe and turn right down Victoria Road. Walk to the
junction of Beech Road and number 21 Beech Road is opposite the road junction to the right.
Arthur Frederick Weller (b 1897) started his employment at
the Post Office in Granville Road as a post office messenger
boy when he left school. Arthur joined the 8th (City of London)
Battalion Post Office Rifles in 1914 and was deployed to
France early in 1915. In August 1917 Arthur spent a leave at
home with his family and returned to the Front. Arthur died of
his wounds on the 18th April 1918 and is buried at Nampsau-Val British Cemetery. He is one of ten men who worked
for the Post Office in Sevenoaks who died out of the ninety
who served

Stop 22. 12 Lime Tree Walk - Singleton family
Walk down Beech Road to the junction of Lime Tree Walk. Turn right to number 12.
As was often the case when a man was declared missing there was
a considerable wait from March 1918 until August 1918 before Henry
and Mary Ann received news that their second son Frank was
being held a Prisoner of War by the Germans. All three of their
sons served in the War and all three were to survive and return to
Sevenoaks.

Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser August 1918 and
Lives of the First World War

To return to the starting point turn around and walk back past the junction of Beech Road straight
ahead onto London Road.
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Green Trail
2.5km (1.5 Miles)
This route is quite hilly and there are three steep steps for the War Memorial

Stop 1. Old Police Station - TN13 1XJ
We suggest you look across this point, as then you will not need to cross the road for the next
point. (Note: here is where you would join from the Burgundy Trail if you had combined the
trails.)
As regular police left to join the Forces there was a need
to recruit Special Constables to help with regular patrols
and also the additional work checking for lights showing
and assisting during air raids. By the end of the War there
were 70 special constables volunteering in
Sevenoaks.
The special constables were set up and led by John
Sherbrooke Richardson (b 1877) who was a well known
local cricketer; being a talented batsman and captain of
Sevenoaks Cricket Club. He ran a solicitors practice in
Sevenoaks and set about recruiting men; often appealing
directly to men he knew. In March 1916 men were leaving the Specials to join the Forces and Mr.
Richardson put an appeal out in the newspaper for men aged over 41 to replace them. In June
1916 Mr. Richardson stepped down to join the Army and handed over to Mr. Tatterstall who
ran the Specials until the end of the War. Those men who were granted exemption from military
service were often expected to join the special constables or VAD.
In 1917 a number of special constables undertook training to become ambulance men; they
were trained at the Technical Institute. John Sherbrooke Richardson left a widow and two
children aged 7 and 12 when he was killed in action on the 9th of April 1917 leading his men on
an attack at Vimy Ridge. He is buried at Roclincourt Military Cemetery.
Sources various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser and Forces War Records

Stop 2. The Cornwall Hall
Walk up the High Street to the junction with The Drive, turn left. The Cornwallis Hall can be seen
from the road on the left.
When the Cornwall Hall was mobilised by the VAD (Voluntary
Aid Detachment) in August 1914 it was equipped with
donations from the local community. The hospital relied on
volunteers to be able to continue to treat the wounded and also
contributions of produce and funds in order to be able to
feed and clothe the wounded. Although the Government paid
an amount per patient per night there was a shortfall of about
a third for the actual cost of treating the wounded, especially
when they often needed a special diet. Appeals for donations
were published in the local paper throughout the War.
The first patients were Belgian soldiers, who had to be evacuated to Britain for treatment as
most of their hospitals had been over run in the German advance. Once the Belgians recovered
they rejoined their Army in Belgium. Apart from British troops other nationalities were treated.
The local paper reported on one Canadian patient Private W.C. Lewis of the Canadian Infantry
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who had been severely wounded and been in hospital for a considerable time was now well
enough to return home to Canada.
It was realised that for the morale of convalescent soldiers entertainment was important to relieve
boredom. Concert parties visited the hospitals and those who were well enough were given free
seats at the Electric Palace Cinema in the High Street for Wednesday and Saturday afternoon
matinees. Essenhigh Corke also visited the hospitals to take photographs of the men.
A great boon to the Cornwall Hall was when a recreation room was built on land given by Lord
Sackville opposite the hospital gates in 1916. There had been little space for recreation prior to
this room being provided and now there was space for a billiards table and a Pianola. Another
VAD hospital was based at St John’s Hall in Hollybush Lane. The two hospitals performed
eight operations in one week in January 1915.
Sources various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser and Red Cross

