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Clock Tower 70-72 Central Parade

Wacher and Co were
coach operators based
opposite the Clock Tower
and during the War still
ran services to Canterbury
and Whitstable. These were
used by local residents and
by holidaymakers who still
came to stay in Herne Bay
during the War.
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Tower Gardens

An open air concert and parade
for Empire Day in May 1915
was held here. All the voluntary
organisations including Scouts
and VAD* were represented as
well as military groups. After
singing with a choir of 200; who
were accompanied by a military
band; there was a recruiting
parade.
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Herne Bay
Pier

41 High Street (Now 12)- Cowell’s
Grocers
This was the
grocer’s shop run
by Samuel Cowell
and it was here
that people would
have to register
their ration books
for their tea and
sugar supplies. A
problem for all
shops was the
restrictions on
showing any lights
which made it
difficult for shops
to open late in the
winter.

Men from the ‘B’ Company
Kent Cyclist Battalion
at the Pier Head. From
August 1914 ‘B’ Company
conducted regular patrols
along the coast to Reculver.
Their tasks were to check
identities, make sure people
were not saboteurs and
keep a sharp lookout for the
expected German invasion.

War Shrine Old Town Hall (now
HSBC Bank)
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75 High Street - Bijou Theatre

This was where the
residents would have come
to see the film ‘The Battle
of the Somme’ in 1916.
This was the first time that
film footage had been shot
during a battle and the
audiences found some of
the footage very shocking
as men were shown dying.
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7 Beach Street (Now a car park)

Leonard Clifton was
a former soldier who
volunteered, at the age
of 38, in January 1915.
He served in France
however his health
broke down, diagnosed
with epilepsy he was
discharged from the
Army in April 1916.
Leonard was entitled
to wear the Silver War
badge to show he had
done his duty.

Harold Leach served
throughout the
War with the 10th
Battalion The Buffs
East Kent Regiment
from September 1914
to June 1919. Despite
serving with the 10th
Buffs in Gallipoli,
Egypt, the Western
Front, Palestine and
finally in France
he was uninjured
throughout the War
and returned home
safely to his father
George.

Herne Bay Blue Trail

The War Shrine was unveiled in 1917 and was a place
where townsfolk could remember the fallen during
the War. This was a very important act of public
commemoration and a provided a place where families
could visit to remember their loved ones.

9

Distance: 3.64 km approx 2.26 miles
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56 Mortimer Street (now 79) – The Leach family home
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Parrs Bank (now
NatWest) 140 High
Street

Of the staff who worked
here and joined up,
two lost their lives.
Arthur Jenkins died in
September 1915 aged
22 and colleagues were
further saddened by
the death of Fergus
Oxley the following
September at the age
of 28.

3 Hanover Square 2nd Herne Bay Scout
Troop

Charles Plater was a
Scout who attended
meetings of the 2nd
Herne Bay Scout troop
here. He was killed in
action in March 1918.
Scouts from here
supported the war effort
by assisting Territorials
in their patrols and
manning road blocks.
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Charles Pullinger, the eldest
son was killed in action on
the 21 March 1918. Ethel,
the eldest daughter received
the British Empire medal for
courage and devotion to duty
as she had remained at her
post as a telephone operator
during air raids. Her other
three brothers also served
and survived the War.
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20 Bank Street (was 28 Underdown St) Iggulden family
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High Street

Along this parade
there were several
small shops selling
foodstuffs. Whilst
everything was not put
on ration, obtaining
stock was very difficult.
Even when goods were
on ration there was no
guarantee there would
be any supplies to buy;
butter and margarine
were very difficult to
obtain in the summer
of 1918.
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20 Kings Hall, Beacon Hill
In February 1917, the recently opened Kings Hall
was taken over by the Army Canteen Committee
and renamed the Garrison Institute and Theatre.
It provided facilities for service men to obtain hot
suppers and light refreshments; there were also
recreational activities.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) formed before the War of members of the Red Cross and members
of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly volunteers and served in various roles
including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.

