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All trails are accessible digitally at www.kentww1 on 100 miles tab, where you will find a 
link to an app.  
 
Travel information: 
By car: The postcode for the start of the Blue Trail is CT1 2BT and for the Red Trail is CT1 2SY. 
There are many car parks around the city centre. 
 
By Train: Trains from Margate, Ramsgate and Ashford run to Canterbury West station and from 
Ashford and Dover to Canterbury East.  
 
Parking: For the Blue Trail the closest is the Pound Lane Car Park, CT1 2BZ (long stay). The 
nearest long stay car park for the Red Trail is in Watling Street (Postcode CT1 2UA).  
 

Places of rest / Facilities: There are public toilets at Tower Way near stop 19 on the Blue Trail 
and at Whitefriars, near the start of the Red Trail.   
 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss , 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 
Trail specific information 
The route is flat throughout. The street names used are historical street names. Please note they 
have changed and due to redevelopment we have used historical maps to locate the points of 
interest to the best of our ability. Please respect the privacy of residents and use the trails in a 
considerate manner to others. 
 
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop. 

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Glossary 

Bivouacking is the term given to the making of a military encampment from tents and improvised 
shelters. 
 
RAMC is the abbreviation for Royal Army Medical Corps. The RAMC operated the army's 
medical units and provided medical detachments for the units of infantry, artillery and other arms. 
The Corps was assisted in its work by voluntary help from the British Red Cross, St John's 
Ambulance, the Friends Ambulance Unit, the Voluntary Aid Detachments and hundreds of private 
and charitable venture - Source from the Long, long trail 
 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly 
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers. 
 
 

Introduction 
 
Canterbury was the garrison town for the Royal East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) before the First 
World War. When mobilisation occurred in early August 1914 the West Kent Yeomanry, 
Territorials and Kent Cyclists were sent to Canterbury as their Home Defence position. 
 
During one of their regular patrols the Territorials came across a motorcyclist tapping the 
telegraph wire - the man was subsequently arrested and handed over to the authorities.  
 
Regiments from Sussex arrived mid August, having marched from Maidstone, bivouacking at 
Charing overnight en route. Many recruits from East Kent would travel to Canterbury to enlist, for 
example the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles (Reserve) recruited at the Drill Hall in St Peters 
Lane (now The Westgate Hall). 
 
In August 1914 the Kent VAD mobilised a hospital at St Augustine’s to receive casualties, this 
hospital was handed over to the RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps) in September 1914. Other 
local VAD hospitals included Abbots Barton lent by Francis Goldney (MP) and Dane John 
House. Dane John became a VAD hospital in September 1914 with 115 beds – male and female 
volunteers acted as nurses, cooks, needle women, cleaners, air raid wardens and orderlies. 
 
School children knitted socks, scarves and blankets which were distributed by the War Work 
Depot based at 26 St Margaret Street, the War Depot also collected and sold waster paper to 
raise funds for its work for those serving in the forces or prisoners of war. 
 
There were numerous collections and fund raising efforts. For example in 1914 a Blue Cross 
appeal to help horses at the Front raised £46, in 1916 a Flag Day for the VAD raised £152 and a 
concert by blind musicians raised funds for the work of St Dunstan’s for servicemen blinded in 
the Forces. 
 
We hope you enjoy following the trails and learning about the people who lived in Canterbury and 
the places they would have known. 

 
Sources Attributed: Canterbury Cathedral Archive; Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald; Kent and Sussex 
Courier; Folkestone, Sandgate, Hythe and Cheriton Herald; The Red Cross 
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Canterbury Trails 
 

Blue Trail 
Distance 1.5 miles (2.3 km) 

 
1. The Westgate Hall 
Start here, CT1 2BT 
 

The Westgate Hall, St Peter’s Lane has been restored and 

is now as it was when it was used by the men from the 
Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles and the 4th Battalion 
East Kent Regiment. 
 
When War was declared the Royal East Kent Mounted 
Rifles (also known as the East Kent Yeomanry) 1st 
Battalion were mobilised and came to Canterbury and spent 
their time training in the Canterbury area. 
 
It was from the Westgate Hall that Bertie Bufton and Edwin 

George, who both are buried in Turkey, left when the REKMR were sent to Gallipoli in 1915.  
 
Men wishing to enlist in the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles were instructed to report to the Drill 
Hall in 1915 in advertisements placed in various Kent newspapers. 
 
The Drill Hall would have been a scene of constant activity with enrolment, training and 
mustering. 

 
Sources http://kentfallen.com ,http://www.1914-1918.net/eastkent.htm and various newspapers 

 

2. The Beaney Institute and Museum, 18 The High Street 
From Westgate Hall Road turn right onto St Peter’s Lane and left onto St Peter’s Street which 
carries on into the high street. Continue past 3 turnings on your left and you will see Stop 2 on 
your left.    

 
The decision was made to keep the Beaney Institute and Museum 
open during the War rather than it being requisitioned for War use. 
  
