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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a
link to an app.
Travel information:
By car: Lydd is on the B2075 off the A259. The postcode for Manor Road is TN29 9HR or follow
the sat-nav postcodes below for the car parks.
Parking:
Free parking around the Rype, please park in a considerate manner. There is also a car park at
Park Street TN29 9AU for sat- nav purposes.
Places of rest / Facilities: There are public toilets in Park Street (just off Coronation Square)
TN29 9AP.
Walking Advice – Health and Safety
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map.
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go.
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking:
• gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians
• www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance,
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss ,
damages or injury whist following this trail.
Disclaimer
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in
whole to such errors.
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com

Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.

Page 2 of 15

Glossary
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.

Introduction
Lydd is the most southerly village in Kent and a corporate member of the Cinque Ports as a limb
of New Romney with a rich heritage as an established village on the Romney Marsh. Men from
Lydd were traditionally employed on the land and also as fishermen.
Lydd was known as a military town prior to the First World War, housing an established Army
Training Camp. The Royal Garrison Artillery was a military barracks, and the School of Siege
Artillery served as an important training facility. As well as this; as a sister to the Hythe Ranges,
the Lydd Ranges were a part of the Cinque Ports Firing Ranges; which also contained a
military hospital. The Lydd Ranges had been used for trials of techniques and munitions, with
the explosive Lyddite taking its name from the place where it was developed.
The First World War saw the expansion of Lydd as a military garrison, and the Camp was
extended through the building of metal huts which were known to the locals as Tin Town. Men
from Lydd served in all theatres of the War, and those who lived and trained at the Army
Barracks were joined by a variety of combatants from British regiments and overseas, including
Canadian riflemen and the Australian forces.
The High Street and various entertainment places would have been full of noise and bustle.
For the locals, another visible aspect of the military within the town would have been patrols
carried out by the Kent Cyclist Battalion, and in 1918 Lydd became a home base to the 2/1st
Cyclist Battalion.
We hope you enjoy the trail and walk back in history - imagining.
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Lydd Trail
Distance 1.2 miles (1.95 km)

1. Rosa Jones, Gladstone Villas, 73-77 Manor Road
Start here, TN29 9HT
Rosa Jones was aged 30 when she was engaged by the
Red Cross as a trained nurse landing in France on the 20th
October 1914. Although there were volunteers working for
the Red Cross as members of the VAD there were also some
nurses who were paid and Rosa was one of these. In 1914
she was paid just over £1 per week when she joined one of
the base hospitals in Calais (we are not certain which one)
and then she moved to Number 1 Hospital Le Touquet.
This hospital was known as the Duchess of Westminster’s
Hospital and had 150 beds. The wounded men would arrive at all times of night and day, they
would have received rudimentary first aid at the battalian aid dressing posts and then be shipped
as quickly as possible to the base hospitals. There was a constant pressure to keep beds free and
as soon as was safe, those with serious wounds were shipped back to England; ‘Blighty’ as it
was referred to; - either to Dover or to Southampton. Often during the winter sea conditions made
this impossible and there was also a problem with U-boat
activity.
The nurses worked incredibly long hours and there are
some excellent diaries such as Nurse Edith Appleton’s
diaries ‘A nurse at the Front’, which provide an insight into
the lives of nurses like Rosa.
Rosa was still nursing for the Red Cross at The Hague in
1920 and was a recipient of the 1914 Star which was more
commonly given to soldiers but was also given to a few
doctors and nurses.
Source British Red Cross
http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-are/History-and-origin/First-World-War
http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk

2. Picturedrome Site in West Rype
Walk a few yards north-eastwards following the Manor Road, until you reach the Pavillion.
As a garrison town, Lydd would have had several places of entertainment and one of these was
the Picturedrome on the West Rype.This was housed in a large Tithe Barn which had been
used to store grain but became the first cinema in Lydd The venue marketed itself as a high
class establishment and featured live music.
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The manager of the Picturedrome was Mr Bertram who was advertising for lady musicians to play
the piano, violin and cello in 1917 in the New Era magazine. A sports pavillion now stands on the
Picturedrome site.
In 1916 another cinema opened - this was the Regal which was
situated at 42 the High Street, now Kent Fire and Rescue.
A group called the ‘Musical Cheerios’ from Folkestone toured
local towns and villages (including Lydd) entertaining the
troops in December 1916.
Photo right: Regal Cinema
Sources:
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/43539 / the New Era magazine/
The Folkestone, Hythe, Cheriton and Sandgate Herald

