Several of the hospitals around Dartford were taken
over by the army and so British troops from all over
the country were cared for in those places. Several
of these hospitals were later used for the treatment of German prisoners of war, Australians and
Americans. Local industry, much of it involved in
war work, was kept going by the use of female workers, some involved in heavy engineering for the first
time.
From Dr Mike Still

Dartford

Glentworth Club 154 Lowfield Street

Blue trail

This club for ex- service men was opened in
December 1920 by the Duke of York, who was also
the President of the Club. The club was erected in
the memory of Viscount Glentworth (killed in action
18th May 1918) and all the other men of Dartford
who died in the War.

First World War

Walking Trail
Revealing the history of local people,
places and events

Long Reach Tavern
The Long Reach Tavern, an historic inn on
Dartford Creek was taken over in 1915 to be used as
a canteen and sleeping quarters for the RFC at Joyce
Green. It was handed back to the family after the
war and eventually demolished in the early 1960s.
The tavern was lit by oil and paraffin and even
the water had to be brought in by cask on a horse
drawn cart. The landlord in 1913 was Mr Salmon.

This trail was developed in partnership with Dr Mike Still
Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in
a considerate manner to others.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see
the website for walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to
discover more information and to take part in the quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes
you to the 100 miles for
100 years app, alternatively visit the website
for a direct link.

Credits: 1681DAR Courtesy Red Cross

Red Cross record cards which are available
from http://www.redcross.org.uk
Leaflet design by Laura Haines
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The Wesleyan
Hall

The Wesleyan Central Hall
was behind the Methodist
Church and was transformed
into a hospital with the
help of the townspeople’s
generosity in giving
equipment. The VAD*
provided nurses and support
staff; the hospital was only
here for a short time as the
structure was not suitable
and the hospital moved to
Heath Close. The hall no
longer exists.
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The Workhouse
- West Hill

Used initially in October
1914 to house Belgian
refugees before they
could be found more
permanent homes,
such was the shortage
of accommodation for
munitions workers that
the workhouse provided
accommodation for them
throughout the War.

3

68 West Hill – Bernard
Moore

The family home of Bernard
Moore (b 1895), a warehouseman,
who joined the Royal Navy
Division in May 1915. He served
his time both in Egypt and on the
Western Front and despite being
wounded several times – once
severely enough for his family to
be warned that he was seriously
ill - Bernard survived the war and
returned home in March 1919.
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Dartford
Blue Trail
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Lawrence Hill Road

In this road lived Charles Ambrose
(b 1896) who volunteered with
the Territorial branch of the Royal
Army Medical Corps in 1913 and
was attached to the 4th London
Field Ambulance. He was to serve
on the Western Front throughout
the war, working just behind the
Front lines helping the wounded.
He finally returned to the family
home in June 1919.

Distance:
3.34 km or
just over 2
miles

Westhill
Elementary School

One of the pupils here was John Acton
(b 1889) who, although he survived the
war, reminds us of how for many men
life was never the same again. In 1919
John was registered as 70% disabled,
having had a leg amputated and
suffering the effects of being gassed.
He returned home to his family in April
1919 and was awarded a War Pension.

Westgate car park: postcode DA1 2AJ. Walk
down Kent Road to the bottom and your
starting point.
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Dartford Grammar
School

When 3 fishing boats crowded
with Belgian refugees arrived
in Dartford Creek in October
1914 it was the headmaster of
the Grammar School who made
arrangements for them to be
fed and housed. An old boy and
assistant master at the school,
Percy Plant, was killed in action
in September 1915, having only
been on the front line for a
couple of weeks.

