
Dover
Orange Trail

First World War
Walking Trail

Revealing the history of local people, 
places and events

This trail was devised by Darrienne Price in 
partnership with Terry Sutton

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical 
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk. 

Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full 
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the 

quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

Dover Patrol Flotilla Memorial (above)
The Dover Patrol Flotilla was a fund for the 
widows and orphans of men who died while 
serving in the Dover patrol. One method of 
fundraising used was the sale of postcards. 
There is a mural table located Canterbury 
Cathedral.

Dover Patrol Memorial (above)
The Dover Patrol had the job of protecting ships 
crossing the channel; these ships could have 
been carrying troops, munitions for food sup-
plies. The Memorial commemorates the over 
2,000 men that died protecting our shore.

Sources: Dover Memorial Project

Swingate Down Airfield (bottom left)
The landing ground was opened in August 
1914 and acted as the last stop before planes 
would cross into France. 

Source: Pharos Magazine, Dover Memorial 
Project

Nearby Places:



Folkestone Road, corner with 
Shakespeare Road- Railway 
line closed and replacement 
bus service10

Workers coming into Dover from 
Folkestone by rail had to travel 
via Canterbury after a landslip 
in December 1915 closed the 
railway line. Eventually in 1917 
the military authorities allowed 
a replacement bus service to 
be run from Folkestone along 
Folkestone Road. The road 
was in a bad state with much 
damage to vehicles reported.

66 Church Rd- The Fittall family16
Robert lived here 
with his parents 
George and 
Jesse he was an 
old St. Martin’s 
boy. He went 
with the Royal 
Field Artillery 
Territorials 
to India at 
Christmas 1914 
and then to 
Mesopotamia. 
He survived 
the War and 
returned home 
having had no 
home leave.

357 Folkestone Rd site of the 
Orange Tree Public House11

Mr H Sergeant, an ex 
soldier, was the landlord 
and he also provided 
motor transport for the 
Navy and Army Canteen 
Board. Stringent licensing 
laws meant that; in 
addition to sale of alcohol 
being restricted to 2 hours 
at lunchtime; no member 
of the forces was allowed 
to be served alcohol until 
the evening.

St Martin’s Church14
The work party at St Martin’s 
gathered together clothing 
for Belgian refugees and sent 
the collection to the Maison 
Dieu Hall. Clothing from Dover 
and Kent was parcelled up 
for distribution to Belgian 
Refugees in England and those 
who had fled to France or been 
displaced in Belgium.

125 Folkestone Road 
Edward John Widgeon’s 
Butchers shop1

The government brought in 
rationing in 1918, to counteract 
shortages of food caused by 
German U-boat activity in the 
Atlantic, ensuring everyone had a 
certain amount of food. However, 
even with rationing, the rising 
prices meant that many people 
from Dover could not afford to 
buy their full entitlement of meat.

24 Westbury Road- Robus family4
Emily Robus was living here 
when her eldest son George 
was killed in the Faversham 
Uplees Gunpowder Factory 
explosion on Sunday 2nd 
April 1916. 109 men and 
boys were killed in the 
explosion. The manufacture 
of munitions and explosives 
was very dangerous and 
accidents were frequent but 
this was the worst one in Kent 
during the War. George left a 
widow and three children.

41 Longfield Road , opposite 36, Stanley Johnson 
grocer and coal merchant9

Stanley Johnson had to bring in 
rationing for his customers as 
coal was rationed from 1916. 
Households were allowed an 
amount per month depending 
on how many rooms they had. 
Extra transport costs caused by 
coal being transported by rail 
rather than by sea due to the 
activity of U-boats pushed up 
prices in Dover.

Clarendon Street – Road Sign2
The family of local man 
William Faggetter (sometimes 
spelt Faggether) was living in 
Clarendon Street when they 
received news of his death 
on the 18th of June 1915. 
His widow had to apply for 
a widow’s pension for herself 
and their children- the pension 
was not automatically given.

