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Travel Information 

 

By car: The postcode for the start of the Blue Trail is DA11 0AZ and for the Red Trail is DA12 

1ER 

 

By Train: Gravesend Central Station is a stop on the Blue Trail and nearby the start of the trail.  

 

Parking: Nearest parking for the Blue Trail – Market Street Car Park, DA12 2EN – charges apply. 

The Red Trail starts at Parrock Street Car Park, DA12 1ER – charges apply 

 

 

Places of rest / Facilities: Public toilets are located at St George’s Shopping Centre by St 

George’s Church on the Blue Trail. 

 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 

Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

 

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 

neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss , 

damages or injury whist following this trail. 

 

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
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Trail specific information 

The route The street names used are historical street names. Please note they have changed and 

due to redevelopment we have used historical maps to locate the points of interest to the best of 

our ability. Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trails in a considerate 

manner to others. 

 
Disclaimer 

Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in whole 
to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 

 

 

 

Glossary 

VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 

the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly 

volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers. 

LIGHTERS are flat-bottomed barges or other unpowered boats. They were used underneath the 

timbers of the bridge to create the floating pontoon.  

  

http://www.kentww1.com/
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Introduction 

Gravesend is a town steeped in maritime heritage and also historically an industrial centre. 
Gravesend’s position on the River Thames and its maritime and industrial heritage gave the 
town an important role during the First World War. 

In Gravesend of particular interest was the pontoon bridge built in 1914 between 
Gravesend and Tilbury and consisting of floating pontoons which could be moved for 
shipping to pass up the Thames. The bridge was used to move men rapidly across the 
Thames between Essex and Kent and also as a defence against u- Boats. 

The ferry running between Gravesend and Tilbury was also in operation during the First 
World War. 

VAD run hospitals were mobilised at the Yacht Club, Gravesend (opened in October 1914 
and took in Belgian wounded) and Rosherville Hotel, Gravesend which opened November 
1914.These were staffed by local women and men. 

It was realised early in the War that Gravesend could be subjected to air raids with the 
Mayor issuing a warning in October 1914 that civilians would be at risk during a raid and 
they were to stay indoors if they heard guns firing. Gravesend was subjected to air 
raids from Zeppelins and Gotha planes throughout the War and in 1915 a bomb damaged 
the Yacht Club Hospital but luckily there were no serious injuries. The hospital was 
repaired and remained open until May 1919. 

A unique story is of Gravesend resident Captain Robert Campbell a prisoner of war who 
was granted a 2 week leave to visit his dying mother by the Kaiser in 1916 with Captain 
Campbell’s word as an officer as his bond that he would return to continue his captivity – 
he duly visited his mother and returned to captivity. 

Northfleet Dockyard was the site of the Stewart Concrete Ship Co which employed a large 
number of women workers and the Imperial Paper Mills was a large employer who lost 54 
members of staff during the First World War. 

The Gravesend War Memorial on Windmill Hill was unveiled in 1922 and lists 565 names. 

Sources Lost Hospitals of London, Kent’s Care of the Wounded, Imperial War Museum, Discover Gravesham , 
Edinburgh Evening News and Red Cross. 
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Gravesend Blue Trail  
Distance: 2.9 miles (4.67km)  

Parking: Market car park, DA12 2EN (charges apply) 

 
From the Market Car Park, walk through the alleyway to the right hand side of the market building. 
You will walk between the Old Town Hall and the site of the Old Police Station, towards the High 
Street. 
 

1. Originally the Police Station and the Town Hall during WW1 

Special constables were brought in by The Special Constables Act 

1914 to form a volunteer force of men who 

could not join the military forces. They were 

under the same regulations as the regular 

Police Force and had the same powers. One of 

their important duties was ensuring that the 

blackout was observed, they also conducted 

patrols and assisted during air raids.  

Now used as a restauarant, the Police Station 

was located opposite the Old Town Hall. The 

interior structure has been maintained such that 

features such as the old cells and the safe for the keys can still be seen. 

Within the Old Town Hall there is WW1 War Memorial located just inside the main doors. The Old 

Gaol can be accessed from within the Old Town Hall.  

Visit the town’s vitual museum for 

more information. 

www.discovergravesham.co.uk/ 

Please note the restaurant, Rico 

Sabor, is not open on Mondays. 

Please respect that this is an on-

going business. 

Access to The Old Town Hall is by 

appointment. Please visit the website for more information; 

oldtownhallgravesend.co.uk.  

 

 

Turn left onto The High Street. Continue straight on at the 
junction with Kings Street, crossing the road with care, onto 
Windmill Street. You will find the Library on the left hand side of 
this pedestrian street. 
 

2. Gravesend Library, Windmill Street 

Originally the Council had planned 

to close the library but Mr Alex 

Philip persuaded them to keep it 

open as an important community 

resource. Not everyone could 

afford to buy a newspaper to keep 

http://www.discovergravesham.co.uk/
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informed about the progress of the War and new regulations for civilians. Apart from newspapers 

there was no other reliable source of information. 

One impact of the War was that works of German literature by authors such as Goethe and 

Schiller were withdrawn from the shelves in January 1915.  

