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Travel information 
 
By car: 
The postcode for the start of the Blue Trail is TN23 1EZ and for the red trail is TN23 7HQ. There is 
plenty of parking around the town. 
 
Parking: 
For both trails we recommend Ashford International Station - Car Park B (TN23 1EZ) (Saturday all 
day £4.10, Sunday all day £1)  
 
Places of rest / Facilities: 
Various cafes and pubs are located around Ashford Town centre for the Blue trail. 
 
Walking Advice – Health and Safety 
Some of the locations shown on our maps can be dangerous, particularly coastal areas where the 
incoming tide may cut off routes, and cliff edges may be prone to collapse. Always check local 
safety information before travelling, and use caution when visiting. 
 
Our maps and points of interest are provided for historical information only. If you are not familiar 
with the area, always walk with an appropriate OS map. 
 
For schools and groups, a pre-visit should be undertaken by the organiser. Any educational walks 
or visits must be arranged in advance through e-Go. 
 
Please view the following websites for important health and safety information for walking: 

 gov.uk – Rules for Pedestrians 
 www.walkingandhiking.co.uk – Health & Safety When Walking 
  

Always use designated crossing points even if they are not shown in any walking guidance, 
neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss, 
damages or injury whist following this trail. 
 
Disclaimer 
Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 years has used reasonable endeavours to ensure the accuracy of 
the information contained within the trails. Despite every effort to the contrary, errors, omissions or 
discrepancies may have occurred in preparation of these. Neither Kent in WW1/ 100 miles for 100 
years nor any associates assumes any liability for loss or damages incurred due in part or in 
whole to such errors. 
 

For more information please visit www.kentww1.com 
 

 

http://www.kentww1/
http://www.kelsi.org.uk/pupil-development-and-curriculum/outdoor-education/e-go
https://www.gov.uk/rules-pedestrians-1-to-35/general-guidance-1-to-6
http://www.walkingandhiking.co.uk/general-health-safety-when-walking.html
http://www.kentww1.com/
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Trail specific information 
Take care crossing all roads along the route as some can become busy. Use all crossings that are 
available throughout the trails.  
Note: text in ‘burgundy’ shows directions to a particular stop. 
 
 

Glossary 

 
VAD is the abbreviation for the Voluntary Aid Detachment formed before the War of members of 
the Red Cross and members of the St John Ambulance. These men and women were mainly 
volunteers and served in various roles including nursing, as stretcher bearers, cooks and drivers. 

 
 

Introduction 

Ashford was an important town especially because of the railway works situated in New Town. 
The strategic importance of these meant that it was a target for German air raids by Zeppelin and 
aeroplanes. There were several raids and loss of life leading to local organisations such as 
Ashford County School having air raid procedures for the pupils to take shelter in the basement 
during a raid. There were VAD volunteer ambulance drivers on duty during the air raids to assist 
the Special Constables with any casualties. Lighting restrictions were brought in and the papers 
report people being fined for breaches- the fines ranged from 10s. 

Immediately War was declared, 800 men from the railway works , who were in the reserve or 
territorial’s, were called up, leading to shortage of labour at the works and the opportunity for 
women to take on roles which they would not had had access to prior to the War. 

As the men from Ashford were called up other troops began arriving for transit and training 
camps such as one located at the Godington Estate where there were 6,000 men camped at 
one time. 

The town’s people supported the War Effort in many ways not just by volunteering but also by 
attending events such as the Band Concert for Kentish Flag Day in the High Street in 1915. The 
town was presented with a tank at the end of the War in recognition of fund raising efforts.  

Auxiliary hospitals were situated at the Technical Institute, the Congregational Schools and 
Swanton House and staffed by local volunteers. 
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Ashford Blue Trail 

3.5km (just over 2miles) 
 
 

Stop 1. Ashford Railway Station - TN23 1EZ 
If you park your car in the Station car Park turn right out of the car park and use the underpass to 
walk to the station. 
 

Ashford was an important rail transport hub 
during the First World War, carrying passengers 
and freight to and from the Channel ports. 
Ambulance trains frequently arrived at the railway 
station during the early hours of the morning. The 
wounded would be tended to by VAD volunteers 
at the station whilst they waited for transport to 
local hospitals. At the railway station passengers 
would have seen women employed as ticket 
collectors and porters for the first time. Eight 
hundred reservists who were employed at the 

nearby Railway works in Newtown were mobilised at the outbreak of War. Women took some on 
some of the roles such as engine cleaners and wore trousers in public for the first time. As well 
as making and repairing steam engines and rolling stock the rail works made gun mountings 
which were used for anti aircraft guns. Air raids in Ashford were common and the railway works 
were a target due to their importance to the War effort. One raid on the 25th May 1917 was the 
first daylight by Gotha bombers; this was the raid in which 18 year old Gladys Sparkes was killed. 
Gladys was Ashford’s only civilian casualty in the War. She was killed in the same raid that led 
to over 70 deaths in Tontine Street in Folkestone. It was as a result of this raid that a system for 
air raid warnings was introduced for Ashford. 
 
