Dartford
First World War

Walking Trails

Revealing the history of local people,
p l a c e s a n d e v e n ts

These trails were developed in partnership with Dr Mike Still, with
additional research by Darrienne Price

www.kentww1.com

©kentww1.com 2017
Available for use under Creative Commons Licence for non-commercial use only

Contents
Page 2

Trail information, travel, parking and facilities information. Walking advice
disclaimer
Page 3
Glossary and Introduction
Page 4-11 Blue Trail
Page 12-22 Burgundy Trail
Page 23
Other points of interest
Page 24
Quiz
Page25-26 Maps
All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a
link to an app.
Travel information:
By Car:
Postcode for the start point of the Blue Trail is DA1 2DX
Postcode for the start of the Burgundy Trail is DA1 1UG
By Train:

Dartford Railway Station is approximately 0.5 miles from the start of the Blue Trail
and 0.2 miles from the start of the Burgundy Trail/

Parking:

Central Blue Trail - Nearest parking is the Westgate car park, postcode - DA1 2AJ,
run by the council £2 for 4 hours. Walk down Kent Road to your starting point
Burgundy Trail - Car parking nearby Overy Street: Use the car park by the Rose,
postcode - DA1 1UP, 2017 prices are 4 hours for £2. Use the crossing before the
bridge to go to point 1.

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance,
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss,
damages or injury whist following this trail.
Walking Advice - Health and Safety
There are gentle hills on this route. There are a number of very busy roads, we have advised
crossings but extreme care must be taken when crossing these roads and designated crossing
places must be used.. The advice we give is for guidance only. The footpaths are all adequate.
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map.
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go.
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking:



gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians
www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking

Disclaimer
Kent in WW1/100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in whole
to such errors.
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.
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Glossary
Silver War Badge was first issued to men who had been discharged from service in the Armed
Forces as no longer physically fit for service due to injuries received or sickness as a result of their
service. It was granted retrospectively to those affected from August 1914 and could be worn on
the right breast or lapel of a jacket but not on Naval or Military uniform. It was an important
acknowledgement that a man had done his duty. The men concerned also received a certificate
from the King.
RAMC stands for Royal Army Medical Corps
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.
YMCA stands for Young Men’s Christian Association.

Introduction by Dr Mike Still
DARTFORD DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
Dartford was little prepared for the start of the First World War on 4 August 1914. Even the local
newspaper published later that week was more concerned with a strike by fruit pickers on local farms.
Local people, in common with most of the country, didn’t realise that this would not just be a war fought
by armies and navies abroad but, mostly due to the advent of air warfare, would also be fought on the
Home Front, with the consequent threat of death to civilians.
The First World War saw great movement of servicemen and civilians, making Dartford a much more
cosmopolitan place than it had been in the past. The first Belgian refugees arrived in October of 1914,
while munitions workers came from all over the United Kingdom, from Belgium and the Netherlands, and
even from the far reaches of the empire such as Australia. Soldiers and airmen from various parts of the
country and empire were also stationed in Dartford. The Brent gun crew, who claimed to have shot down
the first Zeppelin, were mostly from Cornwall, while the first Royal Flying Corps airman to be killed while
stationed at the aerodrome at Joyce Green was Australian.
Several of the hospitals around Dartford were taken over by the army and so British troops from all over
the country were cared for in those places. Several of these hospitals were later used for the treatment of
German prisoners of war, Australians and Americans.
Of course, the other great upheaval in the area was the conscription of local men and, in some cases, their
subsequent deaths. Local industry, much of it involved in war work, was kept going by the use of female
workers, some involved in heavy engineering for the first time.
Despite the fact that Dartford had not been prepared at the start of the First World War, by the end it had
managed to provide a valuable contribution to the war effort and in return its horizons had been
broadened by contact with people from distant lands.
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Central Blue Trail
3.34km (just over 2miles)
Stop 1. The WESLEY Hall was in Kent Road at the rear of the Methodist
Church 43 Spital Street - no longer there
Start point DA1 2DX
Kent 116 VAD* detachment was set up before the War with
weekly drills and lectures on different aspects of First Aid. On
14 October 1914, four years after the hall was originally built,
the detachment was mobilised and Wesley Hall was set up as a
hospital with the townspeople lending or giving equipment
such as beds. The headmaster of the Boys Grammar School,
Mr CJ Mansford, was very involved in setting up the hospital in
a very short time, but it soon became apparent that for the
hospital to operate efficiently there would have to be structural
work and so in mid November the hospital was transferred to
Heath Close, as it was a more suitable location. The head of
transport was Mr FJ Pile and the minister of the Church was The Rev William Henry Phipps B.A.
Sources: Kent Care for the Wounded, Kelly’s Directory 1913. Dr Mike Still

Stop 2. The Workhouse - West Hill
Walk along Spital Street to the main road, cross with care using the crossings, and straight
up West Hill to be on the left hand side of the road. Look across the road at the workhouse
buildings on the right.

The workhouse buildings can be seen from West Hill however they are now accessed via
Twisleton Court. Initially when a large number of Belgian refugees arrived in Dartford in October
1914 they were accommodated here - see stop 10 for further information. Early on during the
Great War an appeal was made by the Government for accommodation for munitions workers.
Due to the urgency of the message, a decision was made by the Board of Guardians to relocate
the inmates to other locations in order to free the Workhouse premises to accommodate
munitions workers. The building was made available for billeting munitions workers for the
majority of the war.
They would have been charged a weekly rent for their accommodation.
Information Courtesy of Dr Mike Still.
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Stop 3. 68 West Hill – Bernard Moore
Continue up West Hill (this is a gradual slope) to number 68
Bernard William Moore was born on the 6 July 1895. He was a
warehouseman who attended the Wesleyan Church before the
War and enlisted in the Royal Navy Division on the 29 May 1915.
After training he sailed for Alexandria in Egypt, just before
Christmas on the 17 December 1915, on HMT Arcadian. By July
1916 he had returned from Egypt and was fighting on the
Western Front. He was wounded in the summer of 1917 and sent
back to England to recuperate. He was given a week’s leave in
July before he returned to the Western Front and the Hawke
Battalion. He was gassed in March 1918 and in hospital at
Rouen where his condition was severe enough for his next of kin to be informed. He was then
evacuated back to England again and after hospitalisation had another leave with his family. He
rejoined his unit in France in September 1918 and was finally demobilised 6 March 1919 at
Shornecliffe Camp, having sailed from Boulogne to Folkestone on the 4 March 1919.
Source: Lives of the First World War

