
107 London Road - The 
Evans family10

William and Maud 
did not see their son 
Percy; an air mechanic; 
for three years from 
December 1915 when he 
was posted to serve in 
Mesopotamia for the rest 
of the War. He returned 
safely and served 
unscathed until 1920 
when his records show 
there was an incident 
which necessitated him 
having his left arm 
amputated.

4 The Bandstand

Percy Phillips played the 
cornet with the Town 
Band at the Bandstand. 
He joined up in August 
1916 and was reported 
missing in action in April 
1918.His family heard 
nothing from him apart 
from one postcard in 
August 1918 to advise he 
was a POW. He returned 
home safely in December 
1918.

7 Buses along St Botolphs

Overcrowding on buses was a great problem 
especially on the Tubs Hill service with the bus 
company pleading shortage of petrol as a reason 
for not improving the service. In October 1917 
under pressure from the council, they offered to 
run a return bus service via St Botolph’s Road.

5 War Memorial

The Sevenoaks War Memorial , on Tubs Hill overlooking The 
Vine, commemorates the 226 men from Sevenoaks who lost 
their lives in WW1.

1 Old Police station

Special Constables were 
vital to supplement 
regular police activity 
assisting with patrolling, 
air raid precautions 
and also trained as 
ambulance workers. The 
head of the Specials, J S 
Richardson, joined the 
Army in June 1916 and 
had only been in France 
for eight weeks when he 
was killed in action in 
April 1917.

8
Messrs J Martin was an 
established furniture, soft 
furnishings and blind 
making business run by 
four brothers all of whom 
served and returned safely.

Messrs J Martin 
Tubs Hill

6
Even in 1914 it was 
realised that allotments 
were an important source 
of food for families. There 
was an appeal for those 
who employed gardeners 
to pay them to tend the 
allotments of men who 
had volunteered for service 
so that families continued 
to benefit from fresh 
vegetables.

Council allotments on St 
Botolphs Road

9
Edwin Wilkins (b 1896) 
was the only son of Arthur 
and Kate and worked as 
a grocer’s assistant before 
joining the West Kent 
Regiment in October 1916. 
He had tried to join up 
before and been rejected as 
unfit. He was killed in action 
on the 2nd of August 1917 
aged 19.

117 London Road - 
Wilkins family

Sevenoaks Green 
Trail
Distance: 1.5 km approx

3 The Vine

The Vine was used as a 
parade ground for the 
troops during the First 
World War and the 
YMCA had a canteen 
for the troops nearby. 
It was also the venue 
for some of the Peace 
Celebrations in 1919.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment 
(VAD) formed before the War of 
members of the Red Cross and 
members of the St John 
Ambulance. These men and 
women were mainly volunteers 
and served in various roles 
including nursing, as stretcher 
bearers, cooks and drivers.

All photos are courtesy of M 
L Price.

Parking is available at Tesco behind the 
library at TN13 1DB.

2
The Cornwall Hall was 
mobilised as a hospital 
by the VAD* in August 
1914. The first patients 
were wounded Belgian 
soldiers in October 1914.
As well as British troops 
the hospital also treated 
Canadian soldiers and 
remained open until 
March 1919.Patients were 
able to visit the cinema 
free of charge for matinee 
performances.

The Cornwall Hall

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

Sevenoaks
First World War

Walking Trails
Revealing the history of local people, 

places and events
These trails were developed in association with 

Darrienne Price and Ashley Meadows

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical 
information only & walking the trails is at your own risk. 

Please see the website for walking guidance ,directions , full 
disclaimer, to discover more information and to take part in the 

quiz.

www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.
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70A High Street - Book 
depot10

A depot to collect books and 
periodicals for wounded 
service men was opened 
for 10 days in July 1918.
The items were distributed 
through the Red Cross and 
sent to hospitals in England, 
France, Flanders, Italy, the 
Holy Land and elsewhere.

4 18 London Rd - Twiddys

Mr Twiddy ran a tobacconist 
at number 18 and a bicycle 
shop at number 16.Cycling 
in the blackout was very 
perilous as there were no 
street lights and bicycle 
lights had to be shaded. 
B. Tampkin worked for 
Twiddy’s before joining the 
Army Service Corps in 1916; 
he survived the War.

8 36 High Street - Sevenoaks War 
Supply Depot

The War Supply Depot was run by volunteers on 
donations from local people and businesses. It ran 
from August 1915 and was still operating in November 
1918 when it was appealing for clothing for wounded 
soldiers, returning POW’s and refugees displaced 
by the War.

5 E J Payne – Grocers 61 high street

E J Payne 
packed parcels 
of groceries for 
troops at the 
front and would 
put in letters and 
enclosures free 
of charge, people 
could order 
parcels in values 
from 1/- to 10/-. 
Townsfolk had 
to register their 
ration books 
here from 1918.

1 55 London Rd Hills 
brothers coal merchants

London Coal merchants’ 
first implemented coal 
rationing in 1916 based 
on how many rooms 
in a dwelling. In 1917 
the Sevenoaks District 
Council set the price 
for coal for domestic 
consumers; however 
people could save money 
by going to the railway 
sidings and collecting 
their coal.

7
All three daughters 
of the vicar the Rev 
Rooker volunteered with 
the VAD* as nurses. A 
member of the choir& 
Sunday School teacher 
William Hicks died in July 
1917 , he was an only 
son who was engaged to 
local girl, Jesse Ellman.

