
Dartford
Burgundy trail

First World War
Walking Trail

Revealing the history of local people, 
places and events

This trail was developed in partnership with Dr Mike Still

Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trail in 
a considerate manner to others.

Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical infor-
mation only & walking the trails is at your own risk. Please see 
the website for walking guidance ,directions , full disclaimer, to 

discover more information and to take part in the quiz.
www.kentww1.com

The QR code below takes 
you to the 100 miles for 
100 years app, alterna-
tively visit the website 
for a direct link.

Leaflet design by Laura Haines

1667DAR-LeonardBoudrieBandsmanRWestKentRegt

Leonard Boudrie (above) who survived the War. His 
brother was Ernest Achille see stop 9 on the Burgundy 
trail.

1677DAR-Jessie Laugslin Courtesy of the Red Cross

VAD card for Jessie Laugslin who was a volunteer at 
the Livingstone Hospital see stop 17.

The First World War saw great movement of service-
men and civilians, making Dartford a much more 
cosmopolitan place than it had been in the past. 
The first Belgian refugees arrived in October of 
1914, while munitions workers came from all over 
the United Kingdom, from Belgium and the Nether-
lands, and even from the far reaches of the empire 
such as Australia. Soldiers and airmen from various 
parts of the country and empire were also stationed 
in Dartford. The Brent gun crew, who claimed to 
have shot down the first Zeppelin, were mostly from 
Cornwall, while the first Royal Flying Corps airman 
to be killed while stationed at the aerodrome at 
Joyce Green was Australian.

By Dr Mike Still

1504GRA-SilverWar-Badge

Silver War Badge

In 1916 the Silver War Badge was introduced for 
men that had been honourably discharged so that 
others knew they had tried to do their patriotic 
duty and was worn only on civilian clothing.



Credits for the Dartford 
Blue Trail: 9) 1681DAR 
Courtesy Red Cross; 10) 
From the collection of D 
Price 652DAR; 12) 1675DAR 
Courtesy of Kent County 
Council – Dartford Library; 
16) 1624DAR Courtesy Dart-
ford Borough Museum; All 
other images M L Price.

Car parking nearby 
Overy Street by the 
Rose car park post-
code DA1 1UP.

Walking Advice there are gentle hills on 
this route. There are a number of very 
busy roads, we have advised crossings 
but extreme care must be taken when 
crossing these roads and designated 
crossing places must be used.. The 
advice we give is for guidance only. The 
footpaths are all adequate. Credits for the Dartford Burgundy 

Trail: 9) 1666DAR From the Boudrie 
Family Collection; 13) 1676DAR 
Courtesy of Kent County Council; 
All other images M L Price.

Car parking nearby 
Overy Street by the Rose 
car park postcode DA1 
1UP

Walking Advice there are gentle hills on 
this route. There are a number of very 
busy roads, we have advised crossings 
but extreme care must be taken when 
crossing these roads and designated 
crossing places must be used. The 
advice we give is for guidance only. The 
footpaths are all adequate.

The Brent10
The Brent was a main 
route into Dartford and 
there were manned road 
blocks where vehicles were 
stopped and identities 
checked. People living here 
would have heard the anti 
aircraft gun which was 
sited on the Brent in the 
location which is now in 
the Princes Park Stadium 
area. There were 37 air 
raids on Dartford but 
fortunately no fatalities. 
This was common land at 
the time.

East Hill Livingstone Hospital17
This was a local community hospital before the War 
and X-ray equipment was installed in 1917. Jessie 
Laugslin was a VAD* volunteer here from August 
1914 until 1918 and lived in. Other VAD* members 
worked here as paid nurses.

1 Sussex Road14
Charles Bennett was not 
called up by the RFA until 
1917 and so was not 
released from the Army 
until October 1919. He 
would have spent the time 
as part of the salvage 
and restoration teams 
clearing the battlefields 
of ordnance. There is 
no evidence that he 
volunteered to be part of 
the groups which were 
tasked with exhuming 
bodies to be placed in 
cemeteries.

Hesketh Park – Women War Workers13
On the 31 August 1918 there was a grand parade of 
women who were contributing to the War Effort in one 
way or another. The 2000 participants marched along 
the High Street to Hesketh Park carrying banners 
from their organisations and wearing their uniforms. 
They included munitions workers, nurses, Land Army 
and women from voluntary organisations such as 
the YMCA. At the park there were speeches, sports 
competitions and refreshments.

St Albans Church4
The vicar here in 1913, the 
Reverend Frederick Hassard-
Short, joined the Territorial 
Force Army Chaplain Service 
and was attached to the Kent 
Cyclist Brigade serving in France 
until November 1916. St Albans 
Church was the nearest church 
to the Orchard Hospital where 
there were several weddings 
between Dartford girls and 
the Australian troops who 
convalesced at the Orchard.

94 Howard Road The Reeks family8
Please note that these have been renumbered: number 94 would 
have been where numbers 104-106 are now. Not every man who 
enlisted was called up straight away, especially if the job they were 
in was vital to the War effort. Ernest Reeks, a father of five children 
under the age of 7, worked as a packer in the chemical works. So, 
even though he enlisted in December 1915, he was not mobilised 
until October 1918 and did not serve overseas.

54 Waldeck Road5
William Thomas Ashenden 
(a widower) had to leave his 
6 year old daughter in the 
care of a guardian when he 
enlisted in December 1915. 
He was sent to France in 
October 1916 so would have 
been able to see his daughter 
before he went but then did 
not have any other leave until 
he was demobilised on the 20 
February 1919 having survived 
the war.