Special arrangements were made for it to be used by the many 
regiments billeted in Canterbury when it was opened just for troops 
on Sunday evenings from 6.00 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. The fact that in the 
first month it was reported 1,500 men made use of the reference 
room and 2,528 books were borrowed demonstrates the popularity 
of the Beaney as a recreational facility. Also reported are guided tours 
being given of the Museum to wounded soldiers.  
 
The operation of the Museum continued throughout the War with 
donations of artefacts still being made for the Museum collection. 
 
Sources: see the "Kentish Gazette" and Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald various dates. 
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3. Royal East Kent Yeomanry Memorial, adjacent to Nasons and Foresters Hall 
Continue along the street. Just past Nasons on the right hand side is the Royal East Kent 
Yeomanry Memorial. 
 
Memorial 
The memorial to the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles also known as the Royal East Kent Yeomanry 
was originally unveiled in 1922 and was at the end of the Cattle Market. The plinth details the battles 
in which the Yeomanry were involved; there is also a horse trough dedicated to their horses. 
 
For more information about the men who served in the REKMR please 
visit http://www.kentfallen.com where there are listings of those who 
served and those who fell. 
 
Other sources: http://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item/memorial/1533 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Foresters Hall now part of Nasons 
During the War the Foresters Hall was a venue used for fund raising concerts for various causes 
such as the Periscope Fund (raising funds to buy periscopes for troops in the trenches) and in 

1917 for St Dunstan’s Hostel for Soldiers and Sailors blinded in the War. This later fund raiser was 

an afternoon concert performed by blind musicians attached to the National Institute for the 
Blind. 

 
There was a realisation in the city that there needed to be places for 
the men billeted to go for recreation which was not a pub. To this 
end Foresters Hall was hired by Lady Dawes of Barton Fields with 
the support of several friends during the autumn of 1914 for the use 
of men in uniform. The men could spend an evening socialising, 
listening to musical items, and writing letters home with the paper 
and envelopes supplied, non alcoholic refreshments were available. 
 
Also continuing was the pre-War use of the Hall for auctions and it 
was the venue of the examinations for the Royal Academy and 
Royal College of Music. 
 
Foresters Hall was the venue on 4th June 1919 when the Red 
Cross sold the furniture and effects from the Dane John VAD 
hospital. Apart from the usual bedsteads, linen, kitchenware and 
furniture among the lots were records and garden seats which had 
been used for recreational activity for convalescent soldiers. 
 
Sources: various newspapers 
 

 
 

http://www.kentfallen.com/
http://www.iwm.org.uk/memorials/item/memorial/1533
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4. 51 High Street, site of Capital and Counties Bank 
Continue along the road. The Capital and Counties Bank is now Lloyds Bank on the corner of 
High Street and St Margaret’s Street. 
 

51 High Street is the site of the Capital and Counties Bank which was 
managed jointly by Mr Arthur Gilham (b 1860), who had started his 
career as a clerk, and Mr Blunt. 
 
Mr and Mrs Gilham’s son Cyril was  born in Canterbury in 1890  and had 
emigrated to Canada prior to the War. He was living in Paris, Ontario 
working on a farm, and married to Gertrude  with a baby daughter, when 
he volunteered on the 12th November 1914  with the CEF (Canadian 
Expeditionary Force) 20th Battalion. He was serving as a Sergeant 
when he was shot and died after admission 
to hospital of shock (possibly due to loss of 
blood) on the 16th February 1916, aged 25. 
 
One of the Gilham’s daughters Dorothy 
(b 1888) had started as a nurse with the 

VAD at Abbott’s Barton in September 1914 and then volunteered 
for overseas service. She was sent to Alexandra, Egypt where she 
contracted enteric fever and had to be invalided home in January 
1916. Although she recovered she was not well enough to take up 
nursing again and was discharged from the VAD in July 1916. 
 
 
Sources: www.doingourbit.ca, Red Cross http://www.redcross.org.uk, 
www.historiccanterbury.com and Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald 26

th
 

February 1916. 

 
 

5. Canterbury War Memorial and Canterbury Cathedral 
Turn Left onto Mercery Lane. Walk to the entrance of the Cathedral where the War Memorial is 
located. 
The War Memorial was unveiled in the Buttermarket on the 10th October 1921 by Earl Haig and has 
listed the names of the fallen who were residing in Canterbury at the time of their enlistment. 
 
Among those listed is the only woman, who is listed by her initials E F M 
Parker. Ethel Parker had joined the WAAC (Womens’ Army Auxiliary 
Corps) and was 21 when she was killed along with 8 other women as 
they sheltered in a trench during an enemy air raid on the Abbeville camp, 
France on the night of 29th/ 30th May 1918. The women had only been in 
France for a short time and Miss Parker had written home mentioning the 
many air raids which the camp was suffering; the group were the first 
WAAC members to be killed in France. Prior to joining the WAAC Ethel 
had worked for the Preceptor of Canterbury Cathedral. As a mark of 
respect Queen Mary adopted the WAAC which was then known as Queen 
Mary’s Army Auxiliary Army Corps. After the fatalities the women slept 
in nearby woods at night rather than in the camp. 
 
