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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a 
link to an app.  
Travel information 
By car: Postcode for the start of Blue Trail CT16 1DL, Postcode for the start of Burgundy Trail 
CT17 9AU, Postcode for the start of Orange Trail CT17 9SG    
 
By Train: Dover Priory Station is located along Folkestone Road, close to the end of the  
Burgundy trail   
 
Parking: On street parking is available throughout Dover. The car park at CT16 1RB can also be 
used.   
 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
Take care crossing all roads on the Dover trails, and use crossings where provided.  
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss, 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 
Trail specific information 
Please be aware that the Dover Orange route runs along some narrow roads with steep hills. 
Furthermore, throughout Dover many of the roads are very busy, including Townwall Street and 
Folkestone Road. Take care when crossing all roads on the trails and use crossings where 
provided. 
 
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Glossary 

 
RAMC stands for Royal Army Medical Corps 
 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly 
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.   
 
RFC The Royal Flying Corps was part of the Army and so the men held Army ranks and wore an 
Army uniform. Originally the role of the RFC was to undertake reconnaissance and artillery 
observation. As well as aircraft the RFC had a balloon section which was used on the front line to 
observe troop movements, these static balloons were obvious targets for enemy artillery and 
aircraft. 
 
RNAS The Royal Naval Air Service was part of the Navy and so the men held navy ranks and 
wore a Navy uniform. At the outbreak of the War the RNAS operated air ship stations around the 
coast. The airships were used in the Channel to spot for enemy submarines, mines and ships as 
were sea planes based around the coast. The RNAS also was tasked with defending the country 
from air attacks and also attacking Zeppelin bases in France. 

 
Introduction 

Dover was a key location during the First World War as a major embarkation port for all three 
services. Being home to the Dover Patrol, which was made up of various naval crafts including 
balloons and seaplanes, Dover was an important defence against the German Navy. The first 
bomb to fall on British soil in World War 1 fell close to Dover Castle on Christmas Eve 1914, and 
the threat from the sea saw a final tally of 23 shells landing on the town. 

During the subsequent air raids throughout the war, Dover residents used the local caves as 
shelter, including the Oil Mill Caves off Limekiln Road. From 1916 the Municipal Borough of 
Dover and much of the rural district of Dover was designated a special military area; residents 
would have seen patrols in places such as Kearsney, with civilians being required to show a pass 
to enter the area. Many of these civilians would have been travellers on their way to work in 
munitions production in the surrounding towns, and during the Faversham Uplees factory 
explosion on 2nd April 1916, four Dover men were killed. 

Those from Dover who served were present in all theatres of the First World War, not only on the 
Western Front. Many of the wounded returned through Dover, with Dover Marine Station being 
used for ambulance trains from 1915 onwards. 

This booklet is not a definitive guide to the First World War in Dover but we hope will give the 
reader an idea of the lives of the people of Dover during this important period of history. 

 

Darrienne Price 
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Blue Trail 
 

 Distance 3.96km (2.46 miles) 
 

Stop 1. Dover Patrol Zeebrugge Bell 
CT16 1DL Starting point - the Maison Dieu, on the corner of Ladywell.  

 

One of the famous actions of the Dover Patrol during the First World 
War was their raid on Zeebrugge in an attempt to block access by 
German submarines to the open sea via the ship canal, which linked 
their submarine pens to the harbour and then onto the English 
Channel. 
 
The operation took place on the 23rd April 1918 and involved about 
75 ships and over 1,700 men in a night-time operation. There was a 
diversionary action on the mole at Zeebrugge where men landed 
under extremely heavy fire to destroy gun emplacement and a bridge. 
Meanwhile block ships; old ships filled with concrete; undertook the 
main aim of the operation which was to block access to the ship 
canal by scuttling the block ships across the entrance. The operation 
was partially successful. 
 
The casualties to officers and men were 176 killed, 412 wounded, 
and 49 men were reported as missing. 
 

A few days later a similar operation took place in Ostend with less success 
 
For more details visit http://www.greatwar.co.uk/battles/yser/zeebrugge-ostend-raid.htm 
 
The dead that could be rescued were brought back and Market Square was used as a temporary morgue, 
this would not be the last time that the Square was used for this purpose during the War. 
 
 
 

Stop 2. Park Street- air raid siren behind the current houses 
Proceed along Ladywell to the other side of the Police Station, the electricity works were situated 
at the back behind the houses. 
 
Dover was one of the few towns which realised the importance of 
warning inhabitants about air raids from early on in the War. The air 
raid siren was known to locals as ‘Mournful Lizzie’. 
 
The absence of an All Clear caused great inconvenience to the 
residents as was reported in the newspaper. People wrote in to 
complain that they were spending several hours in uncomfortable 
circumstances at night only to discover when they emerged that the 
danger was long past. 
  
Sources: Dover Express 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/battles/yser/zeebrugge-ostend-raid.htm
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Stop 3. Park Avenue- Lighting restrictions 
Carry on along Ladywell until you reach the five-ways junction. Cross over at the traffic lights 
when safe to and continue up the hill marked Park Avenue. 
 

In 1917 it was reported that the trunks of the trees in Park Avenue 
had all been whitewashed for a height of five feet to help drivers 
and pedestrians during the night time due to the lighting restrictions. 
 
Lighting restrictions had a large impact on everyday life in Dover. 
All windows, including shop windows, had to be very heavily 

curtained so that no light was visible from an hour after sunset and restrictions were very 
strictly enforced. Shops began to close early because of the regulations .Early closing impacted 
on wages due to shorter working hours and made it difficult for working women to buy food for 
their families. 
 
Cars in coastal areas had to obscure their headlamps with cardboard through which they were 
allowed to make pin holes to show gleams of light. Although some tree trunks and kerb stones 
were whitewashed this did not help pedestrians falling over obstructions they could not see on the 
pavements or on the roads which were in a very poor condition by the end of the War. With the 
only public lighting being very dim gas lighting in the centre of town until 9 p.m. most people 
preferred to stay indoors if they could. 
 
Sources: Various editions of the Dover Express 
 

Stop 4. Linton, Park Avenue towards the top of the Avenue. 
Continue up Park Avenue until you reach the junction of Park 
Avenue and Salisbury Road.  
 
Cuthbert Theodore Baynham born 7th January 1889 was a career 
soldier and so posted to France with BEF (British Expeditionary 
Force) on August the 23rd 1914.He served throughout the War and 
was awarded the DSO in June 1918. After the War he married 
Elsie Conyers in 1920 and eventually rose to the rank of Brigadier. 
Agnes Baynham, Cuthbert’s mother, was a supporter of the Dover 
Relief Fund for Belgian Refugees. 
 
The Dover Relief Fund for Belgian Refugees provided practical help for those who landed from 
Belgium often with no possessions; apart from the clothes they were wearing; having fled the 
German advance at short notice. The Fund provided food for those who landed in the harbour, 
clothing, overnight shelter and train fares to the main refugee centre in London. Unlike other 
places in Kent, refugees were not allowed to settle in Dover because of the tight security around 
the port.  
The accounts for the fund in February 1915 also show that the Fund paid for the funerals of two 
Belgian soldiers and one civilian. The other work which the Fund was engaged with was the 
collection and sorting of clothing which was sent over the Channel to be given to the Belgian 
refugees who had taken refuge in France and those in Belgium who had to leave their homes. 
The clothing was sent to the mayors of Calais, the Burgomaster of Flushing and the President of 
the Belgian House of Commons at Le Havre. The ladies of the committee also sent funds to 
support refugees across the Channel. All of this would not have been possible without donations 
from the people of Dover and various fund raising activities. 
 
Over a million Belgians fled and became refugees; with over 250,000 coming to Great Britain, 
the rest went to France, the Netherlands and also to America and other countries. 
 
For more information about Belgian refugees visit https://www.rtbf.be/ww1 and http://www.onserfdeel.be 
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War and http://www.thepeerage.com, Dover Express February 1915 

https://www.rtbf.be/ww1
http://www.onserfdeel.be/
http://www.thepeerage.com/
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Stop 5. Frith Road site of the county school for boys from 1916 
Turn left onto Salisbury Road and walk to the end of the road. Turn right onto Frith Road. Walk to 
the corner and the former County School for boys, now Dover Grammar School for Girls, is on the 
Right. 

 
There is a record of the role of ex-pupils at the school who 
served to be found in the Pharos magazine which was published 
throughout the War and gives a great insight into the activity of 
those who served and also life on the Home Front in Dover.  
 
A list of pupils serving ;which appeared in the Dover Express in 
1914; shows former pupils serving in several different regiments, 
the Royal Navy, the Royal Flying Corps and even two ex pupils 

working at the Royal Aircraft Factory in Farnborough. The training the pupils received at the 
County School in their fully equipped engineering workshop was not wasted in the War effort. 
Incidentally the workshop was given to the Army to help with the manufacture of explosives in 
1915. 
 
There were several letters in the magazine from previous pupils who were serving mentioning how 
useful the young men had found their time in the Scouts at the school and how they used the 
practical skills they had learnt in their war service. When war broke out in August 1914 the Scouts 
helped regular soldiers patrolling the roads on the outskirts of Dover and guarding important 
installations. They camped out in fields and farmyards and patrolled during the night time as well 
as during the day. There was one report of an alarm one night when shots were heard. The 
regular soldiers rushed to the direction of the shots and discovered a road block had fired on 
someone who had not responded when challenged- in the morning light it was discovered that 
the offending ‘person’ was in fact a tree trunk! 
 
During the War the Scouts were disbanded and an Army Cadet Corps established in its place. 
As the male school teachers volunteered for the Army during the War, school mistresses were 
recruited in their place. At the end of the War; as the men were demobilised; these women 
relinquished their jobs. The school moved to a new building here in 1916 from their site in the 
centre of town. In 1917 there was a great shortage of food in the town particularly potatoes and 
the school grounds were dug over and potatoes, carrots, turnips, parsnips and marrows planted 
by the boys. The vegetables grown were used for school meals and the potatoes kept in a 
clamp to help supplies through the winter but also distributed to the local hospital and local 
people. The school received several letters of thanks for the produce they donated.  
 
