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Travel information 
 
By car: The postcode for the start of the Blue Trail is CT14 7BA. 

Start postcode for the Orange Trail is CT14 7DY.  
Start postcode for the Purple Trail is CT14 8AG. 

 
By Train:  Deal Railway Station is close to the Deal Blue Trail and approximately 1.25km from 

the start of the Orange Walmer, Deal and Upper Deal Trail. 
Walmer Railway Station is listed as a point of interest in the Nearby Places and 
approximately 1.75km from the Orange Trail. 

 
Parking: Blue Trail ï on street and Middle Street CT14 6ES. 

Orange Trail - There is on street parking along The Strand ï check signs for details. 
 
Places of rest / Facilities:  
Various cafes and pubs are located around Deal town centre and close to the start of the Walmer 
trail. There are two pubs on the Kingsdown trail, the Zetland Arms and The Rising Sun. Please 
check websites for opening times. 
 
Walking Advice ï Health and Safety 
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 
¶ gov.uk ï Rules for Pedestrians 
¶ www.walkingandhiking.co.uk ï Health & Safety When Walking 

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss, 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 
Trail specific information 

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
http://www.kentww1.com/


Page 3 of 40 

 

Please be aware that the Kingsdown purple route runs along unmade roads, roads with narrow or 
no footpaths and a steep hill. 
 
Note: text in óburgundyô shows directions to a particular stop. 
 
 

Glossary 

 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly 
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers. 
 
 
 
 

Introduction 
 
At 7 a.m. on 30th July 1914, the sounding of the ñAssemblyò in the streets of Deal was 
given by the buglers at the Royal Marines Depot, which saw soldiers living out of barracks 
hurrying for their full kits, giving the premonition of the conflict that was to come.  
 
The Bank Holiday, on the 3rd of August, was prolonged until the 7th to ease the financial 
situation, and provision of show closed to deal with the urgent orders. This lead to the 
Mayor of Deal, Cllr. Charles Hussey, issuing a notice: that there was no occasion for panic 
or alarm; deprecating the hoarding of provisions; and advising payment by cheques or 
notes to avoid a run on the gold supply. The annual military tattoo and pageant at the 
Depot Royal Marines was postponed and vessels anchored or passing through the Downs 
were ordered to stop for examination purposes.  
 
Britain had refused to ignore the events of 4th August 1914, when the Germans attacked 
France through Belgium, and within hours Britain had declared war on Germany. The first 
mass recruiting meeting was held in Deal in mid August 1914, after Lord Kitchener made a 
national appeal for 100,000 men to join the Army, which saw 2,000 potential recruits fill 
South Street willing to enrol.  
 
By the end of the conflict on 11th November 1918, at least 527 of these men lost their lives, 
which would leave a lasting impact on the town of Deal and its residents. However, men 
who had returned wounded would continue to live and die from their injuries well after the 
official end of the conflict.  
 
 
By Colin Varrall  
From the 'History of Deal - 1914 - 1918' written by E. C. Pain.  
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Deal Trails 
 

Deal Blue Trail 
Distance 2.6 miles (4.2 km) 

 
 
 

1. Deal Castle  
Start Point CT14 7BA 

 

Lady George Hamilton was the wife of Lord George Hamilton, 
who had an illustrious military and political career and had 
been First Lord of the Admiralty. He was Captain of Deal 
Castle during the War. In August 1914 Lady Hamilton allowed 
the local VAD to use the Castle as a store whilst they set up St 
Anselmôs (see the trail for Walmer and Kingsdown) as a 
hospital; Lady Hamilton also gave financial support to the VAD. 
 

Deal was a target for air raids due to the amount of shipping 
concentrated off the coast where ships had to congregate to 
be inspected. 
 
In October 1917 permission was given for the basement of 
the Castle keep to be used as an air raid shelter and civilians 
would have felt much safer sheltering within its thick walls. 
 
Inside the Castle is a chapel that was built within Deal 
Castle by General Sir John French, 1st Earl of Ypres. 
French, who was Captain of Deal Castle 1923-1925. He commanded the British Expeditionary 
Force in 1914-15 and built the chapel in the 1920s.  
 
Sir John French lived at Ripple Vale House and is buried in the churchyard at St Maryôs the 
Virgin Ripple. 
 
