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Please see below for our general walking advice and disclaimer- the full version of which is 
available on our website 

 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where 
the incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check 
local safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not 
familiar with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational 
walks or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

• gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
• www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

 
Disclaimer 

Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the 
accuracy of the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, 
errors, omissions or discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in 
WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages 
incurred due in part or in whole to such errors. 
 
Specific Information relating to this trail 
 

• Please be aware that most of the trail terrain is hilly. 
 

• Please be advised that care should be taken from Point 1 as there is no fence on the 
harbour side and although the road is not a main road traffic does use the road. 

 

• Point 5 Destiny can be accessed from above through Albion Place Gardens with no 
steps- just follow the path round 

 
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss, 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
Toilets can be found at: 

• Cavendish Street Car Park, Ramsgate CT11 9AL 

• Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 
Car parking can be found at: 

• Leopold Street Car Park, Leopold St, Ramsgate CT11 9EG 

• Cavendish Street Car Park, Ramsgate CT11 9AL 

http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
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Glossary 
 
RAMC stands for Royal Army Medical Corps 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members 
of the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were 
mainly volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks 
and drivers.   

 
Introduction 
 
About the importance of Ramsgate in the First World War 
Before the First World War Ramsgate was a bustling port and seaside resort enjoyed by many 
Londoners. During the war its proximity to Belgium, where many German aircraft were based, 
made it a constant target of the enemy. As Thanet’s coastal batteries prevented the Germans 
from reaching London the Zeppelins and Gotha aircraft often unloaded bombs over Ramsgate 
before heading back to Belgium.  
 
With few summer visitors, their fishing industry decimated and their menfolk away fighting 
overseas the women, children and older men of Ramsgate were determined to “carry on”, 
sorting salvage at Richborough, making dynamite in Faversham, manning the Dover Patrol, 
rescuing shipwrecked sailors, running VAD hospitals, transporting wounded soldiers, growing 
vegetables, and running local shops and businesses as best they could despite the shortages. 
Many of their descendants still live in Ramsgate today and are justly proud of their ancestors. 
 
This booklet is designed to be used to follow the First World War trail for Ramsgate in 
association with the trail map on the back page and the numbers in the booklet refer to the 
numbers on the map. The trail can also followed on our app accessible through the Kent in 
WW1 website www.kentww1.com.  
 

We very much hope that you enjoy following this trail and discovering the people, places and 
events which shaped Ramsgate in the First World War 

  

http://www.kentww1.com/
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Main Trail 

1. Sailor’s Church and the Smack Boys Home (Military Rd, Ramsgate CT11 
9LG) 

Start at the Sailor’s Church. 

History 
The Sailors’ Church and Harbour Mission, close by the 
foot of Jacob’s Ladder was built in 1878 by Canon 
Eustace Brenan, vicar of the nearby Christ Church. He 
saw the need for spiritual guidance and physical help for 
the men and boys who made up the crews of the sailing 
smacks who fished out of Ramsgate in the nineteenth 
century. It was dangerous, arduous work, especially for the 
young apprentices- who were called Smack Boys. When 
the apprentices were ashore, they were provided with 
some home comforts in the rooms above the church and 
later, in the Smack Boys Home next door. 
 
First World War 
The use of the home slowly changed to receiving sailors that had been rescued, mostly from 
wrecks on the Goodwin Sands. Some 3,300 survivors of the First World War are known to 
have been fed, clothed, sheltered and medically treated there. There were still some hostel 
facilities for fishermen who were not living in the Town. 

A searchlight was put on the roof of the Smack Boys Home in 
January 1915 as part of the defences for the harbour. Jacob’s 
Ladder and all the approaches to the harbour, apart from the main 
road, were blocked with barbed wire and there was a machine gun 
post at the top of Jacob’s Ladder. 
 
Present Day 
Visitors can enjoy the small collection of model ships and 
paintings and during the summer months refreshments are 
provided by church members. Services are held every Sunday 
afternoon between June and September. 

 
 

2. Ramsgate Harbour 
Walk along Military Parade towards the town Centre. 
Ramsgate’s fishermen 
Throughout the war Ramsgate’s fishermen played a vital role as part of the Dover Patrol 
sweeping mines or rescuing shipwrecked sailors from boats hit by mines or torpedoes. Trawler 
crews had the experience and skills required for mine sweeping and a special Trawler 

section of the RNR had already been training men 
before the war. 
In September 1915 Lord Selbourne paid tribute to 
Britain’s fishermen in a White paper issued by the 
Fisheries Board. The Thanet Advertiser told readers 
that: 
In Ramsgate we have particular reason to realise the 
services rendered by our fishermen. Locally the 
industry has been practically paralysed but we have 
the one consolation that the men who manned the 
fishing fleet are doing their duty in every part of the 
globe in the Royal Navy carrying out dangerous 
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operations such as mine-sweeping and rescuing sailors whose ships have been torpedoed or 
mined. Some trawlermen have relocated to Brixham, others have joined the army and others 
are manning transport vessels to ferry troops and supplies across the Channel. 
In all 41 out of the 155 trawlers based at Ramsgate when war broke out were destroyed by 
the German Navy and many others were sold to other owners and now sailed from other ports 
so there were only about a dozen fishing boats left in Ramsgate by the end of 1918. Fourteen 
local fishermen were lost to enemy action by submarines. 
Belgian refugees landed at the harbour from October 1914: sometimes they had attempted to 
land in Dover but were escorted here because Dover was a closed port to civilians. Ramsgate 
supported a number of Belgian families living in the town during the War, but many were 
self supporting having found work themselves. Many of the families returned to Belgium 
after the War. 

 
3. Royal Sailor’s Rest (Harbour Parade, Ramsgate, CT11 8LJ) 
Keep walking along Military Parade until you reach a bus stop. Sailor’s Rest is across the road 
behind the bus stop on the opposite side. 
 