The County School for Boys was to become the Dover Grammar School for Boys. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Pharos magazine http://www.dovergrammar.co.uk/archives/old-pharos and 
Dover Express 
 

Stop 6. 99 Barton Road - Igglesden family 

Head around the corner of Frith road onto Barton Road. Take care crossing Castle Ave and 
Connaught road. Follow Barton road, 99 Barton Road is situated on the right hand side before the 
junction of Stanhope Road. 

 
The Igglesden family had travelled to Australia from Dover; where 
Arthur and Sydney were born; however the family had returned to 
Dover by 1911. The boys’ father Robert was a Baker and Caterer and 
his son Arthur had followed him into this profession whilst Henry and 
Sydney were both carpenters. All three boys attended the County 
School for boys. 
At some point after the 1911 census both Henry and Arthur had 
emigrated to Calgary which is where they joined the 50th Battalion, 

http://www.dovergrammar.co.uk/archives/old-pharos
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Canadian Expeditionary Force in 1915. They were mobilised to France and whilst Henry served 
unscathed, Arthur was killed in action on the 10th April 1917 aged 26 and he is buried at Canadian 
Cemetery no 2 at Neuville. 
Their younger brother Sydney was serving in Mesopotamia with two other old boys from the 
County School in the 2nd Kent Battery Royal Field Artillery Territorials when he was invalided 
back to India with heart trouble. He wrote to the school mentioning how useful his scout training 
had been with his signalling work. He served on in the East until he was demobilised having been 
awarded a Military Medal. 
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War and www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-
war/personnel-records 
 
 

Stop 7. 67 Barton Road - Matron Edith Johncock 
Proceed along Barton Road to number 67 on the right hand side 
 

Edith Johncock was Matron of the British Military Hospital in Nazareth 
when she was held prisoner of war by the Turks. She continued to 
nurse the wounded soldiers of both sides for three years in Nazareth 
and then was moved by the Turks to Damascus where she worked for 
another year before the end of the War. She wrote a very moving letter 
about the bad conditions in the hospital which our wounded men 
suffered; the full text of which can be found 
here http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/179.html 
 
Upon her release Edith returned home to her widowed mother in Dover 
and also was awarded the British Red Cross War Medal by King 
George Vth at Buckingham Palace. Edith returned to the Nazareth 
Hospital to continue nursing wounded British soldiers but sadly died in 

Palestine in December 1920, aged 49. 
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War 
 
 

Stop 8. 48 Heathfield Avenue - Frederick Naylor 
Proceed along Barton Road to the junction of Nightingale Road and turn right up the hill, then turn 
left onto Heathfield Avenue, number 48 is on the right hand side. 
 

Frederick Naylor was a local insurance agent who ‘did his bit ‘for the 
War effort by arranging fund raising dances for the Red Cross during 
the War and through to 1919. 
 
The dances were usually held at the Town Hall and advertised as 
Khaki and Naval dances, with an average attendance of 600. 
Frederick was in charge of the musical element, sometimes conducting 
the orchestra and sometimes performing as a pianist. His 16 year old 
daughter Violet helped at the dances by selling flags to raise more 
funds. 
 
The dances were not only a vital regular fund raiser but also very important to the morale of the 
inhabitants of Dover. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Dover Express 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records
http://www.scarletfinders.co.uk/179.html
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Stop 9. 150 Heathfield Avenue - Gilbertson family 
Carry along Heathfield Ave to number 150 situated on the right hand side.  
 

James (an ironmonger’s assistant) and Louisa Gilbertson lost two of 
their sons early in the War. 
 
Archibald Gilbertson (1896) was a gunner serving with the 17th 
Battery the Royal Field Artillery when he was killed in action on the 
29th October 1914, having no known grave he is remembered on 
the Ypres, Menin Gate memorial. 
 
Charles Scott Gilbertson, a warehouseman when he volunteered, 

served with the 1st Battalion the Cameron Highlanders. Charles joined up in Inverness after his 
brother’s death and was posted to France in May 1915.Charles is buried at Cambrin Church 
Extension Pas de Calais .His mother received his medal in 1920. 
 
Although some records, Commonwealth War Graves etc., show the family had moved there are 
letters in Charles’s army records to Louisa and newspaper notices which give the family’s address 
as 150 Heathfield Avenue.  
 
Sources: Dover Express February 1916, Soldiers Service Records from Lives of the First World War. 
 
 

Stop 10. 183 London Road - the Wright family 
Proceed to the end of the road and turn right onto Park Road, proceed down the rather steep Park 
Road and turn left onto Brookfield Avenue. Walk to the road junction and turn right. Follow the 
road along and cross over at the crossing going left over the River Dour, turn left onto London 
Road past the Bull Inn, staying on the left hand pavement look over to 183 London Road. 

     
 
Percy Wright was married to Esther with a young family and worked in the paper mills .He was a 
volunteer with the VAD throughout the War mainly based at Dover Marine Station. He was on 
duty from the 12th to the 16th October 1914 assisting for 10-14 hours per day unloading wounded 
Belgian soldiers.  
Belgium had almost been overrun by the Germans and all of their hospitals were out of action. 
The British Government provided ships to bring the wounded soldiers back to England, with the 
majority brought back to Dover. The VAD mobilised hospitals in houses, schools and halls all 
around Kent to deal with this influx. The wounded were forwarded on, many by train, and some 
to local hospitals by horse drawn or motorised ambulance and even some private cars were lent 
by the public for this purpose.  
The station master at Dover would advise the stations were the wounded were to be 
disembarked to expect the train to arrive at a certain time, often in the early hours of the morning.  
The female VAD members provided refreshments for the disembarked wounded soldiers whilst 
their onward transport was being arranged. 
Once the Belgian soldiers recovered they returned to Belgium to carry on fighting the Germans. 
Percy volunteered throughout the War, assisting with the wounded servicemen arriving at 
Admiralty Pier and also being on duty throughout 24 air raids. 
 
Sources: Kent Care for the wounded, Lives of the First World War and The Red Cross 
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Stop 11.  Duke of Wellington Public House - 201 London Road 
Proceed along London Road and look across at number 201 London Road; the site of the Duke of 
Wellington public house. 

Robert was the licensee of the Duke of Wellington from 1915 to 
1922. Their eldest son Henry Burleigh Brockway Fisher had 
emigrated to Canada before the War with his wife and three young 
daughters and was living in Prince Albert when he volunteered 
with the Canadian Expeditionary Force on the 10th of July 1915.  
 
After training Henry was mobilised with the 14th Canadian 

Battalion. He was killed on the first day of the battle for Vimy Ridge on Easter Sunday 9th of 
April 1917 and is buried at Nine Elms Military Cemetery Plot I, Row A where 79 other men from 
his battalion who fell on the same day are buried. For more about the battle for Vimy Ridge 
visit http://www.warmuseum.ca/the-battle-of-vimy-ridge/ 
 
The family also lost Robert Henry who was serving with the Queens Own (Royal West Kent) died 
on the 4th October 1917 and is remembered at Tyne Cot, having no known grave. Robert was 
first reported missing but then confirmed as a casualty. 
 
Sources: Dover Express various editions, Commonwealth War Graves, Find a Grave, Canadians who fell. 
 
 
 

Stop 12. 26 St Radigund’s Road 
At some point cross the road with great care and turn right onto Eric Road. Walk to the junction of 
Oswald Road, turn left onto Oswald Road walk to the junction with St Radigunds Road. Number 
26 is situated on the corner of St Radigunds Road and Magdala Road.  
 
Private Arthur Bushell (1882) was a timekeeper at the Wiggins Teape and 
Company Buckland Paper Mill when he joined the Army. 
  
Arthur joined the Army in February 1916 but was discharged as being unfit 
in April 1917. He had TB which had been aggravated by military service and 
was awarded the Silver War Badge to show he had done his duty. Arthur 
died at home on the 7th June 1917; he is buried in Buckland Cemetery. 
 
His brother Albert (b 1876) could not attend his funeral as he was serving in the Royal Navy on 
patrol in the North Sea. Albert joined the Royal Navy in March 1916 and after training served on 
the North Sea patrols. He survived the War and returned to Dover when he was demobbed in 
February 1919. 
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War and Dover Express June 1917 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.warmuseum.ca/the-battle-of-vimy-ridge/
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Stop 13. 10 Edgar Road - Sidders family 
Proceed along Magdala Road turn right onto Coombe Valley Road. Cross this busy road with 
care. Edgar Road is on your left and number 10 is on the left hand side. 
 

John James (b 1893); the youngest son of Henry and Hannah; was a 
shop assistant when he volunteered with the Royal Army Medical Corps 
(RAMC). He served in France from June 1915 and was awarded the 
Military Medal and mentioned in despatches for bravery in the field in July 
1916. Sadly John was killed in action whilst with the 37th Field Ambulance 
on the 4th of October 1916 and he is buried at the Dartmoor Cemetery, 
Becordel- Becourt, Somme, France. 
 
Henry and Hannah’s second son Harry Frederick (1885) was a 
warehouseman who joined the 56th Battery Royal Field Artillery as a 
driver. He would have been part of the crew that moved the 18 pounder 

guns to new firing positions with a team of 6 horses, three of the men would ride the horses and 
the other two sat on the axles of the gun carriage. 
 
Harry was serving in India when he was admitted to hospital with malaria and died on the 28th 
July 1919 and is buried in the Deolali Government Cemetery. His death is a reminder that men 
continued to serve and some lost their lives after the Armistice and the peace. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Dover Express, Forces War Records and the Commonwealth War Graves 
 
 
 

Stop 14. Victoria Street - Peace Party 
Retrace your steps turn right onto Coombe valley road, take the first right Victoria Street this 
would have been the site of the Street Party. 

     
The Treaty of Versailles- which was the official date of the War ending- was signed between the 
Allied Powers and Germany on June 28th 1919.  
 
Leila (b 1905) was the eldest child of Charles and Florence who lived in Victoria Street. This 
scene of a street party was duplicated all over the county. 
 
Dover held several official events, one of which was a Peace Pageant, with representatives from 
all the armed forces, voluntary sector, and uniformed groups. There were marching bands, singing 
and dancing with individuals and companies taking part representing people and events from 
British history. 
 