Mr Philip, as a special constable, was also instrumental in organising volunteers to act as air raid 

wardens; there were nearly 3,000 in the town who conducted regular patrols and looked after the 

10 shelters. The danger from air raids was being reported as early as October 1914. Gravesend 

was a target because of the proximity of London and the docks at Tilbury. The Mayor advised 

people to take shelter in cellars and that no warning would be given so when they heard gunfire 

they must take shelter.  

Sources: http://www.discovergravesham.co.uk/prominent-characters-during-ww1.html 

Various newspapers including the Coventry Evening Telegraph 

 
Retrace your steps to the junction and turn right onto Kings Street, which becomes Milton Road. 
Take care when crossing Queen Street. Take the first left into Berkley Road and take the second 
right into Bernard Street. Number 19 is on the right hand side. 
 

3. 19 Bernard Street, Alice Lawley. VAD – Salonika  

Alice Charlotte Lawley, (b 1888) and named after her mother, 

was the eldest child. Her father 

Henry worked on the railway 

as an engine fitter and she 

had a brother Frederick and 

sister Gladys. The family was 

well known in Bernard Street 

having lived there for over 30 

years. 

How Alice travelled to Salonika to join the Scottish Women’s Hospital we do not know. Salonika 

(Thessalonika) in Macedonia was a hub of military hospitals and an important port during WW1.  
Alice served as a nurse in the American Unit from October 1917 to November 1919 - it was called 

the American Unit as it was entirely supported by donations from America. She then nursed in the 

Girton Newnham unit (the original British Unit) until April 1920 when she returned home.  

 

The Scottish Women’s Hospitals were set up at the beginning 

of the War with 2 specific aims: firstly, to help the war effort by 

providing medical assistance and secondly, and equally 

importantly, to promote the cause of women’s rights and, by 

their involvement in the war, help win those rights. They were 

staffed by female doctors and at first the British Government 

did not support them. However, undeterred they offered their 

services to the Belgian, French and Serbian governments 

who welcomed their assistance with open arms and their first 

hospital opened in 1914 in Calais. 

These were a very brave band of women who worked in very 

difficult and dangerous situations, especially in Serbia where 

several lost their lives to disease. For more information visit http://scottishwomenshospitals.co.uk/      

http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/139.html 

http://www.discovergravesham.co.uk/prominent-characters-during-ww1.html
http://scottishwomenshospitals.co.uk/
http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/139.html
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Retrace your steps and turn left onto Milton Road. Use the pedestrian crossing to take a closer 
look at the Clock Tower.  

 

4. Gravesend Clock Tower  

This 50 foot high clock tower was an important focal point 

for Gravesend. As the 

Forces relied on men 

volunteering, until the 

introduction of 

conscription in 1916, 

recruiting meetings 

were designed to 

appeal to patriotism and 

so a band playing stirring martial music was an integral part of 

the proceedings. Often there were personal testimonies from 

men who had fought on the Front. 

Just after the Armistice was declared in November 1918 there 

was a civic ceremony here with the Mayor and important local 

people, which would have included representatives from the 

voluntary organisations which had supported the Home Front during the War. All public lighting 

was reinstated and shops were allowed to be illuminated. 

 

Sources: various newspapers of the time 

 
Return to where you were using the same pedestrian crossing and walk straight ahead down the 
A226 on the left hand side. At the junction with The Terrace, turn left to see the site of 32 The 
Terrace (now flats). 
 

5. 32 The Terrace (now a block of flats), John McKenzie Brown  

John McKenzie Brown (b 1876) married Christine in 1909 and was living at 32 The Terrace with 

his 3 children aged under 5, John, Christina and Kathleen, when he enlisted with the Royal 

Engineers on the 2 January 1915 in Gravesend. He was sent 

to Aldershot for training but was found to be medically unfit to 

be a soldier due to problems with his legs and so was 

honourably discharged from service after 14 days.  

 

In 1916 the Silver War Badge was 

introduced for men that had been 

honourably discharged so that others 

knew they had tried to do their patriotic 

duty and John would have been entitled to this badge.  

 

Sources: Lives of the First World War and http://www.1914-

1918.net/soldiers/swbrecords.html 

 

 

http://www.1914-1918.net/soldiers/swbrecords.html
http://www.1914-1918.net/soldiers/swbrecords.html
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Take great care in crossing The Terrace to follow the side road signed 'To Riverside'. Turn left 
onto Royal Pier Road. Look out for a pathway on your right that takes you to the riverside for a 
good view of the approximate location of the Pontoon. 

 

6. Pontoon Bridge to Tilbury 

A floating bridge made from 70 lighters and 14 inch timbers, across the 

river between Tilbury and Gravesend built at the request of the war 

department to allow troops to cross 

more easily. It also served as a 

barrier should the enemy fleet 

attempt to sail up the Thames to 

attack London. A 600 foot centre 

section of bridge could be moved to 

allow home vessels through. It was 

still in use in 1917 when it was hit by a ship. 

Courtesy IWM and various newspapers. 

 

Retrace your steps to turn right back onto Royal Pier Road. When you are in line with the church, 
located on your left, turn right down the alley called Talbot Place. There are steps and a ramp to 
read about the ferry services in the past.  
 

