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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a 
link to an app.  

 
Travel information: 
 
By car: follow GPS to CT2 8NW, or follow the map to St Michael’s and All Angels Church on 
Church Hill, Harbledown, Canterbury 
 
Parking:  
Free street parking along Summer Hill and Church Hill, Harbledown, Canterbury, please park in a 
considerate manner. 
 
Places of rest / Facilities: 
- The Old Coach and Horses (please check the opening times on the pub’s website) 
 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

• gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
• www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

 
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss , 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 
Specific Information relating to this trail 
 
Please be aware, if you have a push chair or wheel chair, it is advisable to only follow the green 
trail, as the red trail is over the rough ground. You can access St Nicholas Church grounds 
through the gate from the High Street. However, there are several steps to access it. 
 
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.  

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Glossary 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These were men and women who were 
mainly volunteers and by the end of the War in Kent there were  
 

Introduction 
 
The inspiration for this trail was Harbledown Quilt. 
 
“We have a village War Memorial recording the names of those men who lost their lives in The 
Great War and World War 2. Every year we have a Remembrance Day Service and say ‘We will 
remember them.’ But in our village at least we had forgotten, not the deeds but the individuals. As 
people moved away and life changed we lost some of the details of the individuals named on our 
memorial. So I have been researching the lost details of the men of our village who were killed in 
World War 1 and tell their story so it is not lost. 
 
The quilt was made by me to commemorate 100 years since the start of WW1. All the fabric and 
items used for the quilt have been recycled from something else. 
The cotton fabric for the 5” squares comes from ex forces items like shirts, scarves and a sleeping 
bag. The quilt is backed with an old Army blanket and the layers are tied together with Army issue 
khaki thread.  
 
The whole quilt is designed to look like an English field system. With drab squares of colour 
blending together. There are bright blue fabric squares to represent the colours of the French 
uniforms. The blue stripe on white squares are brushed cotton pyjama fabric to represent the 
many wounded. The other shirt colours represent common uniform colours of all the combatants 
in WW1. 
 
The names and details embroidered are the names of the men of Harbledown lost in World War 1. 
They include the names of men not found on the War Memorial for various reasons. You may 
notice that some squares just have an initial and surname as they appear on the War Memorial. 
These are the people whose details are still not clear given the state of the written records. As we 
find and verify the details they will be added on to the squares.” 
 
 
Jacqui Cotterill 2017 
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Distance: approximately 1.4 miles (2.2 km) 

 
1. St Michael’s Churchyard 
Start at the War Memorial in St Michael’s Churchyard (CT2 8NW) 
 
There is a War Memorial in front of the Church of St Michael and All Angels. The memorial stands 
on land that was given by St Michael and all Angels’ Church to Harbledown and Common Parish 
council for the purpose of erecting this memorial c.1919. A wrought-iron and timber gate giving 
access to the BRICK steps leading to the memorial carries a sign which reads “GREATER 
LOVE HATH NO MAN” The Memorial itself is a granite 
wheel cross with 27 names of Harbledown men inscribed 
on the platform. It was designed by A.S. Poile, dedicated 
and unveiled in May 1920 by local dignitaries and 
members of the clergy. The Memorial bears the following 
two inscriptions:- 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN UNFADING MEMORY 
OF THE MEN 
OF HARBLEDOWN WHO FELL IN THE GREAT WAR 
1914 - 1919 
THIS MONUMENT WAS ERECTED BY THEIR FELLOW 
PARISHIONERS 
 
The Church is dedicated to St Michael, who is the leader of all the angels. The Church overlooks 
the pagan site of Bigbury Camp. Bigbury is an Anglo-Saxon hill fort occupied from about 350BC 
and abandoned in 54BC after it was stormed by Roman soldiers of the Legio VII Claudia under 
Julius Caesar. 
 