St Nicholas Church

9
Walter and Lucy had three 
sons serving, they did not see 
Henry from when he went 
to India in December 1914 
until he returned in 1919, 
and John also served in the 
East in Palestine. Ernest was 
with the observation balloon 
section on the Western Front, 
he survived this perilous 
posting.

66 High St - Horncastle family

6
When Isaac White rejoined his regiment in June 
1917 he had already been seriously wounded 
and spent six months in hospital .He had only 
been back in France for six weeks when he was 
killed in action on 31st July 1917, aged 23.

23 High Street - White family

Sevenoaks Burgundy 
Trail: 2.5km approx

88 High Street - Francis 
family11

Alice and her two young 
daughters waited a year 
from 1915 to 1916 before 
it was confirmed that 
Thomas Francis had been 
killed at Hill 60 on the 
18th April 1915. This delay 
meant that Alice could 
not claim a war widow’s 
pension until 1916.

3 Granville Road The Post 
Office

Eighty nine postal 
workers from the 
Sevenoaks District 
served in the Forces and 
fourteen of those died, 
many of whom were 
based at the main office 
in Granville Road. Women 
were employed as post 
women for the first time 
to keep the vital service 
going.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) formed 
before the War of members of the Red Cross and 
members of the St John Ambulance. These men 
and women were mainly volunteers and served 
in various roles including nursing, as stretcher 
bearers, cooks and drivers.

All photos are courtesy of M L Price.

2
Henry was not well 
enough to serve but spent 
many hours visiting the 
convalescent soldiers in 
the VAD* hospitals and 
taking their portraits. 
Both his brothers served 
and returned safely. 
On Henry’s premature 
death in 1919 his sister 
took over the running of 
the studio.

41 London Road- 
Essenhigh Corke 
photographic studios

13
Ernest Parris ran his 
bakers shop here and 
regulations forbade 
him from selling fresh 
bread and he also 
was not allowed to sell 
white bread. Lighting 
restrictions made it very 
difficult for his customers 
as there was no public 
lighting after dark and 
no lights were allowed 
to show.

122 High St - 
Parris bakers

14
Arthur Terry of the Kings Royal 
Rifle Corps was injured in 
April 23rd 1917 severely in the 
knee and spent six months in 
hospital at Leeds. He returned 
home to his parents and was 
discharged from the Army, he 
was entitled to wear the Silver 
War Badge to show he done 
his duty.

Brewery Lane - Terry family 
road sign

12
When Walter 
Woollatt 
transferred his 
business to F 
Harrison in August 
1918 all his 
customers would 
have been able to 
keep their ration 
cards registered 
at the same shop. 
Walter had sold 
up in order to join 
the RAF; he served 
safely until he 
was discharged in 
March 1920.

101 High St - Woollatt 
Butcher

15
Dr. Perceval Mansfield and his wife Kathleen 
both served at Cornwallis Hall as VAD Volunteers. 
Mrs Mansfield was the commandant and Dr 
Mansfield was the surgeon until he joined the 
Royal Army Military Corps in April 1918. He 
survived the War and returned home to his wife 
and family in April 1919.

Site of Suffolk Lodge - The Mansfields 16
The Baths were very important during the War with so many 
servicemen billeted in town and a lack of bathing facilities. 
Servicemen were allowed admittance at a special rate.

The site of the Eardley Road Baths 17
This was one of the 
many homes opened 
by Sevenoaks residents 
to house Belgian 
refugees in October 
1914. The town 
continued to support 
the Belgian refugees 
throughout the War, 
although many of the 
families only needed 
temporary help.

10 Eardley Road Belgian refugees

18
Mary Catherine Mann known 
as Molly was a lady of 
independent means who was 
64 when she volunteered with 
the VAD to be a larder assistant 
and supervise breakfasts at 
Cornwall Hall Hospital in 
March 1915 and served until 
March 1919.

17 Granville Rd Molly 
Mann 19

Four of 
Edward and 
Mary Wallis’s 
sons served 
in the forces, 
three in the 
Army and one 
in the Navy. 
When their 
mother died in 
April 1918 they 
were unable 
to attend her 
funeral but 
they did all 
survive the 
War.

22 Gordon Rd - Wallis family 20
The drill hall was a scene of constant activity and 
recruiting meetings. The Sevenoaks Rifle Club had 
to find another winter rifle range and was allowed 
to set up in the upper floor of the Holmesdale 
Brewery. After the War there was an exhibition of 
War items lent by the Imperial War Museum.

Argyle Road Drill Hall

21
Fred and Eliza had their son Arthur home on 
leave in August 1917. He had been serving in 
France since early 1915 and was formerly a 
worker at the Post Office at Granville Road. 
Arthur died on the 18th April 1918, one of the ten 
postal workers who died in service.

6 Beech Rd - The Weller family

22
The parents of Frank 
Singleton (b 1896) had 
a very anxious time 
from March 21st 1918 
when he was declared 
missing until August 
1918 when they finally 
received a postcard 
advising them that he 
was a Prisoner of War. 
Frank had two brothers 
serving and all survived 
the War.

12 Lime Tree Walk - Singleton 
family

Parking is available at Tesco behind the 
library at TN13 1DB.
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