7. The Ferry Boat service across the Thames 

Troops also used the Ferry Boat service between Tilbury and Gravesend to cross the Thames. 
The pier that was used lies to the west of the Town Pier. A little further to the west along the 
riverside are the remains of the Gravesend West Street Station.  
If troops arrived at West Pier they could travel onwards by train, as there was a branch line to the 
pier with a station. The station consisted of 2 platforms with a turntable to turn the engines round. 
There was also a goods yard as this station being on the river could receive goods directly from 
ships. 
This postcard, sent to an address in Ilford, has the message ‘We have just come across the river 
in this boat- had a lovely voyage- calm sea, no torpedoes’ 
 
Sources: 

http://www.disused-

stations.org.uk 

kentinww1.com  
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.disused-stations.org.uk/
http://www.disused-stations.org.uk/
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Retrace your steps to West Street keeping on the right hand side of the road. After the roundabout 
you will see a residential building called the Maltings on the opposite side of the road. To your 
right, looking up, you will see a shrimp logo built into the wall of the flats. 
 

8. Russell’s Brewery West Street and Albert Holden 

Russell’s Brewery was a long established business in West Street with 

extensive wharves. Its trademark was a shrimp, which can still be seen in 

the brickwork of some of the buildings which have replaced it. Even some of 

the trams had shrimps on them to advertise the brewery. 

There is evidence of the brewery on both sides of West Street, as on the 

opposite side of the road to the building pictured here, 

there is The Maltings, now a residential block. 

Albert Jacobs Holden (b 1882) was a Brewery 

Coppersidesman at Russell’s. He was the youngest of 5 

brothers and also had a sister. Albert married Clara in 

1906 and they had a son, Stanley, and daughter, Vera, the 

family lived at 22 Wellington Street. 

Albert enlisted with the Royal West Kent Regiment for 

the duration of the War on January 2nd 1915 in Gravesend, 

and was entitled to pay, which was a shilling a day. On the 5 January Private Holden, service 

number 5198, joined the 7th Service Battalion in Maidstone for initial training. The battalion 

moved to Colchester in April 1915 and then onto Salisbury Plain for final training in May 1915. He 

should have been granted Embarkation leave at some point during July 1915 as the battalion 

landed in Le Havre at the end of July. 

He was injured at the Front on the 7 August 1916 but not seriously. Unfortunately, he was not so 

lucky on the 30th of September 1916 when he was killed in action at Thiepval on the Somme. 

Having no known grave he is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 

Clara had to provide her marriage certificate and the children’s birth certificates to the War Office 

to claim Widow’s Pension. After 8 months she received a pension of 22 shillings a week. Army 

pensions were not given as a right and the War Office could refuse to pay a pension if they felt the 

recipient was unworthy. Clara’s financial worries were compounded by the War Office keeping 

her documents for 5 months. Clara needed these in order to be able to access money in a club 

into which Albert had paid.  

Source: Lives of the First World War Army record of Albert Holden. 

  

You will need to cross the road carefully to get to the other side, as there is no pavement on the 
river side of the road for a short distance. Use the crossing points at the roundabout to get back to 
the river side of the road and take the pathway that leads you nearer to the river. The path takes 
you to the left along the riverside towards the approximate site of the yacht club. 
 

9. New Thames Yacht Club, Clifton Marine Parade 

The New Thames Yacht Club, formerly known as the Clifton 

Hotel, was lent by the owner and became a VAD Hospital in 

1914. It was staffed by members of Kent VAD 42 with Kent 37, 

the men’s detachment, providing a night guard. It had 86 beds 

and very quickly became full. The first patients, 56 Belgian 
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soldiers, arrived on 15 October 1914. An operating theatre was installed and X-ray equipment 

donated; this being connected to the electricity supply by the Imperial Paper Mills Company, 

who also paid the costs of running the machine. It was 

damaged by a bomb in 1915, fortunately without serious 

injuries. It was reopened and ran until 1919. The site is 

now part of the Imperial Retail Park.  

Sources: http://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/yachtclub.html   Lost 

Hospitals of London and Kent Care for the Wounded 

  

 

 

The path continues to take you along the river side where river traffic continued during WW1. 
 

10. The boats on the River 

On the 18th August 1914, boats were ordered not to leave the 

Thames Estuary and during that week, many tugs and their 

pilots from Gravesend were taken over by the Admiralty. 

Source: Kent Messenger 22/8/1914 

 

This is an eye witness account of the L32 being shot down by 

Second Lieutenant Frederick Sowrey of 39 Squadron: 

 

25/9/16 

Hope you are safe, thought about you also Mr B AT Brixton, we 

were up until nearly 3 a.m., saw the one that came down near 

Billericay splendidly, what a noise there was, every blower 

hooted and whistles went amid cheers and clapping. We heard 

the bombs dropping quite distinctly here. Give my love to Maude 

Love Effie. 

 

All the crew died and were given a military funeral.  

 

Continuing along the path, you join Clifton Marine Parade and will see The White House on your 
right and the old railway tracks on your left. 
 

11. Imperial Paper Mills, Great War Memorial Plaque 

Imperial Paper Mills, the trading name of Amalgamated  Press, supplied the newsprint industry 

and was one of two paper mill works along this stretch along the Thames; the other being 

Bowater Paper Mills Ltd. 

