
Maidstone
Blue Trail

First World War
Walking Trail

Revealing the history of local people, 
places and events

This trail was developed in by Darrienne Price with 
additional research by Ashley Meadows, Chris Goldsmith 

and Anne Paine

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical infor-
mation only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see 
the website for walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to 

discover more information and to take part in the quiz.
www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

VAD Hospitals
VAD hospitals mobilised in October 1914 
included Howard-le-Warden Institute and 
Hayle Place. Preston Hall was taken over 
as a Military Hospital in 1915 (now the 
site of the Royal British Legion Village at 
Aylesford). Appeals were made for news-
papers and magazines to help keep the 
patients occupied during their convales-
cence.

Preston Hall
Preston Hall was taken over from the 
Sauber family in 1915 for use as a Military 
Hospital. It is now the site of the British 
Legion Village but this building remains.

Frederick assisted in forming the VAD 
detachment and with the Silvertown 
Explosion in West Ham in 1917 and was 
awarded the Gold Medallion from St John 
Ambulance. Louisa was serving at Hayle 
Place.

21 Buckland Hill
VAD cards for Frederick Charles Deane and 
Miss Louisa Griffin who lived at 21 Buckland 
Hill.

To showcase the contribution women could 
make to agriculture and promote the Wom-
en’s Land Army a demonstration was held at 
Allington in November 1917

Source: Kent & Sussex Courier



28-30 Allen Street- 
Henry Davis bakers10

Different regulations 
brought in during the 
War meant that white 
bread was not made, 
being replaced by brown 
bread. Also bakers were 
not allowed to sell fresh 
bread; it had to be a day 
old. Bread did not go on 
ration.

15 James Street – 
Coal rationing14

Emma Gilliard was a coal 
merchant with whom, 
from 1916, people would 
have had to register to 
receive a coal ration based 
on how many rooms in 
their house.

98 Wheeler St - Thomas Robert Pargeter13
Thomas Pargeter was a VAD*volunteer who served 
as a night orderly on air raid and convoy duties. He 
met the ambulance trains which arrived at the railway 
station and unloaded the wounded soldiers for 
transfer to local hospitals. He also rescued someone 
from a well and was awarded a Bronze Royal Humane 
Society medal.

60 Peel Street - the Harrison family4
The eldest 
of six sons 
William John (b 
1894) enlisted 
in November 
1915. He served 
with the Rifle 
Brigade and 
was captured in 
May 1918 and 
was a POW until 
repatriated. His 
brother Edmund 
served in the 
Navy. Both were 
to survive the 
War. 8 St Luke’s Church and 

Army Chaplains

The Reverend Collis was 
the minister here. One 
of his curates joined 
the Army chaplaincy 
service and was awarded 
a Military Medal for 
bravery at the Front. 
The Army chaplains 
were embedded with a 
battalion and wherever 
the men went their 
chaplains followed.

72 Peel Street - the Brooker family5
Ethel Brooker 
the daughter of 
Horace, a grocer, 
was an elementary 
school teacher who 
also found time 
to volunteer for 
the VAD* at Hayle 
Place in 1918 
where she was a 
part time cook.

26 Fisher Street – 
Butchers15

Frederick Baker was a master 
butcher who ran his own shop here 
during the War. People would have 
to register their ration card here for 
meat supplies and would not be 
able to shop anywhere else.

2
John Hepton (a.k.a. Jack) and 
his twin brother lived here 
as children. John enlisted 
in the Army aged 35 in 
1916. Jack was wounded at 
Passchendaele on the 18 
September 1917 and died of 
his wounds in hospital 4 days 
later. Information contributed 
by his family ‘In memory of 
John Frank Hepton’.

1 Brickmaker’s Arms , 107 to 
109 Perryfield Street - The 
Dalton family

Ernest (b 1900), the 
grandson of the licensee 
John, enlisted under age 
in 1915 giving his age as 
18. He was sent to France 
but kept at Etaples and not 
sent to the Front. He was 
discharged as underage 
in July 1916 and returned 
home.

7
Alfred John Chittenden 
(b 1886) was a paid 
driver for the Red Cross 
based in Rouen from 
1915 to February 1919. 
Before the War he was 
lodging in Folkestone 
and working as a green 
grocer, so that could be 
when he learnt to drive.

74 Salisbury Road - Alfred Chittenden

6
Edward Whitehead 
enlisted with the Royal 
Navy but he fought his 
War on the Western 
Front in a Naval 
Battalion. Despite 
being wounded several 
times and his family 
receiving a letter in June 
1918 warning that his 
wounds were severe, he 
survived the War and 
returned home.

179 Boxley Road - Whitehead family

9
William Billenness (b 
1877) served in the 
Labour Corps from 
October 1916 until June 
1918. He was discharged 
because of epilepsy 
exacerbated by military 
service and so entitled 
to wear the Silver War 
Badge to show he had 
done his duty.

30 Foley Street – Billenness family

Maidstone  
Blue Trail
Distance ap-
prox 1.9 miles 
(3.05km)

38 Hedley Street - Elizabeth Down and 
her son Cecil12

Maidstone born 
Cecil (b 1893) 
had emigrated 
to Australia and 
was working as a 
bank clerk when 
he volunteered in 
September 1914. 
He was part of the 
Australian force 
which was sent to 
Gallipoli in April 
1915 and lost his 
life on the 2 May 
1915; just over 
a week after he 
landed in Gallipoli.

66 Holland Road - the Brown family11
Both of the family’s two 
sons Frederick (b 1896) and 
Harry (1900) served. Harry 
was a cadet in the Merchant 
Navy and survived his ship 
being sunk in May 1917; 
he spent the rest of the War 
as a POW. Frederick served 
as an air mechanic. Both 
returned home.

3
Father Henry Edward and son 
Henry Charles both served, 
one in the Royal Marines and 
the other in the Lincolnshire 
Regiment. Mrs Price received 
2 telegrams in April 1918 to 
advise that both were missing. 
Henry Edward survived to return 
home, but his son was killed on 
Hill 60 aged 19. From the family 
research of Sue Black.

Please note 
parking can be 
found at: 98 
Sandling Road 
Maidstone ME14 
1AA.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment 
(VAD) formed before the War 
of members of the Red Cross 
and members of the St John 
Ambulance. These men and 
women were mainly volunteers 
and served in various roles 
including nursing, as stretcher 
bearers, cooks and drivers.

           Credit: Stop 14) 1800MAI 
IWM (Art.IWMPST6553)

There are some very 
busy roads please use 
designated crossings. 
This route has hills.

17 Arundel Street - the Hepton family 50 Peel Street - the Price 
family
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