There were also various banquets such as one held at the Burlington Hotel for French and 
Belgian allies. On the evening of Saturday 19th July all the boats in the harbour were 
illuminated. 
 
Sources: several editions of the Dover Express July 1919 
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Stop 15. 284 London Road - George Saunders 
Head back towards the main road. Turn right onto London Road, and walk along London Road till 
you come Erith Place. Head up along Erith Place which runs parallel with London Road. 28 can 
be found on the corner of Shooters Hill. 
 

George (b 1893) was the son of John Baker and Alice Saunders. Before 
he enlisted with the Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) George was a bell 
ringer at St Mary’s Church. George served as an air mechanic 1st class 
and was based in England with the 15th Squadron, City of Oxford.  
 
George was taken ill with pneumonia and died at home on the 12th April 
1916; aged 22; and is buried at Dover (St Mary’s) New Cemetery in a 
family grave. 
 
The Royal Naval Air Service (RNAS) was part of the Navy and so the men 
held navy ranks and wore a Navy uniform. At the outbreak of the War the 
RNAS operated air ship stations around the coast. The airships were 

used in the Channel to spot for enemy submarines, mines and ships as were sea planes based 
around the coast, including in Dover Harbour. The RNAS also was tasked with defending the 
country from air attacks and also attacking Zeppelin bases in France. 
 
On the 1st April 1918 the RNAS was amalgamated with the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) to form a 
third service- the RAF. It had been recognised that there was a need for a separate service 
combining all the resources necessary to be able to defend the country and attack the enemy. 
The United Kingdom was the first country to have a specific Air Force as a separate entity.  
 
For more information see http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWrnas.htm 
 
Sources: UK Royal Navy, Royal Marines Grave Roll, Kent Bell Ringers Roll of Honour 
 
 

Stop 16. 305 London Road - Special Constable Dr. Koettlitz 
Head down off Erith Place and continue along London Road to reach number 305. 
 
Dr Maurice Koettlitz was a Belgian national who had been settled in 
Dover for over 15 years and was working as a medical practitioner 
whilst raising his young family. 
 
The workload of the police was increasing at the same time that men 
were being lost as they volunteered for the forces. The growth in duties 
was due to the increase of the population of Dover due to the number of servicemen stationed in 
the town, lighting restrictions had to be enforced, checking of identity cards and assisting with 
the air raids. The first appeal for Special Constables was published in the paper in December 
1914, in January 1915 it was reported that 25 men had volunteered and Dr Koettlitz was one 
thirteen doctors who volunteered in June 1915. 
 
Having doctors available to treat wounded people immediately was very important; however it did 
mean that the doctors were adding to their increased workload as several local doctors had left 
the Dover to join the RAMC. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Dover Express and Census 1911 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://spartacus-educational.com/FWWrnas.htm
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Stop 17. Red Cross Depot - old National Provincial Bank  
Proceed along London Road turn right onto Templar Street. Continue to the junction of De Burgh 
Street. 

The Red Cross Depot had a large room where dressings, swabs, 
splints etc were made and two other rooms for packaging and 
storage. People also people brought donations, items they had 
made or picked up supplies. In the first 3 months of 1916 people 
from Dover made; amongst other goods; 4,623 soldiers bags, 400 
pillows and various dressings.  
 
The soldiers bags; also known as treasure bags; were particularly 

appreciated by the wounded soldiers as many were without personal possessions when they 
arrived on the Hospital ships, having been evacuated straight from the Front. 
 
Once sufficient had been produced volunteers would pack everything together and the goods 
would be sent by train to the Central Red Cross Workrooms in London from where they would be 
sent around the country to the hospitals. There were more than 2,700 war supply depots and 
working parties arranged by the Red Cross countrywide. 
 
Some items in Dover were sent to the Red Cross Central Workrooms for distribution and others 
distributed to the local Infirmary.  
 
Sources: various editions of the Dover Express and the Red Cross. 
 
 

Stop 18. 28 De Burgh Hill - Women’s Royal Naval Service, the Bowman sisters 
Retrace your steps on Templar Street and turn right onto London Street look across the road at 
point 18 standing in front of the Eagle pub. 

 
The home of the Bowman family, where Mabel and Hilda were 
living with their widowed mother, Martha. The sisters had two 
brothers who were serving abroad, Walter in East Africa and Frank 
in India. Hilda was the youngest of the family and; like her older 
sister Mabel; was a clerk at the Co-op. 
 
In the spring of 1918 both girls joined the WRNS (Women’s Royal 

Naval Service) and were stationed in Dover at HMS Attentive III doing administrative duties for 
the Dover Patrol. 
 
The Women’s Royal Naval Service was established in November 1917 in order to train women to 
do some of the shore based duties to enable men to be released to resume sea service. The 
WRNS was disbanded in October 1919 by which time over 6,000 women had served. 
 
Tragically Hilda, who was engaged to be married to B. Jordan, caught influenza in October 1918 
and died on the 24th of the month. 
 
She was given a full military funeral and the many wreaths included one from the men of the 
Dover Patrol. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 1st November 1918 
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Stop 19. 93 High Street - George Wyndham Webster 
Cross Tower Hamlets Road with extreme care. Continue down the High Street until you reach 
number 93 High Street on the right. 
(No image included) 
 

George Wyndham Webster (b 1894) attended the County School for Boys and became a ships 
steward when he left school. He enlisted with the 7th Battalion, the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 
the 4thof September 1914 and was mobilised to France on the 27th July 1915. 
The school magazine The Pharos reports that he was severely injured in the face and 
subsequently captured at Grandcourt on the Somme in November 1916. He was treated in 
hospital and then held at Parchim Camp near Cologne. He did not return home to his widowed 
mother Harriett until February 1919 and attended a welcome home reception at the Town Hall in 
March 1919. 
 
George was awarded a War Pension as he was assessed as being 30% disabled in March 1919. 
He would have been entitled to receive a Red Cross parcel containing basic necessities and his 
family could send out parcels through the Red Cross but these often did not reach the recipient. 
 
For more information about the Red Cross parcels http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-
are/History-and-origin/First-World-War/Food-parcels-for-prisoners-of-war  
  
Sources: http://dovergrammar.co.uk/archives/old-pharos/No-024.html , Dover Express 7th March 1919, 
Lives of the First World War 
 
 

Stop 20. Maison Dieu – Special Passes 
Continue along the High Street until you find yourself at the start of the trail. Use the traffic lights 
to cross the High Street. 

 
In October 1917 it was decided to issue special passes for Dover, 
in addition to the registration cards which everyone had to carry. 
 
 The public were only given a fortnights warning that they would 
need these passes to enter or leave the Town and that visitors 
would need them as well. They had to supply photographs and be 
issued the permit pass books in person. However it was soon 
realised that there was not the infrastructure to issue the passes in 
the timescale as there were 50,000 people in the town but passes 

could only be issued at the rate of 500 a day. 
 
 Queues formed at the Maison Dieu as people waited with their documents often to be turned 
away and told to return the next day. An extension was given for the scheme and volunteers 
were brought in to assist with the issuing. Also visits were made to outlying districts where 
arrangements were made to issue the passes to the many that worked in Dover and commuted 
in every day. 
 
In Kent, only Dover and the Isle of Sheppey had these additional passes. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Dover Express 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-are/History-and-origin/First-World-War/Food-parcels-for-prisoners-of-war
http://www.redcross.org.uk/About-us/Who-we-are/History-and-origin/First-World-War/Food-parcels-for-prisoners-of-war
http://dovergrammar.co.uk/archives/old-pharos/No-024.html
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Burgundy Trail 
4.3km (2.6 miles) 

 
 

Stop 1. Albany Place 
 Starting point - CT17 9AU- Albany Place Road sign. 

 
Chief Petty Officer Henry was awarded a Distinguished Service Medal in 
the 1916 New Year's honours for work in connection with mine-sweeping 
and mine-laying. 
 
From the 8th August 1914 nine trawlers from North Sea ports were based 
in Dover as mine sweepers. 

  
The Dover Patrol was vital to keeping the shipping lanes of the Channel open during the First 
World War as the German Navy was very active in the Channel with both surface and U-boat 
operations. 
 
The Patrol was a mixture of Naval ships, requisitioned trawlers and drifters which were crewed by 
both naval and civilian crews .The brave men who gave their lives keeping the Channel open 
are commemorated on the Dover Patrol Memorial at St Margaret’s a Cliffe. 
 
Sources: Dover Express January 1916, http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/DoverPatrol.html 
 
 
 

Stop 2. 3 Cowgate Hill - Clackett family 
Head down the road towards Cowgate Hill.  
 
Charles Clackett (b 1895) was a baker living with his uncle 
Frederick and Aunt Sarah at 3 Cowgate Hill in the 1911 census. He 
enlisted in Dover as a Private in the Buffs (East Kent) Regiment with 
the 6th Battalion. T/203581 he was killed in action on 7th April 1918, 
aged 21 years. 
 
Frederick and Sarah’s daughter Ada married Frederick Moon (who 
was a carter) in 1915 and the couple carried on living with her parents with their baby son born in 
August 1915. Frederick Moon attested in Dover 30th May 1916, serving with the Reserve until he 
was called up for service with the 57th Company, the Labour Corps, on the 13th March 1917.  
 
He was sent to France on the 25th March 1917, he served in France for just over 3 months before 
being wounded in the neck however recovered and returned to his unit. He was given home leave 
in for 2 weeks at the end of July 1918 to return home via Folkestone and see his son for the first 
time in 15 months and was finally demobbed from the Army in March 1919. 
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/DoverPatrol.html
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Stop 3. 10 Bench Street - site of the old Shakespeare Hotel 
Follow Princess St around down a slight gradient onto the main road, York Street. Turn right and 
walk along the pavement to the traffic lights and use them to cross the road. Head down Queen 
Street and turn right at the corner by the Duchess Pub on the corner. 
 

Wayman and Clara Morris were proprietors of the 
Shakespeare Hotel where they had been bringing up their 
family of five since the turn of the century. They had the worry 
of all three of their sons serving in the forces. 
 