Stop 4. Lawrence Hill Road
Use the crossing to cross West Hill which becomes Dartford Road and carry on up the hill
to the corner of Lawrence Hill road
Charles Frederick Ambrose (b 1896) lived in Lawrence Hill Road
at number 48 (now number 34) with his father Thomas, mother
Fanny, brother and 3 sisters. He joined the Territorial branch of
the RAMC as a private on the 8 April 1913, signing for 4 years,
but under the Military Service Act this was extended due to the
war. He served all the time on the Western Front with the 4th
London Field Ambulance; first sailing
out of Southampton on SS Jupiter
and disembarking at Le Havre in
March 1915. Apart from some home
leave each year he was on the Western Front until he was finally
disembodied on the 18 June 1919, having survived the War.
The Field Ambulance was a mobile front line medical unit of men.
Stretcher bearers would be stationed close to the front line in order to
convey the wounded quickly to the nearest advanced dressing station,
badly wounded men then would be evacuated to the main dressing
station and onwards to a base hospital.
Source: http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/soldiers/a-soldiers-life-1914-1918/theevacuation-chain

Also a near neighbour at number 44( now number 20) was James T Griffin who was the same age
as Charles Ambrose and so would have attended the same school. James also served with the
RAMC and was mobilised in August 1914, but a long term health problem led to him being
permanently discharged from service in June 1915.
Thank you to Dr Mike Still for helping with the current house numbers
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Stop 5. West Hill School (Westhill Elementary School in the War)
Cross Lawrence Hill Road for Westhill School
William and Emily Acton lived at 82 Dartford Road. Their
second son, John Thomas Acton, had already served in the
armed forces when the War began in 1914 as he had joined
the Royal Navy on the 4 October 1907, when he signed up
for 12 years and was a stoker. However, 3 ½ years into his
service he was discharged because of deafness and was
not put on the Reserve. When he volunteered for the Army
on the 7 March 1916 this disability was not noticed and he
was considered fit for active service with the 24th London Regiment. He served on the Western
Front and towards the later stages of the war he was gassed. His records are incomplete but on
discharge in April 1919 it is noted that he is to receive a pension of nineteen shillings per week
as he was 70% disabled having had a leg amputated and suffering the effects of being gassed.
Source: Lives of the First World War

Stop 6. 55 Dartford Road
Cross the main road with great care. Number 55 Dartford Road will be on the right.
Archibald Wilfred Ketley (b 1888) was one of eight children to Charles
and Tamar Ketley. Before enlisting Archibald was employed as a
scientific instrument maker. Upon enlisting to the Royal Navy, on
the 24 August 1915, Archibald spent time at shore bases such as
Vulcan and Pembroke II, most likely using his mechanical skills to
repair the fleet. This was until the 4 November when he was drafted to
become part of the inaugural crew of the HMS Courageous. The
HMS Courageous was the lead ship of the Courageous class cruisers
built specifically to support the Baltic Project. The Courageous spent
its time patrolling the North Sea; participating in the Second Battle of
Heligoland Bight. The German High Seas Fleet surrendered on the 21
November 1918 and the ship was placed in reserve in February 1919.
Archibald was demobilised on the 6 May 1919 and had obtained the rank Electrical Artificer 3 rd
Class.
Source: Lives of the First World War

Stop 7. Dartford Grammar School
Turn left and retrace your steps back down to the corner of Shepherds Lane
Percy William Plant (b1891), whose family lived in
Sidcup, was educated here and before he went to
Kings University London was also an assistant
master. He joined the Queens Own, The West Kent
Regiment in December 1914 and went to the Front
in September 1915 as Officer in Charge of the
Signalling Section. He was killed in action on the 28
September 1915 having only been on the Western
Front for a short time. He is commemorated on the
Loos memorial having no known grave.
In October 1914 there were many refugees arriving from Belgium because of the German
advances through Belgium. Every town (apart from towns such as Dover which were military
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headquarters) housed refugees and Dartford was no exception. When 3 boats full of refugees
landed in Dartford they were in a desperate situation and it was the headmaster of the Grammar
School, Mr C Jodrell Mansford, who took on the task of making arrangements for refugees and
appealed for details of furnished or unfurnished cottages which could be used. Many refugees
found work locally in the ammunition factories and most of them returned to Belgium after
peace was declared.
Sources: www.kingscollections.org/warmemorials/kings-college/memorials/plant-percy-william, Kent
timeline

Stop 8. 9 Miskin Road (Approx location of)
Walk along Shepherd’s Lane to Miskin Road the first on the left, cross the road with great
care. Walk along Miskin Road almost to the end to number 9.

The Crawter family were neighbours of the Carvosso’s for at least 12 years and so it is not a
coincidence that Gladys (b 1896) began her service as a nurse with the VAD* in March 1915, the
same month as Joan Carvosso. When Heath Road closed Gladys carried on volunteering and by
1919 she was at St Dunstan’s Hospital for the Blind.
Sources: Census 1911 and British Red Cross

Stop 9. 3 Miskin Road (Approx location of)
This is approximately in the same location as number 9.

