
Kennington
First World War

Walking Trail
Revealing the history of local people, 

places and events
This trail was developed in association with 

Robin Britcher

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical 
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk. 

Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full 
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the 

quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

Introduction

In 1914 the population of  Kennington was about 
1,100.  The village consisted chiefly of Ball Lane, 
The Street, Vicarage Road, Ulley Road, Church Road 
(then Church Lane), Faversham Road, some cot-
tages and farms.  Canterbury Road was bordered 
by orchards.
Bybrook was a hamlet between Kennington and 
Ashford, but otherwise farms and fields lay be-
tween Faversham Road and the town. The 1911 
Census records 279 addresses and a population 
of 1,087. The majority of men worked as agricul-
tural or general  labourers, or at Ashford  Railway 
Works. Many women and girls were in domestic 
service.

Soon after war broke out a patriotic service was 
held in St Mary’s Parish Church, followed by a 
recruiting rally on the cricket ground in Ulley Road. 
About 500 people listened to “stirring speeches” 
from local dignitaries. The vicar, the Rev George 
Linton Thorp, was one of the war’s keenest sup-
porters.
There was an immediate responses to a call for 
Special Constables and 49 volunteers signed up 
and were issued with identity badges and trun-
cheons.

During the next four years more than 200 men 
and boys either volunteered for service or were 
conscripted. The names of 207 who served in the 
war are on the Roll of Honour in the porch of St 
Mary’s.  Identical bronze plaques in the church and 
on the War Memorial record the names of 25 who 
died.  Other men from Kennington lost their lives 
but their names are not on the memorial. In some 
cases relatives had moved way, wanted to forget 
the war, or simply did not want names inscribed. 
Some families refused to accept their loved one 
was dead and still hoped for a safe return.

By Robin Britcher

Some of the lucky soldiers that got Christmas 
leave in December 1917 slept at the school. On 
New Year’s Eve it was used for a whist drive and 
dance. “With the exception of some seats and 
desks in the infants’ room everything was 
returned properly to its place.”

The cost of these plaques would be around £125. 
The £125, which was a large sum of money back 
then, would have been raised by door-to-door 
collections. The location of the memorial was 
deliberated over for some time before the 
current location at the junction of Ulley Road 
and Ball Lane was decided



Forestmere Villas, 137 and 
139 Faversham Road10

One villa was home to the 
Coulter family, who saw 
their son Henry perish when 
HMS Goliath was torpedoed. 
Next-door Miss Stapley, 
persuaded fellow villagers 
to write their initials on a 
tablecloth, which she would 
then weave in coloured silk. 
Charging a penny a letter 
she raised £8 4s 6d.

4 St Mary’s Church

The Church is home to 
the town’s roll of honour 
and displays the name 
of all 207 men from 
Kennington who served in 
the Great War. Alexander 
Jennings a Captain in 
the Royal Flying Corps 
and Frederick Tyrrell, 
of the Buffs, both have 
individual memorial 
plaques.

8 The Elms, Church Road

Brothers Percy and John both served, in the Royal 
East Kent Mounted Rifles and The Buffs respectively. 
Both attended Ashford Grammar School and were 
keen cricketers. They would unfortunately be the 
victims of a family tragedy, where both brothers fell 
within a month.

5 Post Office

The Post Office was a vital village amenity during the War 
and the Kennington office was located at 88 The Street. Post 
was the only way in which families could communicate with 
those stationed away in the services, sending letters and 
packages and hoping for return mail.

1 Village School (Upper 
Vicarage Road)

School life changed 
upon the outbreak of 
war, students started 
partaking in activity to 
help the war effort. Girls 
of Kennington helped 
make socks for war 
wounded in 1914. The 
school grounds were 
for military purposes 
out of school hours 
and occasionally held 
entertainment for 
returning troops.

7
Charles Staples was one of ten children and still living in the family 
home. Initially serving with The Buffs he was transferred to the 
207 Machine Gun Company. During the Battle of Passchendaele 
Charles was severely wounded in both legs, finally falling in a 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.

Phyllis Villas, Church Road

9
The home of Edgar Morton, 
a keen shooter as a member 
of the rifle club. He joined 
the Royal East Kent Mounted 
Rifles shortly after the 
outbreak of war. However 
never got to see action as 
he contracted pneumonia 
and pleurisy and died at 
Canterbury VAD hospital.

The Studio, Church 
Road

6
Kennington was heavily utilised for the billeting 
of troops in local homes and also on the 
recreation ground. The East Kent Yeomanry 
were stationed in tents on the grounds before 
being sent to France. The Rec was host to the 
Peace Day celebrations on the 19th July 1919.

