The Inspiration For This Trail
Harbledown Great War Centenary Quilt
We have a village War Memorial recording the names
of those men who lost their lives in The Great War
and World War 2. Every year we have a Remembrance
Day Service and say ‘We will remember them.’ But in
our village at least we had forgotten, not the deeds
but the individuals. As people moved away and life
changed we lost some of the details of the individuals
named on our memorial. So I have been researching
the lost details of the men of our village who were
killed in World War 1 and tell their story so it is not
lost.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for
historical information only. if you are not familiar with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map.
Kent in WW1 and its associates, does not attempt
to provide advice on safety aspects of walking.
There are inherent risks in any outdoor activity
and these trails are followed at your own risk.
Disclaimer - for full disclaimer please see our
website kentww1.com
Kent in WW1 and its associates have used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy
of the information contained within the trails.
Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or discrepancies may have occurred in
preparation of these.

The quilt was made by me to commemorate 100 years
since the start of WW1. All the fabric and items used
for the quilt have been recycled from something else.
The cotton fabric for the 5” squares comes from ex
forces items like shirts, scarves and a sleeping bag.
The quilt is backed with an old Army blanket and the
layers are tied together with Army issue khaki thread.
The whole quilt is designed to look like an English field
system. With drab squares of colour blending together. There are bright blue fabric squares to represent
the colours of the French uniforms. The blue stripe on
white squares are brushed cotton pyjama fabric to
represent the many wounded. The other shirt colours
represent common uniform colours of all the combatants in WW1.
The names and details embroidered are the names
of the men of Harbledown lost in World War 1. They
include the names of men not found on the War
Memorial for various reasons. You may notice that
some squares just have an initial and surname as they
appear on the War Memorial. These are the people
whose details are still not clear given the state of the
written records. As we find and verify the details they
will be added on to the squares.
Jacqui Cotterill 2017.
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The QR code below takes
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Trail
Distance:
5 km (2 miles)

Please be aware,
if you have a push
chair or wheel chair,
it is advisable to
only follow the green
traill, as the pink is
over rough ground.
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St Michael’s
Churchyard

The War Memorial in front
of the Church is a granite
wheel cross with 27 names
inscribed on the platform.
The Memorial is erected on
land given to the Church by
the local parish council for
this purpose. 500 people
attended the dedication of the
memorial in May 1920.
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Walter Gabriel’s
Home

At the outbreak of WW1
Walter Gabriel, who served
with the 6th Dragon Guards,
lived with his wife and family
in Army Officers married
quarters in Summer Hill. After
the declaration of war he was
sent to France and was lost
at the Battle of Gheluvelt on
31st October 1914.
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Harold Norton’s
Home

Harold Norton, one of 5 sons
of William and Constance
Norton from 4 Summer
Hill, was the youngest of his
brothers, all of whom were
serving in H.M. Forces. He
was awarded the Military
Medal for his bravery. He
died 27 June 1917 aged 21
and buried in Wimereux
Communal Cemetery, Pas de
Calais, France.

4

Charles Clement’s
Home

Charles Clements of 3
Mill Lane joined up at the
outbreak of the War and
served as Sergeant with the
8th Battalion of the Queen’s
(Royal West Kent) Regiment.
He died 15th November 1915
aged 30 and commemorated
at Spoilbank Cemetery in
Ypres, Belgium. Maude
Clements, possibly his sister,
served as a VAD cook in Dane
John Hospital in Canterbury.
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The Yews

William Lott, an alumnus and
one of the most distinguished
sportsmen of Simon Langton
School in Canterbury, lived
in The Yews. Serving later in
6th Buffs, he led his platoon
into action during the Battle
of Somme, and reached the
German parapet when he was
shot on 7th October 1916.
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St Nicholas Pantry

The parents of Stephen
Keeler and Ernest Holness
lived here. Stephen
Keeler was enlisted in
Canterbury and served
with the 82nd Field
Ambulance, Royal Army
Medical Corps. He died
at the age of 19 on
13th May 1915 and is
commemorated on the
Menin Gate in Belgium
and on the Canterbury
Civic War Memorial in
Kent.
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The Mint
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Hall Place

Hall Place was the home of Lt
Col WW Cordeaux, who took
all his household to war in
the Gloucestershire Regiment.
Miss Violet Cordeaux made
her contribution to the war
effort as a VAD member
helping at the kitchen at
Dane John Hospital. Today
only the gatehouse is visible
from Harbeldown due to the
bypass.

Golden Hill

Stop here to admire the view of where these men lived
and worked. You will not see many fields on which
hops grow, but during WW1 much of this land was
covered with hop gardens.
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Please note there is
no carpark or public
toilets.
Please respect the
privacy of residents
and use the trails in a
considerate manner to
others.
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Edward Albert Iddenden of
13 The Mint, had lived with
his mother and worked as a
carpenter before he enlisted
on 15th November 1915
,joining the No. 45 Field
Ambulance. He was wounded
several times whilst helping
injured soldiers under fire.
He died of his wounds at a
Casualty Clearing Stations at
Dozinghem, Belgium, on 30th
November 1917.
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Credits: 1) 818TON; 2) 822CAN; 3)
828CAN; 4) 829CAN; 5) 832CAN; 6)
833CAN; 7) 834CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill; 8) 835CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill;
9) 836CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill; 10)
837CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill; 11)
838CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill; 12)
839CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill; 13)
848CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill; 14)
835CAN Courtesy Jacqui Cotterill.

Post Office and
School

The War Memorial

Here the trail
finishes, at
the place
where you can
remember
all who those
who fought
and died for
the country.
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During WW1 4 Hall Place
Cottages was a post office. The
post office was vital during the
War as letters were the only
communication when people
were away from home.
Right next to the Old Post
Office is the Old School,
which most of the men from
Harbledown who fought in the
War would have attended.
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Prospect Cottages
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The Old Coach
and Horses

During the War Years The Old
Coach and Horses was both a
pub and a shop. It would have
been the main place where
people had to register their
ration books to buy essential
food.

Ernest Cook’s Home

Ernest Cook of 1
Harbledown Terrace
was posted to France
in January 1917
although originally
he was considered
unfit for active
service due to flat
feet and a hernia. He
fell at the ‘Battle of
Boom Ravine’ in the
Ancre Valley, Somme,
France.

1 Prospect Cottages was a
cottage where Christopher
Baddeley lived. He enlisted
just 5 days after war was
declared. After serving in
the reserve he was sent
to France with the Buffs
in March 1916. He was
recorded missing in action
in August 1916. His body
was never found and he
is commemorated on the
Thiepval Memorial.