 
Abbeville was the headquarters of the Commonwealth lines of 
communication and the women from the WAAC were working in the 

http://www.doingourbit.ca/
http://www.redcross.org.uk/
http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
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canteen, stores, offices and in transport roles releasing soldiers for the front line. By the end of 
the War more than 50,000 women had joined the WAAC. Abbeville was also the location of 
three hospitals, the South African General Hospital, No.2 British Stationary Hospital and the 3rd 
Australian General Hospital. 
 
 

There are many memorials inside the Cathedral including one to the 
flying ace, Major Edward Corringham (Mick) Mannock, V.C. and to 
the Kent Cyclist Brigade. 
 
Also inside the cathedral is the bell from HMS Canterbury which saw 
action of the Battle of Jutland and throughout the War; when the ship 
was finally broken up in the 1930’s the bell was given to the Cathedral. 
The bell is rung at 11 a.m. every day. As well, from the HMS 
Canterbury, is the flag she was flying at the Battle of the Falklands, the 
flag was damaged by gunfire and given to the Cathedral in 1916. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Information courtesy of: Richard Young, lives of First World War, various newspapers, 
http://www.westernfrontassociation.com, www.canterbury-cathedral.org, and www.historiccanterbury.com 

 
 
6. Woods the Butchers  
Turn left onto Sun Street and past Sun Yard. We believe the location of T Wood and Son was on 
the right.  

T Wood and Son was an established Pork Butchers at 9 Sun 
Street (numbers were changed after the First World War).  
Throughout the War they advertised regularly for butchers & 
slaughterhouse assistants to replace employees who had 
enlisted or were called up. 
 
Rationing was brought in during 1918 to counteract shortages 
of food caused by U-boat activity and to ensure that everyone 
had a certain amount of food. However poorer families still 
went short as prices were high. 

Sources: www.historiccanterbury.com and various newspapers 
 

 
7. 31 Palace Street, Private M. Jacob 
Continue straight ahead keeping to the right into Palace Street. Walk to the end of the street and 
number 31 is on the corner.  

  
The Jacob family home, the head of the family was Sulivan, a tailor 
who was married to Bessie. Both Sulivan and Bessie were born in 
Poland and had lived for a while in London before they settled in 
Canterbury. They were the parents of 3 sons Michael, Myers and 
Mark. We believe that Private MJ Jacob was Michael born in 1897 
and a tailor’s apprentice on the 1911 census. Private Jacob had 
been a Boy Scout and a member of the Boys’ Life Saving Brigade 

http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
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and with those interests it seems natural that he volunteered for the RAMC (Royal Army Medical 
Corps) and foreign service. He served with the 82nd Field Ambulance, the 2nd Home Counties Field 
Ambulance Brigade.  
 
The RAMC were right on the front line of the fighting and Private Jacobs rescued an injured soldier 
by carrying him to safety on his back whilst under shellfire, for this he was awarded the DCM 
(Distinguished Conduct Medal) - he was 18 years of age at the time. 
 
Source: Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald 22

nd
 May 1915. 

 
8. Lilian Short, 22 King Street 
Turn left into King Street and follow the street. Number 22 is on the right hand side. 
Lilian Short (b 1890) had been married to Ernest Albert Short for 5 years when war was declared and 
had a baby son, also Ernest, who was born in 1911.  
 

Lilian volunteered at Dane John in 1915 
washing up 3 mornings a week and is typical of 
the many women who managed to find time to 
volunteer. Without this band of local women who 
cleaned, cooked, mended and laundered the 
hospitals would not have been able to operate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ernest Short was the manger of Jackson’s stores at 21 King Street.  
 
Sources: British Red Cross www.redcross.org.uk and www.historiccanterbury.com. 

 
 

9. WJ Payne 9 King Street 
Continue along King Street and number 9 is part of this new development on the right hand side. 

This was the site of the timber yard run by W J Payne and where 
Charles Archer Payne was working before the First World War. 
Charles Payne was heavily involved in the local community being 
a member of the Boys Brigade, Kent Fire Brigade, assistant 
secretary of the Canterbury Cycle Club and a member of the Kent 
and Canterbury Hospital Saturday committee which fundraised 
for the local hospital. 

Charles was also on the reserve of the 9th Lancers, having 
served with them previously, and so was called up immediately War broke out and went to 
France in September 1914. He later transferred to the Royal Engineers Signal Section and 
served his whole time in France. He was killed on the 9th of August 1918 and is buried in the 
British Cemetery at Caix. 
 
Sources: Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald 31

st
 August 1918 and www.cwgc.org 

 
 

http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
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10. 1 St Alphege Lane, Archibald Hodgskin RAF 
Turn left and walk a short way along St Alphege Lane. 
 

