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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a
link to an app.

Travel information
By car: Post Code for the start of the trail TN23 3AZ
Parking: On Street Parking Available
Walking Advice – Health and Safety
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map.
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go.
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking:
 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking
Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance,
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss,
damages or injury whist following this trail.
Disclaimer
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in
whole to such errors.
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com
Trail specific information
Please be aware that the Kingsdown purple route runs along unmade roads, roads with narrow or
no footpaths and a steep hill.
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.

Glossary
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.
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Introduction
Great Chart is unique in the UK for its collection of First World War letters sent home by men in
the services during that terrible conflict. It is a collection that is fast becoming one of world
renown. So how and why did this amazing collection come about?
In January 1915, six months after war had been declared, Mrs. Elizabeth Quinton Strouts, a
quiet and unassuming lady of the parish, decided to help the men in the armed forces. She
formed a small committee with some other ladies, called ‘The Great Chart Sailors and Soldiers
War Fund’, the object of which was to send useful and comforting articles every week to the men
of the parish fighting for their King and Country. Not only to lighten their hardship but to remind
them that they were not forgotten.
In order to involve all members of the community any sum however small was to be accepted in some cases even a half-penny a week. During the course of the war a sum of £1246-1s-6d
was raised – which is the equivalent of £85,725 today. An enormous sum of money from such a
small community.
Some 5,921 parcels and 989 letters were dispatched by Mrs. Strouts, who spent those four
years caring about these men, with depths of affection and compassion unmatched. She visited
them in hospital when they returned home wounded and helped their families so they could visit
their loved ones.
Only a single example of the letters Mrs. Strouts sent to the men is in the collection, but a wealth
of responses exist, often verging on the passionate. It is the very quantity of letters, more than
20,000 pages in all, from such a small community which makes this collection unique. All
the valuable originals are now housed in the Maidstone Archives. Only a minute fraction of the
whole collection is displayed, so it concentrates on the letters from those who were lost, or who
were in service at Godinton.
If men were reported ‘missing in action’, Mrs. Strouts wrote to their comrades seeking clarification
and when one of ‘Our Boys’, as she called them, was killed, her distress was obvious from the
notes she added to the letters she had received from them - ending always ‘HONOUR’.
Sections of the men’s letters are often highlighted by her, underlined in red ink where their
circumstances had tugged at her heart-strings.
As everyone expected the war would ‘Be Over by Christmas’, it says much for the stamina of this
small group of ladies that they continued their weekly dispatches to every serving man
throughout the four long years of conflict. When Germany finally surrendered, sufficient funds
still remained to finance Mrs. Strouts' next plan: to erect a village memorial commemorating those
who were lost. The memorial was unveiled at a magnificent ceremony on August 4th 1921.
It is worthwhile bearing in mind, when reading these letters, that society was very different 100
years ago. The minimum school leaving age was 12 years. The average working week was 57
hours and the hourly rate (at today’s values) was just £1.53p. 60% of income was spent on food
and in many cases there was no disposable income whatsoever. The Class System still
dominated society, making the sentiments expressed in letters across those classes all the more
moving. In the excited rush of 1914, 40% of the men who applied to enlist were either registered
as unfit or malnourished. Of those sent home wounded, over 65% recovered and returned to the
front, in some cases as many as three times.
Quote from family archives
Elsie was remembered as a 'formidable lady'. A bit hoity-toity - put on airs, a character, and a
splendid figure. It was suspected she wore a wig, a bird’s nest of dyed hair and always sitting with
her back to the light. She is buried next to her brother in Great Chart churchyard with the epitaph
'she hath done what she could'.
Courtesy Ian Wolverson
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Great Chart Trail
Distance 566m (0.35 miles)
Stop 1. Village Hall - TN23 3AZ
Start Point
The Village Hall was the venue for fund raising events throughout the
War. After the War Mrs. Strouts set up a museum cabinet in the Village
Hall to remember all those who had fallen.
Mrs. Strouts had asked returning servicemen to donate mementoes to
go in the cabinet; which is also where the Great Chart letters were kept
for many years.
Courtesy Ian Wolverson

