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46 Parrock Street,
Postcard (Now the site of
Parrock Street Car Park)

Postcards were a vital,
affordable means of
families keeping in touch
and confirming well being,
especially with the constant
threat of air raids. Here an
uncle living at 46 Parrock
Street can reassure his
niece, living in Essex, that
all is well.
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The War Memorial, Clarence Place, Windmill Hill

3

4

Base of Windmill Hill granite markers where 3
Incendiaries fell

There are 565 names
on Gravesend’s Town
War Memorial. The
memorial was unveiled
in 1922 by General
Lord Horne. Sculpted by
Francis W Doyle Jones.
Approximately 20 tons
of granite were used in
its construction.
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3 Portland Villas, Windmill Street

This was the home of the
Avenell family. Blanche,
the eldest daughter,
volunteered with the VAD
at the Yacht Club from
11th August 1914. As an
orderly, Blanche would have
scrubbed floors, washed
the men, cleaned sheets but
would not have done any
nursing.

On the night of the 4th/5th
June 1915 the L10 Zeppelin
made an air raid on
Gravesend. The concrete
markers show where 3
incendiaries were dropped
during the raid. No-one was
hurt on this site but houses
were damaged in Wrotham
Road (stop 12).

Lewis Martin lived
here. He was a
member of the Kent 37
VAD, at the Yacht Club
VAD Hospital, whose
work
included air raid
and convoy duties.
As section leader he
would have arranged
the night guard roster.
He left the VAD to join
the forces. We believe
he survived the War.

Gravesend
Red
Trail
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33 Portland Road, Lewis (Cummaford) Martin

8

9

14

1

12

Parking in Parrock
Street carpark charges apply
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Gravesend Cricket
Club- The Bat and
Ball Ground

Cricket has been played
here since 1848 and some
matches continued during
the First World War. In June
1916 there was a charity
match for the Mayor of
Gravesend ‘s Fund for
wounded soldiers. The 1,500
spectators raised £50 (over
£3,000 in today’s values).
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48 and 50 Wrotham Road

These houses were destroyed by an HE bomb
dropped on the night of the 4th/5th June 1915 from
an L10 Zeppelin. At the time there were 5 people
inside the house, who were injured.
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The Masonic Hall (since
rebuilt on the original site)

Two members of the Lodge
of Sympathy who came to
meetings here died in the First
World War. Sapper Cecil Bare
was killed in action on 18th
November 1914. Wilfred John
Townrow of the Mercantile
Marine Reserve died when the
HMS India was torpedoed in
August 1915.

42 Cutmore Street – the Bradbrook
Family Home

Joseph Bradbrook
lived here with his
wife and daughter
Alice, who was only
4 when he died in
Mesopotamia on
the 11th March
1918. This reminds
us that men from
Kent served around
the world. He is
included in the
Imperial Paper
Mills, Gravesend,
roll of honour.
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The eldest son, Thomas Beale, served from 1916, was
a POW from 1917 and returned home in 1919 to work
for the family tobacco company. Thomas’ brother,
Hubert, volunteered with the VAD on transport duties
and he was also an orderly at the Yacht Club. Their
sister, Annie, also volunteered at the Yacht Club.

2 Cambrian Grove- Home of Fred Cosgrove

Fred Cosgrove
volunteered for the
Mercantile Marine
in 1914 on board
the HMS Clan
McNaughton, which
was lost at sea with all
hands in bad weather
in 1915 when 2 other
local men also lost
their lives. His parents
suffered another loss,
as his brother, Louis,
was killed in action in
September 1917.
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Gravesend Red Trail credits: 1) From the collection of D Price
290GRA; 2) 1443GRA Courtesy G Long; 3) 1444GRA Courtesy
Gravesham Borough Council; 4) 1477GRA Courtesy T Morgan;
5) 1478GRA Courtesy T Morgan; 6) 1479GRA Courtesy T Morgan;
7) 1480GRA Courtesy T Morgan; 8) 1481GRA Courtesy T Morgan;
9) 1482GRA Courtesy T Morgan; 10) 148GRA Courtesy T Morgan;
11) 1484GRA Courtesy T Morgan; 12) 1485GRA Courtesy T
Morgan; 13) 1486GRA Courtesy T Morgan; 14)1487GRA Courtesy
T Morgan; 15) 1474GRA Courtesy T Morgan.

The Borough Librarian,
Alex J Philip, lived
here with his wife
Yvonne. He played an
important part in the
War by organising
voluntary air raid
street patrols. He was
a good organiser and
so became the Food
Control Officer in 1917
and launched several
schemes such as the
Pig Club.
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121 &123 Darnley Rd - next door
neighbours who volunteered.

74 Darnley Road - The Loft Family Home
(since rebuilt)

12 Kent Road, home of Alex Philip
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Neighbours Mrs Madeline Ryder and Mrs
Frances Playfane, although running their own
homes, found time to volunteer at the Yacht
Club VAD Hospital. Mrs Ryder was a cook and
Mrs Playfane was an assistant nurse. Without
women like these the hospitals would not have
been able to function.
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9 Zion Place The family home of
William and Lois Dodd

Three of the Dodd sons
served and all chose different
regiments. William Jnr
survived the War and signed
on with the Territorials until
1924. However, his brothers
perished; Percy died on the
first day of the Battle of the
Somme and Frank died on
the 18th May 1917.

183 Parrock Street - Football during the
War - Harold Porter

Harold Porter was
the Chairman of the
Kent County Football
Association. Immediately
War was declared all
scheduled matches
were cancelled. Many
teams enlisted together.
There was no organised
football in Kent, only
charity matches. After
the Armistice, Harold
encouraged teams to
reform so men could try
to return to normality.

A unique story is of Gravesend
resident Captain Robert Campbell a
prisoner of war who was granted a 2
week leave to visit his dying mother by
the Kaiser in 1916 with Captain Campbell’s word as an officer as his bond
that he would return to
continue his captivity - he duly
visited his mother and returned to captivity.
Gravesend from Windmill Hill

Milton Church, Gravesend

The Gravesend War Memorial on
Windmill Hill was unveiled in 1922
and lists 565 names.

It was realised early in the War that
Gravesend could be subjected to air
raids with the Mayor issuing a
warning in October 1914 that
civilians would be at risk during a raid
and they were to stay indoors if they
heard guns firing. Gravesend was subjected to air raids from
Zeppelins and Gotha planes throughout the War and in 1915 a bomb damaged the Yacht Club Hospital but luckily
there were no serious injuries. The hospital was repaired and
remained open until May 1919.
Sources Lost Hospitals of London,
Kent’s Care of the Wounded, Imperial
War Museum, Discover Gravesham, Edinburgh Evening News and Red Cross.

Gravesend
Red Trail

First World War

Walking Trail
Revealing the history of local people,
places and events
This trail was developed in partnership with
Gravesham Borough Council
Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in
a considerate manner to others.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see
the website for walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to
discover more information and to take part in the quiz.

www.kentww1.com
The QR code below takes
you to the 100 miles for
100 years app, alternatively visit the website
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