The White House housed the offices and used to have a 

pitched roof, but this was removed to make way for a third 

floor.  

There used to be two plaques, one either side of the 

entrance to The White House. One plaque commemorated the 

workers who lost their lives in the Great War and the other 

was to the business’ owner, Alfred Harmsworth, Viscount 

Northcliffe, who founded The Daily Mirror and became the 

http://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/yachtclub.html
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owner of The Times newspaper. 

On the opposite side of the road to The White House, the railway tracks which are still visible 

would have been used to bring in the pulp required for paper making. Imperial Paper Mills used 

‘fireless’ locomotives in order to avoid sparks common with regular steam trains of the period.  

Source: kentrail.org.uk, geograph.org.uk 

 

Continue on the right hand side of Clifton Marine Parade, which becomes The Shore, going over 
the bridge, and cross the road carefully and take the one-way street, up an incline on your left, 
before The Shore bears sharply to the left. Keeping on the right hand side you will see the site of 
Rosherville VAD Hospital on your right. 
 

12. Burch Road, Rosherville VAD Hospital 

A disused hotel in Burch Road opened in November 1914 

to deal with the sheer number of wounded troops. Local 

people were responsible for equipping the rooms and a 

motor ambulance was donated. During the War men 

treated here; as well those from Britain; included troops 

from Belgium, Australia, New Zealand and Canada.  

 

Source: http://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/rosherville.html 

 

 

 

Crossing the road carefully, a little further along the road on your left, is the site of 11 Burch Road, 

now Cyril Hall Court. 

 

 

13. The Limes, 11 Burch Road - the Buckle family 

home (Now Cyril Hall Court) 

Harold Sidney Buckle (b 1889) was a clerk with the 

Commercial Union Fire Insurance. He lived at The Limes, 11 

Burch Road, now rebuilt as Cyril Hall Court, with his father 

Henry - a clerk with the Port of London Authority - mother 

Emily and 2 sisters Grace and Dorothy. Harold  joined the 

Miscellaneous Depot at Crystal Palace as a Sub- Lieutenant 

in May of 1915.The depot at Crystal Palace was a training 

establishment for the Royal Navy and men either went to sea 

from there or were part of the Royal Naval Division which fought alongside the Army. Harold 

applied for sea service but was turned down and retained at the Depot. He survived the War.  

Source: Lives of the First World War 

 

Continue up Burch Road and turn left onto London Road which quickly becomes Overcliffe. After 
the junction with Lennox Road you will see 28 Overcliffe on the opposite side of the road. 
 

 

 

 

http://ezitis.myzen.co.uk/rosherville.html
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14. 28 Overcliffe – the Terry family home 

Cyril Stanley Terry (b 1891) lived here with his father. Cyril 

was a civil engineer on the 1911 census and so it seems 

appropriate that he joined the Royal Engineers in May 

1915. After training he was transferred to the East Africa 

Expeditionary Force and embarked in February 1916 

with the Cable Section. The campaign in East Africa was 

conducted in very difficult conditions and many men 

succumbed to disease – Cyril survived and returned home 

in March 1918. 

Source: Lives of the First World War 

 
Continue along Overcliffe and you will see Pioneer Court on the other side of the road, believed to 
be the site of 4 Overcliffe. 

 

15. 4 Overcliffe, Hilda Crook VAD nurse (Now Pioneer Court) 

Hilda was a volunteer nurse with the VAD at the Yacht Club from 

October 1914. Hilda also worked at All Hallows and Great Higham.  

Her mother, Annie, and sister, Olive, lived here in 1911 with 3 

servants. Hilda and her father Francis; who was a solicitor; were 

away from home. Olive was engaged to marry Lieutenant Herbert 

Waddy of the Gloucestershire Regiment in November 1915 with the 

marriage taking place in the Spring of 1916 and he survived the War. 

 

Hilda commenced her voluntary service as a nurse but then 

trained as a masseuse. This training course was only available to 

those who showed a real talent and dedication. Massage was 

particularly useful to mobilise limbs and for those with amputations, 

so the women who trained for this work had to have a real empathy 

with their patients. Other talented nurses were trained as 

radiographers and both of these skills were much in demand. 

Source: Red Cross 

 

Cross the road at the pedestrian crossing, walk to the junction with Darnley Road and use the 
crossing to arrive on the left hand side of Darnley Road. Turn left at the pub into Barrack Row to 
walk towards the Railway Station, which will be on your right. 
 

16. The Railway Station  

At 5.30p.m. on the 4 August 1914 the men of the local 

companies of the Kent Garrison Artillery boarded trains waved 

off by a crowd of local people. All through the War wounded 

men arrived on ambulance trains and were cared for by VAD 

personnel whilst waiting for transport - sometimes there were 

so many wounded that local people would lend their cars for 

this purpose.  

Source: Kent Care for the Wounded 
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Continue up the hill and cross the road with care and turn left onto Stone Street. Continue as this 
becomes Princes Street and you will find St George's Church on your left hand side. 
 