Source: Sunday Mirror, Kent Care for the Wounded, Jenny Keaveney and Alan Buckman 
 
 

2. South Eastern Hotel with the tank 
From Victoria Road, facing the castle and the sea, walk to the right of the castle down 
Marine Road then turn left along the seafront.  On the corner of Deal Castle Road and 
Prince of Wales Terrace you will see the location of the tank and the South Eastern Hotel. 
 

   
 

In recognition of the efforts of Deal and Walmer to support the nationôs cause in the war with 
money, as they had already done with men, the National War Savings Committee presented a 
ñTankò to the two places. This ñTankò had done good service in France, notably at Bourlon Wood 
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in November 1917. It made its last journey from Deal Railway Station along West Street, 
Stanhope Road, High Street, Victoria Road and Castle Road to the concrete platform prepared to 
support its 28 tons mass on Saturday 2 August 1919. There, on the north-east side of Deal 
Castle, the ñTankò was formally presented by Lord George Hamilton, the Captain of Deal Castle, 
to the Mayor of Deal and the Chairman of the Walmer Urban District Council as representing the 
two towns. The ceremony was witnessed by a great crowd of residents and visitors. The 
schoolchildren who had contributed so very much to the financial total raised had a prominent 
place in the proceedings. 
Within the fence erected around the ñTankò was placed a German field gun and a limber, the 
detachable front part of a gun carriage, consisting of two wheels and an axle, a pole and a frame 
holding one or more ammunition boxes, presented to Deal. These were of special interest as 
having been captured by the Royal Naval Division, the first training of which, as infantry, was 
carried out in the locality. Another captured German field gun was afterwards placed in the 
Victoria Park and a third war trophy, a German gun of a different pattern, found a resting-place on 
Walmer Green. 
 
Thanks to Jenny Keaveney for this information. 
Source: From ñHistory of Deal 1914 ï 1953ò by EC Pain 
 

Thomas Charles Smart was the manager of the South Eastern Hotel and his wife Marie 
assisted him in running the business. During the war they frequently needed to advertise for staff. 
A clean, willing Pantry Boy, aged 16-18, could earn 10s 6d per week, an Hotel Handyman was 
offered 12s per week, an Under Waiter with some experience £26 per year with board whilst a 
House Chambermaid was paid Ã18 per year óall foundô. 
 
Sources: Various newspapers 
  
 

3. Deal Sea Front Peace Day 
Continue and look along the seafront. This was the location of the Peace Day Celebrations.  
 

Crowds gathered on Deal seafront, the iron pier in the 
background, on Peace Day, 19 July 1919.  At noon a 
battalion of Marines, lined up on the promenade from King 
Street to Deal Castle, fired a ófeu de joieô ï fire of joy.  
When the signal was given the Marines fired from the right to 
the left of the line, repeating the exercise with two more 
volleys.  
 
19 July 1919 had been declared as Peace Day nationally 
with events in London and around the country.  In Deal the streets and houses were decked in 
flowers and flags and a variety of events for young and old were arranged.  
 

During the day the sirens of the Gas Works and Waterworks 
sounded in celebration rather than warning.  Crowds gathered on 
the seafront where the Marines marched from the barracks to 
perform their feu de joie at 12noon.  
  
At 7pm the Peace Parade began, led by the East Kent Mounted 
Constabulary, the drum and fife band of the Royal Marines, 
demobilised sailors and soldiers, the Mayor and Corporation and 
others.  They paraded along Victoria Road, the High Street to 
College Road and then along the seafront.  Several demobilised 
men went around in a horse drawn van and one severely injured 
solider travelled with nurses in an East Kent Road Car motor 
charabanc.  
 
Image courtesy of Colin Varrall, text courtesy of Judith Gaunt 



Page 6 of 40 

 

 

4. The Masonic Hall  
Continue along the seafront taking the fourth turning on the left into Sondes Road. The 
Masonic Hall is on the right.  

 
There are 8 men listed on the Masonic Roll of Honour from 
the Wellington Lodge 784 which met here. One of these was 
James Frederick Moxham; a sergeant in the Royal Marines 
Light Infantry; who was married to a local girl Maria Shelly 
Jordan and lived at 43 Gilford Road with his wife and two sons 
in 1911. He was a career soldier who had enlisted in 1894 and 
at the time of his death in May 1915 in Gallipoli had completed 
over 20 yearsô service. He is buried at Lone Pine Cemetery 
Anzac in Turkey; his boys were aged 13 and 11 when he was 
killed. 
 
