
Maidstone
Central Burgundy Trail

First World War
Walking Trail

Revealing the history of local people, 
places and events

This trail was developed in by Darrienne Price with 
additional research by Ashley Meadows, Chris Goldsmith 

and Anne Paine

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical infor-
mation only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see 
the website for walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to 

discover more information and to take part in the quiz.
www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

At the outbreak of WW1 Maidstone was the 
headquarters of the Home Counties Division. 
August 1914 saw 2,000 Territorials in Maid-
stone waiting to be drafted. Exercises testing 
the troop’s readiness caused disturbances, 
with alarms being sounded as they rushed to 
their stations and marched out of town and 
waking residents on their return at 5am.

The regimental depot for the West Kent Yeo-
manry in Union Street encouraged men to 
enlist directly there and troops regularly 
marched along the High Street. Equipment 
was in short supply and a Kent-wide appeal in 
1915 asked the public for contributions to the 
Kent Territorial Force.

The Tilling-Stevens Factory became controlled 
by the Ministry of Munitions making engines 
and lorries for the Army.

The Kent Fruit Market was held weekly and 
newspapers reported price rises for fresh pro-
duce which led to rationing being introduced 
from 1917/18.

Kreemy Toffee Factory, Saint Peter’s 
Street
The Sharps factory by the river bank originally 
produced toffees. During the war it was first a 
fruit pulping station for jam for the troops and 
later dried vegetables. The owner Sir Edward 
Sharp raised money for prisoners of war by 
organising a fancy dress, comic charity football 
match.

175 Tonbridge Rd
The home of the four Busbridge brothers, three 
of whom served - but in different regiments. 
Families sometimes chose to do this to lessen 
the risk of losing several members during the 
same battle. The two eldest sons Frederick and 
Walter worked together and both were bell 
ringers, their parents lost both of them; Walter 
in 1916 and Frederick in 1917. Their third son, 
Leonard, survived.



Council School, Union 
Street (now Old School 
Place)10

Pupils had their 
schooling interrupted 
when the school was 
taken over by the West 
Kent Yeomanry who 
were billeted at the 
school in the Autumn 
of 1914.

4 The Palace Theatre, 28 Gabriel’s Hill

This was a live performance theatre and in 1915 a 
collection taken by artists raised £11 5s 5d (over 
£1,000 in today’s value) for wounded soldiers. The 
money was used to provide fresh eggs, cigarettes, 
chocolate, flowers etc. and most importantly postage 
stamps, each soldier receiving a bundle of 12.

8 Howard-de-Walden Institute

The Howard- de- Walden Institute was mobilised 
by the VAD in October 1914 providing 30 beds 
and four trained nurses who volunteered their 
services for no remuneration. Mrs Benzie of 
Marsham Street was a masseuse here helping 
men who were amputees and received a ‘special 
mention’ from the Secretary of War in 1919 for 
her efforts.

5 38 Gabriel’s Hill - the Beale family

Wallace Beale (b 1892) left 
the family shop, which sold 
furniture, baby carriages and 
drapery, to join the Royal Navy 
as a stoker. He was stationed 
at Scapa Flow on a battleship 
which patrolled the North Sea. 
He returned home safely in 
February 1919.

1 Lockmeadow Cattle and 
Livestock Market

The Lockmeadow Hall 
is built on the site of 
the Agricultural Market 
Hall which is where the 
farmers would bring their 
produce and livestock 
during the First World 
War. A local auction 
house, Waterman’s from 
King Street, held the 
auctions here.

7
The family home of Edward (a 
corn merchant and miller) and 
Eliza Hills. Four of their seven sons 
served in the War and Frederick 
(the 4th son), who attended the 
Maidstone Grammar School, died 
at Ypres in July 1917 but their 
other three sons survived the War.

Nearby (Lenworth, 4 Ashford 
Road), The Hills Family6

R S Miles lived here - he was a VAD volunteer 
who garaged, maintained and drove an 
ambulance. He met the ambulance trains 
to transport the wounded and also brought 
casualties from Fort Pitt Hospital, Chatham to 
auxiliary hospitals in the Maidstone area.

62 King Street - R S Miles

9
Mrs Eliza Drowley (a widow) 
was the licensee during 
the War. Her son Hubert 
enlisted with the Royal 
Naval Air Service in April 
1916 and trained as an 
aircraft mechanic. He served 
his time in England until 
1919 repairing salvaged 
components from crashed 
aircraft so they could be 
reused as spares.