17. St George's Church 

Charles Edward Constant 
was a fisherman living with 
his 6 siblings and widowed 
mother in Thames Terrace 
before the War; he was also 
a bell ringer at the Church. 
He was serving as an AB on 

board the SS Marquette 

when it was torpedoed on 

the 23rd October 1915. The ship had left Alexandria bound for 

Salonika carrying British troops and No.1 New Zealand 

Stationary Hospital, which included 36 nurses of the New 

Zealand Army Nursing Service and staff from the New Zealand 

Medical Corps. Charles was one of those who died and death 

toll also oinclude some of the New Zealand nurses. 

Charles is remembered on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. 

Sources: http://kcacr.org.uk/association/world-war-1-records/roll-of-honour 

http://navymuseum.co.nz/worldwar1/ships/hmt-marquette/ 

Lives of the First World War 

 

Gravesend Red Trail  
Distance: 2.3 miles (3.7km) 

Parking: Parrock Street Car Park DA12 1ER 

 
It is understood that the site of 46 Parrock Street actually lies within the area that is now Parrock 
Street Car Park. 
 

1. 46 Parrock Street- The role of the postal service (Now the site of Parrock 

Street Car Park) 

Postcards were the only way in which families could keep in touch 

during the War. The air raids caused another concern for families and 

this postcard shows how they were able to reassure each other that all 

was well. With 5 deliveries a day during the War it was possible for 

people to receive news within a day. 

 

 

Staying on the right side of the road, turn right out of the car park onto Parrock Street. Turn right 
into Clarence Place and carefully cross the road into Windmill Gardens on your left to view the 
War Memorial. 

 

 

 

http://kcacr.org.uk/association/world-war-1-records/roll-of-honour
http://navymuseum.co.nz/worldwar1/ships/hmt-marquette/


Page 14 of 25 
 

 

2. The War Memorial, Windmill Hill 

There are 565 names on Gravesend's Town War Memorial on Windmill Hill. The memorial was 

unveiled in 1922 by General Lord Home. Approximately 20 tons of granite were used in its 

construction. 

Source:  www.discovergravesham.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return to Clarence Place and turn left. On the left you will find Rouge Lane. Turn up the lane and 
climb the stone steps into Windmills Gardens and see the granite markers at the top of the grass 
incline. 

 

3. Windmill Hill the 3 granite markers 

The L10 Zeppelin flew a figure of eight course over Gravesend dropping HE 
(High Explosive) bombs and incendiaries. During this raid the nurse’s 
quarters at Gravesend Hospital were set ablaze and there was damage to 
the Yacht Club VAD Hospital. 12 
were injured but there were no 
fatalities. For more information see 
Stop 12. 
 
 
 

Sources; 
http://www.iancastlezeppelin.co.uk 

http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com  

 

 
 
Retrace your steps to Clarence Place and turn left. Turn left again when you reach Windmill 
Street. Continue up the left hand side of this road and see Portland Villas up and to your left. 
 

 

 

http://www.discovergravesham.co.uk/
http://www.iancastlezeppelin.co.uk/
http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/
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4. 3 Portland Villas, Windmill Street 

Charles Henry Avenell was a wholesale Tea Dealer in Old Kent 

Road, London operating as an agent and would have travelled 

to his business by train every day. He lived with his wife Annie 

Maria, and four children Leslie 

Pierce (1891), William Perrie 

(1892) Annie Blanche (1894) 

and Kathleen Mary (1900). The 

2 sons worked in the family 

business with their father; 

William emigrated to Canada 

before the War and neither son is recorded as serving during 

the War.  Daughter Annie Blanche (known as Blanche to 

distinguish her from her mother) volunteered at the Yacht Club 

VAD Hospital as a part time orderly from August 1914. 

Orderlies were used to perform the basic tasks such as 

scrubbing floors, cleaning the wards, sluices and kitchens and washing the men - they did not 

nurse.  

 

Source: Red Cross 

 
Cross Windmill Street with care as it is a busy road. Turn right so that you leave Portland Villas 
behind you to the right. Turn left into Portland Road, where you will immediately see 33 Portland 
Road on your right. 
 

5. 33 Portland Road, Lewis Cummaford Martin  

Lewis Martin joined the Kent 37 

VAD in September 1914. He was a 

section leader the Yacht Club - 

which the men from Kent 37 

guarded at night. He was also on 

convoy duty; there was a rest 

station set up at the railway station 

so that when the convoys of wounded came through they could be 

cared for whilst awaiting transportation. Also, men who were 

travelling further were provided with refreshments. Lewis Martin’s 

VAD card mentions him leaving to join the Forces. We have been 

unable to find any records for him but believe he survived the War.  

 

Source: Red Cross 

 

Continue along Portland Road and turn left onto Wrotham Road. Take care to cross this road to 
turn right into Kent Road. You will see 12 Kent Road on your right. 
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6. 12 Kent Road, home of Alex Philip 

Alex Philip (b 1880) was an extremely capable organiser who 

worked many hours in a voluntary capacity organising 3,000 

volunteers in air raid patrols. He was also the Food Control Officer 

for Gravesend from 1917 – a vital role as food shortages due to the 

U-boat sinking of merchant shipping were causing shortages and 

rising prices. There is a report of a Dover Food Control committee 

meeting in Dover in early 1918 where it was mentioned that the 

Food Control Committee in Gravesend had set up a shop to sell 

food directly to the public to ensure that everyone had equal access 

to supplies - this sounds the type of thing which Alex Philip would 

have thought of. 