2. Walter Gabriel’s Home 
 
Following Summer Hill towards Canterbury (in the easterly 
direction) stop by 4 houses with balconies about halfway down 
the hill on the right hand side looking towards Canterbury. 
This was a place where Walter Gabriel lived. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WALTER GABRIEL 

 
Born 25th October 1872 Swinton, Berwickshire, Scotland 
Lived  from 1912 in Summer Hill, Harbledown, Canterbury 
Son of Rev. Robert Home and Annie Home (nee Swinton) 
Husband of Helen Gordon Davidson Cole (formerly Home) 
Married 1910 York, Ontario, Canada 
Commissioned October 1892 
Lieutenant May 1897 
Captain July 1900 
Major (1905) 6th Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers) mentioned in despatches 
Died 31st October 1914 
Age 41 
Commemorated Ypres Menin Gate Memorial 
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His Story 
 
Walter was born in Swinton, Berwickshire, Scotland and lived in 
Inverness. He was a career soldier. He served in the South African 
War and was mentioned in Despatches twice. He received the 
King’s medal with 2 clasps and the Queen’s medal with 6 clasps. 
 
At the outbreak of WW1 the 6th Dragoon Guards were stationed at 
Canterbury Barracks and Walter with his wife and family lived in 
Army Officers married quarters in Summer Hill, Harbledown. He 
was quickly deployed to France after the declaration of war and took 
part in the first battles of the war. He was lost at the Battle of 
Gheluvelt on the night of the 30th and 31st October 1914 along 
with another officer and 20 other ranks. All have no known 
resting place and are commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ypres. 
 

3. Harold Norton’s Home 
Find 4 Summer Hill. This was a place of residence of Harold Norton. 
 
Harold Norton 
 
M.M. Sapper, 41837, 68th Field Company, Royal Engineers.  
Died 27 June 1917, aged 21. 

 
His Story 
 
He was a son of William and Constance Norton of 4 Summer 
Hill, Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent. He is buried in Wimereux 
Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. At the time of his 
death, Harold was the youngest of five brothers who were 
serving in H.M. Forces. Harold is not commemorated on 
Harbledown War memorial as he was not living in the village at 
the outbreak of war. He was awarded the Military Medal for his 
bravery. He was a postman and a bell ringer. 
 
 

 
4. Charles Harold Clement’s Home 
Go to the end of the road and walk down towards Canterbury along the side of dual carriageway. 
After 20 yards you will see a road running up the hill to your right parallel to Summer Hill. This is 
Mill Lane, walk up there. This is an estate now, built on the site of original cottages where Charles 
Clements lived. 
 
CHARLES HAROLD CLEMENTS 
 
Born 1885 Canterbury 
Lived  3,Mill Lane, Harbledown 
Son of Henry Martyn and Elizabeth Clements 
Enlisted Liverpool Lancs. 
G/2967 Sergeant 8th Bn., Queen’s (Royal West Kent) Regiment  
Died 15th November 1915 
Age 30 
Commemorated Spoilbank Cemetery, Ypres Belgium. 
(Ref I.J.23) 
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His Story 
 
In the 1901 census the Clements family lived in Mill Lane next 
door to the Lott family. Their son William Lott is also 
commemorated on the Harbledown Memorial. Charles’ father, 
Henry was a grain merchant originally from Essex. 
Charles joined up at the outbreak of the War and served in 
Western France.  
The 8th (Service) Battalion was formed in September 1914 and 
landed in France in August 1915.  
I can find no offensive for the day he died and so am not sure what 
was happening to cause his death. Spoilbank Cemetery, where he 
is commemorated is in an area of land that was fought over from 
the start of 1915 until the end of the war. 
 
Miss Maude Clements of Harbledown served for 2 years as a head cook at Dane John Hospital 
in Canterbury. While serving in hospitals on a voluntary basis she also worked as a Secretary to 
Ashford Relief Association. 
Unfortunately her address is unknown, but considering Harbledown is not a large place, we 
believe she could have been a relative of Charles Clements. 
 

 
 

5. The Yews 
Further up this road, ‘The Yews’ will be on your right. It is now 48 Mill 
Lanes, but it used to be ‘The Yews’ where William Lott lived. 
 
