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Travel information 
By car:    Start point Burgundy Trail: CT6 8QN  
                             Start point Blue Trail: CT6 5JQ 
By Train:   
Herne Bay railway station: CT6 8PJ. This is actually a point on the Burgundy Trail. 
 
Parking:  For Burgundy trail: street parking is available along Fleetwood or St. Anne’s 

For the Blue Trail: Neptune Car Park, Herne Bay CT6 5JN 
  
 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss, 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 
Trail specific information 
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop.  
 

  

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Glossary 

 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly 
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers. 
 

 
 

Introduction 
 

Herne Bay in The Great War 1914-1918 
 
The Great War, as it became known, broke out in August 1914. This would be the first truly global 
conflict that stretched out to touch civilians and soldiers alike as the nation was subjected to 
shelling from enemy battleships and bombing by Zeppelins and aeroplanes. On many a day and 
night the residents of Herne Bay could hear the rumbling of the heavy guns in Flanders, and the 
barbed wire, gun emplacements and trenches that subsequently appeared around the town 
served as a daily reminder to all that a war was being waged close by across a narrow stretch of 
sea.  
 
Herne Bay would provide major hospital facilities throughout the War, with the local Railwaymen’s 
Convalescent Home and the neighbouring Friendly Societies’ Convalescent Home both being 
taken over for use as a military hospital. Other casualties – including wounded Belgian soldiers - 
would be treated at the local Cottage Hospital in Cavendish Road and the VAD Hospital in Downs 
Park.   
 
A large number of troops passed through the area on their way to the Western Front and, 
accordingly, the Kings Hall was taken over by the Army Canteen Committee and renamed the 
Garrison Institute and Theatre. It provided facilities for soldiers, etc. to obtain refreshment and 
entertainment. 
  
Local schoolchildren aided the war-effort by collecting horse-chestnuts (‘conkers’) which were 
fermented to produce acetone – a solvent necessary for the production of cordite while others 
actually manufactured shell-cases and shell-heads in the engineering workshops of a local 
college.   
 
Herne Bay (or more precisely Herne) even has its own VC. Sergeant Harry Wells of the Royal 
Sussex Regiment was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross for ‘most conspicuous bravery’ 
at the Battle of Loos in September 1915. 
 
John Fishpool 
 
President – Herne Bay Historical Records Society 
 
Author of ‘Herne Bay in the Great War 1914-1918’ HBHRS Herne Bay Past Series – No. 12   
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Herne Bay Burgundy Trail 
4.4km (2.7miles) 

 
Stop 1. 1 Fleetwood Maisonettes (now 14-16 Fleetwood Avenue)  
Start point CT6 8QN 

Lyster (a.k.a. Lester) William Pilcher (b 1880) of 1 Fleetwood 
Maisonettes, Fleetwood Avenue, Herne Bay was carpenter and 
joiner on the 1911 census married to Rosamund with three children 
aged 5, 7 and 9 in 1914 when he joined the Red Cross to work 
overseas. He was based in Boulogne at the Red Cross 
ambulance garage where all ambulances and lorries which arrived 
in France was taken to be checked before they were issued to a 
driver or sent to a hospital. His main duties were as an 
ambulance driver. Boulogne was the clearing station for the 

wounded men being sent from the front line by ambulance train for transfer to hospitals in the city. 
During the war the Boulogne ambulance convoys transported 1,823,458 sick and wounded men. 
At the start of the war men were moved by horse drawn ambulances. There were several 
appeals to supply motorised ambulances to speed up transfer of wounded men and to make their 
journey more comfortable and most of these were supplied by public subscription. Though 
ambulances were mainly used for base work, drivers were sometimes placed in the line of fire 
when transporting wounded men from the Front. 

 

Source: http://www.redcross.org.uk 
 
 

Stop 2. Herne Bay Railway Station 
Walk along Fleetwood Avenue; crossing Bognor Drive and Sandown Drive with care to the 
Railway Station; look across at the Railway Station. 
The railway was vital to the War effort as it was the main method of conveying the vast numbers 
of men, and quantities of munitions and supplies needed for the War effort.  
It was also the main way that goods were brought onto the 
town, for example coal was brought in by rail rather than 
by sea during the War because of the activity of the U-
boats. Businesses also used the railway to transport goods 
to sell, milk was regularly sent to Canterbury from 
Herne Bay. The Defence of the Realm Act regulations; 
which restricted how much light could be shown; led to the 
South Eastern & Chatham Railway having to pay damages in 
1916 to a passenger who fell down a bay at the railway 
station and fractured her leg because the lights were so 
dim on the platforms.  
 
 
Sources Shepton Mallet Journal June 1916, various editions of Whitstable Times and Tankerton Press and 
http://greatwarnurses.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/ambulance-trains-where-did-they.html 
 

http://www.redcross.org.uk/
http://greatwarnurses.blogspot.co.uk/2013/05/ambulance-trains-where-did-they.html
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Stop 3. 17 Pier Avenue (now 101) - Hougham family home  
Turn left up Pier Avenue, walk up Pier Avenue for 450 metres approximately and cross 
Western Avenue with care. Continue to 101 Pier Avenue 

 
Frederick James Hougham (b 1887) was a trained 
wheelwright who worked for Frederick Wacher; a corn 
and coal merchant; of Tower Parade, Herne Bay for eight 
years before he joined up. He was married to Daisy with a 
son born in February 1914. 
Frederick enlisted in Chatham on the 4th June 1915 
as a sapper with the Royal Engineers. Initially he 
trained at Newark in the laying of mines and other 
demolition work before he was mobilised to France in 
March 1916 with the 227th Company the Royal 
Engineers. The war diaries of the 227th company are 
available from the National Archives and give details of 
the work in which Frederick was involved which spanned 
working on the front line repairing trenches and fortifying 
positions to repairing roads and communication 
trenches. There are reports of men in the company being injured in enemy gas attacks and 
surprise attacks -whilst they were repairing trenches they would be under artillery fire. Despite this 
dangerous work Frederick was uninjured throughout the War and finally demobbed on the 8th 
February 1919 returning home to Daisy. Sappers could be involved in tunnelling under 
enemy positions and laying mines, often working 100 feet down and in complete silence- this 
was very dangerous work and many men lost their lives. One large mine was the Lochnagar 
mine which was detonated by the Allies at the start of the Battle of the Somme in 1916, the 
crater it caused is visited by 200,000 visitors a year. The largest series of mines set off were in 
1917 under the Messines ridge, the explosions from these were felt in Switzerland and London.  
 