Stop 2. St Mary’s Church
St Mary’s Church is opposite the Village Hall, Either look over, or cross the road with care.
Inside the Church there are two framed documents showing both the names
of those who served and also the names of those who died; the latter are
inscribed in gold. In the graveyard there is a Commonwealth War Grave for
George Hughes, see the information about Ninn Cottage later on in this
book.
The vicar before and during the war was the Reverend Alban Henry
Harrison (b1843). The Reverend Harrison died in April 1919 before he could
dedicate the War Memorial commemorating the young men from village;
many of whom were members of his congregation.
The Church is unlocked during the day.
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Stop 3. Old School House (was the Elementary School)
If you have crossed over the road to view the Church please re -cross to use the pavement. Walk
down the slight hill to the Old Schoolhouse
The headmaster at the mixed elementary school
attended by many of the young men from the
village was Richard William Nickalls (b1862)
who was also the secretary of the Great Chart
Parish Hall and Institute.
Richard Nickalls own son James William
Nickalls (b1893) volunteered with the Army
Education Corps where he gave lectures to
active soldiers. Boredom was a big factor for many soldiers on the front line so these sporadic
lectures were very much welcomed by many.
The Canadian Army set up a University to assist their troops gain qualifications whilst they
served. School children were allowed by the Kent Council Education department to miss school
from May to October to help with summer crop sowing and bringing in the harvest. Their
contribution was vital to food production which was necessary as the country had relied heavily
on food imports before the War and the German U-boats were sinking merchant shipping.
School children were also involved in collecting conkers to extract the starch used to make
acetone which was used in munitions and previously sourced from Germany. They would also
collect salvage and the girls would knit items for the troops such as mittens and scarves.School
children also collected the kernels and shells from plums, walnuts and cherries which were used
to provide a superior type of charcoal used in gas masks.
Sources: Lives of the First World War; Kelly’s Directory of Kent
http://www.thebowesmuseumww1.org.uk/your-country-needs-youto-collect-fruit-stones-and-nut-shells/

Stop 4. War Memorial
Continue along to the War Memorial
The War Memorial, located opposite St Mary’s Church, was designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield,
who attended the opening ceremony.
Sir Reginald Bloomfield’s inspiration for the design is quoted below and it commemorates the 27
men from the village who fell during the Great War.
‘What I wanted to do in designing this Cross was to make it as
abstract and impersonal as I could, to free it from any association
with any particular style and above all to keep clear of any of the
sentimentalities of Gothic. This was a man's war far too terrible
for any fripperies, and I hoped to get within range of the infinite in
this symbol of the ideals of those who had gone out to die’.

Source: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing
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Stop 5. Ivy Cottage
Cross Padwell Lane with care and carry on along, The Street to Ivy Cottage
Charles (b1900) and Arthur (b1896) were two sons of
Henry; who worked on the railway as an engine painter;
and Ruth Cramp, they lived in “Ivy Cottage” Great
Chart.
Charles served with the 6th Battalion, Queen’s (Royal
West Surrey Regiment) and formerly (26321) The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment). Charles was mobilised to
France and landed on his 18th birthday. Eleven days
rd
later, on the 23 August 1918, he was killed in action during the Third Battle of Albert. At this
stage of the War the government had made a pledge that no one under the age of 19 would serve
on the Front Line, Charles was not the only young man who died under this age. Charles is
buried at the Meaulte Military Cemetery in Somme, France.
Arthur enlisted to the Royal Army Medical Corps
on the 4th November 1912 having previously been
employed at the railway works. Arthur was part of
the 82nd Field Ambulance Unit which served with
the 27th Division. As part of this division he was in
France from December 1914 and was stationed
between Aire and Argues. In December 1915 the
division was ordered to Salonika for the rest of
the War. Conditions were very poor in Salonika and
disease was a problem. Arthur survived the war
and was fully demobilised on the 31st March 1920.
Arthur Cramp