History 

Agnes Elizabeth Weston was born in London in 1840 and became 
active in the temperance movement. She started a coffee bar in 
Bath for the men of the local Militia. In May 1876 Agnes opened the 
first Sailors' Rest in Devonport which was both a restaurant and a 
hostel, where the rooms were called "cabins". Although intended as 
a temperance house for the promotion of the movement, all sailors 
were welcome to make use of the facilities.  
 It was so successful that soon Miss Weston and her friend Miss 
Wintz opened similar establishments at Portsmouth, Portland and 
Sheerness and other ports such as Ramsgate. The cost of 
providing the buildings was met from public subscriptions but the 
Rests were otherwise self-financing.   
 
Ramsgate’s Sailor’s Rest was in Harbour Parade facing the 

harbour. Now flats, the lettering on the façade of the building indicating its former use is still 
clearly visible. 
 
First World War 
During the First World War the Sailors’ Rest was 
fitted out as a temporary hospital to receive the 
first batch of wounded Belgian soldiers in 
October 1914 The Bethel, as it became known, 
was then used for wounded British soldiers but 
as the numbers increased it was found to be too 
small and too noisy. It was not very pleasant for 
the wounded men as visitors would stare at them 
when they came out to sit in the sun or walk round 
the town. As soon as enough money was raised 
by local subscriptions the hospital moved to 
Nethercourt where it had its own grounds. 
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4. Bomb Damage at 6 Albion Hill 
Cross the road at the street lights, turn right and follow Albion Hill towards the Albion Place 
Gardens. 

There was a significant air raid from a 
Zeppelin on the 17th May 1915, the image 
shows the damage done to the Imperial 
Bazaar at 6 Albion Hill, but the damage at 
the rear of the property was said to have been 
big enough to put a fire engine into. This was 
the same air raid in which the Bull and 
George Hotel in the High Street was badly 
damaged. The Zeppelin was reported to have 
dropped over 20 bombs during the raid, 
many of which were incendiaries. 
Source Cockburn’s Diary and various editions 
of the Thanet Advertiser 

 

 
5. Destiny (Albion Place, Ramsgate, CT11 8HQ) 
Keep following Albion Hill until you reach a gate into the Gardens, follow the footpath towards 
the sculpture. 
On 17th December 1920 a sculpture called Destiny, by the sculptor Gilbert Bayes, was 
unveiled in Albion Gardens as the Ramsgate Peace Memorial. It was presented to the town 

by Dame Janet Stancomb-
Wills. Destiny sits with her 
eyes closed ‘looking’ as her 
sculptor said ‘beyond to a 
greater vision of the future’. 
This Grade II listed memorial 
was restored in 2004. 
 
 

 

6. Wellington Crescent 
Take the footpath leading out of the Gardens, keep walking eastwards round the bend and 
follow Wellington Crescent. 
Mr Frederick Taylor Blackburn lived in 7 Wellington Crescent. He served as a stretcher 
bearer at Ramsgate Station and Thanet Group of Hospitals taking direct overseas 
patients. The role of stretcher bearer involved Mr 
Blackburn meeting the ambulance trains as they 
arrived at Ramsgate Station at any time of the day 
or night and loading the wounded patients carefully 
onto waiting vehicles for transportation to the local 
hospitals. Major Powell-Cotton of Quex Park was 
in charge of co-ordinating the stretcher bearers 
and transport being at the train station to meet the 
trains. The card showing Mr Blackburn’s service is 
from the Red Cross VAD records where over 
90,000 records are available free of charge on line 
http://www.redcross.org.uk 
Mr Blackburn was from a well known Ramsgate family who ran a large furniture store in 
King’s Street which was hit during a Zeppelin raid. 
Possibly, his sister or his daughter, Miss Susan Blackburn was also a voluntary worker 
with the VAD and her particulars of duties included working in the pack store. The Hospital 
received supplies of dressings, clothing, linen etc from the Central Work room in London 
and Miss Blackburn would be responsible for sending and ordering these supplies. Her 

http://www.redcross.org.uk/
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record shows she worked firstly at the Sailors Bethel and then moved to Nethercourt V.A.D. 
Auxiliary Hospital. For more information about the work of the Central Work room and all 
the other volunteer groups around the country who made the night wear, dressings, linen 
and knitted goods for use in the hospitals please follow this link 
http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/. 

 
 

7. The Harbour or Sands Station 
Cross Wellington Crescent, walk along the green. Before you reach Toll Gate Kiosk, look down 
and you’ll see a roundabout on the lower seafront. This used to be the site of the Harbour 
Station. 
 

Background 
Ramsgate was served by two stations, the Town Station 
run by South Eastern Railways and the Harbour or 
Sands Station run by London, Chatham and Dover 
Railway; both stations were opened in 1846.  
Both stations had their limitations, the Town Station was 
out of the main town at the junction of Margate Road and 
Station Approach Road (where Chatham Court flats are 

now) and was also the end of the line. The Sands station was accessed by a steep tunnel 
(1:7 gradient) with no room for a siding so the engines had to use a turntable to re-couple 
and take the trains back up the line. 
The Sands station was very popular with the residents and 
visitors as it was near to the centre of town, the hotels and 
the sands. There was an express train service the Granville 
Express, which only stopped in Westgate and then went 
directly to Charring Cross, London- this still ran through the 
War. 
 
Wartime 
Wounded soldiers arrived at both stations, often shipped 
directly from France across the Channel in ambulance trains. Volunteers would meet the 
ambulance trains to provide the men with refreshments whist they waited transportation to 
the hospitals in Ramsgate; letters were written to the local paper to express the appreciation 
the men felt for this voluntary service. Stretcher bearers would be ready any time of day or 
night to assist with moving the wounded servicemen- these volunteers were often members 
of the local V.A.D.  