Source Lives of the First World War and Ancestry 
 
 
 

Stop 4. 6 Pier Avenue (now 123) - Bedwell Family 
Continue along Pier Avenue, crossing Clarence Street with 
care to 123 Pier Avenue. 
 
Harold Hooper Bedwell lived here with his mother in law Rhoda 
Goodman, whose home this was; was a ward maid at the 
local hospital; his wife Rose and son who was 6 when his 
father enlisted in October 1916. Also in the household in 1913 
was a lodger Harold George Leach (b1894) and he and Harry 
were friends- see 54 Mortimer Street for George Leach.  
 
 Source Lives of the First World War 
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Stop 5. 6 Station Road (now 145) - Charles Plater who was a scout  
Cross over so that you are on the right hand pavement. Walk to the main road, turn right 
and take the first right onto Station Road to 145. 

 
Benjamin (a boot repairer) and Jesse lived here with their 2 sons, 
their eldest boy being Charles Benjamin (b 1899). Charles was 
a member of the Boy Scouts and despite his young age was 
secretary for the 2nd Herne Bay Scout Troop. 
His military records are incomplete but he enlisted in Herne Bay 
and served as a rifleman with the 13th Battalion the Kings Royal 
Rifle Corps as a Private, his service number was 205566. 
He was wounded in action on the 18th March 1918 and died of 
his wounds whilst being transported to a field hospital by the 49th 
Field Ambulance. He is buried at the Menin Road South 
Cemetery in Belgium. His younger brother, John, was 10 years of 
age when Charles died. Over 100,000 Scouts served in the First 
World War of which 10,000 fell. In May 1919 there was a special 
service at Canterbury Cathedral attended by 2,000 scouts from 
Kent to commemorate the 600 Scouts from Kent who died during 
the War. 
 
Sources: Scouts who died in the First World War, Forces War Records, Whitstable Times and Tankerton 
Press and Commonwealth War Graves 

 
Stop 6. 11 Station Road (now 135) - Rowden family 
Continue along Station Road to 135. 
 
The parents of Nathaniel and Sydney were Nathaniel (Snr) a 
farmer, and Jane. Nathaniel Rowden born 1893 was a butcher, 
who enlisted in Canterbury on the 31st May 1915 with the 
Royal East Kent Mounted Regiment for the duration of the War. 
Nathaniel married in August 1915 whilst he was training and his 
child was born the following June. He transferred to the Buffs in 
March 1916 and went overseas with the Mediterranean 
Expeditionary Force, first to Egypt, where he caught malaria, and 
then onto Salonika. He was transferred back to Western Front 
in May 1918 without any home leave.  
 
December 4th 1918 he was admitted to hospital with influenza, 
recovering he was sent back to England on 31st December 1918, 
where he was admitted to the discharge Hospital in Aberdeen and 
was demobilised on the 22nd January 1919 when he went 
home to see his child for the first time. 
 
His brother Sidney b.1894 who worked with his father joined on the 1st of June 1915 the East 
Kent Regiment The Buffs in Canterbury. He married Nellie from Canterbury in October 1914 and 
his son Sydney was born in January 1916. His British Army Service Records are incomplete but 
he served with the MEF (Mediterranean Expeditionary Force) in 1916 and would have been first in 
Egypt and then in Salonika, where he was wounded and spent a month in hospital. His unit 
was transferred back to the Western Front in May 1918, he was given home leave for 7 days in 
September 1918 and saw his son for the first time. He was demobilised in February 1919 at 
Crystal Palace and returned to Station Road.  
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Stop 7. Site of St John’s Church Brunswick Square 
Look over Station Road at the modern flats which are on the site of St John’s Church. 

 
In 1916 St John’s Church had to apply for dispensation 
to have the terms of a legacy from a will extended. The 
Church had been left £500 in the will as long as a 
peal of bells was rung and this was forbidden during 
the War. The ringing of the church bells was 
reserved to be used if there was an invasion. 
Fortunately for church funds the time allowed for the 
peal to be rung was extended by two years. 
The town council relied on a system of flags to warn 
of impending air raids- they believed strongly that if 
any aural warning of air raids was given that the 
townsfolk would panic or go outside to look. There was 
also no arrangement for an all clear and it was reported in the newspaper that this failure was 
causing great inconvenience to the population who were often taking shelter in cellars for a couple 
of hours at night when all danger had passed.  
 
Sources various editions of the Whitstable and Herne Bay Times 
 
 
 

Stop 8. 17 Underdown Road - Buffs Drill Hall 
Cross over Station Road where safe, turn left onto King’s Road. Walk for approximately 500 
metres along King’s Road crossing Richmond Street, Beach Street and William Street with 
care. Turn left onto Underdown Road to number 17 the site of the Drill Hall. 