WILLIAM LOTT 
 
Born 1894 
Lived The Yews Harbledown 
Son of Walter William Lott and Bertha Annie Lott (nee Askew) 
Second Lieutenant The Buffs (East Kent Regt) 6th Service Bn. 
Died 7th October 1916 
Age 22 
Commemorated Thiepval Memorial Somme France. 
 
His Story 
 
William went to Simon Langton Boys School, when he left in 1910 he had been one of the 
schools most distinguished sportsmen. He was described as the greatest all rounder being good 
at cricket, football, hockey, tennis, swimming, athletics and rink hockey. 
By 1915 Willie had joined the Horse Guards and is mentioned in the Roll of Honour list for 1915. 
He decided on a commission in The Buffs. He was stationed for a while in Fermoy during the Irish 
Rebellion.  
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He was killed in action on the Somme on 7th October 1916 he was 
attached to 14th Bn Royal Sussex Regt. But serving in 6th Buffs, he 
led his platoon into action in what is known as the Battle of 
Transloy Ridges. He reached the German parapet when he was 
shot. The war diary records the strength of 6th Bn. as less than 500 
men and after heavy machine gun fire during the engagement that 8 
officers were killed with a further 12 wounded and 347 other 
ranks killed wounded or missing. 
The War Office sent a letter to his mother over 6 months later saying 
he was killed east of Gueudecourt. He may have been buried shortly 
after the advance but after subsequent action his grave has been 
lost and he is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.  
It is his letter from the front, which features on The Harbledown 
Great War Centenary Quilt thanks to Pam Harvey. 
One of William’s brothers; Walter Lewis Lott who was born at 
Stornaway, Isle of Lewis, Outer Hebrides, Scotland on 8 November 
1890, served in the Great War as a Rating in the Royal Navy with 
the official number F2173. 
Former Captain Stanley Herbert Jennings, resided at “The 10 Yews,’ Harbledown, 
Canterbury, Kent, when he applied for his British War Medal and Victory Medal in July 1920, 
which were for his war service as Lance Corporal, 6999, 28th County of London) Battalion, 
London Regiment (Artist Rifles), and service as a Captain of the Army Printing Stationery Service. 
Stanley married William’s sister Amy in 1917 and he later became the Mayor of Canterbury, 
Kent. 
 

6. Golden Hill 
Follow Mill Lane and at the top of there is a style which leads into the National Trust property of 
Golden Hill. 
 
Stop here to admire the view of where these men lived and worked. You will see a vast expanse 
of farmland in front of you. You will not see many fields on which hops grow, but during WW1 
much of this land was covered with hop gardens. The annual hop picking went on as usual 
during the War years. Dover Express reported about it in 1916. Hop pickers did not come only 
from London but also from Dover. In 1916 Mr W Colthup a farmer from Belmont Summer Hill 
Harbledown estimated for Faversham and Canterbury districts a crop equal to the average for 
the previous ten years. It is obvious that despite a tax on beer which reduced demand, there 
were farmers who were still growing truly Kentish crop, hops. 
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7. The Mint 
Come out of Golden Hill and walk back a little way down Mill Lane. On 
your left you will see a footpath leading back to the main part of 
Harbledown. Don’t take the drive next to the footpath that leads into 
the house. Walk down the path until you come back to the main village 
street just above the church. Turn left and walk up the hill away from 
Canterbury, Past the bus stop you will see a turning on your left 
labelled “The Mint”, it is an unmade road, walk down here and stop at 
No. 13, which is the first of the houses on your left at 90 degrees to the 
lane. Edward Iddenden lived here. 
 
EDWARD ALBERT IDDENDEN 
 
Born Whitstable, Kent 
Lived 13, The Mint, Harbledown, Kent 
Son of Edward Iddenden and Esther Ann Iddenden 
Enlisted Monday 15th November 1915 (age 20 years 256 days) 
Private 79828 90th Field Ambulance, Royal Medical Corps 
Died Friday 30th November 1917 
Age 22 
Buried Dozinghem Military Cemetery, Krombeke, Poperinge, 
Belgium (Ref XV.E.17)  
 
His Story 
 
In the 1911 census he was living with his widowed mother and 
employed as a carpenter and undertaker. 
He enlisted and then did his training at Aldershot, Hampshire. He sailed from Southampton for 
France on Friday 14th April 1916. 
He initially served with the No. 45 Field Ambulance but on 24th August 1916 he became a patient 
and spent a few days in hospital, being discharged on Wednesday 30th August 1916. He 
transferred to the 16th Field Ambulance but was admitted as a patient to the 14th Casualty 
Clearing Station on Sunday 24th September 1916. He was discharged on 28th September. On 
Sunday 22nd April 1917 he was again wounded in action and hospitalized again. 
 