3. Ketchley House, the Home of Harry Mittell
Follow Manor Road north-eastwards until you nearly reach the roundabout. On your right you will
see the site of the Ketchley House. Please note, at the time of writing this booklet, this is the
construction site of a house, which is planned to be named Ketchley House as was its
predecessor.
Harry was a native of Lydd, being born in mid 1876. He
had been engaged in several occupations including
being a butcher’s assistant and a military canteen
waiter at Lydd Camp, but by the 1911 census he was a
farmer and still living with his parents at Ketchley
House. Other members of the family included Harry’s
widowed sister Fanny Budge and her 2 sons Sidney
aged 4 and Frederick aged 2.
Harry was one of a number of local men who signed up
to be a special constable, other names being a Mr J.C.
Cole and Mr W.J. Lovick. Their duties would have
included making sure that blackout conditions were
observed and regular patrolling. Mr Cole was also the
recruiting officer for Lydd.
Harry Mittell received a certificate at the end of the War in recognition of his service which is still
in the possession of his family.
Our thanks to Harry Mittell’s great niece, Judy Winstanley for sharing Harry’s story

4. The Dolphin Inn
Turn back and follow Manor Road until you reach Dolphin Road, follow it to the junction with
Queen’s Road. On the corner you will see The Dolphin Inn,
which is an old established inn, one of several public
houses in Lydd all of which had their trade in intoxicating
liquor very restricted during the War - especially where
troops were in a large number. They were only allowed to
sell intoxicating liquor between 12-2.30p.m. and 6p.m.–
8p.m. and were not allowed to sell spirits for consumption
off the premises at the week end.
Pubs could still open from 5.30 a.m. to provide food and
non alcoholic beverages.
The main impact on the customers was that they were not
allowed credit or to buy a round of drinks ‘treating’ as it was known. The penalty for breaking the
regulations was a fine (up to £100) or imprisonment. Customers were also not allowed to stand
and drink at the bar - they would have to be seated and be served at their seats.
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5. Raymond Turner, 2 New Street
Follow South Street past the Dolphin Inn
until you reach Coronation Square and
New Street. 2 New Street is on this corner
on your right.
This was the family home Raymond
Turner born in 1894 to Horace and
Caroline Turner. Horace supported his
family repairing shoes for the local
community. Raymond travelled to Ramsgate to enlist in the 7th
Battalion the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) and as his medals include
the 1914 Star. We know that he would have enlisted and been sent
to France in 1914. He fell during the early days of the Battle of the
Somme on 13th July 1916, aged 22 and is commemorated on the
Thiepval memorial.

Photos right: Raymond Turner and
Raymond’s Medals and Death Penny

Two other young men, who lived in New Street, were lost during 1916 during the Somme
campaign. They were Douglas Wood and Albert E Munds.
Douglas was born in 1894 and on the 1911 census he was employed as a Waggoner’s Mate and
living at home. Douglas enlisted at Lydd into the 1st Battalion The Buffs (East Kent Regiment);
he served in France and was killed in action on 15th September 1916.
Albert E Munds, who was born in 1887, was a little older than Douglas and Raymond but they
would have all known each other. Albert was in the 6th Battalion The Buffs and had only joined
the regiment in June 1916. His family was first advised that he was missing in action but he had
been killed on the 7th of October 1916 and having no grave is commemorated at Thiepval.
Albert’s three brothers William, Sidney and John all served in various regiments and all survived
the War.

6. William Chesterman, Lydd Methodist Church
Follow New Street north-estwards until you reach the Methodist Church on your right.
As a boy William (born 1886 in Cheriton) was a frequent visitor to his
grandfather Mr John Russell at Mill House, and he attended the Lydd
Wesleyan Sunday School at the Methodist Church, where he was a
member of the Chapel Choir.
After leaving school William went to work in London for various
companies such as Selfridges and then he left the country to work in
Sierra Leone. When the War was declared, William resigned from his
job and shipped back to England and joined the 8th Battalion, The
Queen`s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).
In August 1915 the battalion were advised that they were being deployed
overseas and were given embarkation leave, which we gather William
spent in Lydd with his family. The battalion sailed from Folkestone at 10
p.m. on the 31st August and arrived in Boulogne at Midnight.
Shortly before his death on the 30th April 1916 William was promoted to
Sergeant Major - the Regimental War Diaries refer to a gas attack by
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the Germans during the night when the regiment had 110 casualties and William was one of
these.
William is buried in Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Heuveland, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium and
the Battlefield Cross which marked his grave is now to be found in All Saints Church.

http://www.queensroyalsurreys.org.uk/war_diaries
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/Lydd.html