The family home of Alfred James and Emily Victoria Hodgskin on the 1911 census. One of their sons, 
Archibald Francis (b 1898), was a bell ringer at St Alphege Church (Palace Street and no longer 
open to the public) and at Canterbury Cathedral, where his father was a verger. At the time two of his 
sisters, Amy and Bertha, were elementary (primary) school teachers. Archibald himself was a pupil 
teacher in 1915 before he joined up. In a strange coincidence 
Archibald was a witness to the accident which killed Albert West (see 
74 Castle Street) and gave evidence in court. 
Archibald joined the RAF and after training was attached to the 66th 
Wing, he was promoted to Lieutenant in April 1918. The 66th wing 
were deployed in the Mediterranean and based near Tarranto in Italy. 
The squadron saw heavy losses in action against the heavily defended 
U-boat and naval bases in the Bay of Kotor (present day 
Montenegro). It was in a bombing raid against the U-boat base that 
Archibald was killed in action on the 6th September 1918 - he is 
remembered on the Dorain Memorial Northern Greece. Two of his 
brothers also served and survived the War. 
 
Source: http://kcacr.org.uk/association/world-war-1-records/roll-of-honour/ 

 
 
11. Oddfellows Hall, Orange St 
Retrace your steps and turn left onto King Street. Orange Street is the next turning on the left and 
the stop is about half way along.  

 
The Oddfellows Hall was the address given for Mrs Maggie Hewitt 
and her daughter, also Maggie.  
Mrs Hewitt started working as a charlady cleaning the wards and 
general kitchen duties in 1916 and was paid 12s 6d per week 
working from 6 a.m. to 2 or 3 p.m. each day. In 1918 Mrs Hewitt’s 
daughter Maggie also started work as a charwoman, being paid a 
shilling less than her mother. It was noted that both were also 
volunteers outside work hours. 
 

 
 
 

12. 3 Best Lane, Henry Upton  
Retrace your steps and turn left onto Best Lane. Number 3 is on the right hand side. 

Henry Upton (b 1864), a funeral director, lived with his sister Florence 
at 3 Best Lane. Henry was also a volunteer with the VAD and gave his 
time from January 1915 and was still serving in 1919. He was in charge 
of instructing recruits in First Aid, assisted with operations and was a 
regular ‘dresser’ (changing the wound dressings) at Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital. In addition he assisted with the convoys of wounded which 
came into the train station but also was an air raid warden.  
 
Also in Best Lane, location unknown, from the summer of 1918 was the 
Headquarters of the Navy & Army Canteen Board (NACB) which was the 
fore runner of the NAAFI. The NACB was set up to provide canteen 
facilities on Army camps and there was a recruitment drive for women 
aged between 25 and 45 to join as Manageresses or Cooks in order to 
release men in these roles so that they could go on active service. 
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13. The Bricklayers Arms (now called Thomas Becket) 
Continue down Best Lane to the Thomas Becket on the left.  
The Bricklayers Arms was established in 1828 and the licensee in 1917 was Mr PE Taylor. 
 
The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) had restricted when public houses were allowed to sell 
intoxicating liquor and there were further restrictions in garrison towns such as Canterbury. 
Although pubs could open to sell food and non alcoholic drinks from 5.30 a.m. they were only allowed 
to sell alcohol between 12-2.30p.m. and 6p.m.-8p.m. and were not allowed to sell spirits for 
consumption off the premises at the weekend. There were also 
restrictions on orders which were delivered to private houses.  
 
The main impact on the customers was that they were not allowed 
credit or to buy a round of drinks ‘treating’ as it was known. The 
penalty for breaking the regulations was a fine (up to £100) or 
imprisonment. Customers were also not allowed to stand and drink 
at the bar - they would have to be seated and be served at their 
seats. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
14. 2 Stour Street, GPO Sorting office 
Walk to the end of Best Lane then turn left onto High Street and take the first right onto Stour 
Street. The GPO Sorting Office is on the right hand side.  
In 1917 this was the GPO Sorting Office and Engineers Stores. Women replaced men who had 
enlisted or been called up and the hours of work in the sorting office were 6a.m. to 8 p.m. During 
the War there were still 5 deliveries and collections a day. Mail which was posted for servicemen was 
sorted separately and sent by train to the Home Depot sorting office in London. This was a large 
temporary building in Regents Park covering five acres and at the time the largest sorting depot in the 
world. By the end of the War it was estimated that over 2 billion letters and 114 million parcels had 
passed through the Home Depot. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: http://www.royalmailgroup.com/about-us/heritage/first-world-war 
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15. 5 Stour Street, Cecil Goldfarb and family  
Continue down Stour Street past Jewry Lane and Hawks Lane. We believe Number 5 was on the 
left hand side. 