Sources The Red Cross, The Thanet Advertiser various dates, 
http://ramsgatehistory.com/trains.html  

http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/
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8. Granville Hotel on Ramsgate’s East Cliff (Victoria Parade) 
Keep following the green until you reach the Granville Theatre. On the opposite side of the 
road you will see the Granville. 
 
The Granville Hotel, which was closed for the 
season, gained local notoriety in September 1914 
when suspicious activity was reported relating to 
the premises being used by German spies; the 
hotel was searched by armed police but no 
evidence was found. 
In October 1915 the Granville Hotel, was 
reopened to be used as a Special Orthopaedic 
Hospital for wounded Canadians. The hospital 
was intended to accommodate some six or seven 
hundred officers and men, as well as up to 100 
staff. One of the medical officers at the Granville was Major Francis Scrimger R.A.M.C. who 
was the first Canadian to be awarded a Victoria Cross. The V.C. was awarded to Major 
(Captain as he was at the time) Scrimger for conspicuous bravery when his first aid post came 
under sustained fire during the Battle of Ypres April 1915. 

The Canadian convalescing troops formed an 
orchestra and concert party which visited the 
local VAD hospitals and were themselves visited by 
the Comedy Concert Party when it toured local 
Army hospitals and barracks. 
The Canadians also allowed the local Miniature 
Rifle Club to set up a rifle range at the Granville for 
practice and competitions. 
The Canadians soon became very popular in the 
town and several of them married local girls. 
When the Canadian Hospital moved to Buxton in 
September 1917; because it was becoming too 

dangerous to stay on the cliff top at Ramsgate; the whole town was sad to see them go. 
Sgt George Layton had been on the staff at the Granville prior to the War, he was a former 
serviceman and so called up at the start of the War and wounded in the neck at the Battle of 
Mons in August 1914- he was reported to be recuperating but we do not know how he fared 
during the rest of the War. (Courtesy Thanet Advertiser October 1914 and various British 
Newspaper Archive). 
 
Nearby Granville Garage and Granville Gardens 
Mr Benjamin Redbourn, who was the joint 
proprietor of the Granville Garage, and 
volunteered in his spare time. Throughout the 
War Granville Garage was advertising for 
charabanc drivers, possibly to replace those 
who were called up; Mr Redbourn ran a motor 
service from Ramsgate to Canterbury 
together with a Mr Cook - the demand for this 
service demonstrating the number of visitors in 
the town. In his spare time Mr Redbourn was 
commissioned by Kent V.A.D. Transport and 
had served 360 hours as an ambulance driver 
meeting the trains with wounded soldiers and transporting them to the various VAD 
hospitals. The ambulance used belonged to a Mr Clutton of Granville Gardens off Granville 
Road, a private individual who had bought the ambulance himself and lent to the VAD to be 
used to transport the wounded. 
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9 Artillery Road- house number uncertain 
Cross the road to the Granville, at the corner turn left onto Victoria Road, follow the road until 
you reach Bellevue Road, make a left turn and follow the road until you reach Artillery Road. 
Turn right onto Artillery Road. 
 
In the Thanet Advertiser in July 1915 it was reported that Private Johnston R.A.M.C. of 
Artillery Road; who had been a Prisoner of War since September 1914; had been released 
from captivity and was returning home. Prisoner swaps did occur throughout the War and the 
men were generally repatriated through Holland, which was a neutral country during the War. 
All the men from Ramsgate who were POW’s were supported by the provision of regular 
parcels sent from the town funded by the Prisoner of War Fund managed by the Mayor of 
Ramsgate, Mr Cheney. The parcels would contain various foodstuffs and clothing items such 
as socks as well as supplies of necessities such as razor blades. Over 30 men were being 
supported in this way in 1916 and letters of thanks were received from them and published in 
the Thanet Advertiser. 
 

 
 
Source Red Cross and various copies of Thanet Advertiser 

 
Follow Artillery Road until you reach King Street. Turn left and follow the street until you reach 
Newcastle Hill. Walk up the hill to see where the site of James Burke’s house (Stop 10) was. 

 
10 James Burke lived at 4 Newcastle Hill 
with his mother Mary, father James and 2 younger brothers Alfred and Henry. James was born 
in 1890 and attended St Paul’s Mission Church School in King Street. 
When he left school he had various jobs such as a greengrocers 
errand boy and he joined the Territorials in the East Kent Regiment 
in October 1908. By the time of the 1911 census he was listed as 
crew on a fishing boat along with his 
father. He was mobilised on the 8th 
of August 1914 and left for France 
on the 2nd of November 1914 with 
the 1st Battalion the East Kent 
Regiment. 
A week before he died his mother 
had sent him an accordion and the 
family have a letter she sent to the 
Army asking for it to be returned. 

Source from the family in memory of James Burke 
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Return to King Street, turn left and then make a right turn onto Belmont Street. 

 
11. Number 7 Belmont Street  
- the home of Albert Andrews ,the skipper of the fishing 
smack ‘Erena’ which was lost with a crew of three in 
February 1915- Mr Andrews left a widow and six  children 
the eldest of whom was aged eight .His widow and family 
was supported by the local Widow’s and Orphan Fund. 
Whether the ‘Erena ‘was lost as the result of enemy action is 
unclear. Mr Andrews’ two crew mates were Charles Morgan 
aged 17 and 19 year old Ralph Walker who were both 
resident at the Smack Boys Home. All three are 
remembered on the Roll of Honour to the Ramsgate 
Fishermen which is found here 
http://www.ramsgatehistory.com/documents/THE_SAILOR'S_CHURCH_MEMORIAL.pdf. 
This loss reminds us of the perilous nature of fishing which was exacerbated by enemy 
action during the War. 