7. Poplar House, William Marshall Royal Navy
Follow New Street untili you reach Ness Road. Turn left, cross New Street safely in an appropriate
place and follow Ness Road until you reach High Street. Follow High Street until your reach a fork
junction. Cross High Street safely in an appropriate place and take the left side of the ‘fork’, Poplar
Lane. Almost immediately you will see Poplar House on your left.
This was the family home of William
John Marshall who was born in 1889 to
John and Mary Marshall.
His story demonstrates the involvement
of men from Lydd in all three services.
William decided to join the Royal Navy
in December 1906 and signed for a 12
year engagement - at the time he joined, he was a farm labourer.
The education he had received at the village school was good enough for
him to pass the tests to become a Petty Officer.
William served through the War in a number of different ships including
HMS Hibernia. He was serving on this battleship when it sailed for the Dardanelles in 1916 and
was the flagship of Admiral Fremantle.
Another ship William sailed in was HMS 'Orotava'; which was an armed Merchant Cruiser used
for patrol work; in which William sailed to Rio de Janerio and Dakar. William survived the War
and in 1919 joined the Royal Navy Reserve. He finally left the Navy in 1927.
http://www.naval-history.net/OWShips-WW1-01-HMS_Hibernia.htm
http://www.naval-history.net/OWShips-WW1-08-HMS_Orotava.htm

8. Parish Church and Wooden Crosses
Turn back and follow High Street until you reach the entrance
to the churchyard of All Saints’ Church on your left.
Inside All Saints’ Church, positioned either side of the tablet
dedicated to the fallen of the First World War you will discover
2 battlefield crosses - or to give the their correct title
wooden grave markers.
These are the actual wooden crosses, which were used to
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mark the burial sites of Harry Balchin of the Yorkshire Light Infantry and an Anglican,
and
William Chesterman, who was a Methodist and served with the Royal West Surrey Regiment.
The wooden crosses were used as grave markers when men were initially buried in close
proximity to where they fell or in cemeteries attached to hospital - their location would be
registered with the War Grave Registration Service. However such was the confusion in the
major battles that details would be lost, which is why there are so many ‘unknown soldiers’.
After the War, the Imperial War Graves gradually replaced the wooden markers with the
Portland Stone headstones, so familiar to us today. As the replacement and sometimes reinternment were occurring, the families would be offered the opportunity of having the crosses
returned to them - but they had either to visit in person or arrange to have the crosses shipped
back to England. Many families did not have the money to do this. Those crosses which were not
claimed were often burnt and the ashes scattered on the cemetery.
Lydd is very fortunate to have 2 of these markers from 100 years ago.

For more information about Battlefield Crosses and locations in Kent please visit
http://thereturned.co.uk/the-list/

The vicar during the War was Canon The Reverend Percy Collins married to Mrs Augusta
Collins. Previously the family had lived for a long time in High Halden.
Mrs Collins and her daughter Alice, whose married name was Tandy, both served in the Red
Cross VAD as volunteers during the War - possibly in Littlestone. The Reverend Collins also
preached further afield there are newspaper reports of him preaching in Dover and Dymchurch.
The Rev Collins had 4 sons, their youngest being Neville. Neville served with the 3rd Battalion
the Royal Sussex Regiment. It was absorbed into the 2nd Battalion which was sent to the
Western Front. Neville was killed during the First Battle of the Somme on the 15th of August
1916 and is buried at Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval.
His other brothers Percy, Neil and Keith also served and all returned, but, we believe, that Percy
died in Andover in September 1920 as a result of wounds sustained in battle but have not been
able to confirm this.
For more information about daily casualties visit
https://greatwarliveslost.com/2016/08/15/wednesday-16-august-1916-we-lost-1115/

9. The Former Post Office
On the corner of High Street and Cannon Street, right at the
entrance to the churchyard you will see former Mittell’s Stores
which is a private home now.
Mittell’s Stores was the post office. The sub postmistress at
the time of the First World War was Agnes Butler - who was
the widow of John J Butler, a Mittell’s family relation. Agnes
ran the post office with the assistance of her three grown up
children Kate, Herbert and Agnes Elizabeth who were all
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Post Office clerks.
The Post Office was a vital village amenity during the War time as the post was the only way in
which families could communicate with those stationed away in the services. The mail was very
efficient - initially there had been up to 8 deliveries a day but during the War this was cut to 5 a
day.
As men were called up, retired workers were called upon to resume their duties again and one of
these was John Sheppard of Lydd. He finally left the Post Office in April 1919 having been a
postman for 44 years and the newspaper reported that it was estimated he had walked over
280,000 miles during this time!
Source Dover Express and East Kent News