 
In October 1916 a parade in Ashford for the 
Kent Volunteer Regiment saw troops brought up 
from Folkestone by train to join with those from 
Hythe and Ashford. They formed up in the station 
yard for inspection by the Inspector General 
who had travelled from London by special train. 
After the inspection the Ashford Company 
marched through the town.  
 
 
 
Source Ian Sharp, Folkestone, Hythe, Sandgate and Cheriton Herald October 1916 and 1919. 
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Stop 2. VAD Hospital Elwick Road (Now the College) 
Retrace your steps back via the underpass. The VAD hospital would have been where the new 
college is being built on the corner of Elwick Road. 

 
Mervyn Darton (b1894) and a house decorator lived 
with his parents Alfred; a coach maker on the railway; 
and mother Mary. Mervyn and his father volunteered 
at the VAD Hospital in Elwick Road. Mervyn 
volunteered until he joined the Queen's Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment) early in the War. He was a 
company sergeant major at the age of 24 when he 
was killed in action in France on the 21st September 
1917. Having no known grave Mervyn is 
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial. His father 
continued to volunteer with the VAD helping in air 
raids and meeting the wounded convoys and was still serving in 1919. Without VAD volunteers 
the hospital at Elwick Road would not have functioned. Although the Government paid an 
allowance for each wounded man it did not cover the costs of treatment, good nutritious food 
and special diets. It was the generous support of the townsfolk; who gave money and produce to 
support the wounded servicemen; which enabled the hospital to continue with their work.  
 
Sources, Red Cross records, Lives of the First World War and Commonwealth War Graves 
 
 
 
 

Stop 3. Royal Mail Sorting Office – now the station car park 
Continue along Elwick Road and the sorting office would have been in the vicinity of the current 
station car park. 
 

 
 
Many of the men who worked here joined up and eleven of them died during the War whilst 
serving. When men joined up women were recruited as post women and in the sorting office. 
 
The sorting office is where the mail for servicemen was separated and sent by train to the 
Special Depot at Regents Park. This was a large temporary building covering five acres and at the 
time the largest sorting depot in the world. By the end of the War it was estimated that over 2 billion 
letters and 114 million parcels had passed through the Home Depot. If a man was serving on the 
Western Front his letters could reach him within four days.  
 
Sources, www.royalmailgroup.com/about-us/heritage/charting-first-world-war 
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Stop 4. Site of the Cattle Market 
Walk towards Debenhams; The cattle market would have been on the construction site opposite 
Debenhams. 

 
The Ashford Cattle Market was located on Elwick Road and was managed by Mr. Stephen Hart. 
Cattle Markets along with many other food markets were put under heavy pressure during 
wartime. Soldiers being sent abroad needed a nutritious diet in which meat was an important 
part. More land was being used to grow grain crops to reduce the reliance on imports, which also 
affected the amount of livestock being raised and led to 
an increase in prices. Public consumers were hit the 
hardest and in particular the poorer communities, this 
was due to the fact the cheaper cuts of meat rose by 
a higher percentage compared to the luxury cuts. As a 
result the Government introduced the Meat (Maximum 
Prices) Order on 29th August 1917. Meat was rationed 
from early 1918. On the 25th of March 1919 the Cattle 
Market was used to auction off excess war horses, 
the average price of cart horses was around £70 (over 
£3,000 in today’s values).  
 
Sources: Kelly’s Directory, BAHS, Kent and Sussex Forum 

 
Stop 5. 18 East Street- Dryland family 
Cross the road (which is a shared space with cars) with care and walk past Debenhams to East 
Street. Turn right onto East Street to 18 East Street 
 

Francis Frederick Dryland (b1885) was a plumber and fitter 
by trade. Francis signed up to the Kings Royal Rifle Corps on 
the 24th July 1916 and was placed into the 6th Reserve 
Battalion. He was not mobilised immediately because he was 
partaking in ’work of national importance to the War effort’ 
according to his records. Francis survived the war and was 
discharged on demobilization in March 1920, returning home 
to Ashford.  
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar 

 

Stop 6. Regents Place- The Edwards greengrocers shop 
Look for the Regents Place road sign on the corner. The Edwards greengrocers shop was along 
here  

Charles (b 1885) and his sister Beatrice (b 1880) ran their 
greengrocers shop together. During the War it was very 
difficult to buy stock for the business. Potatoes were a 
staple for poorer families and were not rationed but in great 
demand, not just from the Army, but also as they were 
added to bread. People were also encouraged to grow their 
own vegetables. When Charles joined up in January 1917 
Beatrice kept the business going by herself as trade had 
dropped. Charles served in France with the Labour Corps 
who maintained the entire infrastructure of roads, 
railways, dug outs, trenches and command posts, much of it 

on the front line. Charles served safely until he was demobbed in March 1919 when he returned 
to Ashford to carry on running the greengrocers.  
 