 

12. War Memorial at St George’s 

Walk up Belmont Street until you reach School Lane, turn left and keep walking along the lane, 
make a right turn onto Broad Street, then another right turn onto Church Road, keep walking 
until you see an entrance into St George’s churchyard. 

In the early hours of the morning of Friday April 27th 
1917 Ramsgate was bombarded from the sea by 
enemy destroyers, the tower at St George’s suffered 
minor damage. The Vicar; the Rev Hertslet; kept the 
shell and piece of stonework in his study. 

In April 1919 the Revd Hertslet, held a meeting at the 
Parish Hall, Broad Street, to inform parishioners about 
the memorial scheme for providing a lady chapel in St 
George’s Parish Church and for a suitable monument in 
the churchyard to the Ramsgate men who died in the 
Great War. 

The estimated cost of the chapel was about £240, of which £188 had already been obtained, 
largely by subscriptions from parishioners over the war years. 

The war memorial was to be erected in the churchyard, between the gates and the church, a 
stone cross in memory of the men who had fallen. The design which most parishioners 
preferred was a cross on an octagonal base. The Crusader’s sword is incorporated in the 
design along with a ship, symbolic of the town’s connection with the sea. 

There are a number of WW1 honours boards and other memorials in St George’s Church. A 
copy of the WW1 Roll of Honour is also kept in the church and at Ramsgate Library.  
  

http://www.ramsgatehistory.com/documents/THE_SAILOR'S_CHURCH_MEMORIAL.pdf
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13. 70 High Street The Post Office 
Leave the churchyard, walk down Church Hill and turn left onto High 
Street. Walk along High Street, until you see 70 High Street on your 
right. 
 
The site of the post office telephone exchange and call office which 
was seen of such importance that it was guarded; either by special 
constables or the Army; for much of the War 
A number of the telephonists, both women and men, received 
awards in recognition of their bravery staying at their posts during air 
raids and bombardments. All calls had to be manually connected 
through the switchboard and so their service was vital to co-
ordinating emergency responses during raids. 
 
Source Cockburn’s Diary and various editions of the Thanet Advertiser 
 

14. Site of Bull and George in High St 
Keep following High Street until you reach Poundland shop (12-14 High St, Ramsgate CT11 
9AB), which was the site of Bull and George Hotel. 
 

The first Zeppelin raid was in May 1915 
when an incendiary bomb badly damaged 
the Bull and George commercial hotel 
in Ramsgate High Street. The rest of the 
bombs fell all over Ramsgate. The next 
day sightseers came from all over East 
Kent to view the damage. Despite this raid 
the people of Ramsgate remained defiant 
and determined to carry on regardless 
following this terrifying experience. 
During the first Zeppelin raid in May 1915 
Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills became 
aware of Ramsgate’s inadequate 

provision against fires. She presented the first motorised fire engine for Ramsgate in 
October 1915 and named it Lord Winterstoke after her uncle. 
 

 

 

Ramsgate firemen with the new Lord Winterstoke motorised fire engine  
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15. Site of Town Hall 
Keep walking down High Street until you see Halifax Building. It was the site of Town Hall. 

 
600 Special Constables were sworn in at the Town Hall 
between the 25th and the 27th November 1914, their 
various duties included guarding important installations 
such as the Waterworks, Gasworks and Telephone 
Exchange. They had duties during the many air raids 
throughout the War, were also on standby should the 
Germans attack from the sea and assist with the 
evacuation of the town should that be necessary. At the 
outbreak of War there were 57 policemen in Ramsgate 
but 22 of them had joined the forces by June 1917 so 
from that date the special constables also took on more 

regular police roles including patrolling. They wore a distinctive cap, badge and armlet and 
were equipped with a note book, whistle and truncheon. 
In September 1915 Sgt Niemeyer, one of the wounded Canadians recovering at Ramsgate, 
held a recruiting meeting in the Market Place. He had been travelling all over the country 
and had secured four thousand recruits. He said “Either a man is eligible or he is not. If the 
latter nothing can be said. If the former and he has not enlisted, then he is a slacker and a 
shirker.” 
Sgt Niemeyer also spoke at the King’s Electric 
Theatre and the Star Cinema. 
That week the recruitment figures for 
Ramsgate stood at 1260, not bad for a small 
town of about 35,000 residents. Following Sgt 
Niemeyer’s rousing speeches eleven local men 
came forward but only three of those were 
accepted for enlistment. 
It was also from here that the mayor announced 
the Armistice in November 1918 and townsfolk 
still meet here every year to observe two minutes 
silence at 11am on 11th November. 

Photo of Old Ramsgate Town Hall in Market Place ca 1910 
Source Cockburn’s Diary and various editions of the Thanet Advertiser 

 
16. Old King’s Cinema 
At the junction of High Street and King Street make a turn slightly to the left and walk up King’s 
Place. You will see Old King’s Cinema at the end of this passage. 

 
It was not until August 1916 when the film of The Battle of 
the Somme was first screened that most people on the 
home front really got a glimpse of life on the Western 
Front.  
Reg Crow, the manager of the King’s Electric Theatre in 
Ramsgate was very proud of his Kingscope Electric Motion 
Pictures which were justly famed for their size, clearness 
and steadiness. In August 1916 he described the Somme 
film thus:- 
When the history of our times is written the Battle of the 
Somme will undoubtedly be one of the great events which have altered the destinies of 
mankind. The film will impress different types of people in different ways, but its appeal will be 
universal. We cannot conceive of anyone in the whole country not being irresistibly drawn to 
see this picture of the greatest event that has occurred in English history. 
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The film of The Battle of the Somme was shot by only 
two cameramen, Geoffrey Malins and John McDowell, in 
June and July 1916 and documented the British Army's 
preparation for the battle, the battle itself, and the 
outcome. The film also offers glimpses of daily life - 
eating, marching, hauling equipment etc., and the British 
soldiers’ interaction with German prisoners. It was the 
first time a camera crew had filmed actual battlefield 
scenes 

When the film was released in August 1916 over 20 million people saw it in British picture 
houses in the first two months. The unabridged version was very graphic and many women 
cried and fainted when they first saw it. 