We don’t know when Ellis Wayman (b1891) volunteered with 
the Royal Flying Corps as his service records are lost. However 
the squadron in which he was a 2nd Lieutenant was No 5 
Squadron which was stationed in France from 1914. Ellis must 
have been serving in France for more than a year to have been 

given home leave at the end of October 1917. Tragically within a few days of returning to France 
he was killed in action on the 9th of November 1917 and is buried at Zuydcoote Cemetery Nor –
Pas-de-Calais France. 
 
We hope that Wayman and Clara had some happy memories of that home leave as they would 
have had Ellis at home together with his younger brother Harry Royston (b1894). Harry was at 
home because he had been discharged from the Army as permanently unfit.  
 
Harry had enlisted with the London Rifle Brigade as a rifleman in September 1914 and been 
transferred to the 102nd Battalion in January 1915 when he was mobilised to France. Harry had 
been involved in the Battle for Hill 106 on the 22nd April 1915 when a shell burst in front of him, 
killing two colleagues. Harry was badly wounded by shrapnel and completely blinded for three 
days. He was rescued from the battlefield and evacuated to the number 13 Stationery Hospital in 
Boulogne where his left eye was removed on the 26th of April 1915. He was sent back to England 
where he spent more time in hospital before returning home to his parents. He was still 
considered 100% disabled in March 1916 due to ongoing problems with his remaining right eye 
when he was permanently discharged as medically unfit, although his notes state there was hope 
that given time his eye would improve. He was granted a War Pension and entitled to wear a 
Silver War Badge to show he had done his duty. 
 
Wayman and Clara’s youngest son Charles Joseph Morris (b 1897) who enlisted with the RFC on 
the 14th February 1916 having been in the City of London Officer Training Corps from 1913 when 
he was 16 years of age. He served with the RFC and then the RAF from 1st April 1918, he served 
throughout the war until he was demobilised on the 21st March 1919. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 16th Nov 1917, http://www.rafmuseumstoryvault.org.uk 
 

 
Stop 4. St James Street the site of the Red Lion pub, opposite the Lord Nelson 
 Look across at the old site of Red Lion pub, next to the building site. 

  
Because of building work locate by 
looking at the back of the Lord Nelson; 
the Red Lion was the other side of the 
Lord Nelson. 
 
Tragically 17 year old Walter Skinner, 
son of the landlord of the Red Lion, did 
not die as a result of enemy action but in 
the tram accident at Crabble in 1917, he 
was the youngest of the eleven people 

http://www.rafmuseumstoryvault.org.uk/
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who died. He caught the number 20 tram on that fateful afternoon of the 19th August 1917. The 
tram was very crowded and people were standing on both upper and lower decks. It overturned 
at the bottom of the second bend on Crabble Road and the upper deck smashed into a wall.  
 
For a full account of the disaster visit https://doverhistorian.com/2014/11/01/crabble-tram-
accident-19-august-1917/. 
 
He and his parents John and Ellen, together with his sisters and people lodging at the pub, had 
escaped unscathed when a bomb fell through the roof not long before his tragic accident. 
 
Sources: www.dover.uk.com/history/1917/crabble-tram-accident, http://www.dover-kent.com/Red-Lion-St-
James.html and Dover Express 
 
 

Stop 5. 7 Camden Crescent - Miss Winifred Hayward 
Head down the ramp and under the underpass, and back up the steps on the other side. There is 
disabled access to the right of the stairs. Continue on until you reach a small roundabout. 7 
Camben Crescent is located on the left. 

     
 
Winifred Marianne Hayward was a volunteer with the VAD* who started her service on 
Wednesday October 13th to Friday 15th October 1914 as part of the team who dealt with the 
arrival of the wounded soldiers and refugees at the Admiralty Pier. Winifred also was involved in 
the making of Treasure bags for the wounded soldiers who arrived during 1915, when over 15,000 
bags were distributed. 
 
Due to the importance of security in Dover and especially the Harbour, Dover residents had to 
carry a National Registration card and Winifred helped issue these cards to all residents from 
August 20th to September 25th 1915. Later in the War Dover residents had to also carry special 
passes in order to enter and leave the town. 
 
In 1916 Winifred first assisted at Dover Infirmary in the Men’s Surgical Ward and then travelled to 
Walmer three mornings a week to work as cook at St Anselm’s VAD* Hospital. 
 
Dover Mine Sweepers and Trawlers Club and Canteen; which provided facilities to the men 
from the Dover Patrol and to local fishermen; were in need of a treasurer in April 1917 and 
Winifred volunteered to keep the accounts. She continued in this role 
until December 1918 and somehow found the time to give First Aid 
instructions to Temple Ewell Nursing Division 170 and to all the Board 
School Teachers of Dover as well as working at the Dover Rural Food 
Office. 
 
Her duties at the Food Office would have included helping people who 
had lost their ration books, issuing supplies of sugar to make jam and 
helping arrange the picking of fruit by school children. 
 
If you look on the side of the monument, you will see shrapnel damage 
from an air raid. This road used to be the main road into Dover. 
 
Sources: Red Cross and various editions of the Dover Express. 

https://doverhistorian.com/2014/11/01/crabble-tram-accident-19-august-1917/
https://doverhistorian.com/2014/11/01/crabble-tram-accident-19-august-1917/
http://www.dover.uk.com/history/1917/crabble-tram-accident
http://www.dover-kent.com/Red-Lion-St-James.html
http://www.dover-kent.com/Red-Lion-St-James.html
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Stop 6. Looking over towards Admiralty Pier and Marine Station 
Continue straight on to the promenade, taking care to cross Waterloo Crescent. Turn right and 
walk down the promenade until you reach the start of the construction works. 

 
Admiralty Pier was where Belgian refugees landed over 
one weekend in October; they were met by the local 
VAD* volunteers who worked 10 hour shifts to assist the 
refugees. After this week end it was decided not to accept 
further refugees into Dover port due to concerns about 
security at this important facility. 
 
Dover Marine Railway Station was handed straight to 
the War Office when it was completed in 1915 and was 

where the boat loads of wounded men arrived for transportation onwards to hospitals around the 
country. The boats were met by VAD* volunteers who helped with making the wounded 
comfortable and also gave them ‘treasure bags’. These bags were handmade material bags 
which contained necessities such as a comb, handkerchief, soap and flannel; men who had been 
wounded and separated from their possessions these bags were invaluable and over 100,000 
were given out. The soldiers often used them to keep treasured possessions such as letters. 
 
Repatriated Prisoners of War started to arrive in Dover mid November 1918 and continued to 
arrive through to 1919. Most of the men could travel by ordinary train but some had to be 
repatriated by special ambulance trains. Dover held two civic events to welcome back Dovorians 
who had been held prisoner, one event was on 7th January 1919 and the second at the beginning 
of March 1919. 
 
Sources: Red Cross and various editions of the Dover Express 
 
 
 

Stop 7. 16 Waterloo Crescent - home of the Young family 
Retrace your steps along the promenade and 16 Waterloo Crescent can be found on the left.  

 
Dr Francis Percy Young (b 1880) graduated as an MD from Cambridge 
University in 1912 and also gained a ‘blue’ for athletics. He was a house 
physician at St Bartholomew’s Hospital in London and then a house surgeon 
in the West London Hospital. In 1911 he was living in Waterloo Crescent 
with his wife Anita (whom he married in 1909) and baby daughter when he 
was a doctor practising in Dover. 
 
Initially he went to France with the British Red Cross Society in July 1915 
to work as a volunteer medial officer at the Duchess of Westminster Hospital 
(No 1 Red Cross Hospital) in Le Touquet. He served there until the end 

September 1915 when he joined the RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps).Francis served 
throughout the remainder of the War in France as a captain in the RAMC before returning to 
Dover. The family moved to Newquay Cornwall after the War where Francis had a doctor’s 
practice. Francis died young, at the age of 48, in June 1928. 
 
There was a shortage of doctors in Dover during the War as so many, like Dr Young, had gone 
overseas to serve in the RAMC. 
 
Sources: Cambridge University records, Census records, Red Cross records and various newspapers. 
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Stop 8. YMCA Huts, (then Liverpool Street) 
Continue along the promenade past the underpass until you see the Gateway flats on your left. 
Cross Marine Parade and head along the small road that accompanies the flats, which eventually 
loops back onto the Marine Parade. 
 
The YMCA Hut was built here funded by voluntary 
contributions by the people of Barnett, Hertfordshire and 
known colloquially as the ‘Barnet Hut’. There were other 
YMCA huts and recreation huts in Dover including one in 
Victoria Park. 
 
The YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) was a 
volunteer run association which gave servicemen a place 
of respite from the harsh realities of war. The huts provided 
troops with a place to rest, refreshments, entertainment, hygienic facilities and the ability to 
write letters home. Within ten days of the declaration of war the YMCA had no fewer than 250 
recreation centres in the United Kingdom. Many of these were located near transport links or 
Army bases so they were available for troops. By November 1914 the YMCA were organising 
similar centres in France at locations such as Le Havre. The YMCA continued to grow and by the 
end of 1915 there were small centres in hundreds of places close to the front. 
 
The Dover Volunteer Training Corps met at the Drill Hall near here for musketry practice, drill 
and to use the indoor riding school. There was a great demand for musketry training and a 
shortage of qualified instructors which had led to men who wished to train being unable to do so. 
However in January 1915 men were being encouraged to enrol as there were more instructors 
with sessions being planned for most evenings and also on a Wednesday and Saturday 
afternoon when many shops and businesses were closed. The indoor riding facility was very 
successful as men could be instructed whatever the weather. 
 
Sources: various editions of Dover Express 
 
 
 
 

Stop 9. Dover Patrol - locate looking out to sea 
 Located on the corner of The Gateway and Marine Parade. 

 
The Dover Patrol manned a barrage of mines and other obstructions 
which was set up and constantly guarded by lightly armed drifters 
and trawlers ,many crewed by former fishermen. The aim was to stop 
submarines especially, but other surface ships as well. 
 
On the night of the 14th /15th February 1918 five German destroyers 
had slipped past the English destroyers guarding the small boats and 
attacked them. They stood no chance against such fire power and 
eight boats were sunk with 39 lives lost, some of whom are buried 
in St James’s cemetery. People on the shore could see the boats 

exploding but were helpless. 
 