 
Men from Herne Bay who wished to enlist in the East Kent 
Regiment (The Buffs) were urged in newspaper articles to report 
to the The Buffs Drill Hall here. In 1915 the Buffs were appealing 
for recruits aged 19 to 38, unless they had previous military 
experience  as Regular or Territorial officers when they would be 
taken  up to the age of 50. The height limit for recruits at the 
time was 5ft 1 inch - the height limit would fluctuate during the 
War dependant on the need for recruits at the time. There was also 
the opportunity for men to report to the Town Hall if they wished 
to sign up. 
The Port family of five sons and one daughter lived here as the 
father of the family, John Port, was the colour sergeant in charge of 
drill.   
Thomas George Port enlisted as a private (service number 
301299) with the 11th Battalion the Essex Regiment in Herne Bay. 
He died of wounds, aged 24 ,on the 25th April 1918, and is 
buried at St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen 
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Stop 9. Royal Oak Public House 
Retrace your steps cross King’s Road with care and take the first right onto Park Road to 
the site of the Royal Oak Public House. 

 
The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) had restricted when 
public houses were allowed to sell intoxicating liquor. 
Although pubs could open to sell food and non alcoholic 
drinks from 5.30 a.m. they were only allowed to sell alcohol 
between 12 noon-2.30p.m. and 6p.m.-8p.m. and were 
not allowed to sell spirits for consumption off the 
premises at the weekend. There were also restrictions 
on orders which were delivered to private houses.  
The main impact on the customers was that they were 
not allowed credit or to buy a round of drinks ‘treating’ 
as it was known. The penalty for breaking the regulations 
was a fine (up to £100) or imprisonment. Customers were also not allowed to stand and drink at 
the bar - they would have to be seated and be served at their seats 
Although convalescing patients at the Hospital were encouraged to go out around the town they 
were not allowed into Public houses and landlords were not permitted to serve them alcohol.  
 
Source: http://www.dover-kent.com/2014-project-a/Royal-Oak-Herne-Bay.html 

 
 
Stop 10. 34 Gordon Road – Police Station 
Cross Park Road with care and take the first left which is Gordon Road walk to number 34 
the Police Station. 

 
The Police Sergeant during the War was Charles Dengate who 
lived at the Police Station with his wife Edith and 2 children. 
During the War, the force which had had 5 constables pre war 
was supplemented by special constables who volunteered 
their time to assist in air raids, and conduct regular patrols 
checking people’s identities and for lights showing. These 
volunteers had to commit to so many hours on duty and 
sometimes if a man was given exemption from military 
service it was on the condition that he volunteered to serve 
as a special constable or in the Territorial’s.   

 
Source: Kelly’s Directory of Kent Part 1 1913 and lives of the First World War 

 
 
Stop 11. Stanley Road now Herne Bay Junior 
Retrace your steps to the junction of Park Road turn 
right and then take the first right onto Stanley Road 
to the school 
 
The average attendance of the school was 210 and the 
head master was Mr Hodgkison for the boys and Miss 
Curling for the girls. 
School children were allowed by the Kent Council 
Education department to miss school from May to 
October to help with summer crop sowing and getting the harvest in. Their contribution was 
vital to food production which was necessary as the country had relied heavily on food imports 

http://www.dover-kent.com/2014-project-a/Royal-Oak-Herne-Bay.html
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before the War and the German U-boats were sinking merchant shipping. School children were 
also involved in collecting conkers to extract the starch used to make acetone which was used in 
munitions and previously sourced from Germany. They would also collect salvage and the girls 
would knit items for the troops such as mittens and scarves. 
They also collected the stones from fruit such as plums and cherries and the shells from walnuts, 
as burnt these produced a high quality carbon to use as a filter in gas masks.  
 
Source: Kelly's Directory and http://www.thebowesmuseumww1.org.uk/your-country-needs-youto-collect-
fruit-stones-and-nut-shells/ 
 
 

Stop 12. 2 Arkley Road (now 3) - Thundow Family 
Cross the road where safe and continue to Arkley Road and turn left to number 3 Arkley 
Road. 

 
Lance Corporal Ernest Thundow Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 1st 
Battalion was a career soldier who had joined the Army in 1908 
and had been stationed in Hong Kong. He was mobilised to 
France in January 1915 and his incomplete service records 
mention that he was gassed and wounded in the knee in May 
1915, wounded again in 1916 and in hospital in Rouen. Whether 
these were the wounds that led to his death we do not know but he 
was admitted to Herne Bay Military Hospital in March 1918 with 
a gunshot wound to the thigh and shrapnel in his leg.  He died 
from shock and complications on the 26th March 1918 after 
having his leg amputated on the 9th of March 1918. 
Ernest is buried at the Eddington Cemetery Herne Bay in a 
Commonwealth War Grave. His mother was sent his medals in 
1920. 
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War Service RECORDS AND 
Commonwealth War Graves 

 
 
Stop 13. 1st Herne Bay Scout Group HQ Arkley Road 
Continue along Arkley Road, around the bend, to the Scout Hut. 

 
Over 100,000 Scouts served in the First World War of which 
10,000 fell. In May 1919 there was a special service at 
Canterbury Cathedral attended by 2,000 scouts from Kent to 
commemorate the 600 Scouts from Kent who died during 
the War.  
 
Sources: Scouts who died in the First World War 
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Stop 14. 61 Spenser Road – Studland – McDougall Sisters 
Continue to the end of Arkley Road, turn left into Spenser Road, number 61 is very close to 
the corner 
 
On the 1911 Census the McDougall family of mother Eliza and three 
daughters were living in Oakdale Road but by the time the younger 
two daughters Anita (b 1892) and Olive (b 1895) began their VAD 
service at the hospital in Downs Park Road in October 1914  the 
family were living at ‘Studland’ in Spenser Road. The girls began 
by serving in the kitchens as cooks and on the wards as 
probationer nurses. Three years later in December 1917 they both 
qualified as nurses and left home to work as nurses at the military 
hospital in Oxford, where they were still serving in June 1919.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 Sources British Red Cross and 1911 Census 

 
Stop 15. Spenser Road, Cade family home and florist business 
Continue along Spenser Road almost to the junction with Canterbury Road for the Cade 
family home and business. 
 