Three of Elizabeth
Iggulden’s sons
volunteered for service in
1915. One of them was
discharged as permanently
unfit but the other two,
Charles and Ernest, were
to serve throughout the
War and survive. Charles
worked with horses in the
Army remount section and
Ernest served with the RFC
and then the RAF.
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5 New Street - the Pullinger family
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Congregational Church, Mortimer Street
The minister here was
the Rev J Prichard who
was 54 when he went to
the front assisting in the
Young Men’s Christian
Association huts for three
months in November
1916. The huts were a
much needed refuge
where men could get
warm and dry and have
someone to talk to about
their experiences.
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Swain’s Bakery - Corner
of Little Charles &
Charles St.

William Swain’s family lived
above the bakery. His son
Roy (b 1900) served with
the RAF and survived the
War. Because of government
restrictions William was not
allowed to sell any white
bread and neither was he
allowed to sell fresh bread.
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5 East Street (now 20/20a) – Sidney Ridout

Father of five
Sidney Ridout
joined the
RAF in June
1918 when he
was aged 43.
Sidney was
involved in
the repair and
maintenance of
the aircraft in
England using
his skills as a
carpenter.

94 Mortimer
Street (now 176)

This was a sub post
office run by Robert
Gore who also sold milk
and butter. In 1918
people registered their
ration books here to buy
butter. The post office
was very busy as people
could post letters to the
men serving in the forces
free of charge. A VAD*
Beatrice Pullen gave this
as her home address.
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1 Downs Park
Road - VAD

The VAD* Hospital here was
equipped by donations from
local people and several local
women were volunteers here
from October 1914 to January
1919. The first patients the
hospital took were wounded
Belgian soldiers in October
1914. Other hospitals used to
treat wounded soldiers were
the Cottage Hospital and the
Military Hospital, all of whom
had VAD volunteers.

19 Sea Scouts patrol the cliffs
In August 1914 it was reported that London Sea
Scouts were assisting local Scouts patrol the coast,
roads, watching the telegraph and telephone wires,
and guarding bridges.

Arms, 66 Central
21 Divers
Parade
Divers Arms 66 Central
Parade – was Tower
Parade The landlady‘s
daughter Mary married
in 1913. She worked
for the VAD* as a paid
nurse from April 1917 to
September 1918 serving
away from home in a
variety military hospitals
in the Midlands.

Credits for Herne Bay Blue
Trail: Stop 3) From the Collection of the Herne Bay Historical Records Society 254HER;
20) From the Collection of
the Herne Bay Historical
Records Society 562HER; 8)
From the Collection of the
Herne Bay Historical Records
Society 252HER.

Please note
that there
are some
hills on this
trail.
Parking can
be found at
CT6 5JN.

Herne Bay
Blue Trail
First World War

The Huntsman and Horn Public
House

The building in the picture is The Huntsman
and Horn Public House which stands opposite the Parsonage Farmhouse. In 1916
the War Office selected the meadow east of
Parsonage Farmhouse in Broomfield as a
suitable site for a landing ground. The field
was commandeered and seems to have been
used mainly for target practice. A room in
the farmhouse was used as an office. After
the war the airfield continued to be used
and in 1932 was visited by Sir Alan Cobham’s
legendary “Flying Circus” with flights at five
shillings a time.

Walking Trail
Revealing the history of local people,
places and events
This trail was devised by Darrienne Price in
partnership with Peter Watson and Herne Bay
Historical Society

568HER - WW1 - Local Emergency
Committee 2

Steering Group 2004

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk.
Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the
quiz.

Records show that the Licensee during 19101913 was Mr Frederick Ingleton and Mrs Ann
Ingleton was the Licensee during 1918-1922.
Unfortunately we do not know if the pub was
open during the War years.
Source: http://www.dover-kent.com/2014project/Huntsmans-Horn-Broomfield.html
and ©Herne & Broomfield Parish Plan

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in
a considerate manner to others.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes
you to the 100 miles for
100 years app, alternatively visit the website
for a direct link.

255HER - Herne Bay’s War Trophy
Leaflet design by Laura Haines