Source Lives of the First World War and Kelly’s directory 1913 
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Stop 7. (Old) Prince of Wales - New Street 
Turn left onto Regents Place, walk to the end of Regents Place and turn right onto Forge Lane. 
Walk along Forge Lane and bear right onto New Street, The Prince of Wales (now the Old Prince 
of Wales) is on the left hand side. 
 
James Bridge had been assisted in running the pub by his 
son William Robert (b 1894) before William joined the 
Buffs (The East Kent Regiment) in 1911. After the outbreak 
of the war William was sent to India with the Buffs and 
remained there until 30th November 1915 when The Buffs 
embarked to Basra via the Suez Canal. For the soldiers 
fighting in the east disease was responsible for the deaths 
of more men than enemy action and William died on the 7th 
July 1916 of disease, most probably enteric fever which 
was widespread.  William is buried in Amara Cemetery 
which is 90 miles E.S.E of Kut, Iraq. His mother was sent 
his 1914/15 Star in 1919.  
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar, British army service records and Kelly's directory of Kent. 

 
 
 
 

Stop 8. Mark IV Tank (St George's Square, Ashford) 
Next to the Old Prince of Wales is the Tank. 

 
Ashford is home to the 
WW1 Mark IV Female 
Tank, one of very few 
remaining intact. The 
tank was presented to 
the town of Ashford on 
the 1st August 1919 as 
recognition for the 
fundraising by the town 
throughout the War. One 
example of fund raising 
was the Kent Flag Day 
concert held in the High Street in 1915. Only towns which had 
raised a considerable amount of funds were given tanks.  While 
many others tanks were scrapped for metal during the Second 
World War Ashford’s remained due to the fact it housed an 
electrical generator. The tank was almost sold in 1924 by the 
local council for £30 as they considered it a danger to traffic.  
 
Sources: Heritagecalling, tank-hunter, Aberdeen Press and Journal January 1924 
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Stop 9. 60-62 High St- Blake family 
Turn right onto Castle Street and then left onto the High Street. 60-62 is currently the Santander. 

 
Oscar lived here with his father Alfred, who was a 
wine merchant, and his younger sister Gwendolyn. 
Oscar worked as a clerk before he volunteered on 
the 5th September 1914 with the 9th Reserve Battery. 
He transferred to the Surrey Regiment and was 
mobilised on the 15th October 1915. During his time 
on the Western Front serving took a toll on Oscar 
and in January 1916 he was evacuated back home 
with shell shock. He was discharged from the Army 
in November 1916 and entitled to wear the Silver 
War badge to show he had done his patriotic duty.  
 
Source:  Lives of the First World War 

 
 

Stop 10. Waddell and Dryland families - 12 and 15 Park street - at the junction 
Park Street and North Street. 
Turn left onto North Street and walk to the junction of Park Street. 

 
Percy Waddell (b 1884) and William Dryland (b 1879) 
lived opposite each other and worked as postmen in 
Ashford. Percy was the first to volunteer and landed in Le 
Havre in November 1914 when he was mobilised with 
the Queen Victoria’s Rifles. Percy’s parents Harry and 
Jane did not see him again before he was killed in 
action on the 25th September 1916. William volunteered 
with the Post Office Rifles and was killed in action on the 
15th September 1916.Both men have no known grave 
and are commemorated on the Thiepval memorial.  

 
Sources Lives of the First World War, Forces War Records, Roll of Honour, Kent forum and 
Commonwealth War Graves 

 
 
Stop 11. Masonic Hall - 32 North Street 
Carry walking along North Street to number 32 on the right hand side of the road. 
 
James Scholfield Fraser followed his father into law as a career by 
becoming a solicitor, firstly working for Messrs Kingsford Dorman 
and Co in Ashford, before establishing his own private practice in 
London. He was a member of the Territorials and on the outbreak of 
war he was mobilised and appointment as a Major shortly afterwards 
in the Buffs (East Kent Regiment). The 5th Battalion the Buffs were 
sent to India in 1915 and then mobilised to Mesopotamia. James was 
killed in action on the 13th January 1916 leaving a widow and baby 
son. James is buried at the Amara War Cemetery and there is a 
private memorial brass plaque inside St Mary's Church Ashford. He 
was a churchwarden at St Mary’s before the War.  
 
Source https://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk 

 
 

https://www.masonicgreatwarproject.org.uk/
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Stop 12. Site of Old English Gentleman Public House 
Turn right onto Park Street and right again, we believe the Old English Gentleman public house 
was where the hotel is now. 
 