Collis (also referred to as David Thomas) Cade was a florist in 
his father’s florist business in Spenser Road when he joined the 
Navy in September 1916. After training he was posted to ML 
(Motor Launch) 103 as a deckhand, serving as part of the 
Dover Patrol and based in Dover. 
 
Collis and his wife Nellie (whom he had married in 1916) caught 
the number 20 tram on that fateful afternoon of the 19th August 
1917. The tram was very crowded and people were standing 
on both upper and lower decks. It overturned at the bottom of 
the second bend on Crabble Road and the upper deck smashed 
into a wall.  
 
For a full account visit 
https://doverhistorian.com/2014/11/01/crabble-tram-accident-19-
august-1917/ 
 
The Dover Patrol was vital to keeping the shipping lanes of the Channel open during the First 
World War as the German Navy was very active in the Channel with both surface and U-boat 
operations. 
The Patrol was a mixture of Naval ships, requisitioned trawlers and drifters which were  crewed by 

both naval and civilian crews .The brave men who gave their lives keeping the Channel open are 
commemorated on the Dover Patrol Memorial at St Margaret’s a Cliffe– Collis Cade is one of the 
names recorded in the Dover Patrol Memorial Book 
 
Source:  http://www.roll-of-honour.com/Kent/DoverPatrol.html  

https://doverhistorian.com/2014/11/01/crabble-tram-accident-19-august-1917/
https://doverhistorian.com/2014/11/01/crabble-tram-accident-19-august-1917/
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Stop 16. War Memorial 
Retrace your steps along Spenser Road to the Remembrance Gardens which you will 
access via Pier Chine on the junction with Dering Road. You will need to cross over at 
some point with care. Walk to the War Memorial in the centre. 

 
Within the War Memorial Park is the War memorial. The men 
commemorated served in all the Forces and around the world 
Among those listed are the Sayer brothers, Hugh and William, who 
died within six weeks of each other in 1915. 
Hugh Sayer was a builder’s carpenter in 1911 living with his parents 
Edward and Mary Ann Sayer; he was one of six children. 
Hugh joined the 7th Battalion The Buffs (The East Kent Regiment) 
and was killed in action on the 3rd September 1915 aged 22; he is 
buried at Point 110 Old Military Cemetery, Fricourt. 
His older brother William George enlisted just a few weeks after 
the outbreak of war on the 31st August 1914 at Canterbury in the 
6th Battalion, The Buffs. 
Before the Battalion went to France in June 1915 William would have 
had home leave with his parents at ‘Sycamore’ in Reculver Road. 
William was wounded, possibly at the Battle of Loos where the Battalion lost over 400 men and 
succumbed to his wounds in a base hospital in Calais on the 19th October 1915, aged 27. He is 
buried at Calais Southern Cemetery.  
 
 
The Mount family were also to know the tragedy of losing two sons, James and George. 
James was serving as a stoker in the Royal Navy when he succumbed to TB on the 29th January 
1915 aged 19. James is buried at the Royal Naval Cemetery in Gillingham.  
His father Arthur, having served with the Royal West Kent Regiment previously, enlisted as a 
reservist in September 1915 and spent time in London being demobbed in 1919. 
James’s older brother George Handley; who enlisted in November 1915 with the 1st Battalion The 
Buffs (The East Kent Regiment); fought through War on the Western Front until the 17th of 
October 1918 when he was killed in action. George is buried in the military cemetery at 
Brancourt-le-Grand. 
Both the family’s two youngest sons Alfred and Stanley served in the Royal Navy and survived the 
War. 
 

Local man William Charles Dennet was a 
member of the Royal Flying Corps who was a pilot 
flying Sopwith Camels when he went missing 
presumed dead on the 27th March 1918. William 
(b 1893) went to work in London at the London 
and County Bank and joined the RFC in 1917 
where he was stationed in Aldershot for training 
and married Olga before he was posted to 
France. William is remembered on the Arras 
Flying Services Memorial. 
His youngest Cecil Stephen also served with the 
9th Rifle Brigade. Thankfully, Cecil survived the 
War. 
 

 
Our thanks to Peter Watson for the information above. 
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Stop 17. The Grand Hotel – Station Road 
After the War Memorial you need turn around and turn right onto Station Chine, walk to the 
end of Station Chine where it joins with Station Road turn left onto Station Road. Cross 
Spenser Road with care and walk to the site of the Grand Hotel.  
 
During the War this 51 room hotel was used by families visiting 
wounded men in the local hospitals. Irene Watson was the 
manageress; her brother in law was born in Germany and had 
emigrated to the United States before the War. When 
wounded men were evacuated back to this country from 
France they would be sent to wherever there was room which 
was often far from home. The Grand Hotel, with its proximity 
to the railway station was a convenient place for visitors to 
stay. If Karl Wintermantle had not emigrated to the Chicago 
before the War he would have been required to register at the local police station as an enemy 
alien. 
Irene was managing the hotel at the age of 23 but she did not manage the bar. During the War 
the bar would have had the same restrictions about the sale of alcohol as the local public houses.  
 
 
Sources: Kelly’s Directory, Ancestry.co.uk 

 
 

Continue along past the Railway Station to return to the start point. 
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Blue Trail 
3.64km (2.26 miles) 

 
Stop 1. 70-72 Central Parade – Wacher and Co  
Start Point CT6 5JQ 
 
Wacher and Co were coach operators based opposite the Clock 
Tower and during the War still ran services to Canterbury and 
Whitstable.  
Even during the War tourism was important and there were 
still those who came to Herne Bay on holiday, providing much 
needed income for local businesses. Although there were troops 
billeted at Herne Bay during the War there were complaints at 

the beginning of the War that Herne Bay 
was not being given as many troops as 
other local towns. The reason given for this was that other towns were 
closer to Army training facilities. Tourism was hit by the War and the 
number of empty houses in Herne Bay 1917 had risen to 450 from 85 in 
1914 and was indicative of the lack of people taking holiday lets. This was a 
problem in other coastal towns as well. Although there were 
compensation schemes later in the War for groups such as seaside 
landladies who had been affected by the War there did not seem to be any 
help for landlords who were finding it difficult to let their property 
because of the War- often for the elderly the rents were a form of pension 
as there was no national pension at the time.  