Stop 3. The Vine
Retrace your steps to the High Street and turn left; you will need to cross this very busy road to
access the Vine.
There were two YMCA huts on the Vine, the first
being replaced by an improved facility in 1917.
These facilities were vital to troops billeted in the
town being a place of recreation and somewhere
to write letters home. The YMCA had a network of
huts across the country in towns were troops were
billeted, all supported by voluntary contribution.
They also had huts at main railway stations to be
used by servicemen returning on leave or for families
who had seen loved ones embark on the train to
return to their units. Where ever troops were
stationed around the world there would be YMCA
huts, staffed by volunteers, which were a place
where the war could be temporarily forgotten. The YMCA also provided accommodation for
families who had been called to the bedside of critically injured soldiers in Boulogne and Calais.
There was another YMCA hut at Solefields.
Entertainers were very popular at both sites
and in the local paper there were appeals for
reading materials, musical instruments, billiard
cues, tennis rackets and packs of cards.
For the Peace celebrations in July 1919 it was
reported that a morning of sports competition was
held for the children and then in the afternoon
there was a tea supplied in the Cornwall Hall, the
Club Hall and in the YMCA hut- these three
venues catered for over 1,100 children. In the
evening there was a concert in the YMCA hut.
Sources: Various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser from 1915-1919
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Stop 4. The Bandstand
Walk through to the bandstand.
Sevenoaks Town Band played at the Vine
Bandstand and met to practise in a Band Room on
the Vine. During the War over a dozen of their
members joined the Forces and by June 1916 they
had to suspend Band performances due to lack of
members. Previously in November 1915 the band
had joined en bloc the A Company (Sevenoaks) West
Kent Volunteer Force to provide music during
marches Percy Phillips (b 1885) was a plumber
who joined the band as a teenager and played the
cornet. Percy joined up in August 1916 and was
mobilised to France in January 1917 and served
safely through until April 1918 when he was
reported as missing in action. It was not until August 1918 that his wife was notified that he had
been captured and was a POW.
When the Armistice was declared Percy and his fellow POW’s made their way to Brussels and
then to Calais, the Belgian people providing them with food and shelter on their way . During
his captivity he had not received any of the regular parcels and letters sent to him and his wife
had only received one postcard informing her of his captivity. He returned safely home in
December 1918 and was given two months leave by the Army. The band reformed in April 1919
as members were demobilised from the Forces.
http://www.sevenoakshistory.org.uk/Sevenoaks%20An%20Historical%20Dictionary.pdf
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser various editions June 1916- April 1919

Stop 5. War Memorial
Walk along the Vine to the gate and exit nearly opposite the War Memorial. You can cross to the
War Memorial, but there are three steep steps and this road is busy. However you do need to
access St Botolphs Road so if access to the War memorial is a problem, retrace your steps to
where the kerb drops and cross there.
The Sevenoaks War Memorial, on Tubs Hill overlooking The
Vine, commemorates the 226 men from Sevenoaks who lost
their lives in WW1

Stop 6. Council allotments on St Botolphs Road
Walk along St Botolphs Road which slopes downwards. The allotments were in this area.
As the War continued and a combination of shortage of labour
on the land, more demand from the military and the German Uboat campaign led to food shortages the council provided
more land for allotments. People not only grew vegetables but
they kept chickens and pigs on their allotments. They had to
have permission from the local Food Committee to slaughter
livestock and it was stipulated this had to be for personal use,
not for sale.

Sources: Various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser
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Stop 7. Buses along St Botolphs
Carry along St Botolphs Road almost to the end.
Overcrowding on buses was a great problem especially on the
Tubs Hill service with the bus company pleading shortage of
petrol as a reason for not improving the service. In October
1917, under pressure from the council, the bus company offered
to run a return bus service via St Botolphs Road.

Stop 8. Messrs J Martin Tubs Hill
Turn left onto London Road. Tubs Hill arcade is opposite.
All of the Martin brothers served in the forces but they
kept their business; which made soft furnishings, sold
furniture and made removals; running by employing a
Manager whilst they served. Cyril was discharged from
the Army after service with the West Kent Regiment after
being wounded and being unfit to continue as a soldier.
Charlie was in the Royal Flying Corps and served in
Egypt, he had home leave in 1917 before he went to
Egypt. The other two brothers Luther and Leonard also
served in the Army but no records exist for them. All of
the brothers survived the War.
Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser Friday 24th August 1917