The licensee was Alfred Batt who had to 
abide by the regulations brought in under 
DORA. The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) 
had restricted when public houses were allowed 
to sell intoxicating liquor and there were further 
restrictions in garrison towns such as Ashford. 
Although pubs could open to sell food and non 
alcoholic drinks from 5.30 a.m. they were only 
allowed to sell alcohol between 12-2.30p.m. 
and 6p.m.-8p.m. and were not allowed to sell 
spirits for consumption off the premises at the 
weekend. There were also restrictions on 
orders which were delivered to private houses. 
The main impact on the customers was that 
they were not allowed credit or to buy a round of drinks ‘treating’ as it was known. The penalty 
for breaking the regulations was a fine (up to £100) or imprisonment. Customers were also not 
allowed to stand and drink at the bar - they would have to be seated and be served at their seats. 
If a landlord broke the rules he could lose his licence. As well as operating as a pub the Old 
English Gentlemen also acted as a place to billet troops during the war. 
 
Sources: Ian Sharp (Ashford Museum), Kent and Sussex Courier 

 
 

Stop 13. 17 High Street- the Coke family 
Carry along Park Street and turn right onto Wellesley Road. Walk along Wellesley Road and turn 
right again onto the High Street. Number 17 on the left hand side. 
 

Dr W H Coke was a long time medical practitioner 
in Ashford. His eldest son William Francis (Frank) 
also became a doctor whilst his second son Leigh 
Rigby (b 1881) was a solicitor; in Bank Street; 
before he joined the Hampshire Regiment early in 
the War. Leigh was serving in the Mediterranean 

Expeditionary Force when he was killed in action 
2nd November 1917 and is buried in Gaza. Frank 
first served as a volunteer in the RAMC as a 
doctor until December 1916 when he returned to 
Ashford to resume his medical practice. He was 
also Assistant Medical Officer at the Ashford 
VAD Hospitals. Meanwhile Frank’s wife Ethel 
was the full time commandant of the VAD Ashford 
hospital from 1914 to 1919.  

 
Sources Kent and Sussex Courier, Red Cross, Lives of the First World War and Commonwealth War 
Graves 
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Stop 14. 59 High Street - Hogben family 
Carry on along the High Street and keep to the left when you get to Middle Row, number 59 is on 
the left hand side. 
 

William Hogben Sr. was a fishmonger and his wife 
Hannah assisted in the business. His son William Jr. 
(b1896) was working as a fishmonger’s assistant in 
his father’s business upon the outbreak of the war. 
William went on to join the Royal Flying Corps 
(RFC) on the 16th January 1918 and made the 
switch to the RAF upon its formation on the 1st April 
1918. Isaac (b1898) served in the Royal West Kent 
Regiment. Both sons served safely and returned to 
Ashford once they were demobbed. Although fish 
was not rationed, it was in short supply. Trawlers 

had been attacked by U-boats with losses and some of the Kent fishing fleet relocated to Devon. 
Trawlers were also requisitioned to serve with the Dover Patrol, often their civilian crew 
volunteered to serve with them. There were also restrictions on night time fishing because of 
security issues in the Channel and problems with minefields laid by both the Germans and the 
British. The Royal Flying Corps (RFC) was part of the Army and so the men held Army ranks and 
wore an Army uniform. Originally the role of the RFC was to undertake reconnaissance and 
artillery observation. As well as aircraft the RFC had a balloon section which was used on the 
front line to observe troop movements, these static balloons were obvious targets for enemy 
artillery and aircraft. The RFC began to undertake offensive missions against enemy airfields, 
communication lines and trenches; they also fought 
in the air against the enemy air force on the 
Western Front. Men from the RFC served in the 
Middle East and the Balkans. In 1917 the RFC was 
also deployed in Great Britain to provide a defence 
against enemy air raids. On the 1st April 1918 the 
RFC was amalgamated with the RNAS (Royal Naval 
Air Service) to form a third service- the RAF. It had 
been recognised that there was a need for a separate 
service combining all the resources necessary to be 
able to defend the country and attack the enemy. The 
United Kingdom was the first country to have a 
specific Air Force as a separate entity. 
 
Sources: Livesofothefirstworldwar, Kelly's directory 1913 

 

Stop 15. 12 Bank Street- William Hooker’s grocers shop 
Carry on to the junction of Bank Street and turn left to number 12. 

 
William Hooker Jnr. ran this shop and his father had 
another shop elsewhere in Ashford. Rationing was 
brought in during 1918 to counteract shortages of food 
caused by U-boat activity and to ensure that everyone 
had a certain amount of food. However poorer families 
still went short as prices were high so they could not 
always afford to buy their entitlement. William’s 
customers had to register their ration books and not use 
any other supplier. If they wished to switch supplier they 
had to apply to the local Food Committee for permission. 
 
Source Kelly’s directory 1913 
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Stop 16. 22 Bank St - Capital and Counties Bank 
Carry on to number 22 located on the left hand side. 

