Godington Park

Godington Park was one of the local estates where
men were billeted for training or before embarkation.

Eastwell Manor (bottom left)

Wounded Belgian soldiers were nursed at Eastwell Manor in October 1914
Troops, including Canadian troops, were stationed here before boarding a train for Folkestone. From Folkestone the troops would cross
the Channel to join the British Expeditionary
Force (BEF) on the Western Front.

Ashford
Burgundy Trail
First World War

Walking Trail
Revealing the history of local people,
places and events
This trail was devised in partnership with
Mike Boulding, Chris Goldsmith,
Ian Sharp, and Ashley Meadows
Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in
a considerate manner to others.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk.

These men are going out ‘East’ in October 1914.
5DOV – G Postcard Front and BackThanks to Ashford Museum for helping identify the location of
this image

Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the
quiz.

www.kentww1.com

Royal Army Medical Corps ( RAMC)

The RAMC operated the army’s medical units and
provided medical detachments for the units of
infantry, artillery and other arms. The Corps was
assisted in its work by voluntary help from the
British Red Cross, St John’s Ambulance, the Friends
Ambulance Unit, the Voluntary Aid Detachments
and hundreds of private and charitable venture Source from the Long, long trail

The QR code below takes
you to the 100 miles for
100 years app, alternatively visit the website
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines
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1st Ashford Boy Scouts HQ
corner of Victoria Road

1st Ashford Boy Scouts,
whose headquarters
were at the lower end
of Victoria Road, were
used as runners to send
messages. They were also
used to guard railway
crossings, telegraph
poles, railway stations
and had the authority to
check peoples I.D cards.
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Baker Families 1 and 3
Russell Villas- corner of
Beaver Road

Next door neighbours
who were both to know
the grief of a son dying
in service. Both men
were lost in 1916, Arthur
from Number one; who
is buried in Basra; in
January .In September
1916 Henry from Number
3 died of wounds in
France. Both Baker
families also had sons
who served and returned.
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3 Beaver RoadHoltum family

Horace (b 1874) was
a regular soldier who
had served in the South
African campaign before
he returned to civilian life.
Horace was mobilised
at the outbreak of War,
served on the Western
Front throughout and was
killed in action on the 23rd
August 1918.
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12 Lower Denmark Road Denmark Arms

53 Lower Denmark Rd- The Brissenden family
Grocers

Local people would have known Ernest ,as he was an
assistant in his father’s shop before he joined up in 1916.As
Ernest joined up his brother Harry came home ;having been
invalided out of the Royal Engineers . Harry was entitled to
wear the Silver War Badge. Both sons survived the War.

Ernest Richards (1898)
lived here with his
parents who ran the pub.
He joined the Royal Navy
in February 1918 and
served upon HMS Superb
which was the flagship of
the Mediterranean force
based in the Black Sea.
Ernest returned safely
when he was demobbed
in September 1919.
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Ashford Burgundy Trail

Distance: 2.00km ( 1.25 miles)
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Post Office- 63 Beaver Road

Mr Gandy ran a sub post office here with
his hardware business. The post office made
several attempts to close some sub post offices
during the War and did cut mail deliveries from
eight a day to five a day

Parking is available at Ashford
Station Car Park B (Saturday all day
£4.10, Sunday all day £1) TN23 1EZ.
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20 Christchurch Road – The
Button family

The Button family would see three of four sons serve
in the forces. Unfortunately they were not all to return
home, eldest son George (b1885) was killed in action
on the Western Front in May 1915. Younger siblings
Ernest (1889) and Percy (1898) served and fortunately
both survived.
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41 Christchurch RoadAlfred Barnes

Alfred is an example of the
men and women of the VAD*
whose voluntary help kept
the hospitals open. At Elwick
Road, Albert worked on the
wards and was in charge of
the drills practised to evacuate
and make patients safe during
air raids
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78 Christchurch RoadHadaway family

A regular soldier who
had served until 1906
Charles was a reservist
who was mobilised at the
outbreak of War in August
1914. However his health
broke down and he was
discharged in 1915 but
could wear the Silver War
Badge to show others he
had done his duty.
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* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) formed before the War of
members of the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance.
These men and women were mainly volunteers and served in various
roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.
All photos courtesy of M L Price.

Victoria Park

The park was a focal
place for concerts and
fund raising during the
War. The fountain was a
popular meeting place
for servicemen and they
sent postcards of the
fountain back home to
their families.

10

5

Christchurch War Memorial

The Memorial is
located within
Christ Church and
lists the names
of South Ashford
men who fought
and lost their lives
during the war.
The memorial
contains the
names of 61
men engraved
in gold lettering
either side of a
statue depicting
the crucifixion of
Christ.
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Allotment Gardens -Beaver Road

During the wartime food shortages
became increasingly serious and all
useable land was put to use to produce
crops. Allotment holders on Beaver
Road also tended the allotments of
those who had joined the Forces so that
their families could benefit from the
food provided.
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Victoria Road
Elementary School

This was the school
attended by many of the
local young men who
served including Harold,
the son of the headmaster
Mr Watts. Harold served
with the Buffs and was
away in Mesopotamia for
the duration of the War.
Schoolchildren here were
allowed to miss school to
help with harvesting.

