Introduction
Ashford was an important town especially because of the
railway works situated in New Town. The strategic importance of these meant that it was a target for German air
raids by Zeppelin and aeroplanes. There were several raids
and loss of life leading to local organisations such as Ashford County School having air raid procedures for the pupils
to take shelter in the basement during a raid. There were
VAD volunteer ambulance drivers on duty during the air
raids to assist the Special Constables with any casualties.
Lighting restrictions were brought in and the papers report
people being fined for breaches- the fines ranged from 10s.

Ashford

Immediately War was declared, 800 men from the railway
works , who were in the reserve or territorial’s, were called
up, leading to shortage of labour at the works and the opportunity for women to take on roles which they would not
had had access to prior to the War.

Blue Trail
First World War

Walking Trail

As the men from Ashford were called up other troops began
arriving for transit and training camps such as one located at the Godington Estate where there were 6,000 men
camped at one time.
The town’s people supported the War Effort in many ways
not just by volunteering but also by attending events such
as the Band Concert for Kentish Flag Day in the High Street
in 1915. The town was presented with a tank at the end of
the War in recognition of fund raising efforts.
Auxiliary hospitals were situated at the Technical Institute,
the Congregational Schools and Swanton House and staffed
by local volunteers.

Revealing the history of local people,
places and events

The tank was presented to the town of Ashford on the 1st
August 1919 as recognition for the fundraising by the town
throughout the War such as this Band concert in the High
Street in September 1915.

This trail was devised in partnership with Mike
Boulding, Ian Sharp, Ashley Meadows and
Chris Goldsmith.
Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in
a considerate manner to others.
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk.
Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the
quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes
you to the 100 miles for
100 years app, alternatively visit the website
for a direct link.

Silver War Badge

In 1916 the Silver War Badge was introduced for men that
had been honourably discharged so that others knew they
had tried to do their patriotic duty and was worn only on
civilian clothing.

This card is post marked the 29th May 1916. In it the sender
mentions how empty the town is now that ‘the boys’ have
gone away. As the Battle of the Somme was imminent we
now know where ‘the boys’ had gone.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

1 Ashford Railway
Wounded soldiers arrived
at the railway station,
generally in the early
hours of the morning,
for transfer to the VAD
hospitals. Women
worked as porters and
ticket collectors because
so many men had
joined up.
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VAD Hospital Elwick
Road (Now the college)
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Royal Mail Sorting
Office

The sorting office was
vital to the important
role the postal service
played to morale by
keeping servicemen in
touch with their families.
Eleven men who worked
here died whilst serving
in the Forces.

Both male and female
VAD volunteers gave their
time at the hospital at
Elwick Road. Father and
son Alfred and Mervyn
Darton were volunteers
here until Mervyn
joined the Army. Mervyn
was killed in action in
September 1917. His
father continued to
volunteer at the hospital
until 1919.

The Cattle Market
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18 East Street- Dryland
family

Meat rose in price and
was in short supply partly
because of the extra
demand from the forces
and the U-boat campaign
affecting imports. People
were encouraged to keep
chickens and pigs but
only for their own use,
not for resale. After the
war the Cattle Market
was used to auction off
returning war horses.
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Ashford Blue Trail

Francis (b1885) was a
plumber and fitter by
trade and joined the
Kings Royal Rifle Corps
in July 1916. However he
was granted six months
exemption from service
as he was working for the
Government ‘performing
work of importance to the
war effort’. Francis was
demobbed in March 1920.
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The tank is one of the few in existence and was
presented to the town on the 1st August 1919 in
recognition of the fund raising effort of the townsfolk
during the War.

Parking is available at Ashford Station Car Park B
(Saturday all day £4.10, Sunday all day £1) TN23 1EZ.
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60-62 High St- Blake
family

Oscar (b 1892) volunteered in
September 1914 and was at
first stationed in England. He
was mobilised with the BEF
to the Western Front but was
admitted to hospital with shell
shock in 1916 and eventually
discharged from the Army.
Oscar was entitled to wear the
Silver War badge to show he
had served.
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The licensee, Alfred Batt, had to run his
public house abiding by the Defence of
the Realm Act which restricted opening
hours and only allowed alcohol to be
bought for personal consumption. In
addition; as Ashford was a garrison
town; he was prohibited from selling
alcohol to troops during the daytime.
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Waddell and Dryland
families 12 and 15 Park
Street

Percy and William lived
opposite each other
and both were postmen.
Both men fought on
the Western Front with
different regiments. The
Dryland family received
news that William had
been killed in action on
the 15th September 1916.
Percy Waddell was killed
in action on the 25th
September 1916. Both men
are commemorated on the
Thiepval Memorial.

17 High Street the Coke family

All photos courtesy of M L Price.
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59 High Street - Hogben family

Both of William and Hannah’s sons served in the war.
William Jnr. was with the Royal Flying Corps and Isaac
with the Royal West Kent Regiment. Both sons survived
the War. Although fish was no rationed it was in short
supply because of restrictions on night fishing and the
activity of U-boats in the Channel.

Memorial Gardens - between Church
Road and Station Road

Originally ornamental gardens these
became the memorial gardens when the War
memorial was dedicated in June 1924. The
gardens were crowded with people for the
dedication ceremony which featured massed
choirs and the British Legion band.
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12 Bank Street- William Hooker’s
grocers shop

From 1918 William’s customers had to
register their ration books so that they
could purchase tea, sugar, lard and
bacon. Rising prices meant that some
families could not afford to buy the
amount a rationed food to which they
were entitled.

Masonic Hall 32 North
Street

Ashford born local
solicitor, James Fraser, was
a brother in the Invicta
Lodge and attended
meetings here. A member
of the Territorials he was
mobilised immediately War
broke out. In 1915 he was
with The Buffs in India.
James was killed in action
in Mesopotamia on the
13th January 1916.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) formed before the
War of members of the Red Cross and members of
the St John Ambulance. These men and women were
mainly volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers.
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Leigh Coke volunteered
early in the War with the
Hampshire Regiment and
as killed in action on the
2nd November 1917 and
is buried in Gaza. His
brother William served
with the RAMC and then
as a VAD* doctor. His
sister in law was also a
VAD* volunteer.
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William; the son of the
landlord James Bridge; was
already serving in the Buffs
( East Kent Regiment) when
war was declared. He was
mobilised to India and then
to Mesopotamia. William was
not killed by enemy action but
died of disease in July 1916.

Charles and his sister ran their greengrocers
together until Charles joined up in January
1917, leaving his sister to run the business
by herself. Charles served in France in the
Labour Corps, building and maintaining roads,
trenches and railways until he was demobilised
in March 1919.

Distance: 2.2 Km

( Old) Prince of Wales- New
Street
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Mark IV Tank (St George’s
Square, Ashford)

Old English Gentleman P.H (30 park
Street no longer in existence)
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Regents Place- The Edwards
greengrocers shop was along here
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22 Bank St- Capital and Counties Bank

The manager was Thomas Pullen, who recruited female
staff to replace male staff who had joined the Forces. The
banks were closed by the government for a week when
War was declared which meant that local businesses
were unable to withdraw money to pay their staff or
their suppliers.

County Constabulary Police Station

Reginald Jones; whose father was a
superintendant in the police force; served with
the RAF and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross. Special constables were
recruited to take the role of policemen who
had joined the forces.
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Canadian Troop Huts (Behind the
Hollywood Bowl)

Canadian Troop Huts would have billeted
Canadian troops while they were in training
in places such as Godington Park. Many
other regiments were based in Ashford and
400 troops from the French Foreign Legion
marched through the town on their way to
Folkestone in November 1914.