The family had lived here all of Joan Carvosso’s life. Her younger
brother, James (b 1892), had emigrated to Canada before the War but enlisted with the CEF
(Canadian Expeditionary Force) in Calgary in November 1914 and served on the Western Front.
Her other two brothers, John P (b1893) and Emery William (b 1896), both served with the West
Kent Regiment the 5th Battalion the Territorials from the Autumn of 1914. They were both sent to
India in early 1915 where they served in India and later in Mesopotamia. They were both
promoted to the rank of Captain in 1916 and although their widowed mother Amelia was not to see
them for nearly 4 years they did survive the War, as did James.
Joan (b 1889) was a volunteer nurse full time at Heathclose Road VAD* hospital from March 1915
until it closed in July 1915.
Sources: British Red Cross, Lives of the First World War, Forces War Records and Canadian Expeditionary
Force website.
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Stop 10. 38 Highfield Road
Turn right along Summerhill Road and follow the road around the corner to the junction of
Highfield Road. The site of number 46 was on the right hand side - cross at any point which
is safe.
A postcard to
Antwerp from
this address in
January 1919
has a Mynheer
Van den Abeck
living here. It is
very
possible
that he was one
of the Belgian
refugees who
came to England in 1914 and were lent houses. Many of them worked locally in the munitions
factories.
Belgian refugees first arrived in Dartford on the 27 October 1914. Temporary accommodation
was provided by the workhouse building on West Hill (see point 2). However, they were never
there long due to the generosity of the townspeople in offering hospitality and owners offering
houses free of charge. The Belgian Refugee Committee was established in order to provide
support for refugees in the area. Local people were encouraged to contribute into a Refugee
Fund which the committee could use for accommodation and allowances to help families. This
proved successful and in March 1915 subscriptions totalled to an average of £11 9s 0d per week,
along with numerous donations of furniture and other household goods. By the time November
1915 rolled around most male refugees had found employment and were almost fully selfsupporting. When the war ended it is believed that all the refugees in Dartford returned home.
Information supplied by Dr Mike Still

Stop 11. 3 Spring Vale (turn around to look at Spring Vale North ) – the Bates
family home would have been by Instone Road
Follow the main road around the corner to Spring Vale South is on the right; there are steps
down to access the road. Turn around to look at Spring Vale North, across Instone Road number 3 would have been at the far end.

William Walter Bates was born the 11 June 1898 and was a fitter when he joined the RNAS
(Royal Naval Air Service) on the 10 January 1918 and then transferred to the RAF when that was
founded on the 1 April 1918. He served as an air mechanic and was based in London at
Wormwood Scrubs where airships were made and flown from nearby Slindon. William ended
his service working at Crystal Palace where parts salvaged from crashed aircraft were repaired
and where the stores were based. He was demobbed on the 6 February 1919 and returned to his
wife Bessie, who he had married in December 1914.
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Stop 12. Central Park
Walk to the end of Spring Vale, turn left onto Gordon Road, turn right onto North Street and
left onto Heath Street. At the end of the road turn left onto Lowfield Street and cross the
road with care. To access the park turn right down the alleyway.
Permission was asked of the Council in
May 1915 by the Territorial Force the 2/5th
West Kent Regiment for the park to be
used to erect tents
to house troops
from the regiment.
There was also
permission
for
structures to be erected to serve as stores and a canteen, as long as the
area was reinstated once these buildings were removed.
This provision of accomodation for the troops was necessary due to the
great number of workers for the ammunition factories billeted in the town
and lack of houses. The troops were allowed to put up goal posts so they
could play football when off duty. The Peace Celebrations in 1919 were also
held here.
Source: Dr Mike Still and various editions of local papers

Stop 13. Dartford Library
Walk through the park to the library on your right at the entrance to the Park.
The library was opened during the war, on the 1 January 1916,
and part of the funding for the building came from the
philanthropist Andrew Carnegie. It was very popular from the
moment it opened and used widely by troops, both those
stationed and those convalescent in Dartford.
To learn more about Dartford in the First World War it is
recommended you visit the local history section in the library.
Sources: various and Dr Mike Still

Stop 14. Dartford War Memorial opposite the Library Market Street
The War memorial is on the left as you look at the library
The idea of a memorial to commemorate the lives lost during the Great
War long predates the official unveiling of the memorial. It was as early as
1916 when a committee came together and started plotting a variety of
ideas such as halls, fountains and statues to honour lost lives of war. In
February 1921 a decision was to be made in a meeting led by Mr W.A.
Ward of Dartford Urban District Council as to what memorial should be
erected. The two front-runners were a cross of sacrifices and the
bronze statue of a British Tommy on a 10ft Scottish granite pedestal.
Eventually it was settled via a vote and the British Tommy statue won,
due to its iconic structure which directly links to the war.
It was originally sculpted by Arthur George Walker who was present at the
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unveiling. When it came to putting the names on the memorial the local paper appealed to
everyone to provide full information of their loved ones. However many names were missed due to
a lack of information, family departure and cases where consent was not given. In total 345
names were commemorated. However, it was originally planned to include a full Christian name
but space on the memorial restricted this. The unveiling commenced on the 7 May 1922 led by Air
Vice Marshall Sir Geoffrey Salmond. Thousands of locals came to witness the unveiling which was
accompanied with hymns, flower laying and respectful silence.
Source: Dr Mike Still

Stop 15.YMCA Hut
Look across the road, where Iceland is now – this was the site of the YMCA hut
The site of the YMCA hut is now part of the Iceland building.
The YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) was a volunteer run association which gave
servicemen a place of respite from the harsh realities of war. It provided troops with a place to
rest, refreshments, entertainment, hygienic facilities and the ability to write letters home. Within ten
days of the declaration of war the YMCA had no fewer than 250 recreation centres in the United
Kingdom. Many of these were located near transport links or Army bases so they were available
for troops. By November 1914 the YMCA were organising similar centres in France at locations
such as Le Havre. The YMCA continued to grow and by the end of 1915 there were small centres
in hundreds of places close to the front. The Dartford hut, like the rest of the centres, provided
these much needed reliefs to the troops, however also had a strong link with wounded Australian
soldiers from Orchard Hospital.
The hut was running north-south and would have stood from the south-west corner of Iceland
running into the car park.

