
The Grand Hotel, Station Road17
During the War this 51 room hotel was used by 
families visiting wounded men in the local hospitals. 
Irene Watson was the manageress; her brother in 
law was born in Germany and had emigrated to the 
United States before the War.

Studland, 61 Spenser Road - McDougall 
Sisters14

The McDougall sisters Anita (b 1892) and 
Olive (b 1895) served together with the 
VAD*. They volunteered at the hospital 
in Downs Park Road from October 1914 
and once they qualified as nurses in 
December 1917 they left Herne Bay to 
serve in Oxford. Both were still nursing 
in June 1919.

1st Herne Bay Scout Group HQ Arkley Road13
On the wall outside there is a pair of memorial 
plaques to six scouts who attended the 
troop here and were killed in the First World 
War. Unfortunately the plaques have been 
whitewashed over. Over 600 members of the 
Boy Scouts from Kent died during the War.

6 Pier Avenue (now 123) Bedwell family4
Harry Bedwell 
(1887) joined 
the Navy 
in October 
1916, he was 
a carman 
working for the 
railway making 
local deliveries 
(nowadays 
would have 
been a van 
driver) before 
he enlisted. 
Harold served 
in the dockyard 
thoughout 
the War and 
returned safely 
to his wife and 
son.

Buffs Drill Hall 17 Underdown Road8
Drill Hall for the 
4th Battalion the 
Buffs, where men 
reported to enlist. 
The colour sergeant 
in charge was John 
Port whose family 
lived at the drill hall. 
His son Thomas 
enlisted with the 
11th Battalion, the 
Essex Regiment in 
Herne Bay but died 
of wounds on the 
25th April 1918.

6 Station Road – (now number 145) Charles Plater who 
was a Scout5

The home of Charles Plater 
who was a member of the Boy 
Scouts and secretary of the 
2nd Herne Bay Scout Troop. 
Charles was 19 years of age 
when he died as a result of 
wounds 18th March 1918. 
Charles was one of over 
100,000 Scouts who served in 
the War of whom 10,000 gave 
their lives.

Spenser Road, Cade family home and florist 
business15

Tragically Collis Cade 
did not die from enemy 
action whilst he was 
serving with the Dover 
Patrol but as the result 
of a fatal tram crash 
at Crabble near Dover 
whilst he was enjoying 
shore time with his 
wife, Nellie. Eleven died 
in the crash on 19th 
August 1917 and over 
sixty were injured. 
Nellie was injured but 
survived.

War Memorial16
The War Memorial 
was dedicated and 
unveiled on the 
11th of November 
1922 and stands 
in the park which 
itself was made 
to commemorate 
those from Herne 
Bay who gave their 
lives. The park 
was developed 
to include lakes, 
tennis courts and 
gardens.

2 Herne Bay Railway 
Station

Herne Bay was one of the 200 
stopping stations in Britain 
for ambulance trains. The 
ambulance trains usually 
arrived in the early hours of 
the morning and volunteers 
would be on hand to provide 
refreshments and convey the 
wounded to local hospitals.

1 1 Fleetwood Maisonettes (now 
14-16 Fleetwood Avenue) The 
Pilcher Family Home

Lyster Pilcher, a married 
man with 3 young children, 
served with the Red Cross 
from September 1914 and 
was based in Boulogne 
in the motor ambulance 
section as a driver and was 
still serving in April 1920.

7
During the War the ringing of 
church bells was forbidden, being 
reserved for use if there was an 
invasion. There was resistance from 
the council to any aural warning 
of air raids in case it caused panic, 
neither was an All Clear sounded 
after an air raid.

Site of St John’s Church Brunswick 
Square

6
Both the Rowden sons; 
Nathanial and Sidney; 
were to serve overseas 
in Egypt and Salonika 
and then on the 
Western Front. Neither 
of them saw their first 
born children until they 
were over two years of 
age. Although Sidney 
was wounded in service 
he recovered; both 
sons returned to family 
home when they were 
demobbed in 1919.

11 Station Road (now No. 135) - Rowden familyHerne Bay 
Burgundy 
Trail
Distance:
4.4 km approx
 2.7 miles

2 Arkley Road (now No. 3) The 
Thundow family12

Sarah Thundow 
was living here 
when her son 
Ernest died at the 
Military Hospital 
in Herne Bay on 
the 26th March 
1918. Sarah 
had been able to 
visit him before 
his death and 
attend his funeral 
at Eddington 
Cemetery. Ernest 
was one of eight 
children and had 
served in France 
from 1915.

3 17 Pier Avenue (now 101) 
Hougham family home

Frederick Hougham (b 
1887) was a wheelwright 
before he enlisted with the 
Royal Engineers in June 
1915. He was trained to lay 
mines and was mobilised 
to France in March 1916. 
He survived the War; being 
demobbed in February 
1919; to return home to 
his wife and young son.

Please be aware that there are some hills on this trail.  There is 
parking available at Fleetwood and St Anne’s.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) formed before the War 
of members of the Red Cross and members of the St John 
Ambulance. These men and women were mainly volun-
teers and served in various roles including nursing, as 
stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.
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Police Station 34 
Gordon Road10

The police station was run 
pre-war by a sergeant in 
charge, a corporal and 5 
men. In the War this was 
increased by local men 
who volunteered to be 
special constables. They 
were needed to assist 
during air raids, look for 
lights shining and conduct 
regular patrols.

9
The landlord was James 
Steggles assisted by his 
wife May. During the 
War, hours when alcohol 
could be served were 
very restricted; people 
were not allowed credit 
or permitted to buy 
alcohol for anyone apart 
from themselves. James 
was not allowed to 
serve patients from the 
military hospital.

Royal Oak Public 
House Park Road/
Salts Lane

Stanley Road now 
Herne Bay Junior11

This was the council school 
attended by the young men 
from the local area who 
fought in the First World 
War; their headmaster was 
Mr Hodgkison. During the 
War the children here were 
allowed to miss school to 
help with food harvests, and 
collected paper and salvage 
for the War effort.
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Herne Bay
Burgundy Trail
First World War

Walking Trail
Revealing the history of local people, 

places and events
This trail was devised by Darrienne Price in 

partnership with Peter Watson and Herne Bay 
Historical Society

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical 
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk. 

Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full 
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the 

quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

Military Hospital in Reculver Road
Casualties at the Military Hospital in Reculver 
Road, Herne Bay during the Great War and the 
wounded men are wearing ‘hospital blue’ 
uniforms. The military took over the two 
Passmore Edwards convalescent homes in 
Reculver Road and transformed them into a 
military hospital which (together with adjacent 
marquees) could accommodate a total of some 
320 men.

Courtesy of the Collection of the Herne Bay 
Historical Records Society

Photos: 552HER and 551HER - Soldiers 
wounded at HB Military Hospital

149HER - Views of Herne Bay (Postcard) 
(Front)

253HER - The War Shrine Armistice Day 
1920

252HER - The War Shrine outside Herne 
Bay’s Town Hall