He was seriously wounded on Wednesday 28th November 1917. He was moved rapidly several 
times to receive treatment at various hospitals before dying of his wounds at one of the 
Casualty Clearing Stations at Dozinghem on Friday 30th November 1917. 
 
His story shows just how dangerous it was to be working in a Field Ambulance trying to help 
injured soldiers under fire. 
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8. St Nicholas Chantry 
Carry on walking down the Mint until you get to a gate in the wall at the end. Go through the gate 
to St Nicholas Chantry. It was here that the parents of Stephen Keeler and Ernest Holness lived. 
 
 

 
 
STEPHEN KEELER 
 
Born St Alphage, Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of John Keeler and Kate Keeler of St Nicholas Hospital, 
Harbledown, Canterbury 
Enlisted Canterbury, Kent 
Private 2561 82nd Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps   
Died 13 May 1915 
Age 19 
Commemorated on the Memin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 56, and on the Kent Civic War Memorial in 
Canterbury 
 
 
His story 
 
The 82nd Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps, in which Stephen was serving at the 
time of his death, was formerly the 2nd Home Counties Field Ambulance, Royal Army Corps. At 
the time of the 1901 census, the Keeler family resided at 16, Castle Street, Canterbury. Head of 
the house was 42 year old Chilham, Kent native John Keeler, who was employed as an Oil Carter. 
 
E L HOLNESS 
We have not found E L Holness in WW1 military records. 
Census data:  
Constance Gertrude and Daisy Holness at Chartham Hospital 
1911 census born Scotland 
Charles (58) and Amy Holness (60) at Vernon Holme Lodge 
1911 census.  
Thomas Mary Hilda Thomas and Ruth at Rough Common? E L 
Holness old enough to have left home and started work. 
Annie (16) domestic servant at 3&4 Harbledown Place ? relative  
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9. Hall Place 
Follow the path down to the left and down the hill past the Black Prince’s Well and the Barn to the 
main village road. Across the other side of the High Street you’ll see Hall Place Gatehouse. 

Hall Place is now a part of Christchurch College and is on 
the other side of the Harbledown bypass, but originally it 
was the home of Lt. Col. WW Cordeaux who took all his 
household to war in the Gloucestershire Regiment, 
including Arthur Pepper. On your right you will see a 
series of cottages. It is in these that William Streeting, 
Frank Norris, Henry Lintott, George Skeer, Ernest 
Steele, Edward Spillet were born on lived. You will not 
find these names on the village war memorial as only the 
men resident in Harbledown were included. 
 

 
Miss Violet Cordeaux, one of the daughters of Col W.W. Cordeaux, was only 16 when she 
began helping in the kitchen at Dane John Hospital as a VAD volunteer. The other lady from the 
same address of Hopebourne, Harbledown, Canterbury was Mrs Eleanor Birley. She also helped 
in the kitchen at Dane John Hospital in Canterbury.  
 

  
 
ARTHUR HENRY CALVERT PEPPER 
 
Born  
Lived  Post Office Harbledown 
Private 32218 1st Bn. Gloucestershire Regiment 
(Formerly 173819 Royal Engineers) 
Died 29th September 1918 
Age  
Commemorated Vadencourt British Cemetery Maissemy  
 
His Story 
 
He worked for 18 years for Lt. Col. WW Cordeaux and 
joined the Gloucestershire Regiment with him and some other 
employees. 
 
He had a wife and six children living at home in Harbledown. 
The youngest child was born a few days after he died. 
 