There were many acts of gallantry on that night. For more information, visit this excellent 
resource http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?topic=5204.0;wap2 
 
Sources: Sussex History Forum, Dover Express November 1918 
 
 
 
 

http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?topic=5204.0;wap2
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Stop 10. Dover Harbour - HMS Glatton 
Cross Marine Parade again and walk along the promenade past the public toilets. Look out at 
Dover Harbour which is the location of the HMS Glatton disaster. 
 

Dover Harbour was always busy with the Dover Patrol boats, 

ships from the Royal Navy, ambulance ships and the sea plane 

base. On the 16th of September 1918 the harbour was 

particularly busy as an operation had been planned for the 

following day and so the ships involved were all carrying mines 

and other explosives and included an ammunition ship, which 

was fully laden. One of the ships was HMS Glatton which was a 

monitor and used the bombard enemy positions from the sea. 
 
The first that anyone in the harbour knew of any problems on board HMS Glatton was at dusk 
when there was a massive explosion which caused the ships in the harbour to rock around 
violently and drew a large crowd of townsfolk to the harbour. Eyewitness accounts from those 
on ships nearby, who went to assist, speak of the scene of devastation on board and the many 
wounded men. 
 
Immediately the order was given to flood HMS Glatton’s magazines such was the danger of these 
blowing up and destroying adjacent ships, devastating the harbour and town. Only one of the 
magazines could be flooded and it was realised that there was an imminent danger of the ship 
blowing up completely. Already burning debris was falling on nearby ships causing great risk. 
 
Although many wounded men had been rescued at this point, the fire on board HMS Glatton was 
so fierce that not all the parts of the ship could be reached or searched for casualties. The 
difficult decision to sink the ship before a full search could be conducted had to be made in order 
to save many lives which would have been lost when the inevitable happened and the ships 
other magazine exploded. 
 
There are various figures for the number killed and injured but the most common seems to be 75 
officers and men killed and injury to 105 others. When the list of casualties is examined most 
of the men seem to have been in the engine room and below decks. In St James’s Cemetery 
there are graves for those who lost their lives on HMS Glatton, some of whom could not be 
identified. 
 
The wreck of HMS Glatton remained in the harbour and was finally moved in April 1926. It was 
September 1930 when the remains of those on board were given a full military funeral and 
interred at Gillingham. The remains of the ship were buried under the new Dover Car Ferry 
Terminal.  
 
Sources: http://www.greatwarci.net/honour/jersey/database/hms-glatton.pdf, http://www.naval-
history.net/xDKCas1918-09Sep.htm, http://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/glatton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.greatwarci.net/honour/jersey/database/hms-glatton.pdf
http://www.naval-history.net/xDKCas1918-09Sep.htm
http://www.naval-history.net/xDKCas1918-09Sep.htm
http://forgottenwrecks.maritimearchaeologytrust.org/glatton
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Stop 11. Burlington Hotel - Percy Ackland 
Reach the end of Marine Parade and follow the footpath on the left of the dual carriageway. Take 
extreme care on this road as it is very busy with many lorries. Walk along until you reach the traffic 
lights and use them to cross the road to the Dover Leisure Centre. The Burlington Hotel site is 
located across the road where the Travel Lodge is now being built. 
 

The Burlington Hotel stood on the corner of Town Wall Street 
and Woolcomber Street. During the War the hotel was owned 
by Fredericks Hotel Company .Mr Percy Hamilton Ackland 
was the manager of the hotel, Percy was a married man who 
was born in 1879.As part of his duties he was in charge of the 
catering for the Belgian hospital ships at Dover and the 
staff at the hotel also acted as sick bay attendants on the 
ships. He was granted several exemptions from military 
service because of his duties but in November 1916 was 

granted his final exemption. Percy joined the Army Service Corps as a 2nd Lieutenant in January 
1918 in charge of canteen catering. 
 
At first the services relied on men to volunteer for military service it became obvious that not 
enough volunteers were coming forward and so it was necessary to introduce conscription in 
January 1916. Conscription was at first targeted at single men aged 18-41 but within a few 
months was rolled out to include married men. Men who were called up for service could appeal 
to the local Military Service Tribunal on several grounds such as their civilian work being vital, 
health grounds or having a large number of dependants who would have no one to support them, 
they could also appeal on conscientious grounds. Sometimes exemption was granted as long as 
the man joined the Territorial’s, the Special Constables or some other volunteer 
organisation. If they failed to do this they could have their exemption removed immediately. 
 
Sources: Dover Express November 1916 and Forces War Records 
 
 
 

Stop 12. 10 Castle Hill Road - Edward Dickers Addley 
Continue around the side of the leisure centre and head along the A256. Head past the leisure 
centre car park and up St James Street until you reach Castle Hill. 10 Castle Hill Rd can be found 
on the right a little further up the hill. 
 

Edward Dickers Addley enlisted in the Royal Navy in January 1912 
and been posted to HMS Pathfinder as an officers steward in March 
1913.HMS Pathfinder was the leader of the Eighth Destroyer Flotilla 
and patrolling off St Abbs Head, off the south east coast of Scotland; 
when she was sunk by a torpedo fired by the German submarine the 
U-21. The sinking of HMS Pathfinder was the first time that a ship had 
been sunk by a motorised torpedo fired from a submarine. The ship 
sunk in four minutes after its magazine blew up and Edward was one 

of the around five hundred of the crew who were lost. Edward is commemorated on the 
Chatham Naval Memorial 
 
Sources: https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?435, Find a Grave, Lives of the First World War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?435
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Stop 13. Along Maison Dieu Road - Cecil Jackson  
Head down Castle Hill to the traffic lights and cross when safe. Now turn right and continue down 
the A256, which is now a one way street for traffic. Stop 13 is located near a playing field on the 
right. 
 
Cecil F Jackson was the son of Ellen and Edwin Jackson and 
volunteered at 16 and served overseas underage in France for 
eight months with the Royal Engineers in the 9th Company as a 
Sapper (Private) before his death one week short of his 17th 
birthday. Before he enlisted he had been a member of the Dover 
Sea Scouts. His widowed mother’s notice to the paper of his 
death gives her address of 14 Alma Terrace Maison Dieu Road; 
he also had a younger brother Arthur. Cecil was killed in action on the 17th October 1916 and, 
having no known grave, is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 
 
For more information about teenage tommies http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?topic=7819.0 
 
Sources: Dover Express, 
http://www.scoutsrecords.org/scoutsuploads/First%20World%20War%20Roll%20of%20Honour1.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop 14. St James’ Rectory - the first bomb 
Continue down the A256 until you reach Taswell Street. Turn right onto Taswell Street and head 
up the hill. Once you reach Taswell Close there is a blue plaque on the wall on the opposite side 
of the road. 

     
 

On the 24th December 1914 at 10.45 a.m. a German pilot dropped a bomb over the side of his 
aircraft, the first time Great Britain had been bombed from the air. The pilot was aiming at 
Dover Castle; however the bomb fell on a kitchen garden owned by Mr. Thomas Achee Terson 
located at the rear of St James’s rectory. Fortunately the rector and his family were out and 
although all the windows were broken and the gardener blown off his ladder by the force of the 
explosion, no one was hurt. Houses nearby also had their windows broken. During the War there 
were 113 air-raids in all, 23 people were killed and 71 injured. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 25 December 1914 
 

http://sussexhistoryforum.co.uk/index.php?topic=7819.0
http://www.scoutsrecords.org/scoutsuploads/First%20World%20War%20Roll%20of%20Honour1.pdf
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Stop 15. Pencester Gardens recreation hut 
Retrace your steps and turn right back onto the A256. Continue along until you reach some traffic 
lights, which you will then use to cross. On the corner is the Magistrates’ Court. Turn left down 
past the Court onto Pencester Road. Head past the bus depot and on your left you will find 
Pencester Gardens. 

 
A Catholic Hut recreation hut was built on vacant land in 
Pencester Road; which had been donated for this purpose; in 
early 1917 and opened in March 1917. Although the funding to 
build the hut had been raised through the Catholic community in 
England and Wales the hut was non denominational and was 
open to all those serving in the Army and the Navy. There were 
eleven huts in England and France funded in the same way and 
there were plans for five more. 

 
As well as a large hall, the building consisted of a billiard room, a canteen, kitchen and various 
other rooms for the workers. The hut was run by volunteers from the local Catholic Women’s 
Guild. In October 1914 notices were sent to most homes instructing them where to congregate 
should there be an invasion. On the orders of army they were to take only bare essentials and 
gather here at Pencester Road and also near Packet Yard, Elms Vale Road, Market Square, 
Charlton Green, Castle Place, East Street, Crabble Athletic Ground, Saxon Street and the 
Railway Hotel at Kearsney. The groups of people would have been moved to Acrise Park near to 
Elham and onwards Brabourne and Ham Street. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Dover Express 1917 and Dover History Society 
 
 
 
 

Stop 16. 3 Market Square - collecting for troops abroad 
Continue down Pencester Road until you reach another set of traffic lights. Turn left at this point 
and head down Biggin Street until you reach the market square. Located on your left is 3 Market 
Square. 
 
The men from the 3rd Home Counties Royal Field Artillery were 
stationed in Mesopotamia where; apart from the problems with 
disease, heat and mosquitoes; it was impossible for them to buy 
necessities. Local people were asked either to donate funds or items 
such as cigarettes, cigarette papers, soap, magazines, games, mouth-
organs and cards. It was also mentioned that warm clothing would be 
very useful as the nights were cold. The items collected were collected 
here at Messrs. Worsfold and Hayward; auctioneers and surveyors; and despatched at regular 
intervals. 
 
The local community supported many different causes including the Prisoners of War Fund 
which sent regular parcels to those who had been captured, via the Red Cross. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 1st January 1915 and various other editions 
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Stop 17. Scouts at St Mary’s Parish Hall, which is behind the current Parish Hall 
Retrace your steps back up Biggin Street, down a small alleyway next to St Mary’s Church on the 
right, is the location of St Mary’s Parish Hall 

 
In December 1916 there were 277 Scouts in Dover and District, 
their numbers were down as so many Scouts and leaders had 
joined the Forces. Many of those who remained enrolled attended 
a parade here when they were inspected and awarded badges for 
the War work with which they had been involved. Scouts played a 
very important role during the War assisting with patrols, helping 
with ambulance convoys, and collecting salvage. They also fund 
raised for various causes but it was reported that between them the 
Dover group had collected £6 of their own money to put towards a 

Baden-Powell ambulance for the Western Front, the equivalent today would be £360. 
 