2 Belgrave Road- The Jones family6
Tom; a railway porter; and 
Sarah’s daughter Elsie joined 
the VAD and passed her Red 
Cross exams in November 
1914. She worked in various 
hospitals and in September 
1918 she went to France to 
work in the military hospital 
where she was still serving in 
April 1919.

St Martin’s School 15
Mr. Smith was headmaster at 
St Martin’s School who took 
over the Scout troop when 
Mr. Eaves resigned. Mr. Smith 
himself joined the Royal Navy 
in April 1918. Scouts based 
here collected waste paper and 
donated the proceeds to the 
Royal Victoria Hospital. Eggs 
were also collected for the 
hospital.

196 Folkestone Rd home of Mrs 
Eaves13

Daisy and Alfred (b 1886) 
had only been married six 
months when Alfred resigned 
as a school teacher and 
Scout leader at St Martin’s 
School and volunteered for 
the Army. Alfred lost his 
life in October in 1916 and 
is commemorated at the 
Thiepval Memorial.

Dover Orange 
Trail
Distance: approx 3.12km 
(just under 2 miles) 

Please respect the privacy of 
residents and use the trail in  
considerate manner to others. 

3
When Walter Meader 
was called up his wife 
took over running their 
off-licence. He served 
with the Royal Garrison 
Artillery until he invalided 
out of the Army because of 
illness. He was entitled to 
wear the Silver War Badge 
to show that he had done 
his duty.

95 Clarendon Place- The Meader family

13 Vale View Rd - Mr Gentry17
Mr. Gentry a timekeeper for the 
South Eastern and Chatham 
Railway Slip Yard in Waterloo 
Crescent did his bit for the War 
effort by sending parcels to 
stewards from cross channel 
boats who had joined the Forces 
and were serving at the Front.

14 Malmains Rd12
Reginald Lester was a 
nineteen old apprentice 
in the Mercantile Marine 
when his ship was 
torpedoed in 1916. He put 
his survival down to the 
swimming lessons he had 
at St Martin’s School where 
he was a member of the 
swimming team.

22 Winchelsea St- Kingsland family18
16 year old 
Sidney was an 
apprentice in 
the Mercantile 
Marine when 
the steamer he 
was serving on 
was attacked 
by a German 
submarine. 
His parents 
received a letter 
commending his 
bravery under 
fire as part of 
the gun crew. 
Both he and his 
brother Leslie 
survived the War.

5
Sadly for George and Alice 
Dennis the Armistice did 
not come soon enough 
to save the life of their 
eldest son George Cyril. 
He died, aged 18, on the 
11th of November 1918 
from wounds received on 
the 7th November 1918. 
He was the second young 
employee of the Dover 
Express to die in 1918.

148 Clarendon Street Home of CG Dennis

8 Longfield Road- The Dyer family7
Edward Dyer (b 
1875), who worked 
for the Post Office, 
was a member of 
the Territorials and 
mobilised to India at 
the outbreak of War 
with the Buffs. His 
regiment was then 
shipped to Aden where 
he died in action 
from heatstroke in 
September 1915 
leaving a widow and 
three young children.

8
Frederick Smith ran his bakers 
shop here, during the War he 
had to sell the national loaf 
made out of different grains 
which was brown; he could not 
sell white bread. Bread was 
not rationed and it’s price was 
controlled and people were 
encouraged to eat less bread.

36 Longfield Road Frederick 
Edward Smith baker

For leaflets * Voluntary Aid 
Detachment (VAD*) formed 
before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of 
the St John Ambulance. These 
men and women were mainly 
volunteers and served in vari-
ous roles including nursing, as 
stretcher bearers, cooks and 
drivers

Much of this trail is steep both going up 
and coming down. Please use designated 
crossings on Folkestone Road and also 
take care crossing the other roads.

There is on street car parking along the 
main road, we do not recommend the 
side streets as they are very steep and 
narrow. There is also very limited car 
parking at the Railway Station for which 
there is a charge or use the car parks 
in Dover which will add ¾ mile to your 
route.

Please note all pictures are from ML 
Price
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