 

17. Explosion in the Harbour- HMTB4 
Return to King Street, turn left onto Harbour Street and walk down to the Harbour, the final 
destination of this trail. 

 
On Saturday May 26th 1917 a terrific explosion shook the town 
of Ramsgate when No 4 torpedo boat blew up in the harbour. 
About 400 houses were damaged and many townsfolk 
narrowly escaped being hit by flying pieces of metal. Several of 
the sailors who had been engaged in cleaning the torpedo, 
were blown to pieces and the men below decks must have 
been burnt alive. Fourteen crew members were lost but 
miraculously three men who had been standing on the raised 

gun platform in the immediate vicinity of the explosion were uninjured. The men; who came 
from all over the country, including Bristol and Plymouth; are buried in Ramsgate 
cemetery. The funeral of the victims was attended by thousands of townspeople, who 
afterwards subscribed to the erection of a white marble cross. 
November 1918 the German submarine UB21, which sank 33 ships in 26 patrols, surrendered 
to the British and was brought into Ramsgate Harbour. Throughout the war the stormy weather 
off the Kent coast also gave plenty of work to the local lifeboat men, particularly around the 
Goodwin Sands, where many ships and sailing barges delivering essential supplies got into 
trouble. 
 
Joseph Benoit 
In May 1915 a young seaman from Newfoundland called Joseph 
Benoit, serving in the Royal Naval Reserve, was tragically killed by 
his step brother in a freak accident with a rifle on the deck of the 
HM Drifter Loyal Star, which was operating out of Ramsgate 
Harbour. The Loyal Star was requisitioned by the Admiralty in 
December 1914 and converted to a patrol boat, and later a mine 
sweeper. Joseph is buried in the Catholic section of Ramsgate 
cemetery. 
In December 1919 the East Kent Times reported the christening of 
His Majesty’s newest destroyer, HMS Thanet, in honour of Thanet’s 
association with the British Navy and her part in defending the 
country during the war. A Pathe News film clip of the event survives. 
The townspeople of Ramsgate presented the officers and men of 
HMS Thanet with a commemorative silver plate. 
 
Source East Kent Advertiser 
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Extension of the Trail 

Leave the main trail at Granville Hotel, point 8, and walk up Victoria Parade to point 1 IN 
GREEN, rejoin the main trail after point 13 on the extended trail by walking down King Street 
for point 9 on the main trail in Artillery Road. 
 

1 GREEN. East Cliff Lodge 
 
Pre War history 
Lord Winterstoke, or William Henry Wills, died in 
January 1911 and his nephew succeeded him as 
chairman of the Imperial Tobacco Company. His niece 
Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills inherited her uncle’s 
house East Court in Ramsgate. Dame Janet was 
always a commanding presence in the town being 
driven round in one of her Rolls-Royce cars, and took 
part in as many prize-givings, open days and other 
local events as she could.  She was a very generous 
benefactress giving large sums of money to help and 
support the people of Ramsgate. 
 
During the War 
During WW1 Dame Janet served on many local relief and fund-raising committees. She 
visited the wounded and encouraged improvements to town health and sanitation so that the 
men selected to serve would be strong enough to fight. She was also a strong supporter of the 
Ramsgate National Kitchen which was inaugurated in 1918 to enable people to purchase 
meals which; because of the quantity in which they were cooked; were more economical than 
cooking in the home. The idea was to save food and provide nourishing meals at a set charge. 
In March 1918 Dame Janet gave £5,000 to Aeroplane Week out of the total of £27,000 raised 
locally.  
 
The Star of the Order of the British Empire was conferred on Dame Janet by His Majesty 

King George V for her generosity to the war 
effort in helping to fit out ships for the Royal 
Navy.  
After the War 
Dame Janet was unanimously selected as 
Mayor of Ramsgate for the municipal year 1923 
– 1924. Mayor Larkin praised Dame Janet’s 
bravery in remaining in the town during the First 
World War despite the fact that her house was 
especially exposed to danger from air raiders 
and bombardment from the sea. 

 
Source East Kent Advertiser 
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2 GREEN. The Chaning-Pearce family of Montague House 
Walk along Brockenhurst Road to the corner with Queen’s Road. 
 
The home of Dr J Chaning- Pearce( a well known local doctor) and his family. His third son 
Wilfred( born 1885) qualified as a doctor and worked at St Thomas’s London and also 
acted as locum for his father upon occasion. 
In October 1914 Wilfred joined the Army and the RAMC. The role he was undertaking when 
he was killed on 1st October 1917 was as a front line doctor attached to the Royal 
Liverpool Regiment treating wounded soldiers in the trenches. Only a fortnight before his 
death he had been awarded the M.C.(Military Cross) 
Wilfred’s younger sister Lois was a nurse with the VAD from 1915 and was nursing at the 
base hospital in Abbeville, France when her brother was killed. Lois had also served on the 
hospital ship HMS ‘Aquitania’ attending to the wounded troops as they crossed the 
Channel to Southampton. Lois resigned from the VAD the month after her brother’s death 
and returned to Ramsgate. 
 

  

 

3 GREEN. 11 Penshurst Road and the Brownies 
Walk down Queen’s Road, then turn right onto Lyndhurst Road, then make a left turn onto 
Penshurst Road and walk along the road until you will see number 11 on the opposite side of 
the road. 
 
This was the home of Miss Hacker; the Brown Owl for 
the 1st Ramsgate Brownies who held their meetings in St 
Paul’s Hall , Sussex Street every Saturday afternoon. 
Under her guidance the Brownies, aged 7-11, adopted 
and cared for 8 war graves of soldiers and sailors who had 
no local family . They also made over 100 treasure bags 
to the troops containing necessities and a useful item for  
the soldiers to keep personal items in. The Brownies raised 
funds by selling salvaged paper and rags. 
 