10. George Henry Paine, The Beehive
Cross Cannon Street, following High Street
away from the churchyard. On the opposite
side of High Street you will see The Beehive
Building, where the family of George Henry
Paine lived.
George Paine is an example of a Lydd man
who during his Army service was based in the
East. He was in The Buffs, who were shipped to Mumbai in 1914 to
become part of the Indian Expeditionary Force. These men, who included
some of the Kent Cyclist Brigade, fought a long campaign; travelling
northwards; against the Turkish Ottoman army in Mesopotamia. Although successful at first,
they suffered defeats and it was not until March 1917 that Bagdad was captured.
Despite being wounded several times George returned to Lydd
when he was finally demobbed in 1920. He married Dorothy
Jarman from Northiam in the late 1930’s and they had 4
children, during the Second World War George served in the
Auxiliary Fire Brigade in Lydd. He was a well known local
figure being the publican at the New Inn and ending his days at
the Star.
We are grateful to the Paine family for sharing their memories of George.
For more information visit http://www.1914-1918.net/mespot.htm

Photos: George Paine’s
Certificate of Service

George Paine in service

George in later life
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11. The Soldiers’ Home and Percival Fitz-Patrick Moles
Keep following High Street until you reach 35 High Street on your left.
The parents of Percival were mission workers at the
Soldiers’ Home, which was equipped with bedrooms and a
reading room. On the postcard written by A Wilson from
Buxton reproduced here, he has marked the reading room
downstairs with a cross and his bedroom upstairs
- we are assuming he was billeted at the Soldiers’ Home.
He speaks of there being ‘no visitors’ the other night thus
referring to the ever present danger of air raids.
Percival was a pupil at St Lawrence School in Ramsgate
and left school as soon as he was 18 to join the Royal Flying
Corps on the 17th October 1917. His service record shows
that he served his time as an instructor and did not fly in
combat.
Unfortunately, although Percival survived the War he
succumbed to illness and died in October 1919 just before
he was 20.

12. The War Memorial Gardens
Turn back and follow High Street, then turn right to
New Lane and follow it until you see a gate to the
Memorial Garden on your right. Follow the path
across the Garden to the War Memorial.
Lydd Memorial Garden
The Memorial Garden at the junction of Park Street
and New Lane, laid out early in 1957,
commemorates in a worthy and fitting manner the
sacrifice of the two World Wars. On the 14ft 6 in
Cross of Sacrifice as designed specially by the late Sir Reginald Blomfield, R.A., for the
Imperial War Graves Commission (by kind permission of his son, Austin Blomfield, Esq.,
F.R.A.B.A.), are recorded the names of the 102 Lydd men and women who gave their lives in
both wars of whom 66 perished in the First World War. The lawns and gardens around the Cross
of Sacrifice provide a quiet and colourful haven for rest and mediation.
Information courtesy of Lydd Town Museum

13. The Old Fire Station now Lydd Town Museum
Keep following the path across the Memorial Garden, leave the garden through the gate, cross
Park Street. Follow Bleak Road until you reach Queen’s Road. Cross Queen’s Road in a safe
manner and turn left. Lydd Town Museum will be on your right.
During the First World War this was the Fire Station which
was manned by volunteers. We believe that they used the
same fire engine as is pictured here during the First World
War. The building now houses Lydd Town Museum which
has a number of interesting WW1 displays and artefacts.
The museum opening times are Daily from July 23rd until
Sept 24th, 2 30 till 5pm, then weekends in Oct, 2 30 till 5pm groups by appointment.
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14. Hardy Hall
Following Queen’s Road in the easterly direction until you
reach a turn to Skinner Road. Hardy Hall will be on the corner
on your right.
The Hardy Hall had several uses and it was where the
Scouts met. This would have included Henry (Harry) Balchin
(b 1891) who was a patrol leader for the All Saints Boy Scout
Group in Lydd. Harry also sang in the Church choir and
became head choir boy at All Saints. He lived on West
Rype with his parents George and Matilda, 2 brothers and a
sister, his father was an Assistant Superintendant. Harry was an all round sportsman, his first
job was with Mr. A.J. Russell, Grocer and Draper in Lydd High Street, he then went on to become
a motor mechanic at Smith’s Garage, Sussex Road, New Romney.
He joined the army before his call up and became a driver in
the Service Corps and was stationed in Yorkshire. This was a
safe posting and he would be unlikely to see active service
abroad. However Harry then volunteered to join the Infantry
and was transferred to the Yorkshire Light Infantry. Shortly
after this his Regiment was posted to France. He was killed by
enemy shellfire on the 11th November 1917 at the age of 19
years. He is buried at Poelcappelle British Cemetery, Belgium
and his wooden battlefield cross is in the parish Church.