At the outbreak of the war the Kent scouts were asked to work together to patrol the main roads 
and keep an eye on the telegraph system until the newly formed Special Constables could take 
over. They were to continue to assist the Special Constables throughout the War. 
 
These were the badges which Scouts could work towards during the First World War. 
Ambulance, Artist, Athlete, Bee Farmer, Bird Warden, Blacksmith, Boatman, Bugler, 
Camper, Carpenter, Clerk, Coast Watchman, Cook, Cyclist, Electrician, Engineer, 
Entertainer, Farmer, Fireman, Friend to Animals, Gardener, Handyman, Healthyman, 
Horseman, Interpreter, Laundryman, Leather Worker, Mason, Master-at-Arms, Metal 
Worker, Miner, Missioner, Musician, Naturalist, Oarsman, Pathfinder, Photographer, Pilot, 
Pioneer, Piper, Plumber, Poultry Farmer, Printer, Prospector, Public Health Man, Sea 
Fisherman, Signaller, Stalker, Starman, Surveyor, Swimmer, Tailor, Telegraphist, Woodman 
 
Badges for Scouts ages 11-18  
https://members.scouts.org.uk/ http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-
first-world-war  
 
Sources: 10th December 1915 Dover Express 
 
 
 
 

Stop 18. 53 Folkestone Road - Hebden-Phillips 
Continue along Biggin Street until you see a road on the left. It is located between Santander and 
F.Hinds the Jewellers. Walk down this road until you emerge on York Street. Turn right onto York 
Street staying on the left hand footpath until you reach the traffic lights. Use these to cross and 
head around the corner up Folkestone road. The footpath flows around the corner. 53 Folkestone 
Road can be found on your left. 
 

Cornelius Hebden and his wife Mary Elizabeth Phillips were living at 53 
Folkestone Road Dover in 1914 with their family and running a valuers 
business from this address. 
 
On the 22nd August 1917 their home was damaged in an air raid when a 
bomb fell on the house. Three of the family were in the property at the time 
but the bomb exploded above to roof and although it passed through the 
house no one was injured.  
 
The very next day they heard news of the accident to their son Francis 
Reginald (b 1897). He was serving as a corporal with the Royal Engineers 

as a dispatch rider when the motor cycle he was riding was in collision with a motor ambulance 
in Cornwall. His parents managed to reach his bedside before he succumbed to his injuries on the 

https://members.scouts.org.uk/
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-first-world-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-first-world-war
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26th of August 1917. Francis was well known locally and was a former pupil of Dover College; he 
is buried in Charlton Cemetery. 
 
Their eldest daughter (Maud) Elliott Hebden- Phillips joined the VAD* in Malta in February 1918 
and served as a cook in the hospital at Imtarfa until the end of August 1918, she came back to 
England and worked in Bristol and Liverpool until June 1919. 
 
Evelyn Henry Phillips (b1889) served as a 2nd Lieutenant with the RAF in England being 
demobilised in June 1919 having survived the War. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 24th and 31st August 1917, The Red Cross 
 
 

 
Stop 19. Dover College 
Retrace your steps slightly, using a small pedestrian reservation to cross the road. Once you are 
across, turn left Effingham Street, beside the petrol station. Continue along until you see the 
Dover College on the left. 

 
Franklyn De Winton Lushington was born in 1868 and it was it 
was reported in the Dover Express that he had been 
commissioned as a Captain in the chaplaincy in August 1914 but 
had delayed his departure until 1915 to provide stability for the 
college. The Reverend Lushington referred to his desire to serve 
on the Western Front where many of Dover College’s former 
pupils; some of whom had left school a year early to volunteer; 
were stationed. He served on the Western Front attached to the 

Brigade of Guards but had problems with his heart and in November 1915 transferred to Egypt. 
His health broke down and he was issued with a Silver War Badge on the 14th of October 
1916. 
 
It was reported in December 1914 that 400 ex pupils from the school were fighting in the Forces. 
Of these 12 had died and 21 wounded. In the college chapel the memorial; which was dedicated 
in 1921; lists the names of those who fell. 
 
In 1917 after an air raid caused damage to the Close the decision was taken to evacuate the 
college to Leamington Spa. Whilst in Leamington Spa the College did not forget its roots in Dover 
and there are several reports in the newspapers of the college fundraising for Dover charities in 
1917 and in 1918. The College returned to Dover in 1919. 
 
From August 1918 part of the College was used as a recreation clubs for Q.M.W.A.A.C (Queen 
Mary’s Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps) it being recognised that servicewomen also needed a 
place where they could meet and relax when not on duty. 
 
Sources:  IWM, Lives of the First World War, Dover Express August 1918, http://www.dovercollege.org.uk, 
Jon Iveson  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dovercollege.org.uk/
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Stop 20. War Memorial 
Continue following Effingham Street around until you emerge back on the high street. Take 
extreme care when crossing this road, using the traffic lights that are slightly up the road on the 
left. The War Memorial is directly opposite Effingham Crescent, next to the Maison Dieu.  
 
The Dover War Memorial stands in the original place where it was dedicated 
and unveiled in November 1924. The designer of the memorial was Captain 
Richard Reginald Goulden born in Dover in 1876 and educated locally at 
Dover College. He won a scholarship to the Royal College of Art and 
thereafter worked as a sculptor and a teacher. During the First World War he 
served with the Royal Engineers in France until he was injured in 1916 when 
he was transferred back to England and served at Home until he was 
demobbed in July 1919. 
 
He executed a number of war memorials including ones at : Kingston-on-Thames; Gateshead; 
Reigate; Dover; Redhill; St John’s Church, Hackney; the Middlesex Guildhall War Memorial; the 
Bank of England; Bromsgrove; Surbiton; St Michael, Cornhill; Crompton; and the Royal Army 
Medical Corps memorial at Millbank.   
 
The Dover memorial was the one with most personal resonance for him as he would have 
known some of the fallen who were recorded on the stone tablets. 
 
It is noted on the memorial that funding for the memorial came from money collected for the 
prisoners of war fund which was ‘given as a thank offering by those who returned safely’. 
 
Sources: Imperial War Museum and http://sculpture.gla.ac.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/
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Orange Trail 
3.2km (2 miles) 

 
This route is quite challenging with steep hills and a busy main road. There is on road parking or 
you can use a car park in Dover and walk up to the starting point. This would add ¾ mile to the 
walk 
 

Stop 1. 125 Folkestone Road - Edward John Widgeon's Butchers shop 
Starting Point - CT17 9SG - The corner of Folkestone Road and Malvern Road. 

 
Local people would have to register their ration books with Mr 
Widgeon and were not allowed to shop anywhere else. If they 
wanted to switch suppliers they had to apply to the local food 
committee and give a good reason for wanting to register with 
someone else. 
 
Cattle Markets along with many other food markets were put under 
heavy pressure during wartime. Soldiers being sent abroad needed 
a nutritious diet in which meat was believed to be essential at the 
time. This combined with the reduced labour supply made meat in 
high demand especially in the latter stages of the Great War. 
Public consumers were hit the hardest and in particular the poorer 
communities, this was due to the fact the cheaper cuts of meat 

rose by a higher percentage compared to the luxury cuts. As a result the Government introduced 
the Meat (Maximum Prices) Order on 29th August 1917.  
 
It was reported at the Food Committee in Dover that butchers were not ordering their full 
allotment of meat as people could not afford to buy all they were entitled to. This gives a real 
glimpse of the hardship that many families lived under 
 
Thousands of troops were stationed in Dover during the early stages of the war, creating a 
bigger demand on food available. When war broke out (August 1914) there were four regiments 
(each about 800 men) in Dover. They were sent to France (BEF) and replaced by thousands of 
troops that had to be trained for warfare. Dover Express commented there was no shortage of 
money in the town as a result, the problem was finding the food and other goods on which that 
money could be spent. Also shortage of labour put up wages which led to food costs rising 
courtesy of Terry Sutton. 
 
Sources: http://www.bahs.org.uk/AGHR/ARTICLES/53n2a5.pdf, Dover Express        
 
 

Stop 2. Clarendon Street – Faggetter family 
Proceed up Malvern Road; which is very steep; to corner of Clarendon Street. 
 
William Faggetter (sometimes spelt Faggether) died in action on the 20th 
May 1915 serving as a private with 9th (Queen's Royal) Lancers. The 
regiment had been in France from the beginning of the War, although 
they were a cavalry regiment much of the fighting they were in involved 
was on foot in the trenches. William has no known grave is remembered 
on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial and is also remembered in 
Canterbury 9th Queen’s Royal Lancers War Memorial. This memorial is to 
be found in the cloisters of Canterbury Cathedral http://www.roll-of-
honour.com/Kent/Canterbury9thLancers.html   
His wife had to apply for a War pension which were not automatically 
granted to widows and families they had to be considered suitable to receive the pension. 
 
Sources: Canterbury Cathedral and Dover Express 18th June 1915  

http://www.bahs.org.uk/AGHR/ARTICLES/53n2a5.pdf
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/Canterbury9thLancers.html
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/Canterbury9thLancers.html
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Stop 3. 95 Clarendon Place - The Meader family 
Continue up the hill up and proceed to the corner of Clarendon Place and turn right, number 95 
Clarendon Place is half way along on the left hand side. The pavement is quite narrow on these 
roads. 
 

Walter was an ex-soldier who was called up in October 1914 to serve 
in the Royal Garrison Artillery. At Dover Police Court the off licence 
held in his name was transferred to his wife. The same restrictions 
which public houses were under for the selling of alcohol also applied 
to off licenses who were also not allowed to deliver to private 
houses or give credit. 
 
Walter rose to Company Sergeant Major before he was invalided out of 
the Army in October 1917 and entitled to wear a Silver War Badge to 
show he had done his duty. 

 
A letter in the paper in January 1918 complained that no cab driver at the Railway Station would 
take two wounded soldiers to Clarendon Place despite both of these men having lost a leg in 
service of their country. The cabmen made the excuse that the hill was too steep for the horse. 
 