Charles Cramp

Sources: Lives of the First World War, War time memories project

Stop 6. Post Office
Look across the road for stop 6 & 7
Alfred Ballard (b1894) was a post office assistant at
Great Chart in 1911 before joining the Royal Artillery on the
30th of June 1911. Alfred went on to have a 14 year career
in the military, including the entire First World War. He
had been promoted to the rank of Sergeant by the time of
his discharge on the 29th of June 1925.
The post office was the main link of communication for
families and service men during the Great War. Mail which
was posted for servicemen was sorted separately and sent by train to the Home Depot sorting
office in London. This was a large temporary building in Regents Park covering five acres and at
the time the largest sorting depot in the world. By the end of the War it was estimated that over 2
billion letters and 114 million parcels had passed through the Home Depot. Those on the
Western Front would receive their letters usually within four days of posting for those serving in
places such as Mesopotamia the post was far slower, for example the Christmas posting date for
mail to men in Mesopotamia in 1916 was during October.
Sources: Kelly’s directory of Kent and the census
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Stop 7. The Swan Public House
The Swan public house was
run by Henry James Beaney
(b1859). His daughter Dorothy
Eleanor Beaney (b1898) was
a VAD volunteer at Ashford
hospital. Dorothy volunteered
6 hours a week from August
1914 until December 1915 as
a cooking orderly.
Also lodging at The Swan was W G Bennett who joined the 1st
battalion of the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) soon after the outbreak of
the war and became known for his continual regular responses to
Mrs. Quinton Strouts letters. His letters give an insight into life at the
Front as he discusses the weather and wellbeing of those in the
village; although conditions were often arduous men needed
something to occupy them in long periods of inactivity. Mr. Bennett’s
letters show how he gained comfort in keeping in regular contact with
home and in the reminders of normality. W Bennett served on the
Western Front for the majority of his service and was part of the Army
of occupation in Germany in 1919. He was demobilization and
W G Bennett returned home in 1920.
Public houses like The Swan were subject to The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) which
restricted when public houses were allowed to sell intoxicating liquor. Although pubs could open to
sell food and non alcoholic drinks from 5.30 a.m. they were only allowed to sell alcohol between
12-2.30p.m. and 6p.m.-8p.m. and were not allowed to sell spirits for consumption off the
premises at the weekend. The main impact on the customers was that they weren’t allowed credit
or to buy a round of drinks ‘treating’ as it was known. The penalty for breaking the regulations
was a fine (up to £100) or imprisonment. Customers were also not allowed to stand and drink
at the bar - they would have to be seated and be served at their seats.
Sources: Lives of the First World War, Red Cross, Ian Wolverson

Stop 8. 18 The St – Box Cottage
Please cross the road with care to use the pavement
Henry John Austin (b1894) lived with his Uncle
James and Great Aunt Mary Austin at Box Cottage,
Great Chart. Henry, a nurseryman gardener enlisted
to the 17th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers (City of
London Regiment). The battalion was mobilised for
war and sent to Boulogne in late 1915 to fight on the
Western Front.
Henry
served
without incident
until the 4th May
1918 when he
died of wounds.
Henry is buried
in the Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, France.
Sources: Lives of the First World War, Kent Fallen, CWGC,
Forces-war-records
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Stop 9. The Old Bakehouse
Look over for the Old Bakehouse
John Ethelbert Gilbert (b1890) was a butcher by trade
working at Waghorne family butchers in Middle Row,
Ashford, for five years before he joined up. His employers
gave him a testimonial saying that: “John Gilbert has been
in my company for five years, I have always found him
honest & straight forward and a good worker.” John
volunteered with the Royal Army Service Corps on the
29th of October 1914 in Ashford. He married Agnes in
August 1915 just before he was posted to France.
The Army Service Corps were some of the unsung heroes providing everything from food to petrol
to the front lines. John was a member of the 200th company and based in France from the 25th of
September 1915 until the 11th of May 1918. Whilst serving in France John wrote a total of 52
letters to Elizabeth Quinton Strouts. John was wounded in April 1918 and was never able to
fully recover, being discharged in September 1918 and entitled to wear the Silver War Badge.
Sources: Lives of the First World War, long long trail, Kelly’s directory of Kent

Stop 10. Ninn Cottage
Continue and turn left into Ninn Lane, to Ninn Cottage.