 

Sources:   http://www.discovergravesham.co.uk/prominent-characters-during-ww1.html 

     Dover Express- Friday 8 February 1918 

 
Carry on along Kent Road and then turn right onto Darnley Road. After crossing Essex Road you 
will find 121 and 123 Darnley Road on your right behind a tall hedge. 
 

7. 121 and 123 Darnley Road - neighbours who were volunteers  

Next door neighbours Mrs 

Frances Playfane of 121 

Darnley Road and Mrs 

Madeline Ryder of 123 

Darnley Road both found 

time to volunteer their 

services with the VAD at the 

Yacht Club Hospital. 

Frances had been a member of the VAD since 1910 and was 

an assistant nurse at the Yacht Club until November 1918 and Madeline was a cook at the Yacht 

Club from October 1914 to May 1917.  

  

 

 
Source: Red Cross 

 
 
 
 

http://www.discovergravesham.co.uk/prominent-characters-during-ww1.html
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Continue along the right hand side of Darnley Road, crossing Trafalgar Road, until the junction 
with Arthur Street, where you will see Heritage Court on the opposite side of the road. This is the 
former site of 74 Darnley Road. 
 

8. 74 Darnley Road (since rebuilt) - The Loft family Home  

The Loft family consisted of the head of the family Thomas J Loft ( b 1857) who was a 

tobacconist dealer trading under the name of TB Loft and Co 

Ltd  with outlets at 4 Town Pier, High Street and 40 New Road 

Gravesend. He was married to Annie and had 2 daughters and 

3 sons.  

His eldest son Thomas Beale 

(b 1894) assisted his father 

with the business before the 

War. He enlisted with the 8th 

Battalion County of London Regiment on the 15th February 

1916 as a Rifleman. He was sent to the Western Front in 

September 1916 and returned home on leave for 2 weeks in 

early November 1917. He was captured on the 30th November 

1917 and spent the rest of the War as a POW. He was returned 

to England in December 1918 and released by the Army in February 1919, as he had been offered 

back his old job as Managing Director of the company firm.  

The next son was Hubert Charles (b 1895) who did not serve with the 

Forces but was a member of the VAD at the Yacht Club from 1914 to 

1919. At first he used his personal car to transport patients to the 

hospital from the railway station but when petrol restrictions were 

brought in he acted as an orderly at the hospital. 

Their youngest brother Frederick 

Stanly (b1897) does not seem to 

have served. 

The eldest daughter, also called Annie (b 1883), was a member 

of the VAD and worked in the linen room at the Yacht Club. 

 
 

Source: Army records, Ancestry and British Red Cross 
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Turn right into Arthur Street and carefully cross the road in order to take the left turn into Cambrian 
Grove. Number 2 is on your left. 
 

9. 2 Cambrian Grove, Fred Cosgrove 

Fred Cosgrove was born in 1885. His parents lived in 

Wellington Street and he was one of four sons and two 

daughters - his father was listed on the 1911 census as an 

army pensioner. By the time War broke out Fred had 

married Theresa, had 2 children and was living in Cambrian 

Grove. Fred volunteered for the Mercantile Marine and 

sailed on board HMS Clan McNaughton which was an armed 

merchant cruiser. On board with him in 1915 were 2 other 

local men Frederick Benson and Edgar Joel. The ship was 

lost on the 3rd February 1915 in atrocious weather off the 

coast of Ireland.  

Fred’s younger brother Louis George (b 1898) enlisted in 

Gravesend and was serving a Private 273083 with the 

Durham Light Infantry when he was killed on the 15th 

September 1917. He is buried at St Martin Calvaire British Cemetery, St Martin-sur-Cojeul near 

Arras. 

 

The Cosgrove brothers are remembered on the Christchurch War Memorial Gravesend. 

Sources:  http://www.kentadvice.co.uk, http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?382,  

Lives of the First World War 

 
Continue up Cambrian Grove, turn right onto Spencer Street and then right into Cutmore Street, 
where Number 42 is on your left. 
 

10. 42 Cutmore Street – the Bradbrook family home 

On the 1911 census Joseph Bradbrook (b 1886) was living with 

his sister, Elizabeth, and her husband, Frederick, at number 33 

Cutmore Street and he was a ships fireman on the Orient 

Line. Between then and the outbreak of War he married, moved 

to number 42 Cutmore Street, started work at the Imperial 

Paper Mills, Gravesend and had a daughter Alice, who was 

born in December 1913. 

Joseph enlisted with the Royal Engineers at Gravesend and 

was with the Inland Water Transport in Mesopotamia (Iraq) 

when he died on the 11th March 1918. He is buried at the Basra 

War Cemetery.  

The lack of river transport had led to serious reversals in the 

campaign in Mesopotamia as the Allies had been unable to 

reinforce troops or even supply those who were fighting. From 

1917 the Inland Water Transport played an important role 

transporting men and guns on the River Tigris, which enabled the Allies to make advances and 

ultimately to capture Baghdad. 