Cecil Goldfarb married Winifred Tournay in the spring of 1915. 
By 1917 he was listed as living at 5 Stour Street with his family 
and was a tailor. Winifred and Cecil had three children Arthur, 
Jack and Lily. Sometime in 1917 Cecil was enlisted in the 
Buffs and he was serving as a Private when he was killed on 
the 1st October 1918 - he is remembered at the Doingt 
Communal Cemetery. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
16. 35 and 36 Black Griffin Lane, Laura Lockie & Lydia  Tumber  
Turn right onto Water Lane and take the footpath across the bridge and walk through Greyfriars 
Gardens. Keep to the left, there is an alleyway which leads onto St. Peter’s Grove. Cross the road 
and take the alleyway immediately in front of you onto Black Griffin Lane. Turn right and Number 
35 is a little way down on your left hand side.  

Mrs Laura Lockie of number 35 and Miss Lydia Tumber 
(b 1870) of number 36 were neighbours who both 
volunteered at Dane John from 1918 to January 1919. 
Mrs Lockie washed up supper things once a week but 
Miss Tumber cooked breakfasts in the morning from 
5.30 a.m. to 7.00 a.m before she went to work. In 1911 
Lydia had been living with her widowed mother (born 
1833/4) and earning her living as a seamstress and 
cook whilst caring for her mother. Her mother died in 
late 1915. 

 
Source: Red Cross 

 
 
 
 
17. 88 Black Griffin Lane, Bessie Wells  
Continue along Black Griffin Lane and number 88 is on the right hand side.  
Mrs Bessie Wells (nee Bennett) was living here when 
she volunteered as a probationary nurse in 
September 1916. As Mrs Wells was working full time 
she would go to help on the wards from 6a.m. to 
8a.m. in the morning. 
 
Source: Red Cross 
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18. Museum of Freemasonery, 66 St Peter’s Place 
Continue to the end of Black Griffin Lane and turn left onto Tower Way. The museum is on your 
right hand side at the junction with St. Peter’s Place. 

The Lodge Room, which is behind the Museum (built 1933), 
was built in 1880 by John Wiltshier, a prominent local 
builder who had his works and stores in Jewry Lane. Records 
from 1915 show that 3 lodges were using the meeting room: 
The United Industrious Lodge number 31; The St Augustine’s 
Lodge number 972; and the Royal Military Lodge number 
1449. One of those attending United Industrious Lodge 
meetings was Rupert Edward Everitt (b 2nd October 1875) who 
was a schoolmaster at King’s School from 1908 and an 
officer in the Officer Training Corp. Rupert volunteered as a 
gunner in January 1916 under the Derby Scheme, he had 

registered in 1915 and was allowed to complete the Spring Term at King’s before undertaking his 
military duties. He was in France in 1916, returned to England for officers training and left again for 
France in May 1917. Second Lieutenant Everitt was killed on the 24th June 1917 aged 43. He is 
buried at Ferme Olivier Cemetery in Ypres, Belgium. 
Sources: http://www.hambo.org/kingscanterbury, http://masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk 

‘Warden and Scholars of Winchester College’ 
 
19. 30 Tower House, the Williamson family in Westgate Gardens 
Cross the road with great care. Tower House and Gardens are opposite to the left.  
The house and 11 acre gardens were bequeathed to the 
council by the Williamson family in 1936 and the house is 
built around one of the original bastions in the City 
Wall. 
The Williamson family had a long association with 
Canterbury being silk weavers in the 1700’s and moving 
into leather goods in the late 1790’s with a shoe shop in 
Sun Street. The family diversified into tanning in the 
1800’s running the St Mildred’s Tannery, a connection 
with which ran until the 1980’s. 
Stephen Horton Williamson acquired Tower House in 
1886 and it was the family home of his son Stephen 
Williamson (b 1898), who served in the First World War with the Royal Garrison Artillery and was 
awarded the MC (Military Cross) in June 1918. Stephen returned to Canterbury after the War and 
managed the St Mildred’s Tannery with his wife Catherine and sons Stephen and John. Catherine 
was a city councillor and Mayor of Canterbury in 1938 & 1939, Stephen was Chief Fire Warden 
throughout the Second World War, he died in 1986. 

 
Sources: www.canterbury.gov.uk/media/887831/tower-house-summary-08-04-2014.pdf 

  Whitstable and Herne Bay Times Saturday 22
nd

 June 1918 

 
To return to Westgate Hall turn right and follow the 
riverside path to the West Gate. Cross the road and walk 
carefully through the North Lane car park. Cross the river 
using the 2nd bridge and turn left into Pound Lane. Turn 
right into Pound Lane car park and Westgate Hall is in 
front of you to the right, at the end of the car park. 
   

This is the end of the Blue trail  

http://www.hambo.org/kingscanterbury
http://masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk/
http://www.canterbury.gov.uk/media/887831/tower-house-summary-08-04-2014.pdf
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Red Trail 
Distance 1 mile (1.4 km) 

 
1. Cattlemarket  
Start here, CT1 2SY 

 
The long standing cattle market was an important part of the economic life of Canterbury and 
surrounding villages. There were weekly auctions of cattle and sheep, and other livestock such 
as horses were traded here as well. During the War due to the demands of the Army for horses 
this trade was very much reduced. 