Stop 16. The Cinema - 38 Lowfield Street
Bear left and follow the road, Market Street, round the bend into Lowfield Street, number 38
is on your left.
It was not until August 1916 when the film of The Battle of the
Somme was first screened that most people on the home front
really got a glimpse of life on the Western Front. The film of The
Battle of the Somme was shot by only two cameramen, Geoffrey
Malins and John McDowell, in June and July 1916 and
documented the British Army's preparation for the battle, the battle
itself, and the outcome. The film also offered glimpses of daily
life - eating, marching, hauling equipment etc., and people went to
see the film hoping to get a glimpse of a loved one. It was the first
time a camera crew had filmed actual battlefield scenes which
the audience found shocking.
The New Cinema in Lowfield Street was the first proper cinema in
Dartford which opened in November 1913; changing its name to
The Cinema by 1916. The cinema was run by Mrs West. It could
seat up to 995 and had a glass canopy outside so that those
queuing to enter could be sheltered from inclement weather. Inside it featured a mosaic floor, a
marble staircase and wooden panelling.
The Battle of the Somme film was shown on Thursday 14th , Friday 15th and Saturday 16th
September 1916 at 3.00, 5.00, 7.00 and 9.00pm. The Cinema produced two large advertisements
for it in the local press, the second appearing in the newspaper of Friday 15th advertising the final
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two days. This second advertisement mentioned that it would be accompanied by a ‘full
orchestra assisted by military band’. It was described as ‘the greatest film in the world’ and it
was made clear that there would be no half price tickets and that the cinema would be emptied
between performances to make room for the people who had pre-booked.
Source: Dr Mike Still & Memories of Kent Cinemas by Martin Tapsell - available from Kent Libraries

Stop 17. 13 Lowfield Street
Turn around, if possible cross the road with care, and walk up Lowfield Street to the
junction with the High Street, number 13 would have been on the left hand side in this area.
Mr Phillip Champion of 13b Lowfield Street was the
auctioneer at the Bull Hotel. He would have been in
charge of the cattle market held every Tuesday and
the regular house auctions.
He was father to Philip Hulbard and Guy Bernard
Champion. His eldest son, Philip Hulbard (b1890),
worked as an auctioneer at his father’s auction house
and enlisted in the West Kent Yeomanry. Philip was
attached to the 24th Rifle Brigade in 1916 having been
promoted to 2nd Lieutenant on the 20 June 1915.
Philip and the Brigade were sent to India in 1916 and
he returned safely at the end of the war.
Guy Bernard (b 1892) enlisted in 1914 however records are unavailable of his early service. In
November 1915 he was part of the Connaught Rangers 5th Battalion. This Battalion was based
in Salonika until 1917 where the Battalion was engaged in actions against the Bulgarian Army
such as, the Capture of Karajokois and the Capture of Yenikoi. Guy unfortunately contracted
malaria in December 1916 and required 8 days in hospital before returning to action. The
Battalion was withdrawn to Egypt in 1917 for various engagements within the Palestine Campaign
before ending the war on the Western Front. Guy like his brother earned the rank of 2 nd Lieutenant
and survived the war.
Sources: http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk, http://connaughtrangersassoc.com/the-great-war-1914-1918

Stop 18. Mason’s Arms Spital Street now Waterbridge Court
Turn left at the top of Lowfield Street into Spital Street, the Mason’s Arms – now
Waterbridge Court was on the left hand side opposite the starting point of Kent Road.
The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) had restricted when public houses were allowed to sell
intoxicating liquor. There were further restrictions in towns such as Dartford where there was a
concentration of munitions workers and also towns where there were a lot of troops garrisoned.
Although pubs could open to sell food and non alcoholic drinks from 5.30am they were only allowed to
sell alcohol between 12-2.30pm and 6pm-8pm and were not allowed to sell spirits for
consumption off the premises at the weekend. There were also restrictions on orders which were
delivered to private houses.
The main impact on the customers was that they were not allowed credit or to buy a round of
drinks, ‘treating’ as it was known. The penalty for breaking the regulations was a fine (up to
£100) or imprisonment. Customers were also not allowed to stand and drink at the bar - they
would have to be seated and be served at their seats.
Cross with care and return up Kent Road to the car park

Dartford Burgundy Trail
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Length 3.52 km (2.18 miles)
Stop 1. Location of Overy Street Fire Station
Start point - DA1 1UG. Situated at the entrance of the current Merryweather Close.
The fire brigade was involved in fighting 2 big fires during the
war, neither of which was the result of enemy action. The first in
October 1915 on the River was a grain store and although the
brigade saved nearby cottages they were unable to save a
timber yard or two barges moored nearby. The second fire, in
August 1917, had an impact on the workforce as every tram
was destroyed by a fire at the tram sheds, meaning thousands
of people working in the munitions and other industries had to
walk to work and other trams were quickly borrowed from
London. The fire brigade was manned by 14 volunteers and a
superintendant, who was Jeffrey William Ellingham. He was a local building contractor who ran a
very busy building company and advertised throughout the war for carpenters and labourers.