Source: https://archive.org/details/inlandwatertrans00hall 

http://www.kentadvice.co.uk/
http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?382
https://archive.org/details/inlandwatertrans00hall
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Continue along Cutmore Street, turn left onto Arthur Street. Turn right onto Clifton Grove, continue 
along the footpath and then left onto Trafalgar Road. Turn right onto Wrotham Road and shortly 
after turn right where the sign shows 'Bat and Ball Ground' to view the cricket ground which lies 
behind the pub. 
 

11. Gravesend Cricket Club - The Bat and Ball Ground 

This was a long established cricket ground where county cricket was played and where in 1895 

W.C. Grace scored 257 runs. The Charity match for the Mayor of Gravesend’s Fund for Wounded 

Soldiers in June 1916 was between the Kent Fortress Engineers and the Artist Rifles. Although the 

Kent Fortress Engineers included several county cricketers in 

their team they were beaten by the Artist’s Rifles by one run.  

The Kent Fortress Royal Engineers were a territorial force 

before the War with a 

number of companies in 

Kent and No 5 Electric 

Light Company were 

based in Gravesend. When 

War was declared the 

existing companies formed a number of units for service 

overseas. The drill halls were in Milton Road and Windmill 

Street and apart from the above were used by several other 

military units. 

 

Source: Kent and Sussex Courier June 1916. 

 
Retrace your steps to Wrotham Road and use the zebra crossing to cross the road. Continue 
along the right hand side of the road and see 48 and 50 Wrotham Road on your right just opposite 
Arthur Street. 
 

12. 48 and 50 Wrotham Road - houses destroyed in air raid 

This air raid was conducted by the L10 Zeppelin. Other properties damaged during the raid were 

in Windmill Street, Wingfield Road, Peppercroft Street, Brandon Street, Cobham Street, Woodville 

Terrace and Bath Street. It is believed that the Zeppelin was aiming for Tilbury Docks. 

Residents had grown used to hearing the sound of gunfire and air 

raids but this raid brought home how great the risks were. Also see 

Stop 3 for more information. 

 

Sources: 

http://www.iancastlezeppelin.co.uk 

http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com 

 

 

 

Continue along Wrotham Road to the junction with Zion Place on your right. You will see the 
Masonic Hall on the opposite side of the road. 
 
 

http://www.iancastlezeppelin.co.uk/
http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/
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13. The Masonic Hall (since rebuilt on the original site) 

The Lodge of Sympathy met at the Masonic Hall regularly; 2 of their members were to give their 

lives in the First World War.  

Canteen Steward 68255, Wilfred John Townrow, was married to Minnie with a son and three 

daughters and living at 46 Havelock Road, Gravesend when he died when the HMS India was 

torpedoed on the 8th August 1915 - he was aged 47. The HMS India was an ocean liner built in 

1896 and owned by Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co (P&O) and was hired by the 

Royal Navy for use as an armed merchant cruiser. Wilfred (also known just as John) Townrow 

was a steward on the 1911 census; it is possible was on the ‘India’ at the time .He could have 

joined the mercantile marine reserve when the’ India’ was hired by the Navy and was converted to  

an armed merchant cruiser the HMS India. The records of the 

mercantile marine have been lost so we cannot be certain.  

HMS India was part of the Northern Patrol and searching 

neutral ships and in Norwegian waters which were neutral 

when she was torpedoed by a U-boat against the Geneva 

Convention. She sank quickly with Wilfred Townrow being 

one of the 160 men who were lost with 141 being saved. 

Some of them, including the captain, spent the rest of the War 

as prisoners of War.  

Cecil Lewis Bare had only joined the Lodge in the Spring of 1914 and had married Nellie Rose in 

April 1914. He was working as an engine fitter in Gravesend but we are not certain when he joined 

the Royal Engineers at Woolwich. It could be that he was in the territorial’s as he was part of the 

59th Battalion who were sent to France as part of the British Expeditionary Force immediately 

War was declared. Sapper Cecil Bare 13732 was killed in action on 18th November 1914 and 

having no known grave is commemorated at the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial. 

Sources: http://www.naval-history.net/xDKCas1915-08Aug.htm 

http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?11840, https://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk 

http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/order-of-battle-of-divisions/5th-division 

 

Turn right just into Zion Place and you will see Number 9 Zion Place on your right. 
 

14. 9 Zion Place - the Dodd family  

Two of the sons of William and Lois Dodd were to die during the War. 

Frank, the eldest, was born in 1885 and before the War he was a 

Grocers Assistant still living with his parents. He joined the Middlesex 

Regiment and died of his wounds on the 18th May 1917.  

Percy Edward, (b 1893) and a boot seller’s assistant when he left 

school, died on the first day of the Battle of the Somme 1st July 1916 

and has no known grave so is remembered on the Thiepval 

memorial. He was a private with the 1st Battalion the London Scottish 

Regiment service number S/1897. 

William Jnr. was the eldest son and he survived the War having joined 

up in October 1914 and served with the Royal Engineers. 

The Dodd brothers are remembered on the Christchurch War 

Memorial Gravesend. 