Their eldest son James Henry 
born 1902 was to follow his 
father into the Royal Marines in 
1920 and served throughout the 
Second World War. He was 
awarded the MBE in 1968 

The Masonic Hall was built in 1910 and Lodge 784 the Wellington 
Lodge was to make contributions to various funds during the War. 
 
In October 1914, the Lodge donated Ten Guineas to the War 
Distress Fund and in May 1915 the Lodge voted to contribute to the 
fund for the relief of Belgian refugees in Deal. 
 
After the War, on 27 February 1919, the Lodge made a donation 
towards the Dover Patrol Memorial Fund and in April of the same 
year a donation towards the building fund of the Deal and Walmer War Memorial Hospital.  
 
Sources: livesofthefirstworldwar, http://www.wellingtonlodge.org.uk/historyd.htm, 
www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk 
 
 

5. The Port Arms, Jess Meakins 
Retrace your steps back to Beach Street, continuing to the left and you will see the Port 
Arms.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This postcard was written 14 January 1917 and sent from óArnoldô who was stationed somewhere 
in France. As you can see the postcard has been censored, but Arnold has mentioned there were 
many óchapsô from Deal passing by his location.  

http://www.wellingtonlodge.org.uk/historyd.htm
http://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk/
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Jessie was the daughter of Henry and Elizabeth 
Meakins who ran the Port Arms, South Parade. Arnold 
Erridge (b 1891) lived at 25 Duke Street in Deal and on 
20 June 1918 they were married at St Andrewôs Church 
Deal. 
 
Arnold was a Chartered Accountantôs clerk on 
enlistment when he joined the 3rd Home Counties 
Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, 4th depot TF on 
20/11/15 at Sandwich.  His regimental number was 
911068. He was sent to the front in November 1916, 
embarking in Southampton and landing at Le Havre. By 
3 December 1916 he had reached the front line. He 
later completed a signalling course but was admitted hospital in March 1917 and evacuated back 
to England. He returned to France in April 1917 and was promoted to a Bomber (trained in the 
use of hand grenades) in March 1918. On 2 August 1919 he was demobilised and went onto the 
Army reserve.  
 
Arnold and Jessie are recorded as later living in Dover and both passed away in the 1970s. 
 
Sources: Ancestry.co.uk, www.Livesofthefirstworldwar 
 
 

6. Deal Pier 
Walk straight along crossing with care at the small traffic island to the path by the seafront 
and you will see Deal Pier. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deal was still a holiday resort throughout the War and the pier was an important attraction. 
Visitors who paid their entrance toll would be able to watch the vessels waiting offshore to be 
inspected before they proceeded up the Channel, sometimes there were 100 vessels waiting. 
Although trawler fishing was restricted, sea angling from the pier was very popular with 
newspapers reporting catches which included a cod caught by a London policeman weighing 
20lb. Other angling events included competitions for wounded soldiers convalescing in local 
hospitals and a competition for boys and girls. However, in rough weather it could be a risky 
business and a Belfast News letter reported a party of anglers caught up in north-westerly gale 
having to scramble into the anglersô cabin on the lower deck to take refuge. 
 
Pilots were picked up from the pier and during heavy weather this could be dangerous, two pilot 
boats were severely damaged when they hit the pier. The crew from one of them had to hold onto 
the pier structure whilst rescuers threw ropes from above for them to climb up. 
 

Sources: various newspapers  
 
 
 

http://www.livesofthefirstworldwar/


Page 8 of 40 

 

7. Deal Beach 
Keep walking along the seafront path by the railings until after the buildings. Look along 
the beach. 
  

Just after midnight on 5 May 1918, two German Naval men dressed as 
sailors were captured whilst trying to escape to Zeebrugge from Deal 
beach. They and three others had escaped from Larkhill Camp on 
Salisbury Plain in April and had travelled along the coast at night to 
avoid detection. They had picked the best open boat they could find in 
the area, hidden their supplies of food and clothing and were 
attempting to cross the Channel. When apprehended they were found 
to have an Austrian schilling and nearly a pound in English silver in 
their possession.  
 
Sources: various newspapers of the time  
 
 
 

 
 
 

8. 9 Golden Street, Edith Appleton 
Cross the road via a gap in the wall and continue along turning left into Golden Street. 
Number 9 is on the left.  
 

Edith Appleton grew up in Deal in the family 
home at 9 Golden Street. It was a typically large 
Victorian family and her father, Edward, was a 
Trinity House Pilot guiding ships past the 
treacherous Goodwin Sands.   
 