 
When War was declared the Banks were closed by 
the Government for a week and people were unable 
to access their money, pay their staff or order new 
supplies. The Bank of England's official rate for 
lending operations soared from 3% to 10% in a 
matter of days, which had an effect on local 
businesses at a very uncertain time. The Banks were 
only allowed to distribute a limited amount of gold 
coin and customers had to accept paper money 
instead. Due to the number of staff who volunteered or 
were conscripted women were employed in the 
Banks for the first time and Bank opening hours were 

shortened with closing time being 3 p.m.  
 
Sources: Lives of the First World War, Kelly's Directory of Kent 1913 and various newspapers of the time. 

 
 

Stop 17. County Constabulary Police Station 
Retrace your steps and turn right onto Tufton Street to the old Police Station. 
 
At the outbreak of the war the superintendent of 
the police force was Alfred Jones who lived in the 
police house with his family. His youngest son, 
Reginald Thomas (b1896) was an officer in the 
Royal Air Force and was awarded a 
Distinguished Flying Cross on the 3rd 
December 1918.Special constables were 
recruited to replace regular police who joined up 
and because of the increased activity due to air 
raids and the many members of the military 
stationed in the town. Special constables gave 
their time on a voluntary basis and patrolled in 
pairs looking for lights showing and ready to 
assist in air raids.  
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar, Kelly’s Directory 
 

Stop 18. Canadian Troop Huts (Behind the Hollywood Bowl) 
Continue along Tufton Street, which becomes Vicarage Road, walk to the corner and look over at 
the Hollywood Bowl, behind which Canadian troops were billeted. 
 
Upon the outbreak of the war volunteers were needed to join the forces and Canadians were 
among many that answered the call. Initial volunteers arrived in 1914 and many followed in their 
footsteps, plenty of which were billeted in the towns and villages of Kent. One of the places 
they were billeted was in huts behind what is now the Bowling Alley off Station Road. The troops 
would have trained in the local area at places such at Godington Park and Warren & Hothfield 
Common, before being sent out to fight on the Western Front. 400 troops of The French 
Foreign Legion marched through Ashford en route for Folkestone November 1914.  
 
Sources: Ian Sharp, Step short and Whitstable and Herne Bay Times November 1914 
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Stop 19. Memorial Gardens - between Church Road and Station Road 
Retrace your steps and access the Remembrance Gardens on the left through the gates. The 
Gardens are before the Bowls Club. Walk through the gardens to the end. The War memorial is 
on the left hand side towards the end. 
 
The gardens located between Church Road and Station Road were initially ornamental gardens 
however in 1924 they became the Memorial Gardens. Ashford War Memorial was unveiled on a 
Sunday afternoon in June 1924. The gardens were full of people and not everyone could see the 
actual ceremony but they would have heard the mass choirs and the band of the British Legion. 
The memorial was designed by a Dover based architect and listed 250 names. 
 

 
Sources: Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald June 1924, parksandgardens, ashford.gov 
 
 

To return to the car park exit the memorial gardens onto the main road and turn right walk to 
Elwick Road junction and turn right again. 
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Burgundy Trail 
2 km (1.25 miles) 
 
Stop 1. 1st Ashford Boy Scouts HQ - Corner of Victoria Road 
Start Point: TN23 7HQ. If you park in the Railway Station Car Park, walk over the bridge to the 
corner of Victoria Road and Beaver Road. Along this road was the site of the Scouts HQ. 
 
The Boy Scout organisation played an important role in the War 
and supported the local volunteers & special constables. In Ashford 
scouts were used as lookouts to keep an eye on key structures, 
these consisted of railway crossings, telegraph poles and 
bridges. In May 1919 there was a special service at Canterbury 
Cathedral attended by 2,000 scouts from Kent to commemorate the 
600 Scouts from the county who died during the War.  
 
Sources: Scouts, IWM, Ian Sharp https://members.scouts.org.uk/  
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-first-world-war 

 
 
 
Stop 2. 1 and 3 Russell Villas Beaver Road  
Cross the road at the designated crossing. Russell Villas was on Beaver Road but we have not 

been able to locate so we have put on the corner. 
 
We don’t have the location of 1 and 3 Russell Villas Beaver Road 
and so have located on the corner of Beaver Road. Whether the 
two Baker families were related or whether it was a coincidence 
they were living next door to each other we do not know. From the 
scant records which exist we have pieced together the military 
history of two of the brothers from each family but we think other 
brothers served as well.  
 
Number 1 Russell Villas: where the head of the family was Ernest. Both Arthur and Percy served 
with the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force which meant they had no opportunity for home 
leave. Arthur Lewis Baker was a member of the Buffs 5th Battalion which travelled to Basra to 
fight with the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. Arthur unfortunately died of wounds while 
fighting in combat on the 20th January 1916. He is buried in the Basra War Cemetery, Iraq. Percy 
Baker enlisted with the Buffs 1/5th Battalion on the 3rd October 1914. He spent the first few 
months at home before arriving in India with the Buffs on the 3rd December 1914. After spending a 
year in India the Battalion was merged in with the Indian 35th Brigade before arriving in Basra in 
December 1915. Percy unfortunately became seriously ill, and was admitted to hospital on the 
4th June 1916. By 4th July his condition had deteriorated to the point where he was invalided back 
to India for treatment. He would then go on to be removed for the service list on the 3rd July 1917, 
and eventually demobilized on the 24th January 1919. 
 