Sources: Various editions of the Dover Express and Lives of the First World War 
 

Stop 4. 24 Westbury Road - Robus family 
Walk to the end of the road and turn right onto Belgrave Road. Walk a little downhill and Westbury 
Road is the first left. Number 24 is located on the right hand side.  
 
Frederick and Emily Robus had a large family of eleven children. 
Emily was widowed when Frederick died in 1915 but still had some 
children living at home.  
 
Their eldest son George, aged 38, was married and living in Eythorne 
with his wife and three children at the time of his death. He was one of 
the many workers at the Faversham Uplees Gunpowder Factory and 
would have lodged locally in Faversham, travelling back to his family on 
his weekends off.  
 
The explosion on 2nd April 1916 killed 109 men and boys; including 
the works fire brigade; there were no women amongst the casualties as women did not work on 
Sundays.  
 
The factory was a large employer and men travelled from around Kent to work there, three other 
men from Dover who lost their lives in the explosion. This explosion was the largest in Kent 
but there were other explosions such as the one in Silvertown in London. 
 
For more information about the Faversham Uplees Explosion visit www.roll-of-
honour.com/Kent/FavershamExplosion.html 
 
Sources: The Dover Express, Friday 7th April 1916 and Lives of the First World War  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/FavershamExplosion.html
http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/FavershamExplosion.html
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Stop 5. 148 Clarendon Street - home of CG Dennis 
Retrace your steps and turn left on Belgrave Road. Continue down the hill and proceed to 
Clarendon Street which is on the right hand side. Number 148 is situated on the left hand side. 

 
George Cyril Dennis (1900) joined the 1st Battalion of the Rifle Brigade in 
the spring of 1918 and after training had been mobilised to France even 
though the Government had given a pledge that no one under the age of 
nineteen would be in the firing line. George was wounded in the back on 
the 7th of November 1918 and died of his wounds in hospital in Boulogne 
on Armistice Day the 11th of November 1918. He is buried at the 
Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimille, Pas de Calais. 
 

Before he enlisted George had been an employee at the Dover Express Office where he had a 
great fried in Frederick Rich who was the same age. Frederick had died in October 1918. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 8th November and 15th November 1918 
 

Stop 6. 2 Belgrave Road - the Jones family  
Retrace your steps and turn right onto Belgrave Road down the hill. Number 2 is on your left hand 
side. 

   
 

Elsie Annie passed her Red Cross exams in November 1914 and after further exams was taken 
on a nurse ( probably probationary) at the Military Hospital Belton Park Grantham where she 
served from December 1915 until she volunteered to serve in France in September 1918. 
Belton Park Hospital was a 670 bed military hospital, and when Elsie was working there Belton 
Park was the HQ of the Machine Gun Corps. 
 
Elsie was still nursing in April 1919; she received a Red Cross commendation in August 1918. 
 
Sources: The Red Cross and Dover Express  
 

Stop 7. 8 Longfield Road - the Dyer family 
Turn around and walk back up Belgrave Road and turn right onto Longfield Road. Walk along 
Longfield a short distance and number 8 will be located on the left hand side. 
 

Edward George Dyer (b 1875) was a member of the 4th Volunteer 
Battalion of the Buffs and had served through part of the Boer War. Back 
home in Dover he worked for the Post Office as a postman and in 1911 
was living in Longfield Road with his wife Elizabeth and three children. 
 
When war was declared Edward left the family in October 1914 and was 
mobilised to India with the 4th Battalion The Buffs. In 1915 the Battalion 
was moved to Aden and it was here that Edward died in action from 
heatstroke .A letter received by Edward’s widow related how on the 25th of 
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September 1915 when Edward and four other members of his company died they had 
marched 10 miles through the dessert; often knee deep in sand; whilst constantly harassed by 
enemy fire. Edward is commemorated in Egypt at the Heliopolis (Aden) Memorial.  
 
Sources: Various editions of the Dover Express September and October 1915 and Commonwealth War 
Graves 
 
 

Stop 8. 36 Longfield Road - Frederick Edward Smith, baker 
Continue along Longfield road. 36 Longfield is located on the corner of Longfield Road and 
Underdown Road. 
 
Before the War most of the wheat to make white bread had been 
imported from the USA but the actions of U-boats and difficulty in supply 
lead to white bread disappearing to be replaced by brown bread the 
composition of which was determined by the government – National 
Bread as it was known. Other grains and oats grown in this country 
were used to make bread and the importance of bread as the staple diet 
of the poorer members of society was such that the Government took 
charge of milling and supply of grain. Despite efforts to get people to cut 
their consumption of bread the demand from the public and the armed forces led to a situation 
that at one point there was only six weeks’ worth of supplies in the country.  
 
Further legislation in 1917 meant that shops were banned from selling fresh bread as it was 
thought that stale bread could be cut thinner. Another result of the ban on selling fresh bread was 
that bread could be baked during the day before so the bakers did not have to operate through 
the night, this cut the use of energy for lighting and also that women; who had replaced the male 
bakers who had joined up; did not have to walk to and from work during the night or find someone 
to mind their children at night. 
 
Sources: https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/bread-a-slice-of-first-world-war-history/, Kelly’s 
Directory 1913 
 
 

Stop 9. 41 Longfield Road, opposite 36 - Stanley Johnson, grocer and coal 
merchant 
41 Longfield Rd is directly opposite the previous stop. 

     
 

Stanley Johnson had to deal with rationing twice, the first time in 1916 when he had to ration his 
coal merchant’s customers and the second time in 1918 when certain items he sold in his 
grocers shop went on ration. 
 

https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/bread-a-slice-of-first-world-war-history/
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In Dover, the War had caused the price of coal to rise because it was no longer being delivered to 
the town by sea due to the activity of U-boats; it was coming in by rail and so costing more to 
transport. 
 
By March 1915 over 190,000 miners had joined the Forces; this drain on labour combined with 
increased demand for coal for use in the War effort meant increased shortages for the domestic 
user. The price of coal rose month on month and the coal queue became a common sight. In 
1916 coal was the first commodity to be rationed, the ration was based on how many rooms a 
householder had, and the householder was only allowed to deal with one coal merchant. There 
was also an attempt to fix the price of coal. However coal merchants were allowed to sell smaller 
quantities under a ton for more money so poorer families were still penalised as they did not have 
the funds to buy more than 1cwt of coal at a time or the space to store more than that. 
 
People were advised by the Government to mix coal with coke, to put fire bricks in their grate to 
decrease the size of the fire, and not to heat more than one room.  In 1918 local coal 
committees were formed to fix the price of coal locally. 
 
Sources: Kelly’s Directory 1913 
 
 

Stop 10. Folkestone Road, corner with Shakespeare Road - Railway line 
closed and replacement bus service 
Walk down Underdown Road and turn left on Folkestone Road, this is a very busy road but the 
pavements are fairly wide. Continue up Folkestone Rd. The stop is at the junction of Shakespeare 
Road. 
 

The closure of the rail line between Folkestone and Dover because 
of a land slip in December 1915 caused great difficulty to civilians 
who lived in Folkestone and worked in Dover. The only railway line 
being the line through Canterbury all the rail traffic now had to use 
this line and at one point it was carrying a train every 3 minutes.  
 
As military rail traffic had priority, the civilian trains were often subject 
to delay. Eventually in 1917 the military authorities allowed a 

replacement bus service purely for workers carrying the necessary passes.  
There was also concern about the state of the main road linking Folkestone and Dover in 1917 
with damage being reported to the axles of vehicles, some traffic was diverted through the 
Alkham Valley.  
 
Sources: Various editions of Dover Express 
 
 
 

Stop 11. 357 Folkestone Road, site of the Orange Tree Public House 
Continue up Folkestone road to reach the Orange Tree pub on the left. 
 

Mr Sergeant was the licensee here during the War and into the 1930s.  
The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) had restricted when public houses 
were allowed to sell intoxicating liquor and there were further restrictions 
in garrison towns such as Dover. Although pubs could open to sell food 
and non alcoholic drinks from 5.30 a.m. they were only allowed to sell 
alcohol between 12-2.30p.m. and 6p.m.-8p.m. and were not allowed to 
sell spirits for consumption off the premises at the weekend. There 
were also restrictions on orders which were delivered to private 
houses.  
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The main impact on the customers was that they were not allowed credit or to buy a round of 
drinks ‘treating’ as it was known. The penalty for breaking the regulations was a fine (up to 
£100) or imprisonment. Customers were also not allowed to stand and drink at the bar - they 
would have to be seated and be served at their seats. 
 
Sources: http://www.dover-kent.com/Orange-Tree.html and Kelly’s Directory 1913 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop 12. 14 Malmains Road 
Retrace your step slightly and use the crossing to cross Folkestone road. Turn right back down 
Folkestone road to Malmains Road, then turn left onto Malmains Rd. Number 14 is located on the 
left hand side.  
 

George and Jane Lester’s son Reginald John Harvey (b 1897) was an 
ex pupil of St Martin’s School. He was an apprentice in the 
mercantile marine in March 1916. He was rescued from the sea and 
put his survival down to the swimming lessons he had whilst at 
school and being part of the school’s swimming team which competed 
at local championships. Two other ex pupils had also been torpedoed 
and put their survival down to the same swimming lessons. The 
British Navy had blockaded German ports in 1914 and in retaliation 
Germany launched its first unrestricted submarine warfare 

campaign in February 1915 targeting merchant ships without warning. The Cunard flagship RMS 
Lusitania, torpedoed on May 7th 1915, became one of the best known casualties. There were 
many others and the Mercantile Marine Memorial in London remembers the 12, 000 merchant 
seaman who died during the War. A Mercantile Marine War Medal was established in 1919 by the 
Board of Trade to be awarded to mariners who had made voyages through danger zones during 
the War. 
 
Sources: Dover Express March 1916, a good website for crews in the Mercantile Marine in 1915 
is http://1915crewlists.rmg.co.uk 
 
 

Stop 13. 196 Folkestone Road - home of Mrs Eaves 
Retrace your steps and turn left onto Folkestone Road, continue down the road until you reach the 
junction of Church Road. 196 Folkestone Road is on the corner of Church Road. 
 