Source The Thanet Advertiser various dates 
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4 GREEN. 21 Thanet Road - the home of St John Ambulance Private 
Afrigan 
Walk down Penshurst Road until you reach Margate Road, turn right onto the road and keep 
walking. Take special care when crossing Dumpton Park Drive. You are recommended to 
cross this road closer to the bus stop. 
 

The St John Ambulance had several stations where 
equipment for use in an emergency was kept. The 
newspapers in October 1914 carried the full list and 21 
Thanet Road; the home of Abraham Afrigan; was one of 
these. Mr Afrigan was an insurance agent who was also a 
volunteer Private in the St John Ambulance Brigade. At his 
home he kept splints, a stretcher and rope and wire 
cutters for use in an emergency. 
The main station was next to the police station in York Street 
and there were also supplies kept at the General Hospital, 
West Cliff Road and at 171, King Street. 
 
 
 
 
Source The Thanet Advertiser October 1914 and Janet and 
Richard’s Genealogy. 

 

5 GREEN. WW Martin 
Keep walking down Margate Road until you reach the 
corner with Hereson Road. You will see WW Martin on 
the opposite side of Hereson Road. 

 
Background 
WW Martin, a construction company, was founded in 
1877 by William Woodgate Martin who was born in 1837. 
The company was moved to Dane Park Road following a 
fire. The neighbouring St Ethelbert’s Roman Catholic 
Church was designed by Peter Paul Pugin and 
constructed by WW Martin in 1902.  
 
First World War 
Mr W Martin and his wife had 2 sons; Charles who 
served in the Royal Engineers and by 1917 was a 
corporal and ‘Arch’ Martin who served with the Royal 
Naval Service from late 1916.  
 ‘Arch’ Martin was a well known local footballer (for St 
George’s FC) and cricketer who had captained the 
Ramsgate Cricket League eleven. Before Arch Martin 
joined up he had been working with his father including 
assisting with the planning and building of the Sterilising 
Room at the General Hospital. The Sterilising room was 
opened in May 1916 and paid for by the family of Ronald Winch as a memorial to their son 
Charles Martin lost an eye in battle overseas serving his country. 
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Pictured below is a plaque listing the names of WW Martin 
employees who served in The Great War. 
Mr and Mrs Martin supported local fund raising for the Mayor’s Fund, 
the Hospitals and many other local causes throughout the War 
 
 
 
Sources various editions of the Thanet Advertiser 

 
 
 
 
 
Source: http://wwmartin.co.uk/history 

 
After The War WW Martin continues to be a well known building company to this day for more 
about their history visit http://wwmartin.co.uk/history 

 
6 GREEN. Hereson Road School and the Dug Outs 
Turn right onto Hereson Road and keep walking until you see a 
turn to Lillian Road. You can see the school grounds behind the 
Church Hall. 
 
Ramsgate suffered very badly during the War from air raids 

from Zeppelins and bombers and from shelling from the sea by the German Navy. Some of 

the civilian population left the town at night to sleep 

nearby or tried to move their families within a 

commuting distance. The demand was such that 

soon there were no houses to rent inland and it 

was not an option open to everyone. Others began to 

take their protection into their own hands and use the 

chalk cliffs to construct dug- outs as shelter from 

the raids. 

One of these was at Hereson School and it was 

reported in the local paper that it had been dug by 

volunteers and for use by the infants and girls with 

the boys using a shelter on Honeysuckle Hill. The 

Thanet Advertiser in January 1918 published a list of 

the dug outs entitled Underground Ramsgate 

The Mayor wrote to the Mayor of Coventry in February 
1918 asking for help to equip the dug outs with 
blankets, seats and funds so that food could be 
provided for those taking shelter. 
 
 
Source The Thanet Advertiser 

  

http://wwmartin.co.uk/history
http://wwmartin.co.uk/history
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7 GREEN. Number 7 Cecilia Road 
Keep walking along Hereson Road until you can cross the Road at an appropriate pedestrian 
crossing. Keep walking until you reach Cecilia Road where you should turn left. 
 

7 Cecilia Road was the home of Private Lawbuary 
of the ASC (MT) who was given 28 days leave in 
March 1918, having served in Salonika for nearly 2 
years and had been previously in France. The ASC 
was the Army Service Corp and the MT indicates 
that Private Lawbuary was attached to the 
Mechanised Transport section. He would have 
been not only servicing and maintaining vehicles but 
using vehicles to move heavy guns. In Salonika 
he would have been serving alongside the Serbs 
fighting against the Ottoman Turks. His service 
reminds us that men from Ramsgate served in all 
the theatres of the War not just the Western Front. 

Source The Thanet Advertiser 30 March 1918 

 

8 GREEN. Ramsgate Cemetery 
Keep walking along Cecilia Road until you can see an entrance to Ramsgate Cemetery. 
 
There are over 100 WW1 graves in Ramsgate Cemetery for soldiers, sailors and airmen; of 
all nationalities. Most of the graves are marked by a Commonwealth War Graves headstone 
but some are family memorials. The civilians who were killed in the various air raids and 
bombardments from the sea are also buried here. 
 

 
A small ceremony is performed in the cemetery on 11th November each year but the main town 
commemoration takes place at the war memorial outside St George’s Church on 
Remembrance Sunday. 
It should also be noted the Jewish cemetery on the corner of Cecilia Road and Dumpton 
Park Road also has graves of servicemen from the First World War. 
 

9 GREEN. St Luke’s – Memorial to Sunday School Children 
When you reach the end of Cecilia Road, turn left onto Dumpton Park Road, then turn right 
onto St Luke’s Avenue. To get closer to the Church, cross the avenue in a safe place. The 
church may be closed, please check the website of St Luke’s Church for opening times. 
 