Number 3 Russell Villas: The head of the family was Thomas Baker (b1851) who worked on the 
railways as a plate layer. His sons James and Henry both attested on the same day 12th 
December 1915. Henry (Harry) William Baker was the younger sibling and had multiple trades 
however upon enlistment he was a butcher and after attesting, was placed into army reserves. 
Mobilized on the 8th February 1916 he was drafted to join the Buffs 1st Battalion and was 
mobilised to the Western Front. Unfortunately Henry suffered a very different fate from his brother 
and died from wounds on the 21st September 1916. He most likely died in action during the Battle 
of Flers-Courcelette. This was a notable battle due to the fact it saw the first use of tanks on the 
battlefield. Henry is buried at Etaples Military Cemetery, France. James Henry Baker (b1882) had 
worked as a coal carter before enlisting. James was placed on the Army reserves and carried out 

https://members.scouts.org.uk/
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/10-ways-children-took-part-in-the-first-world-war
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general service while still based in England. He was then mobilised into the 25th Middlesex 
Regiment on the 28th August 1916 and was transferred to the Labour Corps on the 6th August 
1917. Upon demobilization on the 6th February 1919 he was placed into the Class ‘Z’ Army 
which acted as a reserve force in case of immediate future conflict. 
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar, CWGC 
 
 

Stop 3. 3 Beaver Road - Holtum family 
Continue along Beaver Road, around the corner to number 3 Beaver Road. 
 

William (b1841) and Diana Holtum (b1839) were the 
parents of Horace William Holtum (b1875). Horace 
served in the South African Campaign during the 
1899-1902 and returned home safely with experience that 
would become valuable later. In 1908 Horace married 
Rose Rebecca Firth in Ashford and went to live in 
London. It is thought Horace volunteered upon the 
outbreak of Great War as a member of the London 
Regiment. Horace was a member of the 18th Battalion 
which spent the entirety of the war in conflicts along the 
Western Front. Horace was killed in action on the 23rd 
August 1918, possibly during the Second Battle of 

Bapaume. With no known grave Horace is commemorated at the Vis-En-Artois Memorial, in 
Calais. His wife would have to apply for a widow’s pension which was not granted as a right 
being only paid to those considered suitable recipients.  
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar, CWGC, Kentfallen 

 

 
Stop 4. 12 Lower Denmark Road - Denmark Arms 
Continue to the junction of Lower Denmark Street and turn left onto Lower Denmark Street walk to 
number 12, on the bend, the site of the Denmark Arms. 
 
The licensee of the Denmark Arms was Ernest John 
assisted by Elizabeth Mary, his wife. Ernest William 
was their only son and joined the Royal Navy in 
February 1918. After training he was mobilised to the 
Black Sea region where he served on HMS Superb. 
The Superb was the flagship of the Mediterranean force 
based in the Black Sea and had been based there from 
1915; the ship had also been present at the Battle of 

Jutland. Ernest 
was demobbed 
in September 
1919 and returned 
home to his family. At least when he arrived home 
restrictions on the sale of alcohol under DORA (Defence of 
the Realm Act) had been lifted and his father could buy him 
a drink. During the War his father would not have been 
allowed to buy him a drink as it was illegal to ‘treat’ 
someone.  
 

 
Source http://www.worldnavalships.com/bellerophon_class.htm 

 

 

http://www.worldnavalships.com/bellerophon_class.htm
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Stop 5. 53 Lower Denmark Rd - The Brissenden 
Walk further down Lower Denmark Street to number 53. 
 
Horace Brissenden (b1856) was a grocer living with 
wife Emma (b1853). Together they had 9 children 
two of whom served during the Great War. 
Ernest Leslie Brissenden (b 1891) was assisting in 
his father’s grocers shop when he volunteered in 
Ashford on the 16th of January 1916 with the Royal 
Garrison Artillery. Ernest qualified as a signaller and 
served in France from October 1916. In 
November 1917 he was awarded 14 days home 
leave before eventually being demobbed on the 
31st August 1919 at Crystal Palace. During 
Ernest’s war career he was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal and had reached the rank of sergeant. Harold (Harry) Stewart 
Brissenden (b1885) was an engineer’s assistant before the outbreak of war. Harry signed up to 
the Royal Engineers at Aldershot on the 17th August 1914 and was accepted at the rank of 
Sapper. Harry served in England for the entire span of his war service, and was discharged from 
the Royal Engineers on the 11th July 1916. Harry was discharged, as service was having a 
negative effect on his pre-existing injury as he had fractured his tibia before war had begun. He 
would have been entitled to wear the Silver War Badge to show he had done his duty. 
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar and Kelly's directory of Kent 1913. 