Stop 9. 117 London Road - Wilkins family
There is now quite a long walk, which is uphill, to 117 London Road on right hand side.
Edwin James Wilkins (b 1898) was grocers assistant
at the Home and Colonial Stores in Sevenoaks when he
joined the Royal West Kent Regiment (6th Battalion) in
Maidstone in October 1916. He had tried to enlist
previously and been rejected as physically unfit. Edwin
was the only son and eldest child of Arthur and Kate
and had four younger sisters. After only nine weeks of
training in Chatham and Rochester he was drafted out
to France. Prior to going to France he had
embarkation leave, which was the last time his family
were to see him. He was killed in action during a
German attack on the British trenches on the 2nd
August 1917 and is buried at the Monchy British
Cemetery, Monchy le Preux, Pas de Calais.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser 17th August 1917, Lives of the First World War and
Commonwealth War Graves
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Stop 10. 107 London Road - The Evans family
107 London Road is on the right before junction with Eardley Road. (Note: here is where you
can rejoin the Burgundy Trail after completing the Green Trail)
Percy William Evans (b 1897) whose parents were
William and Maud joined the Royal Flying Corps in
March 1915 and served as an air mechanic. On the
22nd of December 1915 he was posted with the
Indian Expeditionary Force and then to Mesopotamia
with 30 Squadron which was formed in Ismailia
Egypt in 1915. 30 Squadron were tasked with
protecting important installations such as the oil
pipeline in Basra. 30 Squadron were the first in the
world to provide an air drop of food and
ammunition to besieged British forces attempting to
defend Kut-el-Amara against the Turks.
In December 1917 Percy was mentioned in despatches and still with the 30 Squadron, which
continued to operate in the region throughout the War. Percy served safely throughout the War
and was transferred to 141 Squadron in December 1918 being posted in the London area until the
Squadron was moved to Ireland and so would have been able to see his parents during this time.
Percy’s records show he was admitted to hospital in Dublin in April 1920 having received an
injury which necessitated him having his left arm amputated. He spent a considerable amount of
time in various hospitals in England before being discharged in September 1920.
Sources: Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser December 1917 and:
www.raf.mod.uk/organisation/30squadron.cfm

To return to the start of the green route cross London Road with care and turn left along
Pembroke Road back to the High Street.
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Places nearby
Bayham Road School, whose headmaster was Richard Owen, was a hive of activity during the
War. The school was used by the Sevenoaks Volunteer Training Corps whose members had to
be over 40 and not eligible for military service. They met at Bayham Road for Company Drill,
Musketry Instruction, Outpost and Guard Duty, Route Marching, Fire Drill, etc. for weekly drill
nights.
The school also participated in the National Egg Collection week for the wounded when Mr
Owen and his assistants received eggs from the public and sent them to the national depot for
distribution.
Mr Owens’s son was Horace William Owen who was a volunteer in the West Kent Yeomanry
Reserve from 1912 and joined the Royal Naval Voluntary Reserve in September 1915. He
transferred to the Royal Flying Corps in 1916. After instruction Horace served with the Number
52 Squadron which was based in France flying 2 seater bi planes on reconnaissance and
bombing missions. On the 23rd March 1917, when the Squadron were based by Amiens, Horace
was reported missing. His family feared the worst until they received news on the 19th June
1917 that he was a prisoner of war. Horace was held in various camps and repatriated on the
14th of January 1919. He would have received Prisoner of War parcels which contained food
such as Oxo cubes, tinned milk, cocoa, soap, tinned fish and tinned meat. These parcels were
very important to the prisoners, especially towards the end of the War when food was in short
supply in Germany.
Sources various editions of the Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser and Lives of the First World
War.

Sevenoaks when war was declared:
In the town area there was 250 reservists, members of the territorial’s and when general
mobilisation telegrams were placed in the Post Office and police station 10pm on Tuesday the
West Kent Yeomanry were mobilised, they assembled at the Fountain in the Market Place singing
patriotic songs and the National Anthem. The next morning the Yeomanry was waved off. The
Territorials were recalled from Summer Camp and then mobilised to their war stations they
marched to Tubs Hill Railway Station headed by the Town band and marching along streets lined
with townsfolk The Drill Hall was used to billet men as they mobilised and to accommodate those
marching through the town en route for various 7 August 1914
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Quiz
In 1919 the price of coal was fixed in Sevenoaks.

True/False

Eighty nine postal workers from the district served in the forces.

True/False

E J Payne charged families to put letters in the parcels they were
sending to the servicemen.

True/False

Three daughters of the Rev Rooker served as VAD nurses.

True/False

Henry Horncastle served in Australia

True/False

In 1918 people registered their ration cards with Woollatt the butchers.

True/False

Arthur Terry wore a Gold War badge

True/False

Dr Mansfield and his wife were special constables

True/False

Belgian refugees lived at 10 Eardley Road

True/False

All three Singleton brothers survived the War

True/False

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to
info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate.
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