In the 1900s Edith known as Edie by the family 
began training at St Bartholomewôs Hospital 
followed by a career in nursing.  With WW1 
looming she volunteered for Queen Alexandraôs 
Imperial Military Nursing Service Reserve, 
arriving in France on 10 October 1914.  

 
During the next five years she served in many locations, often close to the front line. Throughout 
that time, she kept a detailed daily journal describing not only the horrors she experienced caring 
for wounded and dying men but also the ways in which she spent her time off duty, going for long 
walks, swimming in the sea and including many sketches of the scenery. 

 
In 2007 Edieôs great nephew, Dick Robinson, with the help of two cousins, 
transcribed over 100,000 words of the diaries into a website and in 2012 an 
edited version was published by Simon & Schuster jointly with the Imperial 
War Museum (http://anurseatthefront.org.uk/the-book/). Since then Dick 
and his wife have given over 80 illustrated talks about Edie all over the 
country. 
 
Our thanks to Edieôs great nephew Dick Robinson for the article above. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://anurseatthefront.org.uk/the-book/
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9. 13 The Marina, Deal Angling Club 1919 (was North Deal Lifeboat Station)  
Retrace your steps back to Beach Street, turning left and walking on along The Marina, 
where you will see Deal Angling Club on your left.  
 

In the newspapers there were reports of the daring rescues 
made by the lifeboats launching in strong gales and, 
powered by oars and sails, battling through the seas even 
though the boat was filling with water and needed constant 
bailing out. The boats were especially busy because of the 
number of ships lying off shore in an area known as The 
Downs waiting for inspections before they could carry on up 
or down the Channel. If a gale came up unexpectedly, the 
proximity of the Goodwin Sands was particularly treacherous. 
Such was the call on the lifeboat that a reserve boat was 
provided for North Deal; this was the Francis Forbes Barton 
which had been stationed at Broadstairs. 
 
The lifeboat was unable to help the crew of the guard ship 
Peel Castle when it caught fire in the early hours of the 
morning in 1916; fortunately the crew managed to get their 
boats away and no one was killed. It was reported that the 
onlookers were treated to a firework display as the rockets on 

board the Peel Castle were set off by the blaze. The Peel Castle was formerly an Isle of Man ferry 
before it was requisitioned by the War Office for the purpose of boarding vessels and examining 
cargoes. 
 
The blaze was put out with the aid of a tug from Dover and the ship was beached. 
Sometimes the lifeboat crew could be very close to the enemy as for instance the day when they 
were out at sea when a German Tube plane dropped several bombs close to the ships at anchor 
throwing up tremendous columns of water. 
 
Sources: Dover Express August 1917, March 1918, Leeds Mercury 22 March 1915 
 

10. 4 Alfred Square, Home of the Harris Family 
Turn Left down Dibdin Road then left onto Sandown Road. Take the 3rd right into Alfred 
Square and you will number 4 on the right. 
 

4 Alfred Square was the home of the Harris family including 
William Edward and Clara Eliza Harris and their children. William 
and Clara had five sons in total and there are records of three 
serving during the First World War.  
The youngest son was Robert James Harris who joined the 
Buffs on the 1 November 1915 and transferred to the Royal West 
Kent Regiment. He was sent overseas on the 17 of July 1916 
and was attached to the Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). He 
unfortunately died during service on the 27 August 1916 during 
the Battle of the Somme. Like many others without a known 
grave he is commemorated at the Thiepval Memorial. 
Thomas Henry Harris was already a career sailor having joined 
the Royal Navy as a stoker in 1909. Shortly after the outbreak of 
the war Thomas was drafted to the HMS Osiris which was an 
armed merchant cruiser. After this he then went on to serve on HMS Hussar which transported 
troops to Cape Helles during the Dardenelles campaign. Thomas survived the war whilst working 
on a multitude of other ships and continued service with the Royal Navy until 1938.  
The eldest brother William was a member of the Royal Marine Light Infantry before the outbreak 
of War and survived the war. 
Source: livesofthefirstworldwar 
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11. 180 High Street, Home of Joseph Bodker caretaker of the Wesleyan 
Church Hall 
Continue along Alfred Square and turn right onto the High Street. You will see 180 just after 
the junction with Griffin Street.  
 

This was the home of Joseph Bodker, caretaker of the 
Wesleyan Church.  
 