He died during an attack on the St Quentin Canal on the Hindenburg Line between Salency and 
Vendhuille. He was part of a small probing patrol and was shot and died instantly. 
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He was described as always cheerful and bright and looked after the younger lads in the 
platoon. 
 
WILLIAM STREETING 
 
Born Chartham Kent ?1855 
Lived  Harbledown 
Enlisted Canterbury 
Private T/3338 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East 
Kent Regiment) 
Died 30th September 1916 
Buried St Michael and All Angels Churchyard, Harbledown  
Grave ref 60 (In North West Corner) 
 
 
 
 
FRANK NORRIS 
Born Dover Kent 
Lived  Harbledown 
Son of Thomas and Mary Norris The Cottage Harbledown 
Private L/7781 1st Battalion The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 
Died 21st June 1915 
Age 35 
Buried Potijze Wood Chateau Wood Cemetery Belgium Grave 
B16 
 
His Story 
 
As a regular soldier Frank was serving with the 1st Battalion, 
The Buffs prior to WW1 and served in France from 9th 
September 1914. 
Frank was one of the only 2 members of his battalion that were 
killed in action on 21st June 1915 whilst in the Potijize sector 
trenches near Ypres.  
 
HENRY LINTOTT 
Born Harbledown, Canterbury 
Lived Folkestone 
Enlisted Canterbury 
Rifleman, A/204870, 11th (Service) Battalion, Kings Royal Rifle 
Corps 
Died 24th March 1918 
Commemorated Pozières Memorial, Somme, France, Panel 61 
and on the Lyminge War Memorial, Folkestone, Kent 
 
His story 
 
Formerly Private, TR/10/6654, Training Reserve. At the time of 
1901 census Henry was 2 years old and residing at Woodlands 
Valley, Lyminge, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old 
Tomas Lintott, who was recorded by the census enumerator as 
living on own means, and his place of birth unknown.  
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GEORGE SKEER 
 
Born Harbledown, Canterbury 
Enlisted Ashford, Kent 
M.M. Sergeant, 280539, 222nd Siege Battery, Royal Garrison 
Artillery 
Died 21st March 1918 
Age 33 
Commemorated Pozières Memorial, Somme, France, Panel 
10 and on the Lyminge War Memorial, Folkestone, Kent. Also 
on the Smeeth Civic War Memorial, Ashford and in the parish 
church of St Mary, Brabourne, Ashford and on the General 
Post Office Great War memorial plaque which is located in the 
Royal Mail Sorting Office in Ashford. 
 
His story 
 
Son of John and Mary Skeer of Lyminge, Folkestone, Kent. 
Husband of Lilian Skeer of “Southside”, Brabourne Lees, Ashford, Kent. 
In addition to being awarded the Military Medal, George was also a recipient of the Croix de 
Guerre (Belgium). Prior to enlisting in the army, George was enlisted by the General Post Office 
as a Postman. It seems an odd decision which was probably made by a War Memorial 
Committee or some other similar body, to quite properly commemorate George on the Lyminge, 
Folkestone, Kent civic war memorial, but to not also honour the memory of his brother on it. 
 
ERNEST STEELE 
Born Harbledown, Canterbury, 24th November 1894 
Enlisted Canterbury, Kent 
Lived Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent 
Private, L/9898, 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 
Died 5th March 1915 
Age 20 
Buried Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de 
Calais, France, Grave Ref. III. D.21 
 