Stop 2. 52 Fulwich Road (This road has been renumbered, number 52 was in
this vicinity)
Turn left and walk up Fulwich Road (a slight hill) this road has been renumbered so No.52
does not exist but was in the location.
Harry Banyard joined the Royal Garrison Artillery in Dartford as Private
60843 on the 1 November 1915. Before the War he had been a grocer’s
assistant. He was posted to the 139 Siege Battery, which was sent
overseas to France on the 1st August 1916, when the Battery embarked
from Southampton for Le Havre.
He was promoted several times and on discharge had reached the
rank of BQMS which is Battery Quartermaster Sergeant and also
qualified in signalling and telephony.
Each battery consisted of 130 men and the BQMS assisted the
Quartermaster with supplying the battery with the stores needed for the
men. This rank was non commissioned.
Harry served without incident until September 1918 when he was injured and sent to hospital but
recovered and rejoined his battery where he served until he was demobilised in July 1919.
Siege Batteries were equipped with heavy guns capable of delivering heavy firepower against
reinforced positions. The shells could travel a significant distance and reach behind the enemy
lines to breach lines of communication and attack ammunition dumps as well as the enemies own
heavy gun positions.
Source: http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-royal-artillery-in-the-first-worldwar/the-siege-batteries-of-the-royal-garrison-artillery/
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Stop 3. 38 St Martin’s Road the Adams home
Continue along Fulwich Road and turn right onto Great Queen Street and take the first left
onto St Martin’s Road number 38 is on the right hand side
William, who lived with his parents and elder brother at
38 St Martin’s Road, signed with the Royal Field
Reserve artillery at Woolwich a month short of his 18th
birthday in December 1911. Previously he had been a
milkman but had been ‘let go’ by his employer due to a
downturn in trade. He fully attested, being taken onto the
official Reserve strength in January 1912 when he was
18, and then went to complete six months training.
After the initial training he committed to attending an
annual summer camp and being available to return to
his unit if hostilities broke out.
In August 1914 he was mobilised immediately and was
to serve as a driver with the 7th Divisional Ammunition Column. The 7th Division were sent to
Zeebrugge in October 1914 to defend Antwerp and then to cover the retreat of the Belgian Army
when Antwerp fell. They dug in at Ypres and were heavily involved in many actions on the
Western Front including the Somme, Ypres and Passchendaele before being selected to be
transferred to Italy. William was a driver in the ammunition column which delivered ammunition
from the base supply to each individual battery’s re-filling point. These ammunition wagons were a
prize target for the enemy whose shells fell behind the front line.
Sources: http://www.wartimememoriesproject.com
http://1914-1918.invisionzone.com/forums/topic

Stop 4. St Alban’s Church
Continue along the road and take the first right onto St Alban’s Road. St Alban’s Church is
on the right hand side at the junction of Colney Road.
The Reverend Frederick Hassard-Short (b 1874) was a
graduate of Christ’s College Cambridge and joined the
Army Chaplain Service and would have been with the
men at all times.
St Albans Church has a war memorial outside which was
unveiled by the Duke of York (later King George VI) on the
same day (8 December 1920) that he unveiled the plaque
inside the Church. The plaque inside the Church is a
copper memorial plaque in an oak frame which contains
the names of 170 local servicemen plus 29 airmen from
elsewhere who happened to be stationed at Joyce Green.
On the same day that he unveiled the plaque the Duke of York went on to open the Glentworth
Club - see other trail.
The Orchard was turned over to the military during the First World War. It became the Dartford
Australian Auxiliary Hospital on the 9 October 1916. 56,411 patients were admitted to the
hospital, which had 1,200 beds, up to 31 December 1918. It was very well equipped and even had
a 400 seat theatre where film shows took place. There were various appeals to local people for
items such as books and games and even skates to help with the soldiers’ convalescence.
The Australian Red Cross took control of the Red Cross Store in April 1917. Every patient able to
walk visited the store and was issued with various items to add comfort to his stay.
Sources: http://dartfordhospitalhistories.org.uk/orchard/orchard-introduction-2/, various newspapers
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Stop 5. 54 Waldeck Road
Turn left onto Colney Road, Waldeck Road is the first turning on the right and number 5 is
on the left hand side.
William Thomas Ashenden of 54 Waldeck Road (b 1877) was a
widower and had to leave his 6 year old daughter, born in 1908,
in the care of a guardian when he enlisted in December 1915. Lily
Hood was the guardian of his child. Lillian May.
He served in the 154 Company Labour Corps, service number
92277 after enlisting on the 8 December 1915. On the 8 October
1916 he was sent to France, landing in Le Havre and he was
attached to several regiments. He was wounded on 16 December
1916 on the battlefield but treated. He was demobilised from
the Army on 20 February 1919 at Shornecliffe.
Source: Lives of the First World War

Stop 6. 138 Colney Road
Retrace your steps and turn right onto Colney Road; slightly uphill; 138 Colney Road will
be on the left hand side.
Alexander Berry received the Order of the British Empire for
courage in removing a large quantity of pitric acid at very great
personal risk during a fire. He would have been working in
munitions as pitric acid was used in the manufacturing process.
The medal was presented to him in November 1918 at a
ceremony in the Town Hall in Maidstone by the Lord Lieutenant
of Kent. Pitric acid is very unstable and if Mr Berry had not acted
as he did there would have been a massive explosion.
Source: various newspapers

Stop 7. 6 and 8 Carlisle Road
Continue to the end of Colney Road to the junction of St Vincent’s Road and turn left, you
will need to cross this very busy road with great care. Take the first right onto Carlisle
Road, numbers 6 & 8 are on the right hand side after the junction with Howard Road.
James and Ellen Gray at Number 8 had five sons living at home when War
was declared. Records show James Ernest Gray (b1890), a builders
labourer enrolled on the 24 November 1914 with the Royal Garrison
Artillery as a gunner but when examined in December 1914 he was
discharged permanently as unfit medically for service.
Henry George Gray (b 1884) originally joined the Army in 1902 with the
Royal Field Artillery Reserve and was mobilised at home in 1914 but did
not enlist until the 4 September 1916 with the South Staffs Regiment. He
served in France from February 1917 until he was wounded in the head in
September 1917 and sent back to England to hospital. He was discharged
from the Army in 1917 with a pension and entitled to wear the Silver
War Badge*.
Edwin and Ellen Dell at number 6, whose eldest son was Elias Dell (b 1897) and whose younger
son, Henry, lied about his age to enlist.
Elias was a builder’s labourer when he enlisted on the 25 October 1915 in Woolwich with the
Royal Garrison Artillery; he joined the regiment in Great Yarmouth and was trained as a gunner
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service number 59790. His service record does not show where he was serving but he was
wounded by a High Explosive Shell in July 1917 and spent considerable time in hospital in
Newcastle. Elias was discharged in May 1918 as no longer fit to serve and given an Army
pension of 19 shillings and 3 pence per week and entitled to wear a Silver War Badge* to show he
had done his duty.
Henry Dell (b 1900) enlisted with the Royal West Kent Regiment on the 25 November 1916 at
Maidstone giving his age as 18. He was discharged from service in January 1919 as being no
longer physically fit due to a gunshot wound on his left hand received in August 1918 and was
issued with a Silver War Badge*. He was considered 30% disabled and given a War Pension of
8 shillings and 3 pence per week.
Source: Lives of the First World War