 
 
 
 

Stop 6. Post Office - 63 Beaver Road  
Walk to the junction of Lower Denmark Street and Torrington Road and turn right. Walk to the 
junction of Christchurch Road, number 63 Beaver Road is on the corner. 

 
The sub-post office was run by local hardware 
dealer Henry Gandy (b1874). The Post Office 
attempted to cut the number of sub post offices 
during the War. This move was strongly resisted 
such was the importance of the service to the men 
away from home either in this country or overseas 
and to their families. Postal deliveries were cut to 
five a day and whilst letters to and from the Western 
Front were taking four to five days, for those serving 
elsewhere there was a far longer wait for mail. For 
example Christmas posting in 1916 for those 
serving in Mesopotamia was in October 1916.  
 

 
 
Sources: Kelly's directory of Kent, Livesofthefirstworldwar, Royalmailgroup, IWM 
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Stop 7. Christchurch War Memorial 
Cross Beaver Road with care to the Church, (open during 
services) 

 
The Memorial is located within Christ Church and lists the 
names of South Ashford men who fought and lost their lives 
during the war. The memorial contains the names of 61 men 
engraved in gold lettering either side of a statue depicting the 
crucifixion of Christ. The Church is open for services.  
 
Sources: Kentfallen 

 
 

Stop 8. 20 Christchurch Road – The Button family 
Walk along Christchurch Road to number 20, which is on the right hand side. 
 
Edward (b1858) was the head of the family who worked as a boiler 
maker labourer, three of his sons fought in the First World War. 
Eldest son George (b1885) who was a career soldier already 
serving in the forces prior to the outbreak of War was mobilised 
immediately with the Buffs. His war records are lost and so we 
don’t know where he served until he was killed in action at the 
Second Battle of Ypres, on the 22nd April 1915. With no known 
grave George is commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) 
Memorial. His two younger siblings Ernest (b1888) and Percy 
(b1897) both served in the War. Ernest had been a coach maker 
possibly at the railway works before he volunteered with the 
Buffs 5th Battalion. Ernest spent the majority of the war in Iraq 
fighting in the Mesopotamian Campaign, which was devastating 
due to the harsh weather conditions and widespread sickness. Percy joined the Navy before the 
war on the 23rd February 1914 as a boy seaman. While serving on the H.M.S Marlborough Percy 
spent time patrolling the North Sea, and took part in the Battle of Jutland with the rest of the 
Grand Fleet. Both Ernest and Percy survived the War.  
 
Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar, CWGC, Kentfallen 
 
 

Stop 9. 41 Christchurch Road - Alfred Barnes 
Carry along Christchurch Road to number 41, which is on the left hand side 
 
Alfred Howard Barnes (b1870) was an iron turner living with his 
wife and 3 sons. Alfred started volunteering with the V.A.D in July 
1911 and by the wartime had the role of section leader within the 
Elwick Road V.A.D hospital. The hospital relied on volunteers from 
the local community in order to function; volunteers such as Alfred 
were invaluable. As a section leader Alfred worked on the wards 

but he was also in 
charge of performing 
regular drills. These 
drills would have been 
designed to ensure 
safety of patients and 
staff during air raids.  
 
 

 Courtesy Red Cross 
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Stop 10. 78 Christchurch Road - Hadaway family 
Carry along Christchurch Road to number 78, which is on the right hand side 
 

Charles Hardaway (b1880) an insurance broker was living here 
with his wife Olive (b1884) at the outbreak of War. Charles had 
previously served in the forces signing up to the Royal West 
Kent Regiment on the 1st of September 1898 in Maidstone; he 
served for 8 years before being transferred to the reserves. 
Whilst in the army Charles picked up a number of useful skills for 
civil employment and also a 2nd class certificate of education.  
 
In 1910 Charles re-signed to the Royal West Kent Army 
Reserve. This meant when war was declared he was mobilised 
immediately and due to his experience he was quickly promoted 
to Lance Corporal on the 16th of December 1914. Unfortunately 
his health broke down and he was discharged during 1915. 
Charles was allowed to wear the Silver War Badge on his 
civilian clothing to show others that he had done his duty.  
 

Sources: Livesofthefirstworldwar 

 

Stop 11. Victoria Park 
Walk to the end of the Christchurch Road and turn right cross over with care to Victoria Park. 

 
The park was a focal point for concerts and fund raising. After the War a Heavy Gun; which was 
presented to the town by the War Savings Committee in recognition of the amount of funds saved 
by the townsfolk; was placed in Victoria Park. The fountain in Victoria Park which was bought 
and given to Ashford by Mr. George Harper in 1912 was a well known landmark and meeting 
place. The four large figures, representing the four continents, hold up shell fountains with smaller 
naiads supporting the pinnacle. Postcards of the fountain were sent by soldiers billeted in 
Ashford to families all around the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stop 12. Allotment Gardens -Beaver Road 
Walk straight ahead on the footpath in this are there would have been allotments. 