Wacher and Co also provided motors and taxi cabs for private hire throughout the War. People’s 
use of cars was curtailed with the introduction of petrol rationing and there was stabling for horses 

behind the yard.  
 
Source various editions of the Whitstable and Herne Bay Times 
The Herne Bay Historical Records Society (HBHRS) has a WW1 display within the Herne Bay Heritage 
Centre, 81 Central Parade and welcomes those participating in the Kent in WW1 trails. 

 
Stop 2. Tower Gardens 
Head along Central Parade towards the pier and on the way you will see the Tower 
Gardens. 
 
The flagstaff at Tower Gardens was the site of a parade and 
open air concert for Empire Day in May 1915. This spectacle 
involving many members of various voluntary groups and military 
from various regiments and a choir of 200 (from local churches) 
was enjoyed both by local people and visitors to the resort. After 

the singing, which had been 
accompanied by the Dragoon 
Guards military band, prayers 
and the National Anthem the 
parade now headed by the East 
Kent Regiment Band and including volunteers, cadets and others 
moved off to the Square opposite the Pier Theatre were there 
were some speeches and appeals for recruits- this was followed 
by a recruiting parade with the East Kent Regiment – The 
Buffs 

 
Source Whitstable and Herne Bay Times 29 May 1915. 
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Stop 3. Herne Bay Pier 

Continue past the gardens until you reach the pier. 

 
It was reported that a bank clerk from Canterbury was 
arrested by a patrol in August 1914 as he was suspected of 
planning to cut telegraph wires. He was held at the Pier, 
under armed guard, whilst his identity was checked. It was 
a case of mistaken identity as the young man’s 
motorcycle had a similar number to one which was being 
hunted by the police and military. Once his identity was 
checked he was allowed on his way.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Image and research from the Collection of the Herne Bay Historical Records Society and Whitstable and 
Herne Bay Herald 15th August 1914. 

 
 
 
 
Stop 4. 41 High Street (now No 12)- Cowell’s Grocers 
Using the crossing .Just after the pier cross to the other side and retrace your steps 
slightly to walk up Station road. Then turn left onto the High Street. 41 is located on the 
right. 
 
Samuel A Cowell ran a grocer’s shop here and lived above the 
shop with his wife and young son and daughter. 
Rationing was brought in during 1918 to counteract shortages of 
food caused by U-boat activity and to ensure that everyone had a 
certain amount of food. However, poorer families still went short as 
prices were high. Tea and sugar were among provisions which were 
rationed and residents would have to register their books and a shop 
and always buy their supplies at the same shop. 
There were very strict regulations about showing lights during the 
evening and at night. Shopkeepers had to have their blinds drawn 
from 4.30 in the afternoon. Patrols were made and people taken to 
court and fined for showing a light.  
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Stop 5. 75 High Street was the Bijou Theatre 
Continue along the High Street past the junction with Richmond Street and 75 is located on 
the left. 

 
It was not until August 1916 when the film of The Battle of the 
Somme was first screened that most people on the home front really 
got a glimpse of life on the Western Front. The film of The Battle of 
the Somme was shot by only two cameramen, Geoffrey Malins and 
John McDowell, in June and July 1916 and documented the British 
Army's preparation for the battle, the battle itself, and the outcome. 
The film also offers glimpses of daily life - eating, marching, hauling 
equipment etc., and people went to see the film hoping to get a 
glimpse of a loved one. It was the first time a camera crew had 
filmed actual battlefield scenes which the audience found 
shocking. Originally opened in August 1911 as the Cinema de Luxe, 
the name was changed to the Bijou Theatre in 1912 and in the 1920s 
became the Red Lantern Cinema. War films were also shown at the 
Town Hall. 

 
Source Memories of Kent Cinemas by Martin Tapsell available from KCC Libraries 
 

 

Stop 6. 7 Beach Street 
Head further up the High Street and take the next left up Beach Street. Number 7 was 
located on the right (now a car park). 

 
Leonard Charles Clifton was working as a labourer when he 
enlisted on the 28th January 1915 with the East Surreys aged 
38. He was a very tall man at 6 foot 2 inches who had previously 
served in the Royal Garrison Artillery. He was mobilised to 
France as a gunner in the trench mortar brigade and so would 
have been on the front line of the fighting. His health broke 
down whilst in France and he was admitted to hospital in Le 
Havre in January 1916 and then evacuated back to 
Brockenhurst Hospital in Hampshire at the end of January.  
Leonard was discharged in April 1916 as no longer physically 
fit; his records indicate he had epilepsy. He was awarded a 
gratuity which indicates that his epilepsy was brought on by his 
Army service. He would also have been entitled to wear the 
Silver War Badge on his civilian clothing to show that he had 
been honourably discharged so that others knew he had done 
his patriotic duty.  
 
Sources Lives of the First World War service records. 
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Stop 7. 56 Mortimer Street (now No 79) - The Leach Family  
Retrace your steps and turn left down Mortimer Street. Stop 7 will be found on the left. 

 
 
Harold George Leach (b 1894) was living here when he enlisted 
with the Buffs East Kent Regiment. He was a green grocer’s 
assistant who had been lodging at 6 Pier Avenue with Mrs 
Goodman and so knew Harry Hooper Bedwell. 
Harold enlisted on the 7th September 1914 at Broad Oak Sturry and 
was demobilised in June 1919, serving with the 10th all the way 
through both on the Western Front and the Middle East and rising to 
acting sergeant when he was demobilised.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Stop 8. War Shrine Old Town Hall  

Continue further down and head right down William Street. No 8 is located on the corner of 
the High Street on the left. 