Stop 8. 94 Howard Road The Reeks family (these have been renumbered)
Retrace your steps and take the first left, Howard Road, number 94 would have been
towards the end of Howard Road where numbers 104-106 are now on the right hand side
Ernest Reeks (b 1884) lived here with his wife Rosabel and
their 5 young children who were aged 7, 6, 5, 3 and 1 when
their father enlisted on the 4 December 1915 with the
Machine Gun Corps Training Battalion. However Ernest did
not have to report for duty until 14 October 1918 when he
had to present himself in Whitehall at 11 am in the
morning. His civilian work as a chemical packer was also
vital war work. Ernest did not serve overseas and was
demobilised March 1919 and placed on the Reserve.
Source:Lives of the First World War

Stop 9. 22 Barham Road - the Boudrie Family
Continue to the junction of Barham Road, number 22 is just opposite the junction to the left

Ernest Achille Boudrie (b 6 October 1897) was the third child of Ernest (b 1871), a carpenter, and
Frances (b 1871) who had six children in total. Ernest enlisted with the 4th Royal West Kent
Regiment as a private but transferred to the 3rd (City of London) Battalion the Royal Fusiliers in the
London Regiment between November 1915 and January 1916. He served on the Western Front
from the 1 September 1916 until he was killed in action on the 16 of August 1917 and is
commemorated on the Menin Gate.
His younger brother Leonard Edmund Boudrie (b 1899) also served as a bandsman in the Royal
West Kent Regiment and was a keen runner. Leonard was to survive the War and was still
serving in 1924 when he married. Their elder sister Eunice married an Australian soldier, William
Harold Hutchison, in Dartford on the 24 July 1919 and subsequently emigrated to Australia. Her
parents were to join her in December 1922 and Leonard also emigrated to Australia in the 1920s.
Contributed by Wendy Marshall (nee Barrett) the great niece of Ernest Achille Boudrie
Page 15 of 26

Stop 10. The Brent was an expanse of common land at the time
Continue down Barham Road to the junction of St Vincent’s Road, turn left and cross this
busy road with care bear to the right and you are in the area of the Brent.

The main route into Dartford was guarded by the regular Army assisted by Scouts and
Territorials. The Brent itself was a large expanse of common land and it is believed that the anti
aircraft gun was sited either on the site, now covered by Princes Park Stadium, or the
neighbouring area cut away in the mid-1920s to form Princes Road.
Zeppelin air raids were a big threat and at first there seemed to be no defence against these
huge airships. With no radar to detect them they made little noise and flew at an altitude of 10,000
feet, which was out of the reach of planes and the anti aircraft guns. They were difficult to shoot
down as bullets would pass straight through the fabric of the Zeppelin without igniting the gas
until the development of the incendiary bullet.
The Lord Mayor of London had offered a reward of £500 for the first gun crew to down a Zeppelin
and on the 1 April 1916 gun crews at the Brent along with other guns along the Thames estuary
fired at a Zeppelin L-15 which was hit in the tail and eventually crashed. The gun crews shared
the reward money and were presented with gold medals.
For more information please see: "Dartford and the Great War" by Gethyn J Rees. This book is held in Kent
Libraries.
Additional information from Dr Mike Still

Stop 11. East Hill Cemetery
Continue along the Brent and cross Shenley Road, East Hill Cemetery is further up on your
right, there is a side gate to access the cemetery.
Many of the men buried with Commonwealth War Graves are
from elsewhere in the country and represent different regiments.
An example being Pharoh Feathers who was a 43 year old native
of Accrington when he enlisted in 1914 with the 3rd Battalion the
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. His records show that he
came to work at the Vickers Munitions Factory on the 11
February 1916 and was living at one of the Vickers Hostels in
Bexley, where men were charged a lodging fee of 24/-d per
week. Pharoh had been in Dartford just
over a month when he caught pneumonia and died on the 19 March
1916. His wife was informed by the Vickers Hostel by telegram in Tuesday
21 March that his funeral was to take place in 2 days time on the Thursday
at mid day. Whether his wife was able to travel all the way from
Accrington for the funeral at such short notice is not known.
Vickers employed a workforce of over 11,000, many of whom were
accommodated in company hostels as they lived too far away to travel.
There was also a contingent of Dutch workers at the factory (Holland was
neutral during the War).
Source: visit IWM and view image IWM Q27787.
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Stop 12. Number 1 The Brent – a Belgian Cafe
On leaving the Cemetery retrace your steps and use the crossing again, Number 1 The
Brent is to your right at the top of Park Road.
The first Belgian refugees to arrive in Dartford came on 27
October 1914 and temporary accommodation was found
for them at the Workhouse building on West Hill. As soon
as circumstances permitted they were transferred: to
families, who had generously offered hospitality; to flats,
hired by the Belgian Refugee Committee; and to a number
of houses that had been loaned free of charge by the
owners. Local people were invited to contribute a weekly
subscription to the Refugee Fund to enable food, furniture
and clothing to be purchased for the incomers.
An appeal to the inhabitants of Dartford for gifts of
furniture, household effects and clothing met with a ready
and generous response. In March 1915, the total of subscriptions and collections averaged £11 9s
0d per week. A property at No. 1 The Brent was converted, thanks to the generosity of Mr and Mrs
Hesketh, into a Belgian Café where the Belgian refugees could meet together.
The Refugee Committee met every week and the position of each family was reviewed and
allowances adjusted. In addition to accommodation and clothing costs, each adult received 6/- to
7s. 6d per week according to their family circumstances with an allowance of 2/6d to 3/6d per
child. Doctors in Dartford gave their services and medicine free to any refugee who needed it.
With over one hundred Belgians resident in Dartford, the Committee found it advisable to invite six
of the Belgians to act as a special committee who could be consulted on various matters.
On New Year’s Eve 1914, the refugees were invited to a social evening which was successfully
held at York Road School from 8 until 12.15.
By November 1915 it was reported that most of the men had found employment in the town and
were almost self-supporting, by which time over £560 had been raised for their assistance.
At the end of the war it appears that all of the Belgian refugees in Dartford returned home. The
District Council also appealed to outlying areas for suitable housing for the refugees.
Source: Courtesy of Dr Mike Still
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Stop 13. Hesketh Park Women War Workers
Take the first left, Park Road. Walk along Park Road and there is an alleyway on the left to
Hesketh Park.
On Saturday 31 August 1918 there was a grand parade of
women who were contributing to the War Effort in one way or
another. This large parade with 2,000 participants was
designed to highlight the importance of women workers and
volunteers. It was held with the marchers parading along the
High Street dressed in the uniforms of their organisations
and carrying banners representing their roles. They made
their way to Hesketh Park. At the park there were speeches
where the women’s contribution to the War Effort was
acknowledged by speakers such as Mr Everard Hesketh,
managing director of J & E Halls. Prior to the war his
company had not employed women but he acknowledged the vital contribution of the 300 women
the company now employed to make lorries, munitions, refrigeration equipment and other
items for the war.
After the speeches the banners were judged and there were sports and refreshments.