York Road 
School15

This was the local school, 
attended by many of 
the local young men 
who served during the 
war, whose head master 
was Mr Towell. Pupils 
here would have been 
involved in the salvaging 
of newspaper and rags. 
They were allowed to 
miss school to collect 
blackberries for jam 
making and conkers - the 
starch from these were 
used to make acetone.

16 St Alban’s Road – 
Pavelin family16

The impact of the 
war was felt very 
early on by the 
Pavelin family when 
their eldest son 
Walter was killed, 
aged 19, on the 
22 August 1914. 
Both of Walter’s 
parents worked 
in the munitions 
industry, however, 
his mother would 
have been paid less 
than his father.

52 Fulwich Road (This road has been 
renumbered , number 52 was in this vicinity)2

Harry Banyard was living 
here and working as a 
grocer’s assistant when he 
joined the Royal Garrison 
Artillery at Dartford in 
November 1915. He 
served in France from 
August 1916 as a qualified 
signaller assisting with 
relaying the coordinates of 
the guns and survived the 
war, returning to Dartford 
in July 1919.

1 Location of Overy 
Street Fire Station

This was a volunteer 
brigade whose 
superintendant was Jeffrey 
Ellingham with a team of 
14 fire-fighters. The fire 
brigade was involved in 
fighting 2 big fires during 
the war, neither of which 
was a result of enemy 
action. One of these 
destroyed every tram in 
Dartford, meaning the 
thousands employed 
in munitions and other 
industries had to walk 
to work.

7
The Dell family at number 6 & 
the Gray family at number 8 
Carlisle Road These families were 
neighbours who shared the worry 
of sons who were wounded whilst 
they were serving. All of their sons 
survived the war but both families 
had a son who was wounded 
severely and granted pensions, as 
they were considered as disabled 
because of their War Service. Henry 
Dell also lied about his age to enlist 
aged 16.

6 and 8 Carlisle Road6
Alexander Berry received the Order of the 
British Empire for courage in removing a 
large quantity of pitric acid at very great 
personal risk during a fire. He would have 
been working in munitions as pitric acid was 
used in the manufacturing process.

138 Colney Road

9
This was the home of 
Ernest and Frances 
Boudrie who were to 
lose their son Ernest in 
August 1917 when he 
was killed in action aged 
19. Ernest was born 
in Dartford and went 
to school locally. His 
brother Leonard served 
and survived the War. 
After the war the family 
emigrated to Australia.

22 Barham Road - the Boudrie 
Family

Dartford Burgundy Trail

Number 1 The Brent – a 
Belgian Cafe12

With over 100 Belgian refugees resident in 
Dartford there was a need for them to have 
somewhere to meet. In March 1915, Number 
1 The Brent was converted into a Belgian 
cafe to fulfil this need. Initially financially 
supported through the generosity of the 
people of Dartford by 1916 most of the men 
were working, many in the munitions factory.

East Hill Cemetery11
In the cemetery there are 28 graves of 
servicemen from the First World War including 
Farrier Sergeant Henry Baulk who had fought 
on the Western Front with the RFA in 1917, 
but was to succumb to the flu epidemic and 
die in Fort Pitt Hospital Chatham on the 13 
November 1918, 2 days after the Armistice.

Site of the Primitive Methodist Church 
now Grace Outreach Church18

Men from the Army 
Service Corps were 
billeted in the Church 
Hall at the back of the 
Primitive Methodist 
Church from Spring of 
1915. One of them was 
Private Yule of Berwick, 
Northumberland, who 
was taken ill and died 
suddenly in March 1915. 
His military funeral took 
place in Dartford and 
he is buried in East Hill 
Cemetery.

12 East Hill Newsagents and Sub 
Post Office19

Robert Crane, assisted by his wife Eliza, ran a 
newsagents and sub post office. A very important 
part of the community and especially busy during the 
war when families were able to send mail to service 
men free of charge.

38 Mount Pleasant Road20
Thomas Dillaway enlisted with 
the RAMC (Royal Army Medical 
Corps) on the 6 August 1914; 
two days after war broke 
out. As he was a dispenser he 
possibly worked in the base 
hospitals in France from April 
1915 to August 1916 when 
he was sent home with TB. 
He died at home in August 
1917. He is buried at East Hill 
Cemetery in a Commonwealth 
War Grave.

* Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) 
formed before the War of members 
of the Red Cross and members of the 
St John Ambulance.  These men and 
women were mainly volunteers and 
served in various roles including nurs-
ing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and 
drivers.

Trail Distance: 
3.52 km 
(2.18 miles)

Credits for the Dartford Burgundy 
Trail: 9) 1666DAR From the Boudrie 
Family Collection; 13) 1676DAR 
Courtesy of Kent County Council; 
All other images M L Price.

Car parking nearby 
Overy Street by the 
Rose car park post-
code DA1 1UP
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38 St Martin’s Road - the Adams 
home3

William Adams (b1895) had already signed up with the Royal 
Field Reserve Artillery. He was mobilised immediately and sent 
to France in October 1914. He was a driver working with a 
team of horses moving ammunition from the stores to the 
Front line. In November 1917 his unit was transferred to Italy. 
He finally returned home in February 1919, having had no 
home leave during the war.
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