
Margate
Westgate

Blue Trail

First World War
Walking Trail

Revealing the history of local people, 
places and events

This trail was developed in partnership with Dr 
Dawn Crouch

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information 
only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see the website for 

walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to discover more 
information and to take part in the quiz.

www.kentww1.com
The QR code below 
takes you to the 100 
miles for 100 years 
app, alternatively 
visit the website for 
a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

Introduction to the Blue Trail

The small town of Westgate-on-Sea 
played a part in the Great War which 
was disproportionate to its size. It was, 
at that time, totally separate from the 
Borough of Margate, being part of the 
Isle of Thanet Rural District from which 
all official instructions were issued. Life 
in the town was completely changed by 
the presence of the RNAS seaplane base 
and a large number of army personnel, 
who were there for the duration to pro-
tect the base and prepare for the threat 
of invasion, and many wounded soldiers 
who were being treated at the Westgate 
VAD hospitals.

Westgate is fortunate to have a large 
amount of archival material ranging 
from the autograph album of the lady 
who looked after the RNAS pigeons to 
Parish Council Minutes and the Log Book 
of St Saviour’s School. These can be seen 
at the Westgate Heritage Centre

Dr Dawn Crouch

Above: RNAS air station also showing sea planes.

Above: Tents where men were billeted with planes in the 
background.

Left: Tom Setterfield 
as Chief of the Fire 
Brigade.

Credits for pictures to the right: 1) 1302MAR Courte-
sy Margate Museum; 2) 1304MAR Courtesy Margate 
Museum; 3) 1288MAR Courtesy Westgate Heritage 
Centre.



RNAS Westgate Sea 
and airplane base1

Visitors could sit on the beach 
and watch the sea
planes but were not allowed 
to approach the airfield
on the cliffs above. The sea 
planes operated
throughout the War until July 
1919. The airfield activity
was transferred to Manston 
in 1915-16, which was
safer for landing and could 
be used at night.

Coronation 
Bandstand4

Now developed as the 
Westgate Pavilion this was 
the site of the Coronation 
Bandstand. During the War 
the Bandstand was used as 
a look out post for RNAS 
Westgate and sleeping 
quarters for men from the 
Royal West Kent Regiment. 
In July 1919 the Peace Day 
celebrations for Westgate 
commenced from here with 
a parade.

The Westgate on Sea 
War Memorial 3

There are 79 names recorded 
on this memorial of whom 
77 were servicemen and 
2 were civilians. Thomas 
Marsh, who was on board 
the RMS Lusitania when 
it was torpedoed in 1915, 
and Thomas Randall who 
was killed in the Faversham 
Uplees Munitions Factory 
explosion in 1916.

High Beach VAD 
Hospital2

Injured soldiers would arrive 
by ambulance and private 
cars from the train station in 
Margate. Many
local women were VAD 
volunteers at High Beach,
including the Hubbard sisters. 
Dorothy Hubbard went
on to be a VAD nurse in 
France where she was
uninjured in a German air 
raid on the hospital in which
she was nursing.

Wellington School 
House5

This was a private school 
which remained open during 
WW1. “It was reported that 
246 old boys of Wellington 
House had served in the 
war and one in four had 
been killed...” Isle of Thanet 
Gazette, 12 April 1919.

Margate Westgate Blue Trail 
Distance: 2.4 km / 1.5 miles

There is unlimited free parking on 
Sea Road and in Westgate Bay Av-
enue and time restricting free park-
ing in Station Road and St Mildred’s 
by the shops.

St Saviour’s Church, 
Westgate-on-Sea7

There is a War Memorial 
Chapel in the Church, 
containing the memorials to 
the Westgate men who died 
in the two World Wars and in 
Iraq. The original Wellington 
House School Roll of Honour 
board, listing 66 names of the 
alumni killed during the War, 
was moved to St Saviour’s 
Church and rededicated in 
1973.

8
Westgate-on-Sea Heritage 
Centre was opened officially 
on 31st March 2007 and is 
located in St Saviour’s. The 
Centre houses a timeline 
showing the development of 
Westgate from its founding in 
1865 to the present day and 
includes information about 
the First World War.

Westgate Heritage 
Centre

Town Hall Buildings9
During the War various 
concerts were held in aid of 
organisations such as the 
YMCA. Those who wished 
to enlist in the 3rd Home 
Counties Brigade Royal Field 
Artillery in January 1915 
were instructed to contact 
Mr Cornford at the Town 
Hall buildings. In July 1919 
a Peace Ball was held at the 
Town Hall.

1 Cuthbert Road 
Setterfield dairy10

This was the family home and 
dairy business of Thomas 
Setterfield (b 1873) who not 
only kept his business running 
during the War with the help 
of his wife Isabel but also 
served as a Chief Petty Officer 
at RNAS Westgate, was a town 
councillor and the Captain of 
the local Fire Brigade.

Westgate on Sea 
Railway Station11

Westgate on Sea Railway 
Station was opened in 1871. 
Those serving at the airbase 
would use this station but 
ambulance trains went 
to Margate Station and 
the wounded men were 
transferred to the Westgate 
Hospitals from there. An 
employee at the station James 
Edward Fright joined the Royal 
Army Medical Corps and was 
in France, he survived the War.

10 Adrian Square12
This was the family home of 
Mr and Mrs Sandwell, the 
adoptive parents of Herbert 
Bennett. He is one of the 
youngest names on the War 
Memorial being only 17 when 
he was killed as a result of 
a collision in the English 
Channel, when his ship HMS 
Boxer sank on 8th February 
1918.He was the only 
casualty.

St Mildred’s 
Hotel13

The hotel was built in 1883 
and owned by Sir William 
Ingram.  It consisted of 
Assembly Rooms, a swimming 
pool and private baths. 
When Westgate RNAS station 
was first commissioned the 
officers stayed here and the 
manager of the hotel, Mr 
Edward Alexander, invoiced 
for £159, being the cost of 
accommodating 12 officers 
for August 1914; this would 
be the equivalent of nearly 
£17,000 today.

6
Captain Leonard Neville 
Rogers was killed on the 
11th April 1917 whilst 
serving on the Western Front. 
His mother Anne lived at 
Danehurst and his sisters 
May and Selina (who used 
her second name Ella) were 
volunteer nurses at High 
Beach VAD Hospital. There is 
a memorial window to him 
in St Saviour’s Church.

The Rogers family at Daneshurst

Credits for Blue Trail: 1) 628MAR; 
2) 1285MAR Courtesy Westgate 
Heritage Centre; 3) 1086MAR; 
4) 1087MAR; 5) 1289MAR Cour-
tesy Westgate Heritage Centre; 
6) 1284MAR Courtesy IWM; 7) 
1090MAR; 8)No image for stop 8; 
9)1295MAR Courtesy Westgate 
Heritage Centre; 10) 1287MAR 
Courtesy Westgate Herit-
age Centre; 11) 1092MAR; 12) 
1296MAR Courtesy Wikimedia; 
13) 1303MAR Courtesy Margate 
Museum.

Our thanks 
to Dr Dawn 
Crouch for her 
assistance in 
developing the 
Westgate Trail.

Please respect the 
privacy of residents and 
use the trail in a 
considerate manner to 
others.
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