Some of the companies and organisations involved are listed as follows:
‘Several bands of nurses’
Queen Mary’s Army Auxiliary Corps
Land Army
Daily Telegraph Paper Mills
Messrs Curtis and Harvey Ltd (gunpowder manufacturers)
Messrs Hepburn (tanners)
Messrs J. & E. Hall Ltd
EC Powder Works (gunpowder manufacturers at Bean)
Messrs Bentley Ltd (laundry at Wilmington)
Silk Printing Works (Dartford)
Girls Friendly Society
Vickers Ltd (Dartford)
Keyes Daren Flour Mills
Dartford Gas Co.
YWCA - The Young Women’s Christian Association was based at 68 High Street Dartford
and the secretary was Mrs E Sharp.
Girl Guides - Gladys Waring was the divisional commander of the Girl Guides and there
were 7 troops in Dartford.
800 boys and girls in Dartford were either involved with the Scouts or Guides by 1917.
Sources: www.tiki-toki.com/timeline/entry/208714/First-World-War-Kent-Medway, 1913 Kelly’s and Dr Mike
Still
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Stop 14. 1 Sussex Road
Turn right out of Hesketh Park and return up Park Road, crossing the road with care, turn
left continue to Sussex Road which is the first road on the left.
Charles (b 1890) was one of many servicemen who did not
come home as soon as the Armistice was declared in
November 1918; in fact he was to continue to be stationed on
the Western Front until October 1919.
As November 1918 was an Armistice not Peace most of those
serving remained on the Front, demobilisation began in
February 1919 with those who enlisted before 1916 being
released first.
Charles was an employee of the paper mill, and living with his
married sister and brother -in-law, the Stills, when he attested
(signed up to say he was prepared to enlist) with the Royal Field
Artillery on the 13 January 1916.
He was called up on the 19 March 1917 as a driver and sent to France in July 1917. He would
have been part of the crew that moved the 18 pounder guns to new firing positions with a team of
6 horses. Three of the men would ride the horses and the other two sit on the axles of the gun
carriage. Charles was admitted to hospital with a fever in November, shipped back and spent a
fortnight in hospital in Canterbury. He then returned to the Front and, apart for a fortnights leave
in December 1918, did not return home until his official demobilisation on the 14 November 1919.

Stop 15. York Road School
Turn left at the top of Sussex Road, you are now on East Hill, the next road is York Road
and the school is down the road on the left.
York Road School was a large school attended by 500 boys,
320 girls and 276 infants. The young men who served from
this area and attended the school would have had Mr Towell
as their headmaster, whereas the girls would have been
taught by Miss Turner, who had been a teacher at the school
for over 20 years.
School children were allowed by the Kent Council
Education Department to miss school from May to October
to help with summer crop sowing and getting the harvest
in. Their contribution was vital to food production which was
necessary as the country had relied heavily on food imports before the War and the German Uboats were sinking merchant shipping. School children were also involved in collecting
conkers to extract the starch used to make acetone, which was used in munitions and previously
sourced from Germany. They would also collect salvage and the girls would knit items for the
troops such as mittens and scarves. Later in the war they were also collecting stones from plums
and cherries and walnut shells to burn to make charcoal for filters in gas masks.
Sources: http://www.thebowesmuseumww1.org.uk/your-country-needs-youto-collect-fruit-stones-and-nutshells/, Kelly’s Directory Part 1 1913, various census and Dr Mike Still
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Stop 16. 16 St Alban’s Road – Pavelin family
Retrace your steps and use the crossing by the junction to cross over East Hill, continue
left and St Alban’s Road is the first on the right, number 16 is on the left hand side.
Born in 1895 Walter was the eldest of the five children of Thomas and
Clara living at home in St Alban’s Road. Thomas and Clara both worked
at the Gun and Shell Factory on the 1911 census and we assume that
was Vickers.
Walter was a gunner with the 6th Battery Royal Field Artillery, having
enlisted at Woolwich and is commemorated at la Ferte-Sous-Jouarre
Memorial, Seine-et-Marne, France.
Although Walter’s parents were both engaged in the munitions industry
his mother would have been paid less than his father.
Such was the importance of munitions workers to the war effort that
in March 1918 a law was passed that they were not allowed to be
evicted from their homes for not paying rent all the time they were engaged in the manufacture of
munitions.
Health and safety were paramount and an inspector under the Explosive Act, whose duty it was
to enforce the ban on smoking anywhere apart from in the staff dining room, was himself fined
for smoking in a prohibited area in a Dartford factory. Because of the demand for munitions Bank
Holidays were postponed but these were compensated with 2 extra days at Christmas.
Sources: Birmingham Post March 1918,Derby Telegraph July 1917

Stop 17. East Hill Livingstone Hospital
Return back to the main road, turning right; do not cross the road again but look across the
road and you will see point 17 East Livingstone Hospital.