John Hughes (b1840) and his wife Emily (b1858) lived
with their family lived at Ninn Cottage, and four of their
sons served. The eldest was George Arthur (b1889)
who served in the Royal Field Artillery. He was
wounded severely whilst serving and died of his wounds
on the 13th February 1920 .George is buried in the
churchyard where there is also a Commonwealth War
Graves stone commemorating his death.
Henry (b1891) joined the war as part of the Army Remount Service. This is most likely due to the
fact Henry was a farm labourer before the outbreak of the war and had prior experience with
handling animals.
When horses were purchased by the Army they first went to the Remount Section where they
were checked by a vet to ensure they were fit. If they needed to be trained to carry a rider or to
pull the gun carriages the remount section undertook the training. The horses were then
shipped to the regiments which needed them .Many of the horses were farm horses and crucial
to farmers; their requisition had an impact on the ability of farmers to sow and harvest crops and
was to lead to the wider use of tractors in farming. Horses were brought in from overseas, for
example the United States was sending 1,000 horses a day to Great Britain. In the War eight
million horses were killed.
Leslie Thomas (b1892) was part of the 21st Lancers during World War 1. The 21st Lancers spent
the entirety of the war stationed in India therefore Leslie did not see his family until after the War.
The youngest sibling to serve was William Charles (b1897). William joined the 5th Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) at Ashford in September 1914, having lied about his age. He spent the majority
of the war of India, surviving and was demobbed on the 29th October 1919.
Sources: Lives of the First World War, Kent Fallen
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Nearby
 Albert Edward Skinner
Albert Edward Skinner (b1888) was the son of Joseph Skinner (b1867)
who lived at the family home Purchase Cottage.
Albert originally enlisted to the 2/5th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment). This was then merged to create the Kent Composite
Battalion, which served as part of the 53rd Welsh Division in Gallipoli.
Albert survived the landings at Sulva Bay on the 9th August 1915,
despite his division being reduced to 15% of its strength due to enemy
action, disease and adverse weather. Albert was part of the Division
which was evacuated to Mudros on the 11th and 12th December 1915.
The Division was so depleted that it was merged with the 2/4th
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) at Alexandria and
fought in the Palestine Campaign.
Albert was wounded on the 20th April 1917 while fighting at the Battle
of Samson Ridge, Gaza. He had only just returned to his regiment when he died on the 4th
November 1917. It is thought he died at the battle of Battle of Tel el Khuweilfe. Albert is buried at
Beersheba War Cemetery, Israel.
Sources: Kent fallen, Lives of the First World War

 2 Stone Cottages
James and Elizabeth lived here with their family which
included Frederick (known as Freddie) (b 1890) and
Thomas (1894) .The brothers both volunteered with The
Buffs ( East Kent Regiment) Frederick served with 7 th
Battalion and enlisted in Dover .
Thomas had joined to the reserve in 1913 and was
mobilised immediately war was declared in August 1914. He
left for France with the British Expeditionary Force in
March 1915 and was wounded in action in June 1915.
Thomas was evacuated back to England, he re-embarked from Southampton in August 1915 to
rejoin his regiment in France and would have home leave beforehand.
In the summer of 1916 both sons were in the Somme area.
Frederick was killed in action on the first day of the Battle of the
Somme on the 1st July 1916; 58 other members of his battalion
fell on the same day.
Thomas wrote home about his brother’s death and the letter is part
of the Great Chart archive. Thomas himself fell in action on the
15th September 1916. Neither brother has a known grave and
both are commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial.
Thomas Tutt
Sources: Ian Wolverson, CWGC, Lives of the First World War
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 Thomas William Taylor
Thomas William Taylor (b1885) was a farm labourer living with his wife Nancy (b1885). Shortly
after the outbreak of the war Thomas volunteered with the Buffs (the East Kent Regiment) on the
30th November 1914. Thomas spent the first two years on home soil and then transferred to the
Middlesex Regiment on the 25th of October 1916 and was mobilised to France.
While serving in France Thomas wrote regularly back home and 26 letters of his letters are in
the Great Chart collection. These letters give an insight into his day to day regime and life on the
front line, he also expressed his thanks for the parcels sent from Great Chart. Unfortunately he
suffered a gunshot wound to the face on the 25th of May 1917 and was admitted to hospital for
just over 3 months. Thomas rejoined the 4th Battalion Middlesex Regiment on 30th October 1917
and served through until he was demobilised on the 17th February 1919.

Sources: Lives of the First World War and Ian Wolverson
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