 
Allotment holders in Beaver Road ;who were themselves unable to join the Forces due to age 
or impediment; pledged to support the families of those who had joined the Forces by paying the 
rent on and tending their allotments. This meant the families were able to benefit from the food 
provided on the allotments. During the War food shortages were very serious and rising prices 
caused great hardship, especially to poorer families. Local hospitals also benefitted from 
vegetables grown on the allotments and some people kept chickens and pigs on their allotments. 
In the case of livestock this was not allowed to be sold.  
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Source Kent and Sussex Courier September 1914 
 

Stop 13. Victoria Road Elementary School 
Carry along the footpath until it meets Victoria Road, the school is across the road on the bend - 
cross with care 

 
The Victoria Road primary school was boy’s only 
elementary school with a capacity of 340; in 1913 
the school had an average attendance of 295. The 
headmaster Henry Thomas Watts (b1862) and he 
lived in the school premises with his family. His 
son Harold Edgar Watts (b1892) joined the Buffs 
(the East Kent Regiment) on the 1st of September 
1914 and went on to fight in the Mesopotamian 
campaign. Harold was wounded in action on the 
7th January 1916 but recovered and after a 
month’s leave rejoined his regiment. Harold 
survived the War. 
 
School children were allowed by the Kent Council Education department to miss school from 
May to October to help with summer crop sowing and bringing in the harvest. Their 
contribution was vital to food production which was necessary as the country had relied heavily 
on food imports before the War and the German U-boats were sinking merchant shipping. 
School children were also involved in collecting conkers to extract the starch used to make 
acetone which was used in munitions and previously sourced from Germany. They would also 
collect salvage and the girls would knit items for the troops such as mittens and scarves. 
 
They were also involved in the collection of Shells to make carbon filters for gas masks. The use 
of toxic gases during WW1 brought suffering to many thousands of people, causing asphyxiation, 
convulsions, blindness, panic and a slow death. Soldiers were taught in training that just four 
breaths of toxic gas could be enough to kill them. 
 
Gas masks with charcoal filters were distributed to combat the effects of the gas. And towards 
the very end of the war, it was realised that a more effective filter could be made from the charcoal 
that came from burning fruit stones and nutshells. Of great value for the charcoal they produced 
were stones from peaches, apricots, cherries, plums and dates, alongside shells from Brazil nuts 
and walnuts. 
 
The first port of call for help in collecting was jam factories, followed by hotels, restaurants and 
canteens. And then a national campaign was initiated to encourage the population to collect fruit 
stones and nut shells to help the war effort. People were asked to dry out the stones in a warm 
oven, or in the sun, and it was even suggested that Stone and Shell Collection Clubs could be 
formed. Boy Scout groups were drafted in to help with the collections, and even visited 
Buckingham Palace as part of the collecting drive.  
 
Sources: Kelly’s Directory, Livesofthefirstworldwar 
 

To return to the car park recommended route carry straight along the footpath to cross the railway. 
There is a long ramp for access so no need to use steps. Cross over the bridge and exit onto 
Elwick Road turn right back to the car park. 
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Places Nearby 
 
 

Godington Park 
Godington Park was one of the local estates where men were 
billeted for training or before embarkation. These men are 
going out ‘East’ in October 1914.  
 
Thanks to Ashford Museum for helping identify the location of this 
image 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warren & Hothfield Common 
The Warren & Hothfield Common was used as training grounds. Some of the trenches can still be 
seen in outline to this day. 
 
 
 

Headley's Field 
A large amount of troops from the Liverpool Scottish Regt were camped in what was known as 
Headley's Field at the lower end of Queens Road. 
 
 
 

Eastwell Manor 
Troops were stationed here before boarding a train for 
Folkestone. From here they would then be sent out with the 
BEF to the Western Front. Wounded Belgian soldiers were 
also nursed here in October 1914 and Canadian troops were 
billeted here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of Ian Sharp, Various local newspapers 
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Ashford  

Blue Trail Quiz 
 

 

1. Wounded soldiers arrived at the railway station at midday 
 

True/False 

2. Eleven men who worked at the sorting office died whilst 
serving in the forces 

 
True/False 

3. The tank was presented to the town in August 1919 
 

True/False 

4. Troops were allowed to drink at any time of the day or night 
 

True/False 

5. William Coke served with the RAMC 
 

True/False 

6. Fish was rationed to two fillets a week 
 

True/False 

7. People had to register their ration books to buy tea and 
sugar 

 
True/False 

8. The banks were closed for a month when War was declared 
 

True/False 

9. The Police Station was in Tufton Street 
 

True/False 

10. Canadian troops were billeted behind the Hollywood Bowl 
 

True/False 

 
 

When you have completed the quiz don’t forget to send your answers to 

info@kentww1.com to receive your certificate. 

  

mailto:info@kentww1.com
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