The Livingstone Hospital was built and opened in 1894 as a community hospital. During the War it
played a role in treating war casualties and in 1917 an x-ray machine was installed under the
supervision of Mr J.R. Smith, AMIEE’. Jessie Laugslin was a VAD* volunteer here from August
1914 until 1918 and lived in. Other VAD* members worked here as paid nurses.
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Sources: Red Cross and Dr Mike Still

Stop 18. Primitive Methodist Church East Hill now the Grace Outreach Church
About 100 yards up the road and again across the road is the site of the Primitive Methodist
Church, now the Grace Church
The hall at the rear of the church was built in 1906 for use of the
Sunday School and other activities for young people.
During the War there was a severe accommodation shortage in
Dartford due to the thousands of workers needed for the
factories engaged in War work. Rev George Charles Crickmay was
the superintendent of the Primitive Methodist Church assisted by
the Rev Keith Elliott.
Men from the Army Service Corps were billeted in the Church
Hall at the back of the Primitive Methodist Church from Spring of
1915. One of them was Private Yule of Berwick, Northumberland,
who was taken ill and died suddenly in March 1915. His military
funeral took place in Dartford and he is buried in East Hill
Cemetery.
Sources: Kelly’s 1913, Commonwealth War Graves, and Dr Mike Still.

Stop 19. 12 East Hill Newsagents and Sub Post Office
Continue down East Hill to point 19, 12 East Hill, which is on the corner of East Hill and
Mount Pleasant Road- there is no longer a door to mark where it was.
Robert Crane, assisted by his wife Eliza, ran a newsagents and sub post office. A very important
part of the community and especially busy during the war when families were able to send mail to
service men free of charge.
Newspapers were one of the only ways that people could find out about the progress of the war
and the new regulations and women’s magazines were popular. Both suffered because of the
shortage of paper and their size was reduced during the war. This sub post office had 7
collections from its post box per day the last collection being 10pm (9.15pm on a Sunday).
Source: Kelly’s 1913 directory

Stop 20. 38 Mount Pleasant Road
Walk along Mont Pleasant Road, to Number 38 Mount Pleasant Road on the left hand side.
Thomas Mark Dillaway was an orphan living at 38 Mount Pleasant Road
with his extended family consisting of his grandmother aged 88, uncles
and aunts and two older sisters. As he was under age his Aunt Mary
was his official guardian. He was a dispenser in civilian life and joined
the RAMC (Royal Medical Army Corps) aged 18 at Dartford on the 6
August 1914. After initial training he was sent to France in April 1915
where he served until August 1916. He was sent home with TB and
after a spell in hospital was discharged from the RAMC as medically
unfit in September 1916.
Thomas went home on discharge but then was admitted to the
Brompton Hospital in London on the 27 September. From hospital he wrote to ask for his Silver
War Badge* which he was awarded to show he had done his duty.
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He died at home on the 23 August 1917 and is buried in a Commonwealth War Grave at East Hill
Cemetery so his family had the comfort of visiting his grave.
His grandmother wrote several letters requesting his war medals in which she advised in 1920
that one of Thomas’s sisters had married and was now living in Australia. It is possible she had
married one of the Australian servicemen nursed at the Orchard Hospital.
The family were finally sent his medals in 1920.
Sources: Commonwealth War Graves, Army Service Records

After this stop if you carry on along the Mount Pleasant Road you will return to your
starting point.
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Nearby
 Glentworth Club, 154 Lowfield Street
Viscount Glentworth served in the Warwickshire Yeomanry and then in the Royal Air Force as
Captain Edmond de Vere Perry and was killed in action on the 18 May 1918 aged 23. He was the
only son of the Countess of Limerick. The Countess of Limerick lived at Bexley Hall (now Hall
Place) from 1917. She was very active locally supporting convalescing troops and was running
a canteen for soldiers and sailors in October 1919. The Glentworth Club was equipped with its
own concert hall, billiard room, writing and smoking rooms, restaurant and bathroom. Later in June
1921 there was a fundraising polo match to purchase ground as a sports field.
Sources: various newspapers

 Long Reach Tavern
The Long Reach Tavern, an historic inn on Dartford Creek was taken over in 1915 to be used as a
canteen and sleeping quarters for the RFC at Joyce Green. It was handed back to the family
after the war and eventually demolished in the early 1960s. The tavern was lit by oil and paraffin
and even the water had to be brought in by cask on a horse drawn cart. The landlord in 1913 was
Mr Salmon.
Sources: Courtesy http://dartfordhistory.blogspot.co.uk/ and http://www.closedpubs.co.uk plus a local
memory
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Dartford Trail Quiz
1. The inmates of the Workhouse were moved to other locations in

True/False

order to accommodate munitions workers.
2. The family of Percy William Plant (b1891) lived in Dartford.

True/False

3. Belgian refugees first arrived in Dartford in October 1918.

True/False

4. Dartford Library was opened during the war, on the 1 January 1916,

True/False

and was funded by philanthropist Andrew Carnegie.
5. The film of The Battle of the Somme showed people what life was

True/False

like on the Western Front.
6. No.1 The Brent was into a Café where British Soldiers could meet.

True/False

7. Ernest Reeks had to report for duty on 14 October 1918, when he

True/False

had to present himself in Whitehall at 11 am in the morning.
8. Women War Workers paraded along the High Street to Hesketh Park

True/False

carrying banners.
9. East Hill sub post office had 7 collections from its post box per day

True/False

the last collection being 10pm.
10. York Road School was a very small school only attended by 50

True/False

boys, 32 girls and 26 infants

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to
info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate.
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Dartford Trail Maps
Blue Trail
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Burgundy Trail
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