Gladys Crawter was a volunteer
nurse from March 1915
through to June 1919. She
began at the hospital in Heath
Road and when that closed
transferred several times and
was at St Dunstan’s Hospital
for the Blind .In the Dartford
Museum there are autograph
books signed by patients and
staff at Heath Road.
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Credits for the Dartford Blue Trail: 9) 1681DAR
Courtesy Red Cross; 10) From the collection of D Price
652DAR; 12) 1675DAR Courtesy of Kent County Council – Dartford Library; 16) 1624DAR Courtesy Dartford
Borough Museum; All other images M L Price.
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Central Park

In 1915 the Council
permitted the far end
of Central Park to be
used to house troops in
tented accommodation.
This was necessary due
to the great number
of workers for the
ammunition factories
billeted in the town. The
troops were allowed to
put up goal posts so
they could play football
when off duty. The
Peace Celebrations in
1919 were also held
here.

Mason’s Arms, Spital
Street (now Waterbridge
Court)
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William Bates served first with
the Royal Navy Air Service as a
mechanic building air ships at
Wormwood Scrubs and then
was transferred to the RAF when
it was formed in April 1918. He
completed his service at Crystal
Palace reconditioning salvaged
aeroplane engine parts before
being demobbed in February
1919 and returning to his wife
Bessie.
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A postcard to Antwerp from
this address in January 1919
has a Mynheer Van den
Abeck living here. It is very
possible that he was one of
the Belgian refugees who
came to England in 1914
and were lent houses. Many
of them worked locally in the
munitions factories.
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3 Spring Vale (look behind you
for Spring Vale North) - the
Bates family home was at
the far end.
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Location of 38
Highfield Road –
since demolished
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3 Miskin Road (Approx
location of)

The three sons of Amelia Carvosso
all fought in the war. Two of them
were with the West Kent Regiment
in India and then Mesopotamia
and one with the Canadian
Expeditionary Force on the
Western Front - they all survived.
Joan, Amelia’s eldest daughter,
volunteered as a nurse with the
VAD*.
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9 Miskin Road (Approx
location of)

55 Dartford Road

Archibald Ketley (b
1888) was one of eight
children and working as
a scientific instrument
maker before the war. He
enlisted in the Royal Navy
in August 1915. Archibald
served sea time on board
HMS Courageous which
saw action at Second
Battle of Heligoland Bight.
Archibald survived the
War and was demobbed
in May 1919.
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The sons of Philip Champion, Phillip Hulbard and Guy,
remind us of those who served away from the Western
Front. Phillip Hulbard, an auctioneer like his father,
served in India and Guy served in Salonika and Egypt
before being posted to the Western Front in 1918.
Neither brother had home leave during the War and
both survived the war.
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Dartford Library

Dartford Library was opened
on the 1 January 1916. It
was very popular with the
troops who were camped in
Central Park. Soldiers who
were convalescent at nearby
hospitals also used the library.

13 Lowfield Street
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Dartford War Memorial

The memorial was unveiled
on the 7 May 1922. It pays
tribute to 345 men who died
during the war; each name
being engraved onto the 10ft
granite pillar. The memorial
was designed by Arthur
George Walker who was at the
unveiling along with thousands
of other locals who came to
pay their respects.
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YMCA Hut (now
part of the Iceland
building)

The YMCA (Young Men’s
Christian Association) Hut was
opened in Dartford on the 30
November 1916. The YMCA
huts provided a much needed
retreat for soldiers where
they could relax, write letters
home, enjoy warm beverages
and use hygienic facilities.
The hut located at Dartford
had a strong connection with
wounded Australian soldiers
from Orchard Hospital.
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The Cinema - 38 Lowfield Street

In September 1916
people from Dartford
came to ‘The Cinema’
to see the film ‘Battle
of the Somme’; the
screenings were
accompanied by a
full orchestra and a
military band. This
was the first time
people had seen actual
footage of fighting,
which many of the
audience found very
distressing.

Customers of The Mason’s
Arms public house found
the opening hours of
the pub shortened due
to licensing restrictions
brought in because of the
War. No one was allowed
to buy anyone else a
drink- ‘treating ‘ as it was
known- they would receive
a fine if they did and the
landlord could lose his
licence.

* Voluntary Aid
Detachment (VAD)
formed before the
War of members of
the Red Cross and
members of the St
John Ambulance.
These men and
women were mainly
volunteers and
served in various
roles including
nursing, as stretcher
bearers, cooks and
drivers.