15. The Former School
Turn right to Skinner Road and follow it, with the Rype (the village green) being your left. The old
School (now Lydd Library) will be on your right a few yards later. The is the final stop of this trail.
The school that many of the young men from the village who fought in the First World War
attended is now the library.
School children were allowed by the Kent Council Education department to miss school from
May to October to help with summer crop sowing and getting the harvest in. Their contribution
was vital to food production which was necessary as the country had relied heavily on food
imports before the War and the German U-boats were sinking merchant shipping. School
children were also involved in collecting conkers to extract the starch used to make acetone
which was used in munitions and previously sourced from Germany. They would also collect
salvage and the girls would knit items for the troops such as mittens and scarves.
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Nearby places of interest Lydd Camp Tourney Road
➢

The importance of Lydd Camp

An important training camp which any man who dealt
with heavy artillery would likely be based whilst
training, so many different regiments came to Lydd.
Also other nationalities such as the Canadians who
trained there in the spring of 1918. One of the tasks
for the men training was to salvage the shells from
the firing range, placing the piles of scrap near the
railway line, they were under strict instruction not to
touch any shells which had not exploded – the duds - which were to be dealt with by the Royal
Engineers. However not everyone obeyed the instructions and men were killed. The camp had
to rapidly expand to accommodate the number of men training there - they were billeted in new
metal huts which was known as Tin City locally. The men would cycle or walk to nearby towns
with some of them visiting the American plots training at New Romney and there were baseball
games between the Americans and the Canadians, the
12th Canadian Battery.
Lydd Camp had its own branch line which joined with
the main line to London at Appledore, within the camp
there were miles of track used to move heavy guns
and ammunition around.
Nearby was the Balloon School where men were
trained to observe the falling of artillery shells whilst
aloft in a balloon and advise the gun team of alterations
to the elevation and aim of the guns.
VAD Record Card courtesy Red Cross

➢
Tourney Hall was the home of the Bass family; the
head of the family was Charles Edward, a farmer and grazier
who was married to Julia. Their eldest son Walter did not serve
in the War and worked for his father running the farm.
Dorothy the eldest daughter is listed in the 1911 census as
being a school teacher and was a volunteer nurse from
1914 to December 1915.
Dorothy’s brothers Charles William (born 1898) and
Raymond (born 1899) were living with their uncle William in
Canterbury in the 1911 census whilst they went to school.
Charles volunteered and served as a Private with the 2nd Battalion, the Buffs and was killed in
France on the 28th September 1915 during the Battle of Loos; he is commemorated on the Loos
memorial, Pas de Calais.
Raymond gained his commission through the Ins of Court OTC (Officer Training Corps) so he
must have had a connection with the Inns of Court; Raymond survived the War and was
demobbed on 23rd January 1919.
Sources Lydd Museum
http://www.kentfallen.com/the%20buffs%20pages.html
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➢
Three miles from Lydd at Galloways Boy Scouts from around the country were
stationed as coastal lookouts and patrolled the shoreline. Mainly aged 14 there were several
appeals for books and games to occupy the Scouts when they were not on duty and also warm
clothing and home baking.
➢
The coastline was patrolled by men from the Kent Cyclist Brigade, who were based in
Lydd for part of the War. One night in October 1915 they challenged a man who was acting
suspiciously and when he did not stop they shot at him- he was seen to run away. A search was
made but it was not until the next morning that his body was discovered and identified as Mr
Viney a local man who was a Range Warden at Lydd Camp.
Courtesy Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald
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Lydd Trail Quiz
1. Rosa Jones was awarded a 1914 Star for her services with the VAD.

True/False

2. You would have gone to see a film at the Picturedrome.

True/False

3. Harry Mittell was a train engine driver.

True/False

4. You would have been able to buy alcohol at 10 p.m. on a Wednesday
night at the Dolphin.

True/False

5. William Chesterman was working in Africa when War broke out and
returned to fight.

True/False

6. The wooden crosses in the Church were used to mark the graves of
soldiers.

True/False

7. George Paine served in the Navy in Canada.

True/False

8. The Soldiers Rest did not have any bedrooms.

True/False

9. The Hardy Hall was where the Guides met.

True/False

10. You can read a book now where once pupils sat.

True/False

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to
info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate.
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Lydd Trail Map

Please note: Burgundy numbers correspond with the points in the description
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