Alfred Thomas Eaves, a native of Deal (b 1886), had been a 
schoolmaster at St Martin’s School since March 1908. He was also in 
charge of the Scout troop and very involved in the local Scout 
movement. He married Daisy Love of Deal; who was also a school 
teacher; in June 1914. 
 
Alfred left the school to take a commission with the East Surrey 
Regiment on the 4th of January 1914; he also resigned from being a 
Scout master.  
 
Daisy was appointed as a teacher in his place but was not paid at the same rate as her 
husband. He was also earning more as an officer than he had been as a schoolteacher. 
 
Alfred later transferred to The Queens (The Royal West Surrey) Regiment and was mobilised to 
France in May 1916 with the 10th Battalion. He was an instructor with the trench mortar battery 
and took part in several actions including at the Somme.  

http://www.dover-kent.com/Orange-Tree.html%20and%20Kelly's%20Directory%201913
http://1915crewlists.rmg.co.uk/
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On the 3rd of October 1916 his company came under heavy shellfire and Acting Captain Alfred 
Eaves was on the front line urging his men to dig for extra cover when he was killed instantly by 
a shell. Having no known grave Alfred is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 
 
Sources: Dover Express 20th October 1916 and De Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour 
 
 

Stop 14. St Martin's Church 
Head up the hill of Church Road and around the corner at the top. St Martin’s Church is around 
the corner on your right hand side. 

St Martin’s Church had its own work party who were involved with the 
collection of clothing for the Belgian refugees in October 1914. 
Clothes were sent to the Maison Dieu Hall for onward distribution to the 
thousands of refugees who had fled Belgium not only to England but 
who were in France or displaced within their own country. 
 
The Sunday School here was very well attended and used the school 
for sessions on Sunday mornings and Sunday afternoons 

 
Sources: Dover Express 23rd October 1914 and other editions 
 
 

Stop 15. St Martin’s School is along Markland Road - our route is on the 
corner 
Continue down the hill of Church Road until you reach the junction of Markland Road. The school 
is quite a way up Markland Road so we have not included it on the trail but you can walk up to it if 
you wish to. 
 
The headmaster at St Martin’s School was Mr E Smith who was also the 
Scoutmaster in charge of the 3rd Dover, St Martin’s Scout Troop which 
met at the school on Monday and Friday evening. Mr Smith was to have 
four of his male teachers resign to join the Forces and to lose one of them, 
Mr Eaves. Mr Smith left the school in April 1918 and joined the Royal 
Navy.  
  
In 1917 there were plans to build air raid shelters behind the school. 
School children were allowed by the Kent Council Education department to miss school from 
May to October to help with summer crop sowing and bringing in the harvest. Their 
contribution was vital to food production which was necessary as the country had relied heavily 
on food imports before the War and the German U-boats were sinking merchant shipping. 
School children were also involved in collecting conkers to extract the starch used to make 
acetone which was used in munitions and previously sourced from Germany. They would also 
collect salvage and the girls would knit items for the troops such as mittens and scarves. They 
were also involved in the collection of Shells to make carbon filters for gas masks. 
 
The use of toxic gases during WW1 brought suffering to many thousands of people, causing 
asphyxiation, convulsions, blindness, panic and a slow death. Soldiers were taught in training that 
just four breaths of toxic gas could be enough to kill them. 
 
Gas masks with charcoal filters were distributed to combat the effects of the gas. And towards 
the very end of the war, it was realised that a more effective filter could be made from the 
charcoal that came from burning fruit stones and nutshells. Of great value for the charcoal 
they produced were stones from peaches, apricots, cherries, plums and dates, alongside shells 
from Brazil nuts and walnuts. 
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The first port of call for help in collecting was jam factories, followed by hotels, restaurants and 
canteens. And then a national campaign was initiated to encourage the population to collect fruit 
stones and nut shells to help the war effort. 
 
People were asked to dry out the stones in a warm oven, or in the sun, and it was even suggested 
that Stone and Shell Collection Clubs could be formed. Boy Scout groups were drafted in to help 
with the collections, and even visited Buckingham Palace as part of the collecting drive. 
http://www.thebowesmuseumww1.org.uk/your-country-needs-youto-collect-fruit-stones-and-nut-
shells/  
 
Sources: Dover Express January 1915 and March 1918 
 

Stop 16. 66 Church Road - The Fittall family 
Carry on along Church Road to number 66 is on the left hand side.  

 
Robert R Fittall (1897) was the eldest son of George (a bricklayer) and 
Jessie. He was a member of the Territorials before the War and mobilised 
immediately. The Royal Field Artillery Territorials left England at Christmas 
1914 and did not return home until after the War. Although his war 
record is missing the Dover Express reported in 1917 that he was serving 
in Mesopotamia. 
 
For more about the campaign http://www.theobservationpost.com/blog/?p=1450  
 
Sources:  Dover Express February 1917 
 

 
 

Stop 17. 13 Vale View Road - Mr Gentry 
Walk to the end of Church Road and turn right onto Elms Vale Road. Vale View Road is the fifth 
on the right virtually on the junction of Folkestone Road. Cross Elms Vale Road with care. Turn up 
Vale View Road and number 13 is on the left hand side. 
Mr. Walter Ainsworth Gentry was a police pensioner who worked as a 
time keeper for the South Eastern and Chatham Railway so knew many 
of the men who worked on the cross channel ferries. Mr. Gentry was 
sending out parcels to the men who were formerly stewards and were 
now serving in the forces on the Western Front. 
 
The Chief Steward and staff of the SS ‘Invicta’ were so grateful for his 
kindness to former crewmates that they presented him with a case of 
pipes and a tobacco pouch. 
 
SS ‘Invicta’ was a twin funnel cross Channel passenger ferry built for the South Eastern and 
Chatham Railway in 1903. During the War she was used as a troopship between Folkestone 
and Boulogne. 
 
Sources: Dover Express - Friday 07 January 1916 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thebowesmuseumww1.org.uk/your-country-needs-youto-collect-fruit-stones-and-nut-shells/
http://www.thebowesmuseumww1.org.uk/your-country-needs-youto-collect-fruit-stones-and-nut-shells/
http://www.theobservationpost.com/blog/?p=1450
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Stop 18. 22 Winchelsea Street - Kingsland family. 
Retrace your steps turn left and head down the rest of Elms Vale until you reach a mini 
roundabout. Head down Folkestone Road and walk along to the junction of Winchelsea Road. 
Turn left and walk up Winchelsea Road left around the corner and further up Winchelsea Road 
.Winchelsea Street will be on your left hand side.  
 

George, a railway porter, and Ellen Kingsland had two sons who served. 
Their son Sidney (b.1901) was an ex St Martins’ pupil as was their son Leslie 
(b.1899). In 1917 when Stanley was serving in the Mercantile Marine as an 
apprentice his ship was attacked by a German ship. Below is part of the letter 
which George and Ellen received from the owner of the steamer he was 
serving on.  
 
‘Highly complimenting him on the behaviour of his son when the vessel was 
attacked the Germans and sunk. Reference is also made to another 
apprentice, Stanley, who is also Dover lad. Both were St. Martin's School boys. 
The captain writes as under: —' I must compliment our two apprentices, 

Stanley and Kingsland, upon the way they helped the gunners. They were part the gun's crew and 
both stood pluckily their duty. Stanley being wounded.’ 
 
Brother Leslie George 1899 was a sapper with the Royal Engineers who served overseas and 
survived the War. 
 
Sources: Dover Express Friday 06 July 1917 
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Nearby 
 
 

 Leney’s Brewery 
 

Located on Dolphin Lane, Leney’s brewery was used as a 
makeshift air raid shelter during the war. The brewery would 
throw open its doors whenever the air raid siren sounded and 
locals nearby could take refuge inside. 
 
Sources: dover-kent 
 
 

 
 
 

 Drop Redoubt Fort 
 

Part of the Western Heights defence, the drop redoubt was 
primary used as a barracks in WW1. Troops would stay at the 
fort before being sent off to fight on the Western Front. The Drop 
Redoubt didn’t just station troops however, it also housed a tiger. 
The tiger’s name was Plassey, and it arrived in Dover in 1870 
with the 102nd Regiment of Foot, returning from service in India. 
The drop redoubt became its home for a number of years until it 
had scared one too many locals. It was then moved to London 
Zoo where it would live until its death in 1877. In 1881 the Royal 
Madras Fusiliers and the Royal Bombay Fusiliers were 
amalgamated to form the Royal Dublin Fusiliers. During the First 
World War this Regiment had eleven battalions fighting, all of 

whom bore a tiger on their cap badge, in honour of their mascot Plassey.  
 
 

 Anti-Aircraft Corp 
 

At the outbreak of the war in 1914, Dover’s only form of defence from aircraft was a single QF 12-
pound AA gun. Realising their inadequate defence, the Admiralty set up a local Anti-Aircraft Corp, 
whose main duty was to man searchlights situated on the Western Heights, Langdon Cliffs and 
Dover Castle. Due to manned flight being in its infancy at the beginning of the war there was 
seemingly no serious defence from aerial attack. Due to this in 1916 the Dover Anti-Aircraft corps 
was taken over by the military and manned with military personal until the end of the war.  
 
Sources: blogs.canterbury, dover-kent 
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Quiz- Dover Burgundy Trails  
 

 

Wayman and Clara Morris owned the Shakespeare Hotel 
 

Yes/ No 

Civilians could stroll along the sea front without a pass 
 

Yes/ No 

On the 14th/ 15th February 1918 drifters from the Dover Patrol were 
ambushed 

Yes/ No 

Percy Ackland was a night porter at the Burlington Hotel 
 

Yes/ No 

On Christmas Eve 1915 five bombs were dropped- the first ones from 
an enemy airplane 

Yes/ No 

A recreation hut was built in Pencester Gardens 

 

Yes/ No 

People could bring items to post to troops serving in Australia to 3 
Market Square 

 

Yes/ No 

In 1917 there were 500 Scouts registered in the Dover area 
 

Yes/ No 

On the 22nd August 1917 number 53 Dover Road was damaged in an 
air raid 

Yes/ No 

The head master of Dover College became an army chaplain. 
 

Yes/ No 

 
When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 
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Maps of Trails  
 

Blue Trail 
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Burgundy Trail 
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Orange Trail 
 

 
 