 
This was the venue of many recruiting meetings such as the one in October 1915 when there 
was a band playing and speeches were made. It was reported in newspapers at the time that 
30,000 recruits a week were needed by the Army and if there would not enough volunteers a 
system of conscription would have to be brought in.   
 
Despite the many recruiting meetings held around the country there were not enough volunteers 
to meet demands of the forces and conscription was introduced for single men aged 18 -41 in 
March 1916 and widened to married men in May 1916. 
In November 1915 a German Field Gun, captured by the Buffs at Loos, was exhibited at the 
entrance to the Cattle Market. 
 
Sources: various editions of the Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald and www.historiccanterbury.com 

  
Please note that St George’s Street was extensively bombed in WW2 IN June 1942 with the only 
buildings left standing being the Marks and Spencer building and the clock tower of St George’s 
Church. Building numbers given relate to the numbers during the First World War which are 
different to the current numbers, we have estimated where these buildings were referring to the 
website www.historiccanterbury.com 
 

 
2. St George’s Hall, 4 St George’s Street 
With the bus station on your right hand side continue along St George’s 
Lane to the junction with St George’s Street and turn left. Number 4 we 
believe would have been on the same side as the tower. 

 
 
With so many billeted in the town it was very important to give them 
somewhere to go when they were not on duty, especially a place to meet 
where they could obtain refreshments at a reasonable price. 
 
The YMCA ran many recreation facilities throughout the country, 
especially in garrison towns and also at some train stations such as 

http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
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Canterbury West. These facilities were also used by families who were waiting for loved ones to 
arrive or who had just waved them farewell. 
 
They also provided recreation huts for troops to use on the Western Front and elsewhere. The 
Huts were a place where men could congregate in the dry, have a cup of tea and write letters 
home and were staffed by volunteers. The YMCA were not the only organisation to run huts - the 
Scouts also provided huts on the Western Front - again staffed by volunteers. 

  
Sources: Courtesy Kent and Sussex Courier     www.historiccanterbury.com 

 
3. 39 St George’s Street, The Kentish Gazette offices 

Walk a little further down the Street so that the Tower is on your right. On 
www.historiccanterbury.com Pollard Watchmakers is number 53 on the left so 39 would also be on 
the left further down the street. 
 
 

The Kentish Gazette offices were a place people would visit to 
discover what was going on, for example many people discovered 
that War had been declared because of the telegram placed in the 
window.  
 
The Gazette was published on a Friday; it decreased in size 
during the War because of shortages of paper. 
 
 
Courtesy various newspapers and historic Canterbury. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
4. 43 St George’s Street, The Dental Rooms 
Now move further down the street and turn around so that you are looking back at the clock tower. 
Location note on www.historiccanterbury on the right you can see the sign for number 45 ‘Ginders 
Library’ 

 
By the summer of 1917 Mr F Morgan Fletcher had lost 3 of 
his technicians as they had been called up. He himself 
was granted exemption as there were only a few dentists 
in Canterbury to serve a population of 60,000. At the 
tribunal hearing it was stated he was doing all the work 
himself, working 18 hours a day.  
 
 
 
 
Sources various newspapers and image courtesy of Paul Crampton. 
 

http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
http://www.historiccanterbury/
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5. The Corn Exchange, 26 St George’s Street  
Continue along St George’s Street. We believe The Corn Exchange was on the right hand side 
opposite Rose Lane. 
 
This is an aerial picture of St George’s Street pre the Second World War from 
www.historiccanterbury.com . We have marked the Corn Exchange with an arrow, it was opposite 
Rose Lane 
 

 
 

 
 
The Corn Exchange was an important market for Canterbury dealing not 
only in corn but in other foodstuffs and in hops. Newspaper reports from 
the time show that, although the production of hops declined during the 
War, there were several good harvests.  
 
The local corn merchants contributed to fundraising for the Red Cross 
and other local charities. The Corn Exchange was also a place where 
patriotic speeches were made during the War. The Corn Exchange was 
destroyed in an air raid in 1942. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. 26 St Margaret Street, War Work Depot 
Continue a short way down Parade and turn left into St Margaret’s Street. If you wish to pick up 
the Blue Trail here you would be at point 4  
The exact location of 26 St Margaret’s Street is unknown. 
Before 1917 it was the premises of Percy Webb who was a 
fishmonger, poulterer, licensed to deal in game and an ice 
merchant who conducted a daily home delivery service. 
Percy (b 1873) lived over the premises with his wife Ada. 
 