Ramsgate’s saddest week 
 
On Sunday 19th March 1916 five enemy seaplanes raided Dover, Deal, Ramsgate & 
Margate. In Ramsgate townsfolk heard heavy firing in the distance but it was too misty to see 
much out at sea that afternoon. Suddenly the rapid firing of shrapnel was heard then the sound 
of bombs exploding. Damage was done in King Street and Chatham Street.  
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The driver of a motor car was struck and killed on St. Luke's Avenue and most of the windows 
in the vicinity were shattered. Five children were killed on their way to St. Luke's Sunday 
school and nine people were injured. 
Commander Bone, who had gone up from Westgate in a seaplane, shot one of the German 
planes down over the Goodwin Sands. 
The mayor and corporation attended the funeral of the children the following Thursday in 
Ramsgate cemetery after a service in St Luke’s Church. Local school children also attended 
the funeral. It was the saddest week Ramsgate had known 
for many years. 
Ramsgate people were complimented in the House of Commons 
during the week on their plucky behaviour, but they felt that more 
protection for their children would be worth much more than 
compliments.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source East Kent Advertiser 

 

10 GREEN. 53 Denmark Road 
Walk along St Luke’s Avenue towards the town centre until you reach a turn to Denmark Road. 
Walk up the road a few meters until you see number 53 on the left hand side. 
 

The home of Mr Henry Porter, a civilian electrician, 
who was awarded an Order of the British Empire in 
May 1918 for his bravery and devotion to duty 
during repeated air raids. On one occasion he was 
restoring Naval circuits in the Harbour area  during a 
raid with explosions happening 50 yards from 
where he was working. Mr Porter was one of 
several local civilians who were recognised with an 
award of the OBE. The awards were made on behalf 
of the King by the Marquess Cambden, Lord 
Lieutenant of Kent, in a ceremony in Maidstone. 

 
 
Source Thanet Advertiser Saturday 25th May 1918 

 
11 GREEN. Boundary Park 

Return to St Luke’s Avenue and keep walking toward 
the town centre until you reach Hardres Road. Cross 
it in an appropriate place and walk along the top 
border of the park. 
 

This park was one of the open spaces in Ramsgate 
which was dug up for allotments during February 
1917 in response to the shortage a food caused by 
the lost of merchant shipping to U boats. An 
allotment association was formed and people were 
encouraged to share gardens for food production if 
they could not utilise all the space themselves. 
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Throughout the War the shortages of food led to steadily rising prices and hardship amongst a 
lot of the townspeople as indicated by the information below. 
In February 1916 the town received a free consignment of meat donated by the New 
Zealand government. Local ice houses gave storage space for free and local butchers jointed 
the meat giving their time voluntarily. Tickets were given to needy families to claim their free 
meat.  
Source Cockburn’s Diary and various editions of the Thanet Advertiser. 
 

12 GREEN. 49 Hereson Road 
Keep walking along St Luke’s Avenue until you reach Hereson Road. Number 49 will be a few 
meters to the left on the opposite side of the road.  
 
Mr W D Jenkins ran a shop here but for the War effort he bred homing pigeons for the 

Forces. Pigeons played a very important role in all 
the services not just carrying messages for the 
Army. Radio contact from ships and planes was very 
limited and so the pigeons were the only way of 
sending a message. 
There are several instances of pigeons saving 
lives, a ship’s crew was saved when they sent their 
pigeon back to base with a message attached giving 
the location of where they had to abandon 
ship. Seaplanes also carried 2 pigeons as a 
precaution in case the plane had to ditch in the sea 
and to arrange a rescue. 

 
Source various editions of the Thanet Advertiser 

 

13 GREEN. 3 Hereson Road 
Turn right and walk along Hereson Road until you reach the streetlights. Number 3 will be on 
the opposite side of the road. 
 

Mr and Mrs Ebbett of 3 Hereson Road had 5 sons and 2 
son- in- laws serving in the forces in December 1914 
and received a letter of congratulations from King George 
for their family’s commitment to the War effort. 
In 1916 their eldest son Robert, who had emigrated to 
Canada prior to the War, also enlisted. Three of the 
boys served in the Army and three with the Navy and 
they served all over the world including the Middle East 
and Far East.  
Two of the sons died in 1917 within a few weeks of each 
other and both serving in the Navy. Henry, who was 
serving on HMS Orama, was the Ebbett’s fifth son, and 
had not been home since he enlisted in August 1914. 
Frederick who died in September 1917 was 18 years 
old and had been home prior to his death. 
It appears that the other sons and son-in-laws survived 
the War. Mr Emmett opened a establishment supplying 
high class refreshments in King Street with one of his 

sons who had returned from Army Service in May 1919. 
 
Source various editions of the Thanet Advertiser 

 
Cross Victoria Road, follow King Street and rejoin the main trail at point 9.  
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Other information and points of interest 
 

➢ Blackout conditions were very strictly enforced with fines imposed for anyone 
breaching the conditions. In the winter months this led to businesses closing early and church 
services being held in the afternoon rather than evening 

 
➢ Nethercourt House has been a manor house, a 
farmhouse, a vicarage, a civil defence centre and in 
WW1 a military hospital. 
In 1779 Nethercourt was inherited by Thomas Garrett, 
Colonel Commandant of the East Kent Yeomanry 
Cavalry and a benefactor of St. Laurence Church. It was 
demolished in 1957 and a housing estate built on its 
extensive estate. A small park (Nethercourt Hill, 
Ramsgate CT11 0RX) and caravan site remain. The 
Garrett family are buried in St. Laurence Churchyard. 
 