On 25 November 1914, after being  afloat for days in fishing 
boats from Ostend and refused permission to land at Dover 
due to Admiralty regulations, a group of 13 Belgians, 3 women 
and 10 children, were finally landed at Deal Pier. Joseph was 
informed by the Coastguard and given instructions to prepare 
for their arrival at the Wesley Hall, where they were given 
clothing and warm food. Special attention was given to the 
children, the youngest being only 8 months old.  
 
Some 250,000 Belgian refugees were to make the crossing 
to Kent, most of them by fishing boat from October 1914. The 
Germans had invaded and overrun Belgium, finally being 
stopped when the Belgians allowed the area around the River 
Yser to be flooded. Belgians also fled to neutral Holland and to 
France. 
 

When they arrived in England they usually had only a few possessions and were in dire need. 
Folkestone was to receive over 30,000 refugees in one weekend. The authorities were worried 
that the exodus would be used by the enemy to infiltrate the country hence refugees were not 
allowed to land in Dover and they were gradually dispersed around the country away from the 
coast. Those that remained became part of the local community and were very keen to be part of 
the War effort. After the War most of them did return to Belgium to try to rebuild their lives. 
 
The country also paid an important part in nursing the wounded Belgian soldiers so that they 
could return to continue fighting the Germans. Their own hospitals were overrun and it was the 
influx of Belgian wounded soldiers which led to the initial mobilisation of the VAD and opening of 
hospitals. These hospitals went on the treat Allied casualties from all around the world. 
 
Sources: Deal Walmer & Sandwich Gazette, Ancestry.co.uk  
 
 

12. 3A Farrier Street, Henry James Baker 

Take the 2nd turning on the left into Farrier Street and 3A would have been part of the 
present day number 3 on the left.  
 

Henry (born 18 October 1883) joined the Royal Navy Volunteer 
Regiment in 1917, and such was the shortage of men on the Front he 
was immediately transferred to the Royal Naval Division and sent out to 
France in the spring of 1918, sailing to Boulogne from Folkestone. 
 
He was captured on the 24 March 1918 at Ytres during the German 
offensive trying to separate the French and British armies. He was 
wounded in the leg quite severely and when he was repatriated form 
Germany via Leith on the 27 December 1918 he was admitted to hospital 
and finally sent home in March 1919, his records report a 40% disability 
in his right leg. 
 
Source: livesofthefirstworldwar 
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13. 119 High Street, Studio photograph of Private Simon Forbes  
Return and turn left onto the High Street and again. Cross the road at a safe point and you 
will see 119 on the right hand side of the road.  

 
J. Glencairn Craik had a photographic studio at 
119 High Street, Deal, where servicemen based 
in Deal would have their pictures taken to send 
home to their families as a keepsake. 
 
The above photograph is of Private Simon 
Forbes of the Highland Light Infantry taken in 
Deal, Kent during the First World War, which was 
taken at 119 High Street, Deal.  
 
Photo and Story courtesy of Stephen Johnson (one of 
Simon's Grandsons) 

 
 

14. St Georgeôs Church, High Street, Deal 
Continue down the High Street to St Georgeôs Church. 
 

The churchwardens of St Georgeôs Church set up an appeal for a 
memorial to Sub Lieutenant Arthur Walderne St Clair Tisdall RNVR VC 
who was killed on 6 May 1915 aged 24. 
 
Arthur was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross for his selfless 
actions at Gallipoli on 25 April, 1915 when, despite being under fire, he 
jumped into the water and, pushing a boat before him, made several trips 
to assist wounded men on the beach who were calling for assistance.  
 
Second Lieutenant John Theodore St Clair Tisdall, Arthurôs brother, 
was also killed in World War One.  He had been reported missing during an 

attack on Guillemont, France on 8 August 1916 and a few months later was presumed killed on 
that date. His name and that of the 55 men of the congregation and of the parish who had been 
killed in the war were also included on the memorial. The Tisdallsô third son Edward was badly 
wounded in 1918 but did survive the War. 
 

          
Our thanks to Judith Gaunt for this information 

 
In October 1914, Mrs Tisdall set up a Red Cross working party at the vicarage and was asking for  
day shirts, woollen socks, hospital night shirts etc as these were urgently needed. Also ñSmall 
subscriptions, gifts of flannel or flannelette, old linen, and old underclothing will be gratefully 
received by Mrs Tisdall at the Vicarage.ò  
 
Source: Magazine of St Georgeôs 