In 1917 it became the location of the Canterbury War Work 
Depot of which Mrs Farley was the Honorary Secretary. This 
was the collection point where volunteers received knitted 
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goods (many made by school children) for distribution overseas and to local hospitals. Also 
waste paper was collected at the Depot to be sold to raise funds to send parcels to servicemen 
and to the Prisoners of War.  It was reported in 1917 that £100 had been raised through waste 
paper collection and resale. 

 
 
Source: Kent and Sussex Courier, Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald and www.historiccanterbury.com 

 
 

7. National Kitchens 82 Castle Street. 
Continue to the end of St Margaret’s Street and turn right on the corner of Beer Cart Lane and 
Castle Street is number 82. 
National Kitchens were launched in 1917 and were a government initiative run by local people 
to combat food poverty caused by rising food prices brought about by shortages of food due the 
U-boat campaign, labour shortage on farms and poor weather. Canterbury had 2 kitchens one 
here, and one in Northgate, where a fixed price meal could be purchased. 
 
By the end of the War there were over 1,000 national kitchens. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
8. 74 Castle Street, soldiers billeted 
Continue along Castle Street number 74 is now a school 
74 Castle Street was the home of Mr Jarvis and where soldiers were billeted in the War. Albert West 
from Tunbridge Wells was with the Army Service Corps attached to the Kent Cyclist Brigade and 
shared a billet here with Robert Emery. The two men were walking 
on the pavement in Palace Street when a car lost control, mounted 
the pavement and pinned Albert against a shop, crushing his leg. 
Despite treatment at hospital he died of his injuries on 9th January 
1915 and was given a full military funeral.  
 
Many soldiers were billeted in Canterbury during the First World War, 
often they would be expected to share a bed and sometimes slept 
on the floor. Sometimes they only stopped in Canterbury a few 
nights on their way down to the coast to ship to France other times they could be in Canterbury for 
several months whilst they trained. The Army paid a billeting allowance to families but, with rising 
prices, this did not always cover the cost of food. Most families had their own sons away fighting or 
training elsewhere and looked after the soldiers staying with them as if they were their own family. 
 

http://www.historiccanterbury.com/
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Sometimes the doors of each billet would have chalked on them the 
regiment the men belonged to and the number of men inside. 
Generally the Army tried to keep the units together so there would 
be several streets with men from the same regiment. 
 
Having soldiers billeted did cause some disturbance especially if the 
soldiers were on night call out duty. The doors of the house would 
have to be kept unlocked so the soldiers could run to their muster 
points without delay. There were alarms reported in the papers with 
soldiers rushing through Canterbury at 4 a.m. in the morning. In 

November 1914, 1,000 troops were mobilised urgently from Canterbury to the coast around 
Whitstable after reports of a possible raid or landing by the Germans. 
 
Sources various newspapers 

 
9. Dane John House  

Turn left onto St John’s Lane, walk to the end and turn right onto Marlowe Avenue. The entrance 
to Dane John Gardens is along the avenue in front of you before the road bends. To your left you 
will see Chantry house which was Dane John House. 

 
Now called Chantry House, Dane John was one of the VAD 
operated hospitals in Canterbury and was lent for this use by the 
Misses Wightwick. Dane John was mobilised in September 1914 
to treat Belgian soldiers who were brought straight to from the 
battlefield to Kent for treatment as their own hospitals had been 
overrun by the German advance. Once these soldiers had 
recovered those who were able returned to Belgium to carry on 
fighting with the Belgian army. There was a royal visitor to Dane 

John when Princess Clementina of Belgium visited in November 1914. 
 
Several different nationalities including Australian troops were treated at the 115 bed hospital, 
most of the VAD volunteers were from Canterbury but there were also nurses from further afield. 
Local people would also support the operation of the hospital with fund raising and buying 
specialist equipment. 
 
The convalescent men were entertained with concert parties and were able to use the 
grounds. A photographer, Mr Charlton of 24 Mercery Lane, took photographs of the patients and 
staff at Dane John. 
 
The hospital finally closed in 1919 and the effects were sold by auction.      
 
Sources: Scarletfinders, British Red Cross, various editions of Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald and 
www.geograph.org.uk 

 
 

10. St Mary Bredin Vicarage now part of Chantry Hall 
As you walk towards the bandstand at the end of Chantry House the brick piece is the remnants 
of the vicarage.  
 
This is where Evelyn Maud Stacpoole Bambridge (known as Maud) was living when she was a 
volunteer nurse at Dane John from September 1914 to March 1915. Maud’s father was Canon 
Joseph John Bambridge the vicar of St Bredin’s and her mother Mrs Lucy Bambridge; she also 
had a younger brother Bertram Stacpoole Bambridge. Bertram ( b 1895) had been a pupil at St 
Laurence College, Ramsgate and then a student at Wadham College Oxford. He was a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the 7th Battalion the Buffs (East Kent Regiment) when he was killed in action on the 
19th November 1916.  

http://www.geograph.org.uk/
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After his death his parents received several letters from his fellow officers describing how he was 
leading his men in an early morning attack on German trenches during a snow storm when he 
died and another where a friend searched for his body for 2 days. He is buried in the Regina 
Trench Cemetery on the Somme. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Sources Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald, The British Red Cross , The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission http://www.janetandrichardsgenealogy.co.uk/St%20Lawrence%20College,%20Ramsgate.html 
 

 
 
 
 

11. Dane John Gardens 
Keep to the left and you can walk along the Dane John Gardens back to Watling Street and your 
starting point.  