The Victory Inn, 23 
Church Street

Maidstone Central 
Burgundy Trail
Distance: 3 miles 
(4.8km) approxDepot Drill Hall, 

Union Street11
Along this street was 
the Drill Hall. Until 
conscription was brought 
in during 1916 there 
were regular newspaper 
appeals for recruits to 
report to the Drill Hall 
to enlist in the West 
Kent Yeomanry. Also 
during the War regular 
instruction was held here.

3 Knightrider House, 
Knightrider Street - John Gibb

The home of John 
Aldington Gibb FRCS, 
medical officer in 
charge and surgeon at 
Hayle Place. He only 
volunteered his services 
the day before he 
treated his first wounded 
patients, who were 53 
Belgian soldiers admitted 
on the 14 October 1914.

* Voluntary Aid Detach-
ment (VAD) formed 
before the War of 
members of the Red 
Cross and members of 
the St John Ambulance. 
These men and women 
were mainly volunteers 
and served in various 
roles including nursing, 
as stretcher bearers, 
cooks and drivers.

Credits: Stop 6) 1791MAI 
Red Cross.

2
Local Leonard Startup 
was a bell ringer here. 
Leonard volunteered in 
1915. He was killed in 
action serving with the 
Northumberland Fusiliers, 
when he was in France, 
on the 3 May 1917. 
Commemorated inside 
the church is William 
Hogben, who died whilst a 
Prisoner of War on the 9 
October 1915.

All Saints Church - 
Leonard Startup

Please be aware that there                       
are some busy roads on this 
route.  Parking is at the start 
of the walk.

13
The West Kent Yeomanry 
paraded through the 
town in August 1914 on 
the way to Canterbury. 
A constant presence 
in the town in the 
autumn of 1914 was the 
2,000 Territorials, who 
marched through here 
regularly. 1915 was 
the first time several 
married women were 
employed as tram 
conductors.

High Street 14
Horace Holland Moore was 
the Bank Manger in 1914 
living above the bank with 
his family. The Government 
closed the banks for three days 
after War was declared and so 
people were unable to access 
their funds and businesses had 
great difficulty in paying their 
weekly wages.

10 Middle Row - The London and Provincial Bank

12
This was where John Taylor (b 1893) 
was working with his father in the 
family’s tailoring business before the 
War. John served from 1915 to 1919 on 
the Salonikan front and was awarded 
a Military Cross in 1917. He returned 
safely after the War.

34 Week Street - Henry 
Taylor’s tailors shop

15
The post office was vital during the War as 
letters were the only communication when 
people were away from home. The postal 
deliveries were cut to 5 a day during the 
War and in 1915 Maidstone Council 
protested when the Post Office tried to 
close post offices.

Post Office 16
Before the War this was an old tan yard 
and was brought by Rootes Ltd and 
converted to a large workshop where aero 
engines were repaired and high precision 
parts for aero engines were made. The Len 
Works employed 400 workers and were 
reconstructing 100 aero engines a month.

Mill Street - the Rootes building

17
This was used for storage in November 1917 
when, due to sharp rises in the cost of coal, 
the council bought 200 tons as a reserve to 
be sold to the poorer residents to protect 
them from further price rises. It was also the 
waste paper depot in 1917.

Tithe Barn, Mill Street 18
As a strategic crossing place the bridge was 
guarded each side with sentries patrolling 
day and night. Someone could be arrested 
for using a camera and photographing any 
military activity in Maidstone during the War.

River Medway – river defences

19
The school was located here during the First 
World War. In November 1914 the West Kent 
Yeomanry, who had been under canvas, were 
moved to indoor billets at the Grammar 
School. 43 boys who attended here were to 
die during the War.

Maidstone Boys Grammar School - 
Tonbridge Road site 20

The War Memorial on Tonbridge Road was 
unveiled in June 1922.  It does not list the 
names of the fallen.

War Memorial

21
The family home of James and Elizabeth 
Startup, whose son Leonard was a bell ringer 
at All Saints Church (see stop 2). Their son 
Victor (b 1899) joined the Royal Army Medical 
Corps in 1915 and was captured in March 
1918 and held as a Prisoner of War. Victor 
returned home in February 1919.

2 Heath Cottages, Tonbridge Road – 
Startup family

22
Eric Foster Clark (b 1896), whose father 
George owned a food factory on this site, was 
killed in action whilst flying as an observer 
spotting for artillery over enemy lines on the 
1 January 1917. The factory produced range 
of convenience food and was an important 
local employer.

Location of Eiffel Tower Works, Hart Street
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