His story 
 
Son of Joseph and Polly Steele of “Beaulieu”, Sheerness, Isle 
of Sheppey, Kent. 
Formerly Private, 10293, 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment). Ernest was born in Harbledown, Kent on 
24 November 1894. He enlisted in the Army Special Reserve, 
on 10 July 1912 for a 6 year engagement in The Buffs (East 
Kent Regiment), at which time the Steele family resided at 14, Orchard Place, Faversham, Kent. 
At the time of enlistment, Ernest stated he was 17 years and 7 months old, and employed as a 
Bakers Assistant. It would appear the Ernest had enjoyed the short time that he had served as a 
member of the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, the Buffs (East Kent Regiment), because he applied to 
become a regular soldier in the same regiment. On 19 November 1912, Ernest was formerly 
discharged from the Army Special Reserve, at the time of joining the regiment for 7 years with the 
colours and 5 years in the reserve, at which time he was given the new regiment number L/9898, 
the L prefix being indicative of his regular status. Prior to the Great War, Ernest served with the 1st 
Battalion, the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Fermoy, and at Kilworth County Cork, Ireland. Ernest 
is recorded on all data sources checked, as having died of wounds, but none show the date of 
his wounding. It was noted that despite Ernest having been a regular soldier, as well as not being 
commemorated at Harbledown where he was born, he is not commemorated on the Sheerness, 
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Isle of Sheppey, Kent civic war memorial. His father had also been a regular soldier, and had 
served in the Band of the King’s Dragoon Guards. 
 
EDWARD SPILLET 
 
Born Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent 
Lived  Post Office Harbledown 
Enlisted and resided Dover, Kent 
Private G/9414, 6th (Service) Battalion, the Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) 
Died 15th July 1916 
Buried Dartmoor Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt, Somme, France 
(Grave ref: I.C.5.) 
 
His Story 
 
At the time of 1901 census, Edward resided at 121, Morville 
Street, Bow, London, and was employed as a Kitchen Porter. 
Head of the house was 56 year old City of London native John Streeting, who was employed as a 
Commercial Clerk and was Edward’s uncle. 
 

10. Old Post Office and School 
 

Walk up the hill. On your left is 4 Hall Place Cottages and a 
little bit further the Old School. 
 
During WW1 4 Hall Place Cottages was a post office. Right 
next to the Old Post Office is the Old School. Most of the men 
from Harbledown who fought in the War would have attended 
this school and then ran home up and down the High Street. 
 
 
 

The post office was vital during the War as letters were the only communication when people 
were away from home. The postal deliveries were cut to 5 a day during the War and many 
protested as the Post Office were trying to close 
branches due to a shortage of labour. 
Post Office would have been particularly busy at 
Christmas. They would have to despatch hundreds of 
parcels. This involved a lot of extra work and often 
employed temporary staff, both male and female. 
During the First World War the school probably did fund 
raising for the servicemen, as many other schools did 
across the county of Kent and the country on the whole. 
The girls at the school would probably have knitted 
some socks and mittens for the soldiers and the 
sailors. 
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11. Prospect Cottages 
Continue walking up the hill. On your left is 1 Prospect 
Cottages. 
 
This is where Christopher Baddeley lived. 
 
CHRISTOPHER BADDELEY 
 
Born Chislet Kent 28th June 1896 
Lived  1, Prospect Cottages Harbledown 
Son of William and Annie Baddeley – In 1901 census Annie is listed as the head of the household. 
Enlisted Canterbury Kent 
S/10709, 6th Bn., The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 
Died 4th August 1916 (Battle of the Somme) 
Age 20 
Commemorated Thiepval Memorial Somme, France. 
 
His Story 

Christopher enlisted on 9th August 1914, just 5 days after war 
was declared. He was just 18 and employed as a saddler. He 
joined The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) and served at the 
Regimental Depot in Canterbury until 9th March 1916 when he 
was posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion and sent to France. 
On the evening of 3rd August 1916 the 6th Battalion was 
preparing to take part in an attack on Pozieres Ridge near the 
town of Thiepval on the Somme. The objective was a trench 
system of strong points called “Ration Trench”. Zero hour was 
23.15hrs but 2 hours before the attack the enemy started 
bombarding the allied trenches with artillery fire. Some French 
gunners quickly returned fire with gas shells and silenced the 
German guns. The attack was launched successfully and 
captured and consolidated the trenches. After the action the 

battalion retired to Martinsart Wood where a roll call was taken. The 6th Battalion had lost 4 
officers and 114 men. Christopher was recorded as missing in action but in March 1917 for official 
purposes it was assumed he died on 4th August and has no know grave. He is commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial near to where he fell. 
He had 2 older brothers Henry and Herbert and 2 sisters, Nellie and Lucy Mabel. 
 

