
Introduction for Canterbury
Canterbury was the garrison town for the Royal 
East Kent Regiment (The Buffs) before the First 
World War. When mobilisation occurred in early 
August 1914 the West Kent Yeomanry, Territori-
als and Kent Cyclists were sent to Canterbury as 
their Home Defence position.

During one of their regular patrols the Terri-
torials came across a motorcyclist tapping the 
telegraph wire- the man was subsequently ar-
rested and handed over to the authorities. Regi-
ments from Sussex arrived mid August, having 
marched from Maidstone, bivouacking at Char-
ing overnight en route.

Many recruits from East Kent would travel to 
Canterbury to enlist, for example the Royal East 
Kent Mounted Rifles (Reserve) recruited at the 
Drill Hall in St Peters Lane (now The Westgate 
Hall).

In August 1914 the Kent VAD mobilised a hospi-
tal at St Augustine’s to receive casualties, this 
hospital was handed over to the RAMC (Royal 
Army Medical Corps) in September 1914. Other 
local VAD hospitals included Abbots Barton lent 
by Francis Goldney (MP) and Dane John House. 
Dane John became a VAD hospital in September 
1914 with 115 beds – male and female volun-
teers acted as nurses, cooks, needle women, 
cleaners, air raid wardens and orderlies.
School children knitted socks, scarves and blan-
kets which were distributed by the War Work 
Depot based at 26 St Margaret Street, the War 
Depot also collected and sold waster paper to 
raise funds for its work for those serving in the 
forces or prisoners of war.

There were numerous collections and fund 
raising efforts for example in 1914 a Blue Cross 
appeal to help horses at the Front raised £46, in 
1916 a Flag Day for the VAD raised £152, and a 
concert by blind musicians raised funds for the 
work of St Dunstan’s for servicemen blinded in 
the Forces.

We hope you enjoy following the trails and 
learning about the people who lived in 
Canterbury and the places they would have 
known.

Sources Attributed Canterbury Cathedral Ar-
chive, Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald, 
Kent and Sussex Courier Folkestone, Sandgate, 
Hythe and Cheriton Herald, The Red Cross
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Leaflet design by Laura Haines

Ethel Parker is the only woman listed on the War 
Memorial by her initials E F M Parker. She joined 
the WAAC (Womens’ Army Auxiliary Corps) and 
was 21 when she was killed during an enemy air 
raid on the Abbeville camp, France in 1918



1 St Alphege Lane, Archibald Hodgskin RAF
10This was the family 

home of Archibald 
Hodgskin (b 
1898) in the 1911 
census. He was a 
bell ringer at St 
Alphege Church 
and at Canterbury 
Cathedral where his 
father was a verger. 
Archibald joined 
the RAF and was 
killed in action on 
the 6th September 
1918 in Greece. 
His 2 brothers who 
served survived 
the War.35 and 36 Black Griffin Lane, 

Laura Lockie & Lydia Tumber 16Mrs Laura Lockie of number 35 and Miss Lydia Tumber of 
number 36 were both VAD volunteers at Dane John. Lydia 
earned her living as a seamstress & cook. She cooked 
breakfasts at Dane John from 5.30 a.m. to 7 a.m. before 
she went to work.

Oddfellows Hall, Orange St
11This was the address of Maggie Hewitt Snr and 

Maggie Hewitt Jnr who worked at Dane John VAD 
Hospital. Both mother and daughter were full time 
charwomen at Dane John cleaning the wards and 
preparing vegetables. Mrs Hewitt also volunteered 
when her working day was done.

2 Stour Street, GPO 
Sorting office 14In 1917 this was the GPO 

Sorting Office and Engineers 
Stores. In the War there were 
still 5 deliveries and collections 
a day as well as all the mail 
for the troops. Postwomen 
replaced men who had 
enlisted.

The Westgate Hall, St 
Peters Lane 1The Westgate Hall, St Peters 

Lane was the drill hall and 
headquarters for the Royal 
East Kent Mounted Rifles and 
the 4th Battalion, East Kent 
Regiment. There was constant 
activity as men would come 
for regular instruction, to 
enrol or to muster before they 
marched out of town.

51 High Street, site of Capital and Counties Bank
4Mr A Gilham was joint 

manager of the Bank when he 
heard the news in February 
1916 that his son Cyril 
(b 1890) ; a Sergeant with 
the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force; had died of wounds. 
One of the Gilham daughters, 
Dorothy, a VAD nurse, 
contracted enteric fever 
nursing in Egypt and had to 
be invalided home in January 
1916.

9 King Street, 
WJ Payne 9WJ Payne ran a timber yard 

from here and among his 
employees before the War was 
his nephew Charles Payne. 
Charles was a member of the 
cycling club, Kent Fire Brigade 
and on the Army reserve and 
so called up immediately War 
was declared and shipped to 
France. He was serving with the 
Royal Engineers when he was 
killed in action in August 1918.