 
These Images show the War Shrine outside Herne 
Bay's Town Hall (the site is now occupied by the 
HSBC Bank - the Town Hall was destroyed by fire in 
1925). Herne Bay's War Shrine was unveiled by 
Brigadier-General the Hon W E Cavendish and 
dedicated by the Bishop of Dover on Saturday 24th 
February 1917. The second image depicts the scene 
at the town's War Shrine on Armistice Day 1920. This 
was an important place for families to visit during the 
War and until the War memorial was built.  

Image and text From the Collection of the Herne Bay Historical Records Society 
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Stop 9. 140 High Street - Parrs Bank 
Cross the High Street and stop 9 is on the corner on the opposite side of the High Street on 
the right. 

Arthur Cecil Jenkins was a clerk here when 
he volunteered with The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment). He was the only son of his parents 
Arthur and Sarah who lived in Margate. He 
was killed in action on the 28th September 
1915 at the age of 22. Having no known 
grave he is commemorated on the Loos 
Memorial Pas de Calais. 

Fergus Richard Oxley, whose family was 
based in Brighton and so would have lodged in 
Herne Bay, was also a bank clerk. His brother 
Alan was a bank manager in Sunningdale. Fergus was serving in the Royal Sussex Regiment 
when he was killed in action on the 20th September 1916 and lies in the Vlamertinghe Military 
Cemetery in Belgium. 

There is a memorial inside the Bank to the two members of staff who lost their lives whilst serving 
in the First World War. 

Parr’s Bank merged with London County & Westminster Bank in 1918. Between them they had 
lost 550 employees, about 60% coming from London County & Westminster and 40% from Parr’s. 
There was a policy that there should be a memorial in each branch that had employed a man 
who had died.  

www.rbsremembers.com/remembers/aftermath-and-legacy/our-war-memorials.html 

Lives of the First World War 

 

 
Stop 10. 3 Hanover Square - 2nd Herne Bay Scout Troop 
Continue down William Street and stop 10 is located on the right in Hanover Square.  

  
At the outbreak of the war the Kent scouts were asked to 
work together to patrol the main roads and keep an eye on the 
telegraph system until the newly formed Special constables 
could take over. They were to continue to assist the special 
constables throughout the War. 

Charles Plater was a Scout who attended meetings here as 
he was Secretary of the 2nd Herne Bay Scout troop; see the 
Burgundy trail stop 5.  

The 1063 RAF Air Cadets now meet at this hall. 

Source Peter Watson: various newspapers and http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-
in-the-first-world-war 
 

 

http://www.rbsremembers.com/remembers/aftermath-and-legacy/our-war-memorials.html
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-first-world-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-first-world-war
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Stop 11. 5 New Street – Pullinger Family  
Walk down the alley way on the left beside the Christ Church, to emerge on Underdown 
Road. Turn left and head up Underdown Road (which turns into New Street). Stop 11 is 
located on the right. 

 
This was the Pullinger family home during the War. Charles 
senior and his wife Mary Ann were to lose their eldest son, also 
Charles ( Henry) when he was killed in action on the 21st 
March 1918, he is commemorated at the Poziers Memorial, 
department de la Somme, Picardy, France , he was serving with 
the 2nd/ 4th Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry as a lance corporal 
when he was killed.  
Their eldest daughter Ethel Mary was awarded the order of the 
British Empire medal in January 1918 for remaining at her 
post as a telephone operator during air raids to keep lines of 
communication open. The citation read that she had shown 
courage and devotion to duty. 
Three more sons served and they all survived the War.  
 
 
 

Sources: Whitstable and Herne Bay Times January 1918, Lives of the First World War and Commonwealth 
War Graves. 
 

 
Stop 12. High Street 
Continue along New Street until you reach the High Street again. Turn right onto the High 
Street and head along it. Stop 12 is the area on your right. 
 

The local Food Committee; set up by the Ministry of Food; 
tried to ensure that there were sufficient supplies of food in 
the town. However in the Summer of 1918 there was a period 
of six weeks when there was a very short supply of butter 
and margarine which were rationed even though, it was 
reported in the local newspaper, there seemed to be 
adequate provisions in Canterbury. The greengrocery and 
fruiterers had a very difficult time as imported fruit was very 
restricted and people were encouraged to grow their own 
vegetables which affected trade. 
With the introduction of conscription; which was extended to 

married men up to the age of 51 in 1918; anyone running a small business could be called up 
and often only had a month to put their affairs in order. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald 
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Stop 13. 20 Bank Street – Iggulden Family 
Continue further along the High Street and turn left up Bank Street. Stop 13 is on the left.  

 
Elizabeth Iggulden was a widow bringing up 5 sons and 2 
daughters; she took in boarders to make a living for the 
family. Records survive of her eldest son Charles Frank (b 
1890); who had become a father in October 1914; enlisted 
with the Army Service Corps on the 5th May 1915. Charles 
had been a member of the Territorials before he joined up, 
he served in the Remount Section until he was demobbed 
in August 1919 having reached the rank of sergeant. 
Charles had been a delivery driver for Ridgeway Dairy; 
working for Mr Cottew who ran the dairy for five years; and 
so used to handling horses. 
When horses were purchased by the Army they first went 
to the remount section where they were checked by a vet 
to ensure they were fit. If they needed to be trained to 
carry a rider or to pull the gun carriages the remount 
section undertook the training. The horses were then 
shipped to the regiments which needed them. Many of 
the horses were farm horses and crucial to farmers; their 
requisition had an impact on the ability of farmers to sow and harvest crops and was to lead to the 
wider use of tractors in farming. Horses were brought in from overseas, for example the United 
States was sending 1,000 horses a day to Great Britain. In the War eight million horses were 
killed.  
. 
For more information http://www.yprespeacemonument.com/horses-and-ww1/ 
 