12. Ernest Cook’s Home 
A little further up the hill is 1 Harbledown Terrace where 
Ernest Cook lived. 
 
ERNEST EDWARD COOK 
 
Born 16th January1889 Northlea, Elmstead Ashford Kent 
Lived 1, Harbledown Terrace, Harbledown, Canterbury 
Son of George and Harriet Cook (nee Twyman) of Stelling 
Minnis. 
Husband of Annie Cook 
Married 14th December 1912 
Enlisted 8th December 1915 Canterbury Kent 
Private G/39705 ‘B’ Company 12th Service Battalion Middlesex Regiment 
Died Saturday 17th February 1917 
Age 28 
Buried Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme France (Ref VI E 2)  
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His Story 
 
In 1901 the Cook family was living in Bossingham, Kent. Ernest’s 
dad, George was a farm yardman. 
Ernest married Annie at Harbledown and at the time of enlistment 
in 1915 he had 1 child. He was employed as a Horseman. 
 
His army medical, at Canterbury, showed he was not fit for active 
service due to flat feet and a hernia. He was considered to be fit 
for ‘Garrison Duty at Home’ and was placed on reserve. He was 
posted to serve in the 25th (Garrison) Battalion, Middlesex 
Regiment at Aldershot Hampshire. 
 
Due to the high casualties the British Army suffered in January 
1917, Ernest was transferred to the 12th (Service) Battalion and 
posted to France. 
He fell at the ’Battle of Boom Ravine’, in the Ancre Valley, Somme France 
 

13. The Old Coach and Horses 
Carry on up the road until you reach the pub. 
 
During the War Years The Old Coach and Horses was both a pub 
and a shop. It would have the main place where people had to 
register their rationbooks. 
 
 

 
14. War Memorial 
Carry on up the pathway which will lead you back to the gate to the War Memorial in the 
churchyard. 
 
Stand by their memorial and remember all who fought and died for the country. 
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Other Points of Interest 
 
➢ Vernon Holm School 
 

• Walk past Hopebourne to Vernon Holm School. Ernest Holness's parents worked at this school. 
Ernest was one of 21 children in the family. He joined the Seaforth Highlanders, aged 18, and 
was in France by 1915. He was presumed dead after the Battle of Loos in September 1915 and 
his body was never found. He is commemorated on the Loos Memorial in France. 
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Harbledown Trail Quiz 
 

1. The War Memorial in front of St Michael’Church has 27 names 
inscribed on the platform. 

True/False 
 

2. At the outbreak of WW1 Walter Gabriel, who served with the 6th 
Dragon Guards, lived with his wife and family in Army Officers married 
quarters in Winter Hill. 

True/False 
 

3. William Lott was an alumnus and one of the most distinguished 
sportsmen of Simon Langton School in Canterbury.  

True/False 
 

4. William Lott served later in 6th Buffs, he led his platoon into action 
during the Battle of Somme, and reached the German parapet when he 
was shot on 7th October 1916. 

True/False 
 

5. Edward Albert Iddenden of 13 The Mint, worked as a carpenter 
before he enlisted on 16th October 1916. 

True/False 
 

6. Stephen Keeler served with the 82nd Field Ambulance, Royal Army 
Medical Corps. He is commemorated on the Canterbury Civic War 
Memorial in Kent. 

True/False 
 

7. Miss Violet Cordeaux stayed at home and did not make her 
contribution to the war effort. 

True/False 
 

8. During WW1 4 Hall Place Cottages was a post office. True/False 
 

9. Christopher Baddeley lived in 5 Prospect Cottages. He enlisted just 1 
day after war was declared. 

True/False 
 

10. Ernest Cook of 1 Harbledown Terrace fell at the 'Battle of Boom 
Ravine' in the Ancre Valley, Somme, France. 

True/False 
 

 
When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 

 

 

If you have enjoyed following this trail visit our website www.kentww1.com 
and discover more Kentish trails on the 100 miles tab - by December 2017 
there will be 30 to follow around Kent. 
  

mailto:info@kentww1.com
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Harbledown Trail Map 
 

 
 