Sources: http://www.kentadvice.co.uk, Lives of the First World War  

http://www.naval-history.net/xDKCas1915-08Aug.htm
http://www.wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?11840
https://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk/
http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/order-of-battle-of-divisions/5th-division
http://www.kentadvice.co.uk/
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Continue along Zion Place and turn left onto Windmill Street. After a small turn on your right and a 
turn on your left, turn right and then turn left onto Parrock Street. Just opposite Manor Road on 
your left is 183 Parrock Street. 
 

15. 183 Parrock Street - Football during the War - Harold Porter 

Before the War, Kent had a very active amateur Football League 

with several divisions, cup competitions and youth teams. 

Immediately War was declared Kent was one of the first counties 

to suspend all activity with many players joining the forces. 

Indeed the President of the Association, Colonel Griffiths, was 

to serve and was killed during the War. 

During the War the only football activity was various charity 

matches which were arranged between different regiments to 

raise funds for local good causes. 

Harold Porter, as Chairman of the Association, sent a letter to the 

county’s newspapers on the 26th November 1918 encouraging 

the teams to reform so that a league could commence again. This 

was to give the returning troops the opportunity to start to rebuild 

their lives.  

Source: Folkestone, Hythe, Sandgate and Cheriton Herald December 14th 1918. 

 

Retrace your steps along Parrock Street, ignoring the turn to the right, such that you return to 

Parrock Street Car Park. 

 

Other Points of Interest 
 

John W Atkins was born in 1894 at 33 Elliott Street, Gravesend and 

attended Milton Road School, which was also known as the Duck 

Pond. On leaving school, John worked as a butcher’s assistant but 

also helped his father who ran a business as a carter and coal porter. 

The horses to pull the carts were stabled on land opposite 33 Elliott 

Street and John helped to care for them. 

John joined the Royal Field Artillery in August 1914 and, after training, 

was sent with the British Expeditionary Force to France in April 

1915. He served first as a gunner and then as a driver working with a team of six horses. He 

remained on the Western Front, apart from a short home leave, until the 16th of April 1917 when 

he was wounded severely by an exploding shell.  

John was sent to Netley Hospital near Southampton and was a patient there for over 2 months. It 

took John over a year to be declared fit for active service and some of this time he spent at home 

convalescing. He was finally declared fit and returned to France in October 1918.  
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After John was demobbed in May 1919 he worked for a firm 

called Beavans in their barge yard and worked his way up to 

foreman. He also worked on the tugs at Gravesend and on 

the Maunsell Forts defending the Thames. 

Our thanks to Sandra Wood for sharing these memories of 

her Grandfather.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Local forces in Kent Thameside were both units of the regular army based at Milton 

Barracks at Gravesend and part-timers of the Volunteer Training Corps (later called the 

Volunteer Force), with companies at Dartford and Gravesend. These would have been 

defending Milton Barracks at Gravesend which was a transit camp for troops to and from 

foreign service. 

 

 

 

 North Fleet Dockyard 

Due to shortages of timber and steel during the War concrete ships 

were put into production. Although they still needed an iron mesh as 

part of their construction this was much less than for a traditional 

vessel.  

Here you can see women workers preparing the iron works for the 

construction of concrete ships at Stewart Concrete Ship Co., 

Northfleet Dockyard, Gravesend, June 1918. 

Courtesy IWM  www.warhistoryonline.com 

 

 

 

 Captain Robert Campbell, 1st Battalion East Surrey Regiment, was 

being held in Magdeburg POW camp in Germany having been 

captured in August 1914 in northern France.  He heard news that his 

mother was dying of cancer and wrote a letter asking to be allowed to 

see her, giving his word that he would return to captivity. Permission 

for compassionate leave was granted by the Kaiser and Captain 

Campbell travelled home to Gravesend in 1916 to spend a week with 

his mother, Louise, who passed away in February 1917. He returned 

to resume his captivity in Germany until the end of the war.  

Courtesy www.forces-war-records.co.uk  
                           http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-23957605 

  

http://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-23957605
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Gravesend Trail Quiz 

 
1. The Clock Tower where recruitment meetings and a civic ceremony was 
held is 30 foot high. 

 

True/False 

2.  The library remained open during the War to keep people informed. 

 
True/False 

3.  A floating pontoon bridge linked Gravesend to Tilbury. 

 
True/False 

4. The New Thames Yacht Club VAD Hospital still exists.  

 
True/False 

5. You can see the octopus logo of the Russell’s Brewery on the side of the 
modern buildings 

 

True/False 

6. The men of the local companies of the Kent Garrison Artillery boarded 
trains at Gravesend station in December 1914. 

 

True/False 

7. There are 565 names on Gravesend's Town War Memorial on Windmill 
Hill. 

 

True/False 

8. Fred Cosgrove sailed on board the HMS Clan McNaughton. 

 
True/False 

9. The Charity cricket match for the Mayor of Gravesend’s Fund for 
Wounded Soldiers in June 1916 was won by the Artist’s Rifles. 
 

True/False 

10. League Football continued to be played in Kent throughout the War. 

 
True/False 

 

 

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 

mailto:info@kentww1.com
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Gravesend Trail Maps 
 

Blue Trail 
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Red Trail 

 