Recreation Ground, Ulley RoadKennington Trail
Distance: 3.2 km

Inversnaid, 105 
Faversham Road11

John Lachlan Stuart was 
already a veteran having 
served in the Lancers for 
22 years. He immediately 
re-enlisted ending up as a 
Lieutenant with the Royal 
Fusiliers. After fighting in 
the Gallipoli campaign 
John fought on the Western 
Front. Unfortunately he 
did not live to see the 
armistice, perishing on 23 
October 1918.

3 Ulley Farm, Ball Lane

Arthur Lewis Jenkins 
initially joined the war 
in 1914 with the Duke 
of Cornwall’s Light 
Infantry. However was 
commissioned into the 
RFC in January 1917. 
He never saw the switch 
to the RAF, dying in 
training on 31 December 
1917. Arthur was a 
war poet known for his 
book of poems, Forlorn 
Adventurer’s.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) formed before the War of members 
of the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and 
women were mainly volunteers and served in various roles including nurs-
ing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.

2
Towards the end of the 
war a war memorial 
committee was set up 
to discuss plans of 
commemorating the 
fallen. Original plans to 
construct a wooden shrine 
were quickly abandoned 
and door to door 
collections took place to 
raise the money needed 
for the bronze plaque and 
obelisk.

War Memorial

13
Were the homes of three 
brave men, two of which 
died and one that was 
taken as a prisoner of 
war. William Martin and 
Edward Stanton both 
lost their lives, William 
in an act of heroism and 
Edward after armistice 
succumbing to disease. 
Richard Barnham was 
taken prisoner however 
survived the war.

Yew Tree Villas, 
Faversham Road

14
In 1915 an egg scheme was put in place where villages 
were asked to give eggs which would be donated to local 
hospitals. It was asked that eggs be left at the vicarage on 
Monday and Tuesday mornings. By the end of the year 
1,274 eggs had been donated.

The Vicarage, Lower Vicarage Road

12
Sixteen-year-old Ernest Knight was 
the youngest person from Kennington 
to die on active service. Ernest was 
training in seamanship at the age of 
15 at the shore-based HMS Ganges. 
Upon outbreak he joined HMS Clan 
MacNaughton which went missing on 
the 3 February 1915, all 461 crew are 
presumed dead.

Lewis Cottages, 130 
Faversham Road

15
Was the family home of the Taylors. Arthur 
Taylor enlisted in Chatham in August 
1914 and was drafted to HMS Natal after 
training on-shore. It was aboard this ship 
he would meet his fate. The ship exploded 
on 28 December 1915, Arthur was among 
the 421 dead.

Cuckoo Cottages, Lower Vicarage 
Road 16

After the formation in 1918 of the Women’s Institute a War 
Savings group was among the first of its initiatives. It was 
focused around the nations need for food, with vegetable 
growing, poultry and pig keeping key topics of discussion.

WI Hall, 228 Faversham Road 17
Frederick Tyrrell was a 
highly skilled cricketer who 
played for Kennington. 
Fred joined 5th Battalion 
The Buffs stationed in 
Mesopotamia. After initial 
success they were pushed 
back and had to survive 
147 days on limited 
rations. Many including 
Fred did not make it, 
perishing on the 7 January 
1916.

York Villas, 235 and 237 Faversham Road

18
Licensee Walter Tyrrell’s daughter Ethel 
was married to Edward Houlcroft for six 
months before he became Kennington’s first 
casualty of the war. Edward was a petty 
officer onboard the D5 submarine, which 
was sunk by a mine off the Norfolk coast on 
the 3rd November 1914.

Rose Inn, Faversham Road 19
Austin George Collins was the head of a 
family which saw three sons serve. Austin 
Jr, Ernest and Harry all served however only 
one returned home. Ernest died while a 
prisoner of war on 21st August 1918 and 
Harry during the battle of Cambrai on 20th 
November 1917.

Upper Vicarage Road, Collins 
Family

Please note that car 
parking is available on 
the streets.  There are 
some hills on the route.
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Credits for Kennington trail: 1) 
1870ASH – Robin Britcher; 2) 
1865ASH – Robin Britcher; 3) 
1881ASH – Robin Britcher; 4) 
1867ASH – Robin Britcher; 5) 
1876ASH – Robin Britcher; 14) 
1869ASH – Robin Britcher; 17) 
1886ASH – Kentish Express.