The Beaney Institute and Museum, 18 The High 
Street 2It was decided to keep the The 

Beaney Institute and Museum 
open during the War and extra 
opening on Sunday evenings 
was arranged just for the 
benefit of troops quartered in 
the city. Around 1,500 troops 
made use of the reference 
room in the first month with 
2,528 books issued.

Woods the 
Butchers 6Woods the Pork Butchers was 

at No 9 Sun Street in First 
World War (the numbers have 
been changed). Residents 
would have registered their 
ration books here for pork and 
bacon from early 1918.

5 Stour Street, Cecil 
Goldfarb and family 15In 1917 Cecil Goldfarb, born in 

Poland, was living here with his 
wife and 3 children and was a 
tailor. Subsequently he joined 
the Buffs as a Private and was 
killed on the 1st October 1918.

The Bricklayers Arms (now called 
Thomas Becket) 13During the War all public 

houses were restricted to 
hours in which they could 
sell alcohol. Also forbidden 
was allowing people to buy 
drinks on credit and allowing 
them to buy drinks for 
someone else ‘treating ‘ as it 
was known. The rules were 
stricter in garrison towns like 
Canterbury.

Canterbury Blue Trail
Distance: approx 1.5 miles (2.3 km) 

3The memorial to the Royal East Kent Yeomanry, is 
now situated here; around the plinth are details 
of the campaigns of the First World War which 
involved the Yeomanry. Forester’s Hall, now part 
of Nason’s Shop, was the venue for fund raising 
concerts for causes such as the Periscope Fund and 
St Dunstan’s Hostel.

Royal East Kent Yeomanry Memorial, 
adjacent to Nason’s and Foresters Hall

88 Black Griffin 
Lane, Bessie Wells 17Mrs Bessie Wells (nee Bennett) 

volunteered at Dane John from 
September 1916 to February 1918 
working from 6 a.m. to 8 a.m. as 
a probationary nurse before going 
to her full time job. 

3 Best Lane, Henry Upton
12Henry Upton combined 

being a funeral director 
with being a volunteer 
for the VAD at Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital. He 
was a First Aid instructor, 
assisted with operations 
and also with the convoys 
of wounded soldiers who 
arrived at the railway 
stations.

Museum of 
Freemasonery 66 St 
Peter’s Place 18Behind the Museum is the 

Lodge Room, which is still in 
use. Rupert Everitt (b 1875); 
who was a schoolmaster 
at King’s School; attended 
meetings of the United 
Industrious Lodge here until 
he enlisted in January 1916. 
A Second lieutenant in the 
Royal Garrison Artillery he was 
killed in France on the 24th 
June 1917.

30 Tower House the 
Williamson family in 
Westgate Gardens 19The family home of Stephen 

Williamson (b 1898) who 
served with the Royal Garrison 
Artillery and was awarded a 
Military Cross in June 1918. He 
returned to Canterbury after 
the War and was Chief Fire 
Officer in Canterbury in WW2. 
The family gave Tower House 
and gardens to the council in 
the 1930’s.

5The memorial was 
unveiled in 1921 at the 
Buttermarket and is 
inscribed from the people 
of Canterbury to those 
who fell. Among those 
listed is Ethel F M Parker 
who was in the WAAC 
when she and 8 other 
women were killed in 
France in 1918. There are 
many memorials inside 
the Cathedral including a 
stone tablet for the Kent 
Cyclists Brigade.

Canterbury War Memorial and Canterbury 
Cathedral31 Palace Street, 

Private M. Jacob 7The family home of MJ Jacob, 
who was a Boy Scout who 
joined the Royal Army Medical 
Corps and was awarded the 
DCM in 1915 for rescuing an 
injured soldier under shell fire- 
he was 18 at the time. Private 
Jacob survived the War.

8Lilian Short 
was a mother 
of a 4 year old 
son when she 
volunteered 
to wash up 
3 mornings 
a week at 
Dane John 
VAD Hospital. 
Her husband 
Ernest was the 
manager of 
Jackson’s Stores 
at 21 King 
Street.

22 King Street, Lilian Short

Blue trail credits: 1) 1331CAN; 2) 1310CAN; 3) 1306CAN 
Courtesy historiccanterbury.com; 4) 1290CAN Courtesy 
historiccanterbury.com; 5) 1301CAN Courtesy historic-
canterbury.com; 6) 1321CAN; 7) 1343CAN Courtesy D Price; 
8) 1322CAN; 9) 1324CAN; 10) 1344CAN; 11) 1325CAN; 12) 
1326CAN; 13) 1345CAN; 14) 1337CAN; 15) 1328CAN; 16) 
1329CAN; 17) 1330CAN; 18) 1332CAN; 19) 1333CAN.

Please note that some locations are 
nearby and located to the best of 
our ability due to redevelopment 
and streets being renamed and 
renumbered.
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