 
Kentish Flag Days were a way of 
raising funds for local charities, 
many of which were war related. 
One was held here in September 
1915 and the crowds were 
entertained by music provided by 
the band from the Buffs Depot. 
Local businesses decorated their 
shops with flags and volunteers collected money, the sum raised of 
£128 would be the equivalent of over £9,000 today. The money 
was distributed to various local organisations including the VAD 
Hospitals, the POW fund, and the Belgian Refugee Fund.  
 
Source: various editions of the Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald 

 
 

 
 
 

This is the end of the Red Trail 
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Nearby places of interest 
 

 St Augustine's College, Broad Street. 

  
 
In August 1914 the Kent VAD mobilised a hospital at St Augustine’s to receive casualties, this 
hospital was handed over to the RAMC (Royal Army Medical Corps) in September 1914 and 
continued in operation throughout the War. 
 
During the War Land Army girls trained at St Augustine's College and 30 former students 
enlisted in the forces. 
The gate pictured is now a private entrance into Kings School. 
Source Kent and Sussex Courier 
Image ©David Long 

 
 

 Barton Court (now a grammar school) (Close to the old Kent and Canterbury Hospital): The 

Manor stable were used to house horses for the Barracks at the top of St Martin's Hill as well 
as horses and carts for transport. At the same time 15 RAMC officers were housed there. 

 

 The Hoystings, Old Dover Road: Mrs Degacher, widow of General Degacher, 

generously provided fully equipped two horse ambulances and a driver for VAD work. She 
paid for the conveyances at her own expense. 

 

 St George's Theatre (In Lower Bridge Street since demolished) where films were shown 

throughout the War. 

It was not until August 1916 when the film of The Battle of the Somme was first screened that 
most people on the home front really got a glimpse of life on the Western Front. The film of The 
Battle of the Somme was shot by only two cameramen, Geoffrey Malins and John McDowell, in 
June and July 1916 and documented the British Army's preparation for the battle, the battle itself, 
and the outcome. The film also offers glimpses of daily life - eating, marching, hauling 
equipment etc., and the British soldiers’ interaction with German prisoners. It was the first time a 
camera crew had filmed actual battlefield scenes 
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When the film was released in August 1916 over 20 million people saw it in British picture houses 
in the first two months. The unabridged version was very graphic and many women cried and 
fainted when they first saw it. 

 
Other films shown here included:  

The German retreat and the battle of Arras 1917 
The Battle of the Ancre and the advance of the tanks 
 
 
 
 
 

 Abbots Barton, New Dover Road 
 

 
 

Now the Abbott’s Barton Hotel this was lent to the VAD to be used as a VAD hospital by Francis 
Bennett Goldney. Mr Goldney was both a former M.P. for and Mayor of Canterbury; a fluent 
French speaker, he served as the Military Attaché in Paris during the War and was killed in a 
motoring accident in Brest in 1918. The hospital was supported, along with Dane John, not only 
by the VAD’s who served but by contributions from Canterbury citizens. 
 
Sources various newspaper archives and http://www.machadoink.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.machadoink.com/
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Canterbury 
Trail Quiz 

 
1. The Beaney Museum was requisitioned for war use.   

 
True/False 

2. The War Memorial lists the names of the fallen that lived in Canterbury when they 
enlisted.  

 

True/False 

3. Pubs could open to sell food and alcoholic drinks from 5.30 a.m. 

 
True/False 

4. Mail posted to servicemen was sorted separately and sent by train to the Home Depot 
sorting office in London.  

 

True/False 

5. WJ Payne ran a coal yard at 9 King Street. 

 
True/False 

6. Miss Tumber of Griffin Lane cooked evening meals at Dane John VAD after she 
finished work every day.  

 

True/False 

7. The Cattlemarket was the venue of a recruiting meeting in October 1915 when there 
was a band playing and speeches were made.  

 

True/False 

8. Mr F Morgan Fletcher was a dentist in St George’s Street in Canterbury and was 
exempted from being called up to serve in the war. 

 

True/False 

9. The Corn Exchange was where patriotic speeches were made during the war. 

 
True/False 

10. Soldiers billeted in Canterbury during the First World War would often have to share a 
bed or sleep on the floor. 

 

True/False 

 
 

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 

  

mailto:info@kentww1.com
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Maps of Trails in 
Canterbury 

 
 

Blue Trail  
 

 
 
 

Please note: Blue numbers correspond with the points in the description 
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Red Trail  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please note: red numbers correspond with the points in the description 
 
 