Elizabeth’s second son William Murray (b 1895) joined up in February 1915 and had also been a 
milkman. He volunteered with the 4th Battalion The Buffs having been a Territorial with the Buffs 
from February 1911 but was found to be permanently unfit for duty in April 1915 and so was 
discharged. 
Ernest Alfred (1898) was Elizabeth’s youngest son and joined the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) on 
the 17th of June 1915 in Herne Bay; he was an ironmonger’s assistant when he joined. 
After only 6 weeks training Ernest was sent to France in July 1915 and he served in France until 
June 1919 when he went on the RAF reserve, he was mobilised again in 1921 and served until 
1923. 
The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) was part of the Army and so the men held Army ranks and wore 
an Army uniform. Originally the role of the RFC was to undertake reconnaissance and artillery 
observation. As well as aircraft the RFC had a balloon section which was used on the front line to 
observe troop movements, these static balloons were obvious targets for enemy artillery and 
aircraft. 
The RFC began to undertake offensive missions against enemy airfields, communication lines 
and trenches; they also fought in the air against the enemy air force on the Western Front. Men 
from the RFC served in the Middle East and the Balkans. 
In 1917 the RFC was also deployed in Great Britain to provide a defence against enemy air raids. 
On the 1st April 1918 the RFC was amalgamated with the RNAS (Royal Naval Air Service) to 
form a third service- the RAF. It had been recognised that there was a need for a separate 
service combining all the resources necessary to be able to defend the country and attack the 
enemy. The United Kingdom was the first country to have a specific Air Force as a separate 
entity. 
 
For more information see http://www.airwar1.org.uk/, Lives of the First World War 

 

http://www.yprespeacemonument.com/horses-and-ww1/
http://www.airwar1.org.uk/
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Stop 14. Congregational Church Mortimer Street 
Carry on up Bank Street, turn left onto Mortimer Street. Walk along to the Church on the 
left. 
 

The Reverend James Pritchard (b 1861) and married to Flora was 
the minister here and was asked to go out to the Western front by the 
YMCA (Young Men’s Christian Association) to minister in their huts. 
Within ten days of the declaration of war the YMCA had set up 250 
huts in Great Britain usually in towns with a large military presence 
or close to railway stations. These huts were in the main manned by 
volunteers and a place where a serviceman could buy reasonably 
priced refreshments, avail himself of free writing materials to send 
a message home and a place to relax. 
By November 1914 the YMCA had extended their operations to 
France and by the end of the War wherever the men were; even 
close to the front; there would be a YMCA presence. The YMCA huts 
were very important for troop morale as they were a dry, warm 
refuge and the volunteers always found time to talk to the 

servicemen. Funds for the wooden huts were raised from the public and the larger huts also 
provided leisure pursuits such as billiards and table tennis. Sometimes the YMCA was housed 
within a public building or if near the battlefield could just be a roadside canteen with the YMCA 
triangle. From June 1915 the YMCA also provided support and accommodation for relatives 
visiting dangerously ill men in the military hospitals in France. Relatives would be informed by 
telegram that the injured serviceman was dangerously ill and not expected to survive. For those 
who made the difficult journey; many of whom had not been abroad before; this support was 
invaluable.  
 
There were several other groups which provided support for the troops including the Scouts. For more 
information use this link 
http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/other-aspects-of-order-of-battle/ymca-british-volunteer-organisations-
1914-1918/ 
Source Whitstable Times and Herne BAY Herald November 1916 

 
Stop 15. Swain’s Bakery Corner of Little Charles & Charles Street 
Retrace your steps slightly and turn left up Little Charles Street. Stop 15 is on the right 
hand corner of Little Charles and Charles Street. 
William Swain was the baker here and lived with his wife Lydia 
and children. Their eldest son Roy (b 1900) enlisted with the 
Royal Naval Air Service in 1917 and then transferred to the 
RAF when that was formed on the 1st April 1918. Roy survived 
the War. Before the War most of the wheat to make white 
bread had been imported from the USA but the actions of U-
boats and difficulty in supply lead to white bread disappearing 
to be replaced by brown bread the composition of which was 
determined by the government – National Bread as it was 
known. Other grains and oats grown in this country were used 
to make bread and the importance of bread as the staple diet of the poorer members of society 
was such that the Government took charge of milling and supply of grain. Despite efforts to 
get people to cut their consumption of bread the demand from the public and the armed forces led 
to a situation that at one point there was only six weeks’ worth of supplies in the country. 
Further legislation in 1917 meant that shops were banned from selling fresh bread as it was 
thought that stale bread could be cut thinner. Another result of the ban on selling fresh bread 
was that bread could be baked during the day before so the bakers did not have to operate 
through the night, this cut the use of energy for lighting and also that women; who had replaced 

http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/other-aspects-of-order-of-battle/ymca-british-volunteer-organisations-1914-1918/
http://www.longlongtrail.co.uk/army/other-aspects-of-order-of-battle/ymca-british-volunteer-organisations-1914-1918/
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the male bakers who had joined up; did not have to walk to and from work during the night or find 
someone to mind their children at night.  
 
https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/bread-a-slice-of-first-world-war-history/ 
Lives of the First World War 

 
Stop 16. 5 East Street (now 20 and 20a) - Sidney Ridout 
Retrace your steps back to Mortimer Street. Turn left onto Mortimer and follow it for quite a 
way until you reach East Street. Turn left up East Street to find stop 16 located on the left.  

 
Sidney Arthur Ridout (b 1875) was a carpenter and joiner before he 
joined the RAF and married to Rose with whom he had a daughter 
and four sons. He used his civilian skills to repair and maintain aircraft, 
being based in England during his service. He was demobilised at 
Crystal Palace in 1919.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stop 17. 94 Mortimer Street (now 176) – Sub Post Office 
Retrace your steps and Stop 17 is on the junction of Mortimer Street and East Street on 
your left.  