Diagonally opposite the Nethercourt Estate was Southwood House, which was used as a 
WW1 convalescent home, the grounds of which also became a housing estate after the 
Second World War. Like Nethercourt House, Southwood House no longer exists.  All that 
remains of the grounds is the Southwood Football Ground. 
 
➢ St Lawrence College (College Rd, Ramsgate CT11 7AE) during the First World War 
The school was founded in 1879. Until 1906 it was called South Eastern College, and old boys 
were known as Old Secobians. Thereafter it was called St Lawrence College, and its alumni 
are called Old Lawrentians. In 1914 it was only 35 years old and had a roll of only 226 boys. 
Despite this, 735 Old Secobians/Old Lawrentians are believed to have served in the Great 
War. 144 of these lost their lives. 
 
The Memorial Tablet was originally unveiled in the school library on 23rd August 1920 and at 
that stage contained 116 names. An additional panel of 13 names was added in December 
1926, taking the total to 129. 2 further names were added in the 1980s. The total therefore 
stood at 131, until the discovery of a further 12 names led to the unveiling of a third tablet on 
Remembrance Day 2014. Since then the college have become aware of another name not on 
the Memorial (A E Gayer) which brings the total to 144. 
 
In 1917 the college buildings in Ramsgate were being used as a convalescent home for 
Canadian troops, most of whom were casualties of the Canadian capture of Vimy Ridge on 
Easter Monday 1917. Known as the Princess Patricia Canadian Red Cross Special Hospital it 
was still very vulnerable and on several occasions German naval shells burst close to the 
college on the path up to Newlands. 
 
By January 1919 the school was able to return to Ramsgate but were saddened by the 
approaching departure of the Headmaster, who had steered the school through some of the 
most difficult years in its history. 
 
Present chapel at St Lawrence College was erected in memory of 129 Old Lawrentians who 
died in WW1. The corner stone was laid at a special service on the college Speech Day in 
June 1926 and dedicated by Archbishop of Canterbury in June 1927.  
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➢ St. Laurence Church (High Street, Ramsgate CT11 0QT), 
which is the oldest building in Ramsgate dating from the 11th 
century, has two WW1 memorials in the porch, showing the 
names of the men of the Parish who died in the forces. One is a 
wooden shrine and the other is made of Portland Stone. There is 
also a stone cross memorial at the front of the church, and in 1924 
two new bells were added to the tower called Peace and 
Remembrance. Recently a Commonwealth War Graves sign has 
been put on each of the main gates to the churchyard to remind 
people that there are war graves in there. There are 8 from WW1.  

 

  
 
➢ Chatham House became an annex to the Granville and was also a Canadian Hospital. 
 
➢ Cyril and Norman Siddeley 
Three Old Lawrentians who survived the war were Cyril, Ernest and Norman Siddeley, sons of 
the motor car manufacturer John Siddeley, whose company Siddeley-Deasy produced 
ambulances and aircraft engines during WW1. Their parents paid for the choir stalls in the 
memorial chapel. The dedication reads:- 
 
“These stalls are presented by Mr and Mrs J D Siddeley as a thanksoffering for the 
preservation in the Great War (1914-1918) of their sons Cyril, Ernest and Norman, old boys of 
the Junior School and College.” 
 
Cyril Davenport Siddeley, born in 1894, became 2nd Baron Kenilworth following his father’s 
death in 1953. He joined the Royal Warwickshire Regiment in 1914 later becoming a captain in 
the Army Service Corps. 
 

➢ 141 High Street Shirt making for the Army 

This industry was the idea of the Mayoress, Mrs Maud Cheyney and started in 1916 and was 
so successful that by June 1917 she was being invited to arrange to have 1,500 shirts a week 
made. Her scheme enabled women who were unable to go out to work, due to family 
circumstances, to earn much needed money at home. This was very helpful for those who 
had been widowed or if there was a delay in receiving the Army allotment. 
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All the workers had to have was a sewing machine and they were supplied with pre cut 
garments and were paid piece work rates for every item made. Most women were able to 
supplement their income by between 10s and £1 per week in this manner. Anyone wanting to 
join the workforce was invited to send their details to the office at 141 High Street. 

Mrs Cheyney also found time to join the VAD and act as the lady supervisor for the team that 
provided welcome refreshments for the injured service men arriving at the railway stations 
whilst they were waiting for transport to the VAD hospitals. 

Source Thanet Advertiser June 1917 and Red Cross. 
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Main Ramsgate Trail Quiz 
 

1. There were fireworks on the roof of the Smack Boys Home. True/False 
 

2. The Sailor’s Rest was fitted out as a temporary hospital during 
WW1. 

True/False 
 

3. Ramsgate suffered from a considerable air raid from a Zeppelin on 
May 17th, 1915. 

True/False 
 

4. A sculpture called Destiny was unveiled on 25th December 1918. True/False 
 

5. The Granville Hotel gained local notoriety in September 1915 when 
it was reported that the empty hotel was being used by German 
spies. 

True/False 
 

6. Albert Andrews, the skipper of the fishing smack Erena, was killed 
in February 1915.  

True/False 
 

7. On Thursday April 26th 1917 Ramsgate was bombarded from air 
by enemy fighter planes. 

True/False 
 

8. Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills presented the first motorised fire 
engine to Ramsgate in October 1915. 

True/False 
 

9. At the outbreak of War 6000 local women volunteered to be 
Special Constables at the Town Hall. 

True/False 
 

10. No 4 torpedo boat blew up in Ramsgate Harbour on Saturday 
May 26th 1917. This explosion shook the whole town of Ramsgate. 

True/False 
 

 
When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 

 

 

If you have enjoyed following this trail visit our website www.kentww1.com 

and discover more Kentish trails on the 100 miles tab- by December 2017 

there will be 30 to follow around Kent.  

mailto:info@kentww1.com
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Ramsgate Trail Map 

 

 
 

 

 