 
As the only form of communication for most people were letters 
the Post Office was vital for families to keep in touch with the 
men in the services and vital for the morale of the fighting man. 
Letters for the troops were collected from the Post Office and 
sent by train to a central sorting office in London. During the 
War women were recruited to fill the places of the men who had 
enlisted. The Post Office was a vital village amenity during the 
War time as the post was the only way in which families could 
communicate with those stationed away in the services. The mail 
was very efficient - initially there had been up to 8 deliveries a 

day but during the War this was cut to 5 a day. 
Mail which was posted for servicemen was sorted separately and sent by train to the Home Depot 
sorting office in London. This was a large temporary building in Regents Park covering five acres and 
at the time the largest sorting depot in the world. By the end of the War it was estimated that over 2 
billion letters and 114 million parcels had passed through the Home Depot. As men were called up, 
retired workers were called upon to resume their duties again. 
 
Source: http://www.royalmailgroup.com/about-us/heritage/first-world-war 
 
Rationing was brought in during 1918 to counteract shortages of food caused by U-boat activity and to 
ensure that everyone had a certain amount of food. However poorer families still went short as prices 
were high. 
Sources: www.historiccanterbury.com and various newspapers 
Beatrice Pullen gave this as her home address but has no connection with the Gore family which we can 
discover, so perhaps was using the address to forward mail. Beatrice was serving in the VAD at the 1st. 
Southern General Hospital, Penryn Extension ,Somerset Rd. Edgbaston Birmingham 
 as a cook in 1919 
Sources Red Cross Records WW1 VAD 

https://www.thehistorypress.co.uk/articles/bread-a-slice-of-first-world-war-history/
http://www.royalmailgroup.com/about-us/heritage/first-world-war
http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
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Stop 18. 1 Downs Park Road 
Continue along East Street and turn left back onto the High Street. Walk along the High 
Street and continue up Beltinge Road.  Turn right into Downs Park Road and stop 18 is 
located on the right.  

 
The building was lent to the VAD for use as a 
hospital by Downs Park College. All the equipment 
was provided by local people and the hospital 
was mobilised in a week by Kent VAD 90 of the first 
patients were wounded Belgian soldiers. Florence 
Openshaw M.B.E was commandment of 1 Downs 
Park Road in Herne Bay from October 21st 1914 to 
December 31st 1918. One of the cooks at the 
hospital when it was opened was Ethel Augusta 
Lloyd (b 1875) of Ancobra, Herne Bay she 
commenced service at 1 Downs park Hospital from 
October 1914 and then became a nurse and 
carried on serving as a volunteer until December 
1917. Her husband Lewis Hodgens Lloyd (b 1881) and a surveyor before the War was a Captain 
during the War with the East Kent Regiment, and then served with the Kings African Rifles after 
the War. 
 
http://www.redcross.org.uk 
http://www.hut-six.co.uk/GreatWar/EastKentRegiment_L.html 

 
Stop 19. Sea Scouts patrol the cliffs 
Retrace your steps onto Beltinge Road. Cross the road with care and take the next left up 
Bell Vue road and continue along until you reach Beacon Hill. Cross the road to the 
footpath and look along the coast for Stop 19.  

 
 
London based Sea Scouts were based at various coastguard 
stations around the coast- one of which was Herne Bay. They were 
assisting the local scouts based at St Agatha’s.  
 
Source Daily Mirror - Thursday 13 August 1914  

 
 
 

  

http://www.hut-six.co.uk/GreatWar/EastKentRegiment_L.html
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Stop 20. Kings Hall, Beacon Hill 
Turn left along Beacon Hill and walk until you reach the Kings Hall. There are footpaths 
either side to the entrance to Kings Hall, some of which have a steep slope.  

 
The Kings Hall was the name given to the King Edward VII memorial hall developed during 1913 
on the site of the Pavilion which was itself opened 1902/3. 
The images show customers and staff in 1917 outside the Hall which had canteen and 
recreational facilities 
 
Source Herne Bay Historical Society 

 
 
Stop 21. 66 Central Parade – Divers Arms 
Walk downhill to the seafront and along Central Parade to stop 21 the Divers Arms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Gooding (b 1893) nee White had married in 1913 and was a 
paid nurse with the VAD. She served for the whole time away from 
home, finishing her service at the 1st Southern General Hospital in 
Birmingham. 
Her mother Mary was the licensed victualler at the Diver’s Arms assisted by her father James.  
Being right on the Sea Front observing the blackout would have been vital, as any light that 
showed at night could silhouette a ship at sea and make an easy target for any lurking U-boat. 
For that reason on the coast cars had to obscure their headlights with cardboard through which 
they were permitted to make a few holes. 
 
 
Sources: Red Cross  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Page 24 of 26 

 

True or False Quiz for the Blue Trail 
 

 

1. A recruiting parade as held after the Empire Day celebrations in 
1915. 

True/False 
 

2. People had to register ration books with Cowells the grocer to buy tea 
and coffee. 
 

True/False 

3. Leonard Clifton could wear a Gold War badge. 
 

True/False 

4. The Scouts met in William Street. 
 

True/False 

5. In the summer of 1918 there was a plentiful supply of butter in Herne 
Bay. 
 

True/False 

6. Charles Iggulden worked with horses in the Remount Section 
 

True/False 

7. The Rev J Pritchard assisted with the Scout huts. 
 

True/False 

8. William Swain was not allowed to sell white bread during the War. 
 

True/False 

9. The post office charged for sending letters to the servicemen. 
 

True/False 

10.The daughter of the landlady, Mary, served as a VAD nurse. 
 

True/False 

 
When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate.

mailto